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October 2020 seems as good 
a time as ever to launch Interro-
bang’s first-ever Politics Issue, so 
that’s what we did. 

In this issue, myself and Gazette 
editor Emily Tayler encouraged 
our writers to reflect on the polit-
ical topic of their choice. The 
results include articles touching 
on period poverty, the possibil-
ity of healthcare privatization in 
Canada, and graduating into a 
COVID-19 world. 

Our news section also includes 
a piece on why the U.S. election 
matters for Canadian students 
— a question some of you may 
be wondering as Canada grap-
ples with its own recovery from 
the pandemic. Here are some key 
points: 

•	 Poor economic conditions 
could endanger Canadian 
students living in the U.S. 

•	 Some of the highest-risk 
areas for COVID-19 in the 
U.S. and Canada are uncom-
fortably close to the border

•	 There is potential for vio-
lence depending on the 
outcome of the election, 
thanks to Trump’s authori-
tarian rhetoric. 

Canadians must keep one eye 
outward and one inward if we 
want to get through the next few 
years, come what may. Opting 
out of political discussions is no 
longer a luxury we can afford to 
have. Ask questions about why 
things are the way things are, and 
never stop demanding a better 
future. 

And so it goes, 

T
E

R
R

Y
 K

E
L

LY

CAREER CONFERENCE
Tuesday, November 3 - Thursday, November 5
Hosted virtually via Zoom conference
Theme:  COVID Ignited Community, COVID Ignited  
 Compassion, COVID Ignited Creativity,  
 COVID Ignited Career!

Keynotes:  Terry Kelly - MindSight 
 Paula Morand - Striving for Awesomeness

Registration is a FREE to all Fanshawe students and alumni.   
Register now through FOL > Resources > Career/Co-op/CCR. 

Please note - each day of the conference has a separate  
registration form.

Also featuring interactive workshops, an employer panel  
and Katyayini Thakur, Fanshawe Student Union President.

Visit   fanshawec.ca/ignite   for more details!

COVER:
Lance Dagenais
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The stakes are high in the momen-
tous election just south of the border 
and the consequences could be great 
— even for students in Canada.

Matthew Lebo, political science 
department chair and professor of 
Western University’s  “Trump vs. 
Biden 2020” course highlighted 
the potential dangers of the election 
results. The polarizing candidates 
each promise to steer the country in 
jarringly different directions — with 
contentious issues such as COVID-
19 and the appointment of a new 
supreme court justice on the minds 
of many Americans and Canadi-
an-Americans alike.

“We are next door to a country 
that is sliding away from democracy 
at a pretty steep pace,” Lebo said. 
“You can’t just live next to a country 
that stops being democratic … with-
out major, major consequences.’’

The results of the election could 
impact Canadian students looking to 
study in America along with other 
international students, according to 
Lebo, making it more challenging 
for students to enrol in post-second-
ary institutions without support.

“Visa options [for international 
students] have now been drastically 
limited, programs have been put on 
hold, there’s fewer green cards … so 
it’s much more difficult for interna-
tional students,” Lebo said.

Although Canadians do not 
require a visa to study in the U.S., 
they do require documentation, such 
as an I-20 certificate.

Over one million international 
students attended post-secondary 
institutions in 2019 — including 
over 20,000 Canadians. As home to 
some of the most famous and presti-
gious universities around the world, 

the United States serves as a desti-
nation for about eight per cent of 
Canadian students who go abroad.

American universities are already 
expensive for international stu-
dents,  costing over $100,000 on 
average for a four-year undergrad-
uate degree at a public institution. 
With poor economic conditions in 
the pandemic, Canadian students 
may have difficulty paying off 
debt incurred by living  expenses 
and tuition — something which 
could prove more difficult for stu-
dents living in the U.S. based on 
the economic policies of the future 
president.

“In the longer term, there’s been 
no help for students with large 
loans,” Lebo said. “So [there’s been] 
an inability to pay off debts [for stu-
dents] going to expensive American 
universities.”

More broadly, the implications 
of this election for COVID-19 and 
Canada are also significant.

“The Trump administration has 
not done a good job of controlling 
the spread of the virus,” Lebo said. 
“It’s pretty much an uncontrolled 
spread across two-thirds of the 
states, the border is closed and no 
sign of it opening.”

The border closure has lim-
ited  travel to and from Canada, 
which has impacted the coun-
try’s  tourism industry, especially 
for towns and cities along the 
border. Additionally, some of the 
highest-risk areas in the U.S. and 
Canada are close to the border, such 
as Detroit, Cleveland and Windsor, 
which saw a high case counts due to 
their proximity to the border.

Lebo also raised the potential for 
violence depending on the outcome 
of the election. With U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s rising use of 
authoritative rhetoric and debas-
ing the election’s legitimacy, Lebo 

points out that Americans may not 
agree on the outcome if Democrat 
nominee Joe Biden wins.

But, as the virus remains at the 
forefront of the public’s mind, 
election results become uncertain 
— making it critical for all eligible 
voters to head to the polls.

“Western students who are 
American citizens should get 
their absentee ballot in quickly ... 
the youth vote, the votes on col-
lege campuses is sometimes not 
very high,” Lebo said. “A lot of 
young voters don’t feel like they 
are making a difference …  if they 
increase their turnout they’d have a 
huge effect.”

With students unrepresented in the 
political landscape due to low turn-
out in past elections, students’ votes 
are increasingly significant in deter-
mining this election’s outcome.

According to Lebo, when the 
margins are this tight, student votes 
can impact the outcome.

The 2016 election saw a narrow 
win for Trump by 0.2, 0.7 and 
0.8 percentage points in Michi-
gan, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin 
— three states which pushed Repub-
licans to victory. This boils down to 
a difference of around 80,000 votes 
across the 3 states.

With an overall election turnout 
of 55 per cent of all eligible voters 
in 2016 — the lowest since 1996 
— the election results could signifi-
cantly differ with student votes.

The spike in voter turnout for gen-
eration Z and millennials during the 
2018 midterm elections may fore-
shadow an increase in young votes 
for the 2020 election, as young 
people headed to the polls in higher 
numbers than ever before.

“Every voter has to confront 
‘I’m only one person, I’m only one 
vote, I can’t make a difference,’” 
Lebo said.

Why the American election 
matters for Canadian students

Elan Pedersen
GAZETTE

CREDIT: MAAILAH BLACKWOOD (GAZETTE)  

“We are next door to a country that is sliding away from democracy at a pretty steep 
pace,” said Matthew Lebo, political science department chair and professor at Western 
University. Pictured is a 2016 election rally for Donald Trump. 

One more student in Western 
University’s London Hall tested 
positive for the coronavirus  this 
past week, prolonging the residence 
outbreak as quarantine is lifted for 
most students on affected floors.

Quarantine measures ended for 
most London Hall residents on 
Sunday Oct. 25, but according 
to Dr. Chris Mackie, the Middle-
sex-London Health Unit’s medical 
officer of health, the residence’s 
incubation period  — a 14 day 
period without any cases — has 
not ended as of Monday.

London Hall initially confirmed 
four cases when an outbreak was 
declared on Oct. 11, over the 
Thanksgiving weekend. A fifth 
was confirmed later that week 
and the most recent case came last 
week, bringing the total number of 
cases to six.

Students on floors with con-
firmed positive cases were required 
to self-isolate in their rooms for 14 
days and those who travelled home 

for the Thanksgiving weekend were 
asked to quarantine in place and 
have since been offered refunds 
for their time away from residence.

With Fall Reading Week starting 
next week, the MLHU advises stu-
dents to exercise caution when 
returning home.

“We know that travel to those 
[coronavirus] hot zones are one 
of the major ways that COVID-
19 spreads and we know there 
are several large jurisdictions in 
Ontario where the rates are two to 
five times higher than what you’re 
seeing in Middlesex and London,” 
said Dr. Mackie. “So we definitely 
hope that people minimize unnec-
essary travel.” 

It is up to students to follow dis-
tancing guidelines while at home 
to ensure London does not see an 
increase in cases after the break, 
according to Dr. Mackie.

“If people are going to go to the 
GTA and are partying over reading 
week, then we will see [an increase 
in cases and], potentially, an addi-
tional wave of infections on top of 
what we already have.”

London Hall COVID-19 outbreak  
continues with new positive case

CREDIT: TAYLOR LASOTA (GAZETTE) 

One more student in London Hall has tested positive for coronavirus. 

Rebekah Rodrigues
GAZETTE
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Thirteen student houses on the 
north-side  of Western University 
campus were the target of break-
ins this fall, a startling increase for 
the student-rental neighbourhood. 

London Police Services’ crime 
analysis unit detected an increase 
near the start of September and 
said thieves often break-in through 
unlocked windows.

“We want to push the remind-
ers out about locking your door and 
locking your window because this 
is often a common way that thieves 
will gain entry into a house,” Sanda-
sha Bough, LPS media officer, said.

Residences can install extra secu-
rity on their windows, ensure they 
have good exterior lighting or spring 
for a camera system to better protect 
their house.

LPS said it is also possible more 
than 13 student neighbourhood 
breaks-ins happened this fall, as 
many young people are hesitant to 
report it to police.

“There are a lot of instances 
where these crimes aren’t being 
reported to us,” Bough said. “The 
numbers may be higher than what 
we are reporting to the public only 
because they have not been reported 
to the police.”

Police said there is no trend in the 
timing of the break-ins.

Police are not sure why student 
homes are a particular target, but 
have noted money and electron-
ics are common objects taken from 

households.
“It is a deterrent if that individ-

ual who is looking to break into the 
house can’t see those items,” Bough 
said. “But if they are in plain view, 
it sometimes attracts them into 

the home.”
The LPS was only able to share 

the increasing trend, not break-in 
numbers from this time last year. 

“Just a reminder to do those little 
extra things to keep your house 

secure. So doors and windows 
locked, just be vigilant of your sur-
roundings, pay attention to what’s 
going on [and] if something seems 
suspicious, contact us,” Bough said.

Police report a rise of  
break-ins at student homes

Elan Pedersen
GAZETTE

CREDIT: SAMIT KHALSA (GAZETTE)  

Student houses have seen an increase in break-ins this fall. 
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The Pathways Fair is an annual 
Fanshawe event helping stu-
dents find information regarding 
external academic pathways for 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees. 
Amid COVID-19, organizers 
have converted the fair to a virtual 
format taking place on Wednesday, 
Nov. 11.

The fair will feature 20 of 
Fanshawe’s international and out-
of-province partner universities in 
a variety of panels and presenta-
tions. Universities in Ireland, the 
UK, Australia, Switzerland, and 
the U.S. will all be featured. 

Pathways coordinator Gabriela 
Kongkham-Fernandez said the pan-
demic meant they had no choice but 
to make the event virtual.

“We have to do it, we have to 
make it work somehow,” she said. 
“And so we explore different 
options. And we decided to do a 
series of panels throughout the day, 
just to have it over the same day. 
And the idea is that students can 
pick a specific destination, coun-
try or region, and then they can join 
the panels that they want through-
out the day.”

Education consultants will also 
be present among the panels to help 
students explore options for future 
education endeavours.

“It’s an opportunity for students 
to connect directly with those part-
ners’ institutions and ask all the 
questions that they have, including 
pricing and scholarship opportuni-
ties,” said Kongkham-Fernandez.

A recent addition to the Pathways 
Fair is the Pathways Scholarship, 
which launched as part of last year’s 

fair. This year the scholarship was 
awarded to its first two recipients, 
Franco Chan, a graduate of land-
scape design, and Kiana Halonen, 
a graduate of fashion design. Chan 
is continuing his studies at the Uni-
versity of Guelph, while Halonen is 
pursuing a bachelor’s degree from 
the Limerick Institute of Technol-
ogy in Ireland. Pathways offers 
a scholarship for a minimum of 
$1000 to one student transferring to 
a domestic partner institution, and 
one for a student transferring to an 
international partner institution.

“The fair is free for students 
but the partners who partici-
pate pay a small fee that helps us 
fund the scholarship,” explained 
Kongkham-Fernandez. 

There’s still time left to reg-
ister online for the fair, and 
Kongkham-Fernandez said students 
have nothing to lose by attending.

“Basically, if you are even a little 
bit inclined or considering options, 
just go register and take a look,” 
she said. “It’s free, you can do it 

from the comfort of your home. 
You don’t need to go anywhere. 
And you can ask questions directly 
to the panel at the partner institu-
tions and you can have a contact 
directly at that institution that you 
can follow up [with] afterwards.”

For students that have concerns 
regarding COVID-19 and travel, 
Kongkham-Fernandez added that 
some of Fanshawe’s international 
partners have options for online 
programs. She said now is the 
time to begin planning and asking 
questions. 

“It is very timely, because we 
typically start planning one year 
ahead of when they are planning 
to go abroad or go to do their path-
way program,” she said.

The Pathways Fair is only for 
students seeking information about 
international and out-of-province 
opportunities. Another Pathways 
Fair is held in the winter for all of 
Fanshawe’s other partners, includ-
ing Ontario institutions. 

Fanshawe 
College Pathways 
Fair goes virtual 

CREDIT: LAM LE 

This year’s Pathways Fair will take place in a virtual format on Nov. 11. 

Hannah Theodore
INTERROBANG

A leadership group for male-iden-
tifying students is returning for the 
fourth year at Fanshawe College. 

Man|Made is a series of facili-
tated conversations around healthy 
masculinity, brought to students by 
Fanshawe’s Sexual Violence Pre-
vention Advisor, Leah Marshall, and 
London’s Anova women’s shelter. 
The aim is to create a space where 
men can come together and discuss 
how they can make the campus envi-
ronment safer for all individuals. 

“The group gives an opportunity 
for men from all different areas of 
campus to come together and have 
positive conversations around defin-
ing masculinity for themselves, and 
breaking free of some of those mes-
sages around gender that can be 
really toxic,” Marshall said.

This year’s program will be 
held over Zoom video conference. 

The two hour sessions will take 
place once a week for four weeks, 
beginning on Nov. 11 and ending 
on Dec.2.

For the first time in the program’s 
history, the sessions are open to all 
students and not just student lead-
ers. Participants who complete the 
sessions can add the experience to 
their co-curricular records and CVs 
as well.

Despite classes taking place 
remotely this year, Man|Made 
still has a valuable purpose to stu-
dents who are part of the College 
community.  

“The sessions will create a healthy 
community, even if we’re not all 
on campus,” said Marshall. “It’s 
important for us to create spaces 
where men can come together and 
have conversations about things that 
maybe don’t have a lot of space.” 

Male-identifying students inter-
ested in participating can email 
Marshall at lkmarshall@fanshawec.
ca to register. 

Man|Made 
sessions begin 
for fourth year 

CREDIT: PROVIDED BY LEAH MARSHALL 

After three years of success, Man|Made will continue to offer male-identifying students 
a space to gather. 

Angela McInnes 
INTERROBANG

Fanshawe College’s Centre for 
Research and Innovation has devel-
oped a faster and cheaper method 
of testing potential treatments for 
COVID-19.

Principal Investigator Abdulla 
Mahboob has developed copies of 
the SARS-COV-2 virus called “repl-
icons.” These replicons contain the 
genetic material of the virus but lack 
the instructions that allow it to infect 
other cells. This means the repli-
cons themselves are non-infectious, 
which means they don’t require the 
use of a biosafety level-2 laboratory.

Rather than use the genetic instruc-
tions to infect other cells, Mahboob 
said that what they have done is use 
genetic material from fireflies that 
encodes for luminescence.

“We put the gene into the genome 
of the replicon, and what that means 
is every time the virus makes a copy 
of itself, you have more and more 
luminescence,” explained Mahboob.

This means if you were to test 
the replicon against a potential drug 
treatment, less luminescence would 
mean the drug was working.

While Mahboob said that the use 
of replicons is not new, the system 
that his team has created is one that 
is easy to manipulate.

“If you are trying to test a new 
kind of drug against resistant forms 
of the virus…you can, and you can 
do so very safely without the need 
of a biosafety lab,” he said.

Fanshawe’s replicon has been 
developed with two problematic 
mutations of COVID-19: one that 
is associated with higher mortality 
and another that is resistant against 
the current treatment remdesivir.

Another way the replicons will 
help speed up testing is that with this 
method, pharmaceutical companies 
would not have to measure the viral 
RNA (the amount of viral genetic 
material), they would just need to 
measure for the luminescence. Phar-
maceutical companies often have 
thousands of drugs at their disposal 
that can now be tested at a faster 

rate using something called high 
throughput screening.

“You have a plate and on that plate 
you have many, many wells,” said 
Mahboob. “And in each well you can 
imagine a different treatment and 
you can then measure the lumines-
cence of them all at the same time.”

This could mean that 96 differ-
ent treatments could be effectively 
tested at the same time.

“You don’t need to have any 
sophisticated equipment to measure 
the viral genetic material because 
you don’t need that,” said Mahboob. 
“Every time the virus makes a copy, 
you make more luminescence.”

Chair of Research, Colin Yates, 
said the next step for this develop-
ment is to find a commercial partner 
to take it to a larger scale application.

“We’re still looking for partners,” 
he said. “We’re actively engaging 
and pursuing various partnerships 
to help us get it past the proof of 
concept and into the prototype and 
clinical stage.”

Ultimately, these developments 
could mean that people seeking 

treatment for COVID-19 could 
potentially get the drugs they need 
faster, especially as the virus changes 
over time.

“As the virus mutates and evolves, 
as all viruses do, we can more rap-
idly figure out potential treatments,” 
said Yates. “Rather than by the time 

you figured out the new treatment, 
it’s often mutated again. You’re 
always one step behind, so hopefully 
this helps speed up that process.”

“The faster we can effectively 
test the latest treatment options, the 
better our chances of potentially 
saving lives,” added Mahboob.

Fanshawe lab developments will help speed 
the validation process for COVID-19 treatments

CREDIT: NICOLAS LORAN 

Using high throughput screening, pharmaceutical companies are able to test up to 96 
different drugs for effectiveness.

Hannah Theodore 
INTERROBANG
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Right now, most eyes around the 
world are focused on the American 
election. I can’t blame them. 

Especially in a globalized world, 
it is important to know who the next 
president of the United States of 
America will be. However, the U.S. 
is just one of the 195 countries in 
the world and while they are having 
their election, we can’t lose track of 
what is happening in other places. 

Here are some important recent 
events around the world you should 
pay attention to:

The Election in Bolivia
After a polemic attempt of re-elec-

tion, former president Evo Morales 
suffered a controversial coup d’état 
by the military in November 2019. 
After Morales’ resignation, Jeanine 
Añes became the self-proclaimed 
president. Less than one year later, 
on Oct. 18, Bolivia held a demo-
cratic election in which Luis Arce, 
former Minister of the Economy 
and Morales’ candidate, won with 
55.1 per cent of the votes. One of 
the reasons that led to his victory 
was the support from the indige-
nous communities to his candidacy, 
which represent around 48 per cent 
of the population. The support was 
headed by Morales, who is indig-
enous himself. 

The election in 
New Zealand

The successful policies 
against the coronavirus intro-
duced by Prime Minister 
Jacinda Arden led her to a his-
torical re-election on Oct. 17. The 
Labour Party won 64 of 120 seats 
in the parliament. It will be the first 
majority government of New Zea-
land. The new parliament will be the 
most inclusive yet. With 16 Māori 
MPs, and three foreign MPs (from 
Eritrea, Mexico and Sri Lanka). At 
least 10 per cent of the parliament is 
from the LGBTQ+ community, and 
more than half of the Labour Party 
seats are female. Arden promises 
more inclusion and equality. 

The Armenia and  
Azerbaijan crisis

The current tension between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan over the 
Nagorno-Karabakh territory is the 
result of more than 32 years of 
frozen conflict. Although governed 
and habited by ethnic Armenians, 
the territory was internationally 
recognized as part of Azerbai-
jan in 2008. Since Sept. 27, after 
both countries accused each other 

of unprovoked attacks, more than 
1,000 Armenians and Azerbai-
janis have died. It is not an isolated 
conflict. Turkey is supporting Azer-
baijan and supplying it with troops 
and guns, while Russia is supporting 
Armenia, but is trying to maintain 
a peacekeeping role. Many other 
countries, like Canada, are calling 
for the de-escalation of the conflict. 

Pope Francis endorsed  
same-sex marriages

“Homosexual people have a right 
to be in a family” Pope Francis said. 
“What we have to create is a civil 
union law. That way they are legally 
covered. I stood up for that.” His 
declaration came in an interview for 
the documentary film Francesco, 
directed by Evgeny Afineevsky, 
which premiered in Rome earlier 
this month. Whereas it is too soon 
to affirm that the Vatican will follow 
its leader’s opinion, his declaration 

is very significant for the catholic 
LGBTQ+ communities around the 
world.  

For the first the time the 
World Trade Organization  
will be led by a woman

Former director-general Roberto 
Azevedo left office on August 31, 
2020. Since then, the WTO, who is 
responsible to regulate and super-
vise international trade between 
nations, entered in a fierce election 

process. But for the first time the 
two final candidates are women 
of colour. They are Ngozi Okon-
jo-Iweala, former finance minister 
of Nigeria, and Yoo Myung-hee, 
current South Korea’s minister 
of trade. Both of them have bril-
liant careers and are ready to face 
the difficulties of dealing with a 
post-pandemic world. The final 
selection should be announced in 
the beginning of November.

Off the Radar: What’s 
going on in the world

CREDIT: IAN INDIANO 

Here are five recent political events around the world that you should pay attention to.

Ian Indiano
INTERROBANG
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This might sound like an abstract topic 
that exists for people with more time on 
their hands than most.   But with just a small 
effort we can see that it is very practical.  For 
example, a look at the relationship between 
Islam and the politics of Iran would quickly 
yield some interesting insights.  Or consider 
the relationship between the emperor wor-
ship that prevailed in Japan until the middle 
of the twentieth century and the politics of 
that country up to World War II.  Or, again, 
we could examine the connections between 
the religious faith of His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama, Buddhist leader of the Tibetan people, 
and his internationalist politics.   

So, it is clear right away that we won’t 
make much headway with this topic unless 
we first ask two questions.  Which religion 
are we talking about?  And whose politics 
are we looking at?  

“Religion” is not a word I use because 
most often it is spoken by people who have 
no stake in any particular faith, say Islam, 
Judaism, Christianity or Buddhism.  The 
word is often deployed in ways that margin-
alize those faiths.  You can hold to a religion 
if you want to, so this way of thinking goes.  
But in the end, what really counts is reason 
and group consensus, possibly aided by a 
few religious ideas which can be used or not 
depending on whether they are useful to the 
reasoner or the group.  

Here I am going to talk about Christianity.  
What is the relationship between Christian-
ity and politics?  As for the question, whose 
politics? well, I would say, hopefully yours 
and mine.

To begin, we can’t really say very much 
here without recognizing the intersection 
of Christianity and Western Civilization.  
Christianity is not fundamentally Western.  
It is just as much African, Asian, Latino, 
and Jewish (Jewish in its origin) as it is 

Western-European.  But one of the key think-
ers of Western Christianity is Augustine of 
Hippo (now Annaba, Algeria).  He died in 
430 A. D. when the Roman Empire was in 
danger of being overrun by organized bar-
barian raiders.  They took the city of Rome 
in 476.  No Roman emperor ever again ruled 
from that day.

Living in dangerous times, Augustine 
thought long and hard about politics and 
government.  He wrote about this in his 
book, The City of God.  Seeing the destruc-
tive hordes who wanted the blood of Roman 
citizens confirmed for him something that he 
had embraced when he left a life of self-in-
dulgence to become a Christian.  Human 
beings have a great ability to commit evil.  
It is the role of government to encourage 
good and to limit such evil.  

This way of thinking has steadily influ-
enced the development of politics in the 
Western world.  It got a terrific boost with 
the European Reformation of the 1500’s 
when church reformers insisted that the role 
of government is not first of all to acquiesce 
to the demands of bankers or military lead-
ers.  Politicians must recognize that human 
beings are tragically flawed.  On the one 
hand, we are capable of incredible nobility.  
But we are never far from becoming cruel 
and barbaric.  Therefore, political leaders, 
who have more power than most, must work 
to bring out the good in a society, and to dis-
courage evil.

That’s not a bad starting point.  But are 
there more points of contact between Chris-
tianity and politics? Yes, absolutely.

The Christian Bible contains many sto-
ries of prophets.  The thing about these 
prophets is that they were not that much 
concerned with making predictions about 
the future. Typically, they lived in desert 
locations where they would study and pray.  
From there they would make forays into the 
courts of ruling families. Typically, they 
would tell those rulers what a miserable 
job they were doing.  Biblical prophets like 
Nathan, Elisha, Jeremiah and Isaiah (maybe 
the most famous of them) would bring mes-
sages from God condemning such things as 

the impoverishment of the poor, alliances 
with corrupt war lords, and in one case, a 
(successful) conspiracy to commit murder.

Jesus himself took on a prophetic role like 
this.  He condemned the manipulative reli-
gious-political alliances of his time.  This 
was a key factor in his being executed.

It is a very short step from embracing 
these accounts of the prophets demanding 
justice for the governed to realizing that, 
in our own time also, leaders must govern 
to promote the just treatment of those they 
govern.  This means, among other things, 
that they must have a special eye out for the 
disadvantaged.  

In addition, Christianity, correctly lived 
out, supports the development of societ-
ies that are orderly, creative, and generous.  
This is a conclusion easily drawn from 
the opening page of the Bible.  In it God 
commands human beings to enjoy the abun-
dance of the created world, to spread out 

over the earth, and to rule it wisely.  That 
means that someone will have to run the traf-
fic lights, establish farm fields, and teach 
young people the things that earlier gener-
ations have learned.  This presents us with 
another goal of politics.  Our societies should 
provide stability and structure so that all per-
sons will have opportunities for growth and 
fulfillment.

Lastly, I would say that Christianity 
demands humility from political leaders.  
They are not gods.  They are not less than 
human.  But they are not more either.  And in 
the end, we will all see God.  He will bring 
on a catastrophic end to the present order 
of the world to set all things right.  He will 
meet with each one of us, political leaders 
included.  There will be a recounting of, and 
an accounting for, what we have done.  And 
those are, I think, sobering thoughts for any 
political leader who is tempted to believe 
that she or he has all the answers. 

How do politics and religion relate?

CREDIT: JSWINBORNE 

Opinion: Christianity demands humility from political leaders.   

The debate about whether Halloween 
should be cancelled has been a hot topic in 
not just Ontario, but all over Canada. 

Recently, Premier Doug Ford stated that 
trick-or-treating should not take place this 
year. He said in one of his regular public 
speeches, that he felt it was an unnecessary 
risk that should be avoided. 

Furthermore, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
was asked if he had plans to take his children 
out trick or treating. He replied that he would 
not per the advice of Ottawa’s public health 
officials.

So, our government leaders have decided 
that they do not think Halloween should go 
on this year, but it does not seem they have 
pushed any bills or legislation that has made 
it expressly illegal to do so.  “I am not can-
celling Halloween, but I do not recommend 
anyone go door to door,” Ford said. 

However, just because something is not ille-
gal does not still mean it should be done. 

Halloween is a two-pronged event. For 
children and their parents, it involves trick-
or-treating, and for those who are too old, it’s 
often a good break to relax with friends during 
the school year or a stressful work week.

I would argue that both can still occur if 
proper care is taken.

For trick-or-treaters, this could include 
masks being worn on top of a costume, using 
hand sanitizer, and wearing gloves. 

For people wanting to hang out with friends, 

this could include masks being worn in the 
appropriate physical-distancing environments, 
and caps on how many people can be at one 
party with strict adherence to that number.

Though it can be done safely still need to 
be careful as the biggest risk comes with those 
people potentially transmitting COVID-19 to 
someone who is at risk. Even if one person 
dies from a party of students enjoying them-
selves, then that is one death too many. It only 
takes one house party to be lenient on the rules 
for a mass “super spreader” event to occur.

At this point, one may have to make the hard 
call of a cost-benefit analysis.

Even before the pandemic, Canada was 
seeing a rise in depression, anxiety, and sui-
cide amongst all age groups. Now, according 
to a study from the Oxford Journal of Medi-
cine, based on the data we have, these already 
alarmingly high rates have almost doubled.

The reasons for this, as deduced by the 
researchers, are due to a feeling of anxiety 
about the current state of the world, anxiety 
concerning the economy and an increasing 
reliance on social media for companion-
ship and news. The biggest factor according 
to respondents was social isolation due to 
lockdowns.

Will Halloween be cancelled? Or will it 
help prevent the feeling of isolation and anx-
iety that everyone is feeling? Probably not. 
But Halloween is something people look for-
ward to all year.

It’s a time where children spend time with 
their friends, and we, students can relax during 
a busy and stressful school year semester or 
just celebrate with friends. We need a break 

from everything that is going on in the world.
If anyone is going to engage in any Hal-

loween celebrations for a much needed and 

deserved break, please adhere to physical 
distancing and please wear a mask whenever 
possible.

Why we should not cancel Halloween: 
Keeping a degree of normalcy in COVID-19

CREDIT: DANIYA SIDDIQUE 

Opinion: Halloween can be celebrated with the right precautions in place. 

Hafi Sayed
THE CORD 

Michael Veenema
RELIGION
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On the evening of Oct. 21, the FBI held a 
press conference. 

According to John Ratcliffe, U.S. direc-
tor of national security, the bureau found that 
Iran and Russia had taken “specific actions 
to influence public opinion” in the upcoming 
presidential election. 

Ratcliffe said that both countries had 
obtained voter information from U.S. data-
bases. While he did not explain what actions 
Russia had taken, he said that Iran is behind 
a series of intimidating emails and other 
messages to voters in battleground states, as 
well as for spreading false information about 
voting. 

Specifically, the emails were made to look 
like they originated from far-right group the 
Proud Boys and said they would “come after” 
those who didn’t vote for Donald Trump.  

The apparent revelation echoed events 
from the 2016 presidential election, when 
the Russian government created thousands 
of social media accounts claiming to support 
Trump over Clinton. Trump denied the inter-
ference then, saying it was a hoax to explain 
his victory. This time around, some demo-
cratic critics are saying Ratcliffe, a former 
Republican congressman, is making partisan 
claims designed to undermine voter confi-
dence in the current election. 

The truth behind the announcement may 
never come to light, as both Iran and Russia 
were quick to deny the allegations. But at this 
point, after all Trump has done in the past 
four years to embolden conspiracy theories 
and discourage reliance on the mainstream 
media, it almost doesn’t matter. 

When it comes to the authenticity of Rat-
cliffe’s claims, the only thing that’s clear is 
that nothing is clear. Americans don’t know 
who to trust, and that’s been the intention 
all along. 

Divide et impera: Divide and conquer. 
This tactic has proven to be, time and time 
again since Julius Caesar conquered Gaul in 

52 B.C., a highly effective strategy used to, 
well, conquer populaces in history. 

A conqueror creates a divide in one large 
group by telling a story that manifests a 
common enemy people are forced to be either 
for or against (for example, a cabal of demo-
cratic Satanists who drink children’s blood). 
Power is then gained and maintained by creat-
ing smaller, less powerful groups and pitting 
them against each other. 

As Hitler said of the Nazi party: “Our strat-
egy is to destroy the enemy from within, to 

conquer him through himself.”
What better tool to achieve this than the 

internet? Than Twitter? Than Facebook? Than 
any social media platform where you’ll never 
know who is actually behind the account? 

Give your fingers a break from defending 
your stances on social media, be they red, 
blue, black, white, conservative or liberal, 
pro-mask or anti, and look at the way divi-
sion has been used throughout time to obtain 
power. Finding common ground with our ene-
mies is difficult, but all we must do is study 

our history to know we’ve been here before. 
“In the 16th century, [Niccolò] Machia-

velli — in an attempt to get back in the good 
graces of the powerful — wrote a slim volume 
called The Prince. In that book he showed 
the powers that be how to control the people. 
That book is a statement: separate and rule, 
divide and conquer. That’s five hundred years 
ago and it still works, because we allow our-
selves to be led around with holes through 
our noses.”

— Maya Angelou

Division is a distraction 
from the bigger picture 

Angela McInnes 
INTERROBANG
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Opinion: This division is all part of the plan. 

There are many reasons why someone 
might want to change their display name 
on Zoom. They may not go by their legal 
name, whether that be due to a gender tran-
sition, preference or safety reasons; or they 
may want to add pronouns to the end of their 
name to make the virtual classroom a more 
supportive environment for gender non-con-
forming peers.

The pandemic has been tough on every-
one, and for some, seeing their legal name 
on a computer screen every day only makes 
it tougher. It is not the place of professors 
to take away students’ right to choose what 
they’re called.

Western University gave professors a set of 
suggestions and rules for their Zoom class-
rooms to brace against any security or privacy 
issues. A key suggestion requires students to 
access Zoom from a Western account. This 
process automatically sets students’ names 
as they appear on OWL — or, for Ivey stu-
dents, Learn — and disables their ability to 
rename themselves.

But, as of Sept. 27, all professors are 

required to have a waiting room or pass-
word on their Zoom room — rendering the 
requirement of the Western account authenti-
cation process unnecessary. With a password 
and waiting room included in the process, 
the security risk of the “rename” function 
remaining on in a Zoom room is incred-
ibly low.

Not letting students change their Zoom 
name only results in an already marginalized 
group of students feeling even more trapped 
as their peers view them and call them by a 
name they no longer use.

School can be the one place students feel 
safe to express their gender identity or safe 
from past traumas associated with their 
given name.

While it’s true that students have the option 
to either perform a legal name change or use 
Western’s preferred name form in order to be 
recognized for who they are, both processes 
are lengthy. The Office of the Registrar cur-
rently has a backlog of one to two weeks for 
any requests and legal name changes taking 
weeks or even months and costs hundreds 
of dollars.

It’s also possible a student might select 
a name that is inappropriate or offensive, 
but Western’s Zoom best practices allows 

professors to eject students if an incident 
like that occurs. Moreover, a few students 
making poor choices shouldn’t ruin margin-
alized students’ ability to feel validated in 
their chosen name.

Zoom authentication exists for a reason, 
but there are clear alternatives available 
that do not force marginalized students to 
be deadnamed by their professors and peers.

Opinion: Students should be allowed 
to rename themselves on Zoom

CREDIT: BELLA PICK (GAZETTE) 

Opinion: Zoom shouldn’t disable a student’s right to go by the name they choose. 

Bella Pick
GAZETTE
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Illustration by Ian Indiano

Guidance is something we all desire, some-
thing to hold onto to make sense of the darkness 
the unknown can bring. COVID-19 has made 
this all but more apparent to me. 

What I did not expect is how alone travers-
ing this new space would feel. 

Isolation, whether through quarantine or 
social distancing, has made me rethink my 
expectations of the people I choose to surround 
myself with. When literal death is on the line 
not every hangout seems as important. 

I’ve done what I believe is the responsible 
thing and wisely made use of the limited inter-
actions I could have. I followed the rules and 
had my quarantine squad all summer long. 
I was excited to bring the same concept into 
the classroom thinking although this year will 
be different, at least we’re in this together. 

At that point, the “blended” delivery for 
my program was confirmed by Fanshawe; 
I believed I would have a fair amount of time 
on campus with peers and professors. 

Oh, how naïve of me.  
Instead, I realized being part of a program 

in which communal effort is required to create 
quality work, online learning isn’t cutting it. 

I feel the walls closing in as I’m stuck in 
a perpetual cycle of never-ending work. I’m 
on the cusp of drowning in a sea of pandemic 
fatigue and black zoom squares. And the worst 
part is… there is no lifeboat coming to save me. 
I’m on my own. 

One might ask, why wait for help instead of 
seeking it out? 

Trust me, navigating the apparent resources 
available to students is no easy feat. 

Counselling is available if there is appoint-
ment space and academic accommodations 
exist if you have a professor willing to respond 
to your requests. It’s all a bad game of tag via 
phone and email, but I digress. 

My main concern cannot be as easily 
dismissed.

Where is my education? 
The ongoing lack of transparency pertaining 

to the decision-making process has left students 
like myself with more questions than answers.

Why were we not given a say so in the type 
of education we would receive? 

Why was there no comprehensive curricu-
lum available for review prior to paying tuition? 

How is it that we are paying the same tui-
tion we paid last year — if not more for some 

— for a compromised and reduced education? 
“Maybe work in groups? You guys can 

figure it out, we’re all adults here. Help each 
other out!” 

I’ve heard a variation of this from almost all 
my professors when asked clarifying questions 
about the curriculum. Who knew wanting struc-
ture surrounding the education I am paying for 
was considered childish? 

The consumer-focused and capitalistic soci-
ety of our world places a heavy expectation on 
the monetary exchange of goods and services. 
In other words, if I’m paying for an education, 
I expect to receive one. 

Students everywhere are feeling the same 
pressure from their academic institutions result-
ing in a surge of online petitions.  There are 

students fighting to be on campus, others to 
be off campus and many for a reduction and/
or partial tuition refund. 

Although segmented in our demands, we 
are all fighting the same fight and that is to 
be heard. So what will it take for Fanshawe 
to listen? 

Do we need to start a petition, or will it take 
a student hurting themselves for the adminis-
tration to wake up to the disaster that is this 
semester? 

I and the many others feeling the same, are 
going to have to dig deep to finish this semes-
ter off decently. The only way to survive is to 
work 24/7 and honestly, I don’t know if I have 
it in me.  

So for now, Fanshawe you win; I give up. 

Fanshawe you win; I give up

CREDIT: ILHAN ADEN 

Opinion: It’s easy to feel lost in the now empty halls of Fanshawe. 

Ilhan Aden 
INTERROBANG
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The world is in a strange place right about 
now, huh?  

The COVID-19 pandemic has made it so 
that life has become unpredictable. The world 
after the pandemic will be weird. But what’s 
weirder is that I’m graduating at the end of this 
year. With a world full of uncertainty, things 
are looking off. Will we ever return to full nor-
malcy? And what will that look like? 

One of the first things I’d love to see in 
a “new” normal is how we actually stop cli-
mate change. Signs of climate change in this 
year alone are clear, considering the wildfires 
happening in Australia and in California. 
Obviously getting rid of this virus is priority 
number one but addressing climate change is 
also important. 

It’s discouraging how even with the conse-
quences of these fires, some of our leaders still 
fail to acknowledge it as a reality. I feel like 
the planet is starting to fall apart. 

According to a 2018 report from the Interna-
tional Panel of Climate Change titled “Global 
Warming of 1.5 degrees Celsius,” if green-
house gas rates continue the rate they’re going, 
we could see worsening food supply and wild-
fires, and a massive dying off of coral reefs as 
soon as 2040. The study shows that if we don’t 
do something, the world will be in a climate 
crisis by the time I’m 40. 

Trust me, I want our generation to be good. 
While Canada’s federal government says they 
will be banning single-use plastics by the end 
of 2021, that alone won’t be enough. We can 
also help climate change by bringing in renew-
able energy, and we can also find a way to 
develop low-carbon fuel for airplanes and cars. 
We could also build cities more densely. There 
are multiple ideas out there, so let’s do what 

we need to do for the planet to be safe when 
I turn old. 

Another thing I’d love to see after I gradu-
ate is progress on eliminating racial injustice 
in the world. 

We all know what we saw when a police 
officer put a knee on the back of the neck of 
George Floyd, an unarmed black man who later 
passed away. But when people say that Canada 
isn’t having the same issues, that is completely 

untrue. First Nations people in this country 
are scared in their own homes. An example 
of which is earlier this year, when Athabasca 
Chipewyan First Nation Chief Allan Adam 
was assaulted on video by an RCMP officer 
at Fort McMurray. We need to be able to do 
better to those who were here before us. 

While yes, I’d say Canada is more inclusive 
than the United States, we still have our dark 
pasts too. Defunding the police and giving 

those funds to social programs like afford-
able housing, mental health will help people 
live better lives. 

Finally, one of my biggest concerns with 
the world right now is the economy. The econ-
omy has taken a hit from this pandemic. The 
stocks have majorly fallen down to a sig-
nificant level and the TSX stocks going red 
throughout the duration of the lockdown ear-
lier in the year. Also, London’s unemployment 
rate back in June at 12.6 per cent, was the high-
est unemployment rate since 2001 (the year 
I was born). While we needed to take a massive 
shutdown back in March, no money coming 
in and coming out meant the economy was 
going to struggle. 

However, I feel there is an opportunity to 
create new jobs by working to solve climate 
change and adding more funding into social 
programs. It will take some time for all of these 
changes to take place, but these are major areas 
of work our politicians need to address. We 
need to stop climate change, we need to erad-
icate racial injustice, and we need to create 
innovative new jobs for our economy. 

I believe that we can pull it out and live in 
a world like this, even after this horrible year 
and a pandemic that has made our minds shift 
in a blink of an eye. Sure, 2020 wasn’t the best 
year, but heading in 2021, these are probably 
the three biggest concerns that I think all gov-
ernments should take a look at. 

I’m hopeful and optimistic because our gen-
eration wants these things to improve. Once 
those issues of climate change and racial injus-
tice are addressed, the economy will grow back 
itself once the pandemic is gone and we will be 
fine. But, understanding these will take years 
to implement. Be patient, because these issues 
could last long into this decade. 

Once we have found and administered a 
vaccine for COVID-19, we can focus on this 
and start working on solutions.

Graduating in a world 
coping with COVID-19 

CREDIT:  LANCE DAGENAIS 

Opinion: Students graduating into a pandemic will have their work cut out for them to make the world a 
better place.

Skylar McCarthy
INTERROBANG
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The world would be a boring 
place if people agreed on absolutely 
everything.

Everyone has unique lived expe-
riences and personalities that shape 
values and beliefs, manifesting how 
we live our daily lives.

These differences influence who 
we choose to befriend and date, who 
we vote for and why we vote for them. 
But sometimes our political pref-
erences conflict with the views of 
those we choose to have in our per-
sonal lives. Where you draw the line 
between personal relationships and 
opinions is subjective.

While some students said relation-
ships could work in spite of differing 
opinions on topics such as econom-
ics or international relations, they also 
felt there is a line when it comes to 
social issues.

Madison Paisley, a third-year politi-
cal science and social justice student at 
King’s University College, says she 
wouldn’t remain friends with some-
one if they held different attitudes 
regarding racial or gender issues.

“It depends on the opinion. If we 
disagree on something as serious as 
women’s rights or racism, I proba-
bly wouldn’t keep them as a friend 
because there’s no way they’d rec-
oncile,” says  Paisley. “But if we 
disagreed on, let’s say, a policy about 
the environment and how to handle it 
economically, I wouldn’t stop being 
friends with someone over that.”

Jaclyn Siegel, a PhD student com-
pleting her thesis in social psychology 
and feminist identity, has mixed feel-
ings about dating  someone with 
opposite views.

“If I see someone with Republican 
in their bio [on Bumble] I usually 
swipe left. I could date someone who 
had different opinions on something 
like international relations, but when 
it comes to things like feminism and 
LGBTQ+ rights, there’s no room for 
disagreement there,” says Siegel. 

Siegel is open publicly about her 
political views, so it can be difficult 
to discuss politics with certain friends 
because of how she is perceived.

“People know where I stand on 
issues... those who don’t agree don’t 
engage in political discussion with 
me,” reflects Siegel. “But I do believe 
that some form of civilized conversa-
tion is sometimes necessary. We live 
in a society of cancel culture where if 
you hold a different opinion, you are 
written off — this is wrong because 
it doesn’t allow for deeper conversa-
tions to happen.”

Students involved in Western Uni-
versity’s political party clubs had an 
open mind when it came to discuss-
ing politics with friends.

Laurent Ruffo-Caracchini, pres-
ident of Western Liberals and 
fourth-year economics and political 
science student, mentions he is not 
afraid to have conversations with 
friends who have opposing ideologi-
cal views as they allow for meaningful 
discussion.

“Being heavily involved in student 
politics, I meet a lot of people who 
fit the bill of voters for parties I don’t 
support, most notably the Conserva-
tives. But this doesn’t mean that I’m 
afraid to discuss politics with them,” 
explains Ruffo-Caracchini. “I believe 
that non-discussion is much worse, 
because it creates a divide in which 
you bridge through discussion … this 
shows that on the other side, there 
isn’t just this ‘right-wing person,’ 
there is a human being who has real 
fears and beliefs.”

Ruffo-Caracchini explains it 
is not an issue of different ideolo-
gies but rather imposing them in new 
relationships.

“When I choose not to pursue 
a relationship, it’s not so much an 
ideological question so much as it is 
methodological. Someone can have 
a complete inverse ideology than 
me, but so long as they are willing 
to change and participate in discus-
sion rather than impose that ideology, 
it’s fine. Disagreement doesn’t neces-
sarily mean you are unfriended — it 
simply means that more discussion 
needs to happen.”

James Chasmar, president of West-
ernU Conservatives and second-year 
BMOS student, agrees with this. 

“Many of my friends have differ-
ent political views, but there’s much 
more to friendships than that,” reflects 
Chasmar. “Obviously we all have 
our biases, but you always need to 
understand where the other person is 
coming from and be willing to change 
your perspective. Although you might 
say I’m a partisan person, I think it’s 
very important to be self-critical — 
many of my opinions have changed 
drastically over the years.”

So the next time you have a polit-
ical conversation with a friend you 
disagree with, consider taking a 
moment to listen to where exactly they 
are coming from. You just might learn 
something.

Choosing not to force your beliefs 
on others, but rather actively listen-
ing to the other person’s experiences, 
can make relationships  stronger. 
But, if your sole purpose is to convince 
them otherwise — you’re probably 
better off discussing something else.

Can you date 
someone you 
disagree with 
politically?

CREDIT: CURVABEZIER 

Differing opinions make the world, and relationships, a more interesting place. 

Catherine Danko
GAZETTE

Creativity is what you choose to 
make of it.

It is not defined by the arts but 
rather a schema of the mind. It is a 
form of self expression, a means to 
understanding, a teacher, a listener, 
and a friend. 

Although it took me well into my 
twenties to finally take the leap of 
faith on my own creativity, I will 
never forget the day the seed was 
planted. 

In fourth grade I played Snug in 
my elementary school’s rendition of 
William Shakespeare’s A Midsum-
mer Night’s Dream. 

I was so bad my older sister —who 
attended another school— pretended 
not to be related to me. Lucky for 
me it wasn’t acting that I fell in love 
with, it was production. 

I have wonderfully vivid memo-
ries of building sets, running through 
rehearsals, and learning how to go 
from concept to conception. It also 
didn’t hurt to see a woman in a 
leadership role be unapologetically 
herself, even if that meant yelling at 
nine-year-old children about her pas-
sion project.

That teacher’s name may have 
slipped my mind, but her impact is 
felt forever.

Fast forward to today and I am 
able to look back at that experience 
as the foundation that built my inter-
est in producing. That foundation has 
afforded me entryway into many dif-
ferent creative spaces and for that 
I am forever thankful. 

Being the curious person that 
I am, I want to explore the minds 
behind the creatives I encounter in 
hopes of learning from their creative 
pilgrimage.  

Fortunately for me, I work for the 
paper so welcome to the first of many 
creative conversations over coffee. 

This week I had the pleasure of 
sitting with Nikar Kim, a Fanshawe 
graduate of the music industry arts 
(MIA) program.

Nikar Kim
Nikar Kim aka beatzxneekz 

(pronounced Beats by Neeks) is 
a multi-instrumentalist producer, 
singer/song writer and creative 
extraordinaire. 

With a similar creative awakening 
in the fourth grade Kim was destined 
to make music. 

Realizing girls don’t have “coo-
ties” anymore, Kim experienced 
his first heartbreak at nine. It was 
the loss of connection with another 
person that inspired him to write his 
first song, swiftly realizing the value 
of writing.

“When you’re writing stuff 
down…the paper won’t judge you. 
It’s not going to say anything back 
to you, it’s just listening to the words 
you’re saying.”

Pulling from his childhood influ-
ences, Kim built a catalogue that he 

was ready to bring to life, motivat-
ing him to self teach how to play 
the piano. 

High school is where he began to 
shine working with Saidat Vanden-
berg, a motivational speaker fusing 
hip-hop to promote “positive energy, 
empowerment, inclusiveness and 
personal growth to overcome bully-
ing, racism and other ills.”

Even at the early age of 15, he 
knew he wanted to motivate through 
creativity. 

“Utilizing that creativity is always 
great because if we’re able to control 
[it] then we’re able to put music to 
it, or put a picture to it, or a script. 
You’re able to express it. That’s 
the beauty of how much is inside 
of us, like how [many] emotions 
flow inside that can come out at any 
moment from one reaction.”

Even at his talent level, Kim did 
not know music could be a career, 
instead he sought out to be a moti-
vational speaker. 

“You never really know [what to 
do] when you’re 18 years old. Right? 
That’s a lot of weight on your shoul-
ders at that point. So when I was 
in that stage of life, my motiva-
tion was to become a motivational 
speaker. I wanted to be somebody 
like Saidat.” 

Starting off in Fanshawe’s human 
resources foundation program, Kim 
was just excited to learn something 
new. It was not until a chance encoun-
ter in the D building that recalibrated 

his journey back to music. 
The window into an active class-

room ignited a fire within he thought 
had disappeared.

“So I slip [into the classroom] 
cause [you] need a key card. I’m 
just passing through... open the door 
and then [and] all you hear is this 
guy doing a vocal, I’m like, what’s 
going on? And then [I see] his music 
board…his mixer board. I’m like, 
why would we have this stuff here?

With the exposure to the plethora 
of high-end equipment, Kim knew 
second semester called for a change. 

After a night of research, he dis-
covered the MIA program and hit the 
ground running.

Virtually sleeping on campus, Kim 
completely threw himself into his 
work and it paid off. 

Grateful for the connection his 
program provided internship estab-
lished, Kim has worked with music 
creatives from Los Angeles, Miami, 
Toronto, Colombia, and the United 
Kingdom.

Hoping to continue to help people 
develop a critical eye, Kim has a busy 
2021 lined up. 

“Definitely [working] one-on-one 
to start releasing music with some 
artists. I want to [possibly] start a 
podcast about artist’s etiquette [and] 
music video breakdown analysis.” 

With an assiduous personality, 
wealth of musical knowledge and 
humility, Kim is well on his way into 
the history books. 

Creative 
Conversations 
over Coffee: 
Nikar Kim

CREDIT: ILHAN ADEN 

Nikar Kim aka beatzxneekz on set for his Night Rider video shoot. 

Ilhan Aden
INTERROBANG
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One day my first-year psychol-
ogy teacher stood in front of the 
classroom. 

He held up a glass of water in 
front his class and asked a ques-
tion. We were expecting the 
question, “is this cup half empty 
or half full?” He instead asked, 
“how long do you think I will be 
able to hold this glass of water?” 
This one moment really stood out 
to me. It taught me how to think a 
little bit more critically, creatively, 
and innovatively. It illustrates that 
no matter how you look at things, 
whether it is negative or positive, at 
the end of the day it does not really 
matter; what matters a lot more is 
time and pressure. Most importantly, 
anyone and everyone has a break-
ing point. 

My own story begins when I went 
out one weekend and I was having so 
much fun that I did not even notice 
that I had a mandatory mask on my 
face. I went to start having my lunch 
and practically got the thing messy. 
I could not help but laugh at myself 
in this moment. However, this expe-
rience got me thinking about how the 
new normal has become a little too 
normal. Is it possible that I am start-
ing to get used to it?

How do these two things relate? 
I would argue that it is about 

acclimatization: we get used to 
looking at the world in a perpetual 
positive or negative state. It takes 
the support of good friends to reel 
us back into an appropriate frame of 
mind. In this respect, I would argue 
that it is because of the support of 
our peers, friends and family that 
makes holding a glass of water or 
wearing a mask bearable for long 
periods of time. 

In this case, as it relates back to 
my own story, it takes the support of 
good friends to forget about the new 
normal. To remind us that things are 
not as bad as we always make them 
out to be. It happened to the point 
where I forgot about the mask in the 
first place. How everything, even for 
a moment, felt like the old normal. 

“The foundations of moral moti-
vations are not the procedural rules 
on a kind of discourse, but the 
feelings to which we can rise. As 
Confucius saw long ago, benevo-
lence or concern for humanity is the 
indispensable root of it all,” Simon 
Blackburn, an English academic phi-
losopher, reflected in 2001. 

Blackburn was quoted in a book 
called Doing Right by Phillip C. 
Hebert. This quote has a lot of mean-
ing for the message that I think is 
very important to consider. That 
despite everything that is going on 
in the world right now, we should 
not let what is happening diminish 
our collective ability to simply hope 
and build a better life. The revelation 

that I had with 
my own funny 
story is that 
it takes good 
friends and a great support system. 
To make us forget about what is hap-
pening in the world now. Instead to 
count our blessings and understand 
that life is still amazing. 

It is fascinating to consider the 
unique way that this new normal 
has changed our lives. From every-
day meetings being moved to being 
online, businesses evolving to 
deliver as a part of their new model. 
There is even a significant shift in 
the educational model. Since prac-
tically every class that does not 

require hands on experience, has 
moved online. 

I cannot help but to reflect on my 
own experience of finding a silver 
lining in this change. Being able to 
wake up every morning in my com-
fortable home and bed. It is also the 
convenience of being close by to 
several of the amenities of home. Is 
this collective experience something 
that will change the way that educa-
tion is done overall now? That is a 
question that I cannot answer, but it 
is important to consider. 

I do not know if I am the right 
person to have those answers. How-
ever, it is in being an optimistic 
person that I like to have faith that 
things will always get better. As the 
societal norm changes, it should not 
change the way that we treat each 
other and that collective pursuit for 
happiness which is so important for 
so many of us. 

Knowing that, I cannot help but 
wonder — what is your story in this 
strange but new normal world? 

Try as you may, 
you cannot hide 
behind a mask 

Christopher Miszczak
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: CHRISTOPHER MISZCZAK 

Is it possible we’re getting used to 
wearing these masks? 

Many Western students and pro-
fessors have shared concerns about 
online privacy amid online learn-
ing, especially as a recent hack calls 
Proctortrack’s security into question.

The remote-proctoring software’s 
parent company, Verificient, expe-
rienced a security breach several 
weeks ago and temporarily shut 
down the program, leaving profs 
without proctoring in the height of 
midterm season.

Western University followed-up a 
day later, as the vice-provost emailed 
students, announcing they would 
notify students and faculty when the 
program is once again deemed safe.

“Western takes the data protec-
tion and privacy of its students very 
seriously and will not be proceeding 
with the use of Proctortrack until we 
are confident that it is safe to do so,” 
the email read.

Verificient has since confirmed 
no student data was accessed during 
the hack, but Western has not con-
firmed if they will continue to use 
the program.

Although Proctortrack is now 
back up and running, prior to the 

breach, many professors had their 
own reasons to either use or avoid 
the software.

Qihuang Zhang, a biostatistician 
and Western professor, allowed his 
students to choose whether they 
are proctored over Zoom or Proc-
tortrack. He believes that students 
should choose what  proctoring 
system works best for them.

“On the one hand, some students 
have strong privacy concerns with 
Proctortrack and some students 
have severe technical difficulties,” 
said Zhang.

He offered Proctortrack as he 
wanted students to have an option 
to be asynchronous, which Zoom 
proctoring would not allow.

“My exam schedule is not on 
the same day in the class and thus 
students might have conflicts with 
the other exams or other courses. 
We also have students from differ-
ent time zones and I do not want to 
ask them to get up at midnight to do 
the exam.”

Students’ privacy concerns pre-
date the hack, as over 10,000 
students signed a petition asking 
Western to discontinue the use of 
Proctortrack within the first month 
of classes. Student concern has only 
grown since the hack.

Ricardas Zitikis, an associate pro-
fessor  in Western’s statistical and 
actuarial sciences department, was 
using Proctortrack up until West-
ern’s announcement on Oct. 15. His 
primary concern is maintaining the 
integrity of testing.

“Even though I do not claim that 
students would misbehave … we 
have to enhance their credibility in 

addition to the honesty of students.”
Zitikis said he understands stu-

dents’ privacy concerns linked to 
Proctortrack. However, he still sees 
the value in the software. 

“If someone tries to enter your 
house it does not mean you have to 
sell the house. You just have to think 
about how to enhance your security,” 
he said.

Although he has tried Zoom proc-
toring, Zitikis feels it gives students 
greater opportunity to cheat com-
pared to Proctortrack. He hopes the 
university will make a clear decision 
on how professors should proc-
tor online.

“It is not for me to judge. I think 
it is the registrars’ office that should 
make this decision,” he said.

Profs cite academic integrity, time 
zones as reasons to use Proctortrack

CREDIT: MARTIN ALLEN (GAZETTE) 

Recent hacks have called Proctortrack’s security into question. 

Emma Fairgrieve
GAZETTE



ACROSS
1. It’s right under your nose
6. Marine eagle
10. Guinea pigs, maybe
14. Yoga posture
15. A-line line
16. �Barbara of “I Dream of 

Jeannie”
17. Pronunciation aid
19. Choice
20. One up
21. Propel, in a way
22. �2002 Literature Nobelist 

Kertesz
23. Discontinued Saturn models
24. Self starter?
26. Common contraction
28. Circus cries
29. Gap
33. Forbidden: Var.
37. Place (archaic)
39. Chopper blade
40. Impertinent youngsters
43. Jack of “The Great Dictator”
44. Alphabet run
45. J.D. Salinger heroine
46. Dictators’ aides
48. Chemical suffix
49. Longtime NBC hit, for short
50. �Part of a Canadian military 

platoon (Abbr.)
51. Blood component
55. Course
58. Bailout key
60. Widely recognized
62. “If you ask me,” to texters
63. Tending to fade from sight
65. Cheat, in a way
66. Actress Miles
67. Retort to “You are not!”
68. Requiem Mass word
69. Feudal laborer
70. More cunning

DOWN
1. Volvo alternatives
2. �Rocker heard in  

“Eyes Wide Shut”
3. Foul
4. College credits
5. Of sound mind
6. Clairvoyance, e.g.
7. Second time around vehicles
8. “The Lion King” lion
9. Chef Lagasse
10. �Means of looking above and 

beyond
11. Kind of cheese
12. Yukon, for one (Abbr.)
13. Bygone blade
18. Iris part
25. Bake, as eggs
27. Ball field covering
30. Aussie sedan-trucks
31. “Cheers” regular
32. End of a pulley block
33. Noah’s ark groupings
34. At the drop of ___

35. Velodrome vehicle
36. How some plans go
38. Loosen, as laces
41. Unskilled worker
42. Mommy’s sis
47. Record jacket
51. Disneyland locale, briefly
52. Foe
53. Dentist’s direction
54. Cast member
55. Wigwam
56. Like a 911 call (Abbr).
57. Perlman of “Cheers”
59. Cinematographer Nykvist
61. �Settings of four series in a 

CBS franchise
64. Not, to a Scot

US PRESIDENTS

Teddy
Adams
Johnson
Ford
Kennedy

Hoover
FD Roosevelt
Madison
Lincoln
Washington

Bush
Reagan
Nixon
Truman
Carter

Jefferson
Clinton
Jackson
Grant
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“The ballot is stronger than the bullet.” — Abraham Lincoln
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Horoscopes
Aries
Look for a healthy way to use 

pent-up energy these next few 
weeks. Overthinking a situation 
will lead to trouble. Take your 
time; observation will help you 
realize what’s possible. Gather 
facts, and substantiate the best 
way to bring about change with-
out causing upset. A partnership 
will need an adjustment before 
you can move forward with your 
plans. Emotions will swell if you 
try to make changes without suf-
ficient preparation. 

Taurus
Engage in a conversation with 

someone who has helped you 
or provided clarity. The infor-
mation you gather will help you 
deal with a positive life adjust-
ment. Take a unique approach to 
a situation that can affect your 
status. It’s best not to prejudge 
someone based on what others 
say. Be resourceful, and offer 
a solution that will benefit ev-
eryone. Anger will mount if you 
let someone interfere with your 
schedule. 

Gemini
Make wise decisions. Be less 

eager to please someone who 
doesn’t appreciate you, and 
pour your energy into something 
that will benefit you. A sugges-
tion someone makes may not be 
feasible or in your best interest. 
Consider what’s best for you. 
Keep your emotions out of the 
equation, and you’ll avoid a ma-
nipulative encounter. You’ll see 
situations clearly. Take the high 
road, and resolve issues using in-
telligence, not ultimatums. 

Cancer
You’ll feel compelled to ac-

cept an invitation that poses a 
danger to your health that you 
should pass on. Your input will 
draw favourable attention from 
someone who can influence your 
future. A unique offer will be 
hard to resist. You may not like 
change, but don’t deny yourself 
a better lot. Run your plans by 
anyone who will be affected by 
the decisions you make before 
signing a contract. 

Leo
You’ll face opposition if you 

get into emotional discussions 
with someone you need on your 
side. Take a step back and rethink 
how best to keep the peace. 
Compromise will be necessary. 
Focus on opportunities instead 
of trying to do something unre-
alistic. Know your limits, and use 
your skills wisely. Don’t waste 
your time, effort or energy argu-
ing with someone who will never 
see things your way. 

Virgo
Make arrangements with 

someone you love. Discussing 
plans will ensure that you are 
heading in the same direction. A 
lifestyle change is encouraged. 
You’ll receive unexpected feed-
back that will help you decide 
what you want to do with your 
life. When opportunity knocks, 
don’t hesitate to open the door. 
A joint money matter will leave 
you worried. Before you agree 
to something, look at the conse-
quences. 

Libra
Take it easy. It’s time to reju-

venate and contemplate what 
you want to do next. You have 
more options than you realize. 
Follow the path that leads you to 
a better and happier life. Don’t 
be too trusting. Listen to what’s 
being offered, and don’t agree to 
anything that jeopardizes your 
professional future. You have 
plenty of energy, but if you don’t 
channel it wisely, you will likely 
end up in an emotional situation 
that can disrupt your home and 
a close relationship. 

Scorpio
Good things come to those 

who wait. Bide your time and 
position yourself for a brighter 
future. It’s important to be ready 
when the right opportunity 
comes your way. You’ll get a dif-
ferent point of view from some-
one you admire. Seeing a situa-
tion from a different perspective 
will give you the courage to pre-
pare for the future. You’ll face 
some uncertainty. 

Sagittarius
Check in with a friend or rela-

tive you haven’t talked to lately, 
and you’ll receive emotional sup-
port regarding a personal prob-
lem that’s weighing you down. 
A couple of changes at home 
will make life easier and possi-
bly more affordable if you do the 
work yourself. An online video 
will help you more than some-
one who assumes to know more 
than you. A home improvement 
you make will make it easier for 
you to start a small business on 
the side. 

Capricorn
Pay close attention to your ex-

penditures. How you handle your 
cash and the people who de-
pend on you will determine your 
emotional and financial stabili-
ty. Refuse to let someone from 
your past interfere in your per-
sonal life. A sticky situation will 
develop if you get involved in 
someone’s business. Be a good 
listener, but don’t offer advice 
when you only have one side of 
the story. 

Aquarius
Stick to what and who you 

know and trust and you’ll avoid a 
manipulative situation that’s not 
in your best interest. It’s OK to 
want to please others, but don’t 
let anyone take advantage of 
you. Do something creative and 
you’ll find a way to turn it into 
a lucrative pastime. Follow your 
heart, and do what brings you 
joy. The more you put into some-
thing you enjoy doing the more 
you will get in return. 

Pisces
Check out your options and 

make a decision based on who 
is involved in what you are try-
ing to pursue. Align yourself with 
like-minded people who will con-
tribute as much creatively and 
financially as you. A suggestion 
you offer to a cause you support 
will be taken seriously. Greater 
involvement will bring you in vir-
tual contact with someone who 
will influence your future. Expect 
to face interference. 

Freshman Fifteen

By Alan Dungo
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Athletes are just like celebrities. 
Everyone watches them and idol-
izes them. And lately, we have seen 
athletes take a stand in the political 
sphere. 

You can’t talk about political 
stands with athletes without men-
tioning Muhammad Ali. In 1967, 
he was a boxing heavyweight world 
champion. This was also around the 
time that the United States was really 
invested in the Vietnam War. Ali was 
drafted but didn’t enlist himself and 
declared himself a conscientious 
objector. He was then later arrested 
and found guilty on draft evasion. 

Ali didn’t fight in the war based 
on his Muslim beliefs. Then, the 
Supreme Court overruled his con-
viction in 1971, and he won back 
the heavyweight world title in 1974 
from George Foreman at the famed 
“Rumble in the Jungle” in Zaire. At 
the time polls showed that a major-
ity of Americans didn’t agree with 
his decision, but as time has passed 
more people now agree with his 
decision. 

Major League Baseball player 
Carlos Delgado, who played in 
Canada with the Toronto Blue Jays, 
took a stand by staying in the dugout 
during the 2004 season, when it had 
become tradition during the seventh 
inning for players to stand for the 
singing of “God Bless America.” 

In a 2004 Toronto Star story, Del-
gado explained why he protested: 
“It’s a very terrible thing that hap-
pened on September 11. It’s (also) 
a terrible thing that happened in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, I just feel so 
sad for the families that lost relatives 
and loved ones in the war. But I think 
it’s the stupidest war ever.” 

Some Olympic teams have taken 
political stands as well. There have 
been several occasions where entire 
Olympic teams haven’t competed in 
the games. 

In 1908, Irish athletes boycotted 
the Olympics due to Britain’s refusal 
to grant Ireland independence. In 

1980, 62 countries led by the U.S. 
boycotted the Moscow summer 
Olympics after the Soviet Union 
invaded Afghanistan on Christ-
mas Eve in 1979. But, it wasn’t the 
athlete’s choice to boycott those 
Olympics, instead it was U.S. pres-
ident Jimmy Carter’s decision. 

In the past decade, athletes have 
had more of an impact on their posi-
tions in politics. Two major sports 
in America had key superstars pro-
test. In the National Football League 
(NFL), Colin Kaepernick, followed 
by then teammates of his, knelt 
during the National Anthem during 
the 2016 season. 

Kaepernick was protesting police 
brutality against African-Ameri-
cans that we continue to see today 
in America, while others thought 
he was protesting the military. He 
was criticized by the Republican 
presidential nominee and now U.S. 
President, Donald Trump. He even-
tually asked for his release and let go 
by the San Francisco 49ers and he 
still hasn’t found an NFL job since.

Also, in the National Basketball 
Association (NBA), the biggest 
superstar in the sport, LeBron 
James, hasn’t been shy in letting 
the world know the positions and 
stances he chooses. But it really all 
started when James made comments 
about Trump. 

James said on the Rolling with the 
Champion podcast, “the number one 
job, the point of person, is someone 
who doesn’t understand the people, 
and who really don’t give an [exple-
tive] about the people.” That’s when 
Fox News anchor Laura Ingraham 
called James out and said that James 
should just “shut up and dribble.” 
Since then, James has spoken on 
key issues and is helping unregis-
tered voters to vote this year in the 
American election. 

Sure, athletes aren’t politicians. 
Those two jobs are very differ-
ent. But like any other athlete, they 
have people who look up to them. 
By taking these political stances, it 
shows their true character and shows 
that no matter what job you have, 
your voice can be heard.  

A history of 
athletes taking 
political stances

CREDIT: GRINDI 

Heavyweight world champion Muhammad Ali is one of many notable athletes to stand 
up for his beliefs. 

Skylar McCarthy
INTERROBANG

It was a tough day for Canadian 
university sports as Ontario Uni-
versity Athletics (OUA) decided to 
cancel the remainder of the 2020-21 
sports season on Oct. 15.

Western Mustangs student-athletes 
will now have to wait until August 
2021 to compete again, assuming the 
OUA deems it safe to return.

However, Christine Stapleton, 
the director of sport and recreation 
at Western University, said Mus-
tangs Athletics is still working hard 
to get back on the playing field as 
soon as they believe it is safe for 
their athletes.

“There’s still an opportunity in 
January where it’s safe and obvi-
ously allowed by the respective 
institution to compete,” stated Sta-
pleton. “We have a very strong 
Return to Play plan that we’ll con-
tinue to pivot and adjust on … this 
[decision] today certainly will hurt.”

Although Western is one of the 
few universities in Canada that sus-
pended non-academic activities, the 
athletics department shares the same 
Return to Play plan as directed by 
provincial and national sport organi-
zations as well as the Mustangs sport 
medical team.

Western differs from other schools 
as it paused in-person practices 
with a rise of coronavirus cases on 
campus since classes started.

While Mustangs Athletics con-
tinues to monitor the pandemic, 
Stapleton said student-athletes 
and coaches are still hard at work. 
Teams are using virtual platforms 
to communicate and log their train-
ing sessions as well as keeping up 
with their academic responsibilities 
during this extended off-season.

“Obviously, they’re student-ath-
letes so we do our academic 
mentoring and their focus on school 
is primary,” explained Stapleton. 
“We’re taking this as an opportunity 
to introduce a different curriculum to 
our student-athletes where we can 
work on their leadership.”

Kinduct, a digital athlete-mon-
itoring program, became a major 
component of how Mustangs train 
virtually.

“[Kinduct] has become very cen-
tral to the way we can monitor our 
student athletes and their strength 
and conditioning, their individual 
training and their mental health and 
wellness,” said Stapleton. “Now 
more than ever, the digital system of 
athlete-monitoring is more import-
ant. It’s been extremely beneficial 
for our coaches to stay in-touch with 
their student-athletes.”

Coaches have also been affected 
by the cancellations. Since they’ve 
been away from the field, coaching 
staff have had more time to recruit 
for the fall 2021 season. 

Next year’s season is still in ques-
tion as officials are unsure whether 
it will be safe for university sports, 

however, Stapleton said there is 
hope for their future athletes to play 
in the post-pandemic era.

“Obviously, the coaches are 
still recruiting like crazy because 
there will be sport after COVID-
19 and part of maintaining the 
strong programs that we have is the 
robust recruiting that we do,” said 
Stapleton.

Stapleton explained the cancelled 
season will have no impact on the 
university’s decision to hold rec-
reational activities and intramural 
competition this year.

Western has still not provided an 
update about athletic ancillary fees, 
specifically the Western Sport and 
Recreation Service fee, as many of 
the services it pays for are no longer 
available for students.

Looking forward to 2021, Sta-
pleton explained how sport is going 
to be a critical part of the pandemic 
recovery at Western because of the 
university’s winning tradition and 
spirit for athletics.

“This virus is difficult to predict,” 
said Stapleton.

“I think we are looking forward 
though because we know that sport 
is such a core piece of the spirit tra-
dition up here at Western. We don’t 
know the timing yet ... we know 
that sport will play that pivotal 
role in our post-COVID-19 recov-
ery; that inspiration and spirit that 
we’re looking for on the other side 
of COVID-19.”

Mustangs Athletics 
remains optimistic 
despite OUA 
cancellations
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The Ontario University Athletics (OUA) has decided to cancel the remainder of the 2020-21 sports season due to COVID-19. 
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