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Hello readers!
Welcome to the annual Interro-

bang Sex issue. This issue plays an 
important role in helping educate 
you, our readers, on sexual health 
resources around campus, topics 
of consent and issues pertaining 
to the LGBTQ2S+ community. 
Of course, you can still find all 
of that here, but one topic in par-
ticular has moved to the forefront 
of this issue, and you can proba-
bly guess what it is.

Yes, the announcement of a fed-
eral election completely shifted 
our focus. Yet what we found 
was that this shift was decidedly, 
well, easy. Sex and politics will 
always be intricately connected 
in a society that views women 
as secondary citizens, gender as 
binary, and sex as taboo. Just this 
week, the leader of the People’s 
Party of Canada (PPC) announced 
his plans to abolish the “trans 
agenda,” meanwhile lawmakers 
in Texas quietly passed an abor-
tion bill so restrictive that it all 
but dismantled Roe v. Wade, and 
the years of efforts put forth by 
advocacy groups to grant women 
autonomy over their own bodies. 

But this issue looks beyond pol-
itics, discussing media portrayals 
of love, sex and gender and the, 
sometimes negative, effects they 
can have on our own percep-
tions of intimacy. Were Ross and 
Rachel ever really couple goals? 
Why are we still having to explain 
that no, Bella and Edward were 
not the perfect couple? 

Ultimately what we find is that 
having conversations, and normal-
izing the topics of sex and gender 
in our society is the only way to 
move forward. By reading this 
newspaper, you too are helping 
destigmatize the topic of sex in 
the media. Thank you.

Enjoy, 

COVER:
Ian Indiano

SEPTEMBER 21, 2021

WHY  
ATTEND?

REGISTER 
IN ADVANCE

AND RECEIVE

2 PM TO 6 PM EST

JOB FAIR
VIRTUAL
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R
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A great opportunity to connect with employers with open positions in the  
London region, and employment agencies that can prepare you for the workforce.

• Nothing replaces connecting with 
companies directly to make a great 
impression

• Speak directly with company 
representatives

• Learn more about employers beyond the 
information on their website

• A list of companies and job titles 
available

• Details about free preparation 
workshops leading up to the job fair

Jobseekers will benefit from: Meeting with a number of employers and employment agencies all in one 
place; connecting over chat or video; searching for relevant positions; sharing your resume in real-time; 
accessing the platform on any device; virtual workshops leading up to the job fair

REGISTER NOW! 
ledc.com/event/london-and-area-works-virtual-job-fair-sept-21
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After two weeks of statements 
that a vaccination policy was in the 
works, Fanshawe College announced 
its official vaccination plan Sept. 7, 
the same day that the 2021-22 school 
year kicked off. 

The policy states that all students, 
staff, faculty, contractors and visitors 
to Fanshawe College will need to be 
fully vaccinated against COVID-19 
in order to access campus by Nov. 
5, 2021. 

To be fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19 in this case means 
that individuals will need to have 
received two doses of a Health 
Canada or Public Health Ontario 
approved vaccine by Nov. 5. This 
includes the 14 day mark since a 
second dose, meaning individuals 
must receive their second dose by 
Friday, Oct. 22 at the latest.

Fully vaccinated individuals 
will need to register their vaccina-
tion status through an electronic 
registration system, though little 
information about the system has 
been released as of yet. The college 
noted that it will not have access to 
anyone’s personal health informa-
tion, only confirmation of a person’s 
vaccination or medical accommoda-
tion approval. 

Exemption will be granted for 
medical reasons and those with 
approved medical exemption will 
be required to show proof of a neg-
ative COVID test result within the 
last 72 hours. There will be no faith-
based or Human Rights Code related 
exemptions allowed, based on direc-
tives from the province. 

Anyone who is not fully vacci-
nated or is not granted exemption 

by Nov. 5 will not be permitted on 
campus. 

Students and staff who refuse the 
vaccine will receive further direc-
tives in the future. Students who 
refuse the vaccine may have their 
campus studies deferred or transi-
tioned to a fully online delivery, if 
possible.

Fanshawe is hosting the Middle-
sex-London Health Unit (MLHU) 
on campus for several COVID-19 
immunization clinics during school 

start up this fall. At Fanshawe’s 
London campus, vaccinations 
are available in Room G104 on 
Monday, Sept. 13 from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. and on Friday, Sept. 17 from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Meanwhile, on 
Fanshawe’s South campus, vac-
cination clinics will be available 
Wednesday, Sept. 15 from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and Thursday, Sept. 24 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Further dates 
and times for the clinics can be 
found on the myFanshawe portal. 

Fanshawe outlines 
vaccination policy

CREDIT: HANNAH THEODORE 

Everyone on campus will need to be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 by Nov. 5 2021. 

Hannah Theodore
INTERROBANG

Western warned recent OWeek 
large gatherings and “aggressive 
behaviour” have put in-person fall 
classes in jeopardy.

In a joint statement on Sept. 7, 
Western University and the Uni-
versity Students’ Council said the 
gatherings near campus are a “blatant 
disregard for the campus commu-
nity, public health and the law.”

“We want to be clear,” the univer-
sity wrote. “If this activity continues, 
the academic year we have so care-
fully planned will not happen.”

The message comes in response 
to an Orientation Week that’s seen 
rowdy crowds both on and off 
campus, particularly near Brough-
dale Avenue — traditionally a 
popular party location during the 
university’s Fake Homecoming. 

Videos across social media, par-
ticularly on Instagram accounts like 
Western Savages, show students 
gathering unmasked in large groups 

on residential streets. Students are 
shown climbing on top of vehicles 
and jumping off of electrical poles 
into the crowds. 

The university and students’ coun-
cil threatened in-person learning, 
athletics and other extracurricu-
lars could be lost if the gatherings 
continue. 

“We have all worked so hard to get 
to where we are today. It would be 
disappointing to lose it before it even 
starts,” read the statement. 

The Middlesex-London Health 
Unit issued similar warnings in 
an afternoon media briefing, with 
chief medical officer of health Dr. 
Chris Mackie saying he was “very 
concerned” by the activity near 
Western’s campus. 

“We know that the majority of stu-
dents are vaccinated but not all ... 
you’ve got vaccinated and unvacci-
nated people mixing,” Dr. Mackie 
said. “If you have those sorts of large 
gatherings, even outdoors, we will 
see tremendous spread.”

In-person undergraduate classes 
began Sept. 8. 

Western and USC 
issue warning in 
response to parties

CREDIT: YIFEI ZHANG (GAZETTE) 

Students celebrate on the first night of OWeek, September 6, 2021.

Hope Mahood
GAZETTE

Many of us have been there before: 
you’re ready to get intimate with a 
partner when one or both of you 
realize you don’t have protection. 
Cue the exasperated and uncom-
fortable trip to the pharmacy, where 
many feel nervous or embarrassed 
having to cash out with a pack of 
Trojan brand condoms and some KY 
jelly. The negative stigma towards 
sex in our society often makes us 
feel uneasy at being seen purchas-
ing these kind of products, despite 
the fact that sex is a natural and 
normal activity that nearly every-
one partakes in. This discomfort 
can sometimes lead to hasty deci-
sions, leading to unprotected sex, 
unwanted pregnancies, and STIs. 

Fanshawe’s Sexual Violence Pre-
vention Advisor, Leah Marshall 
understands the discomfort that 
many young people face in this 
situation. That’s why two sexual 
health vending machines can now be 
found on Fanshawe’s main campus, 
allowing for easy, discreet access to 

countless necessary pharmacy items. 
“A big part of having the machines 

on campus is….not only to de-stig-
matize, but also normalize sex and 
sexual health and that sex isn’t all 
about what we’ve been taught,” 
said Marshall. “A lot of our sexual 
health teachings have really only 
focused on specific things like repro-
duction, where we are focusing on 
pleasure-based sex and the ability 
for people to choose what’s right 
for their body and what feels good 
for them.”

Various universities and colleges 
across Ont. have adopted phar-
macy-based vending machines, 
featuring common items like soap 
and toothpaste. But Marshall 
wanted to take Fanshawe’s vending 
machines even further.

“It was the thought of not only 
having some of those pharmacy 
items, but really the focus of the 
machines being condoms, dental 
dams, pregnancy tests, as well as 
reusable menstrual products and so 
on, on campus.”

The machines will still feature 
various pharmacy items like laundry 
detergent, toothpaste and Tylenol. 

All of the items, including products 
like Diva Cups, are also available 
to students at cost, adding an extra 
benefit to students who may be 
struggling financially.

“A student could go to a drug store 
and pay typically around $40 for one 
of these reusable menstrual cups,” 
said Marshall. “In the machine, they 
can access it for $20. So it’s basically 
a better deal than what we were even 
getting at cost.”

The machines can be found in 
two easily-accessible locations; one 
can be found on the main floor of 
the Student Centre Building near 
the Fanshawe Student Union (FSU) 
office, and the other can be found 
in Falcon House, just off the lobby.

“My hope is, in the future, to have 
more of these machines accessible 
across campus, but this is where 
we’re starting,” said Marshall. 

The machines have been running 
on campus since March 2021, but 
limited student traffic due to the pan-
demic has made it hard to gauge the 
popularity of the machines. Marshall 
has heard some positive feedback 
from students who have been access-
ing the products inside, though.

“The students that have used 
them like the ability to access 
products without having to do a 
transaction with someone,” she 
said. “And so there’s also some 
anonymity in that process….like, 
we’re breaking down a lot of the 
stigma around sex and sexual 
health. And so, any way we can 
do that, if someone can go to a 

machine and purchase something, 
sometimes that’s more comfortable 
than going in and having that inter-
action with a person.”

For more information on Fan-
shawe’s sexual health vending 
machines, or to seek support for 
gender-based violence, contact 
Leah Marshall at lkmarshall@fan-
shawec.ca.

Sexual health vending 
machines at your convenience

CREDIT: HANNAH THEODORE 

Fanshawe’s sexual health vending machine, located in the Student Centre Building. 

Hannah Theodore 
INTERROBANG
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The Ontario government will 
exempt most post-secondary insti-
tutions from capacity limits and 
distancing measures despite these 
measures being implemented across 
the province.

According to a statement by 
Western University, “The province 
is allowing flexibility for capac-
ity limits and physical distancing in 
indoor instructional spaces, includ-
ing classrooms, labs and libraries.”

This news came days after West-
ern University’s faculty association 
called upon the school to “strictly 
adhere to Ontario’s Step 3 regula-
tions for indoor capacity and physical 
distance limitations.”

The University of Western 
Ontario Faculty Association has also 
encouraged the university to delay 
in-person learning for courses which 
cannot comply with the regulations, 
among other things. Kings Univer-
sity College Faculty Association 
and PSAC Local 610, the graduate 
teaching assistants and postdoc-
toral researchers union at Western 
has since joined the school’s fac-
ulty association in encouraging the 
administration to implement addi-
tional safety measures.

In a memo, the Ontario 

Confederation of University Fac-
ulty Associations commended the 
government’s mandating of vaccine 
policies in post-secondary institu-
tions but encouraged the government 
not to let universities “recklessly 
increase capacity limits.”

“A safe return to campus requires 
a thoughtful and comprehensive 
provincial strategy that not only 
includes mandatory vaccination pol-
icies, but also proper infrastructure 

investments, necessary supports 
for international students, limits on 
class sizes, and implementation of 
health and safety measures—includ-
ing mandatory masking and physical 
distancing—informed by the most 
up-to-date science on COVID-
19,” said Sue Wurtele, President of 
the OCUFA.

Western has confirmed that they 
are committed to returning to in-per-
son learning this fall, with mask and 

vaccination mandates for all those on 
campus, strong ventilation require-
ments, daily health screenings, 
on-campus vaccination and testing 
centres, enhanced cleaning, new 
wastewater testing, protective shields 
in classrooms and safety ambassa-
dors in buildings across campus. 

According to University Students’ 
Council president Zamir Fakirani, 
the USC has not yet been updated 
on the university’s plan. 

“The USC is looking forward to 
seeing the updates from Western as 
new regulations are announced,” 
said Fakirani. “So far, students 
have given us feedback that they 
are happy with the health and safety 
provisions adopted by Western 
from mandatory masking indoors, 
required vaccinations (except in rare 
circumstances), air ventilation, and 
providing rapid testing and vaccine 
clinics on campus.”

Province exempts university classrooms from 
capacity limits, social distancing measures

CREDIT: LIAM MCINNIS (GAZETTE) 

The Ontario government will exempt most post-secondary institutions from capacity limits and distancing measures despite these measures being implemented across the 
province.

Rebekah Rodrigues 
GAZETTE
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Recently, Fanshawe College 
partnered with the London Envi-
ronmental Network and a non-profit 
agency, Depave Paradise to imple-
ment the Depave Paradise project 
on campus. The Depave Paradise 
project helps prevent pollution, 
create heat sinks, and more, all 
from removing unused pavement 
and replacing it with greenery. 

“The idea is that there is a lot 
of impermeable covering in our 
society, every street, side-walk, 
driveway, parking lot, all the places 
where we have buildings and man-
ufacturing plants, they all stop the 
water from getting into the ground,” 
Associate Dean of the Donald J. 
Smith School of Building Tech-
nology at Fanshawe College, Steve 
Crema said.

The project is volunteer-based 
and hopes to connect local resi-
dents within the community, giving 
them a sense of ownership, inspira-
tion, and the ability to educate the 
public. Areas with unused pavement 
that span around 100 meters squared 
or more, along with publicly acces-
sible property are a few ideal factors 
that are suitable for the project. 

“So, we have to build and manage 
the storm water and rainwater, 
which is damaging to the environ-
ment,” added Crema. “A lot of the 
times we have excess amount of 
asphalt and paving. For example, 

when malls go out of business, 
the Depave movement is looking 
for opportunities to remove that 
unused asphalt or paving or drive-
ways, parking lots, and return it to a 
more natural environment.” 

Aside from the environmental 
benefits, some of the final proj-
ects became rain gardens, edible 
gardens, sensory gardens, natural-
ization, planting of trees, and green 
playgrounds. 

“We allow it to produce plants, 
trees, flowers, and help us manage 
the water. So, instead of the entire 
parking lot having to be drained into 
the sewer, we have areas of green 
space, grass, trees, flower beds and 
gardens that will absorb the rain,” 
said Crema. 

The Depave Paradise agency 
has multiple resources and tools 
and detailed trainings. It also orga-
nizes events to help attain public and 
media engagement, and a national 
peer learning network of Depave 
Paradise coordinators. The agency 
also expects a site host for each 
of their projects. A site host is an 
organization or group which hosts 
a Depave Paradise event on their 
property. At Fanshawe College, the 
site host was the London Environ-
mental Network. 

“The national, not for profit 
agency, Depave Paradise, they work 
with local environmental groups, 
including the London Environmen-
tal Network here in London, as well 
as other cities in Ontario and across 
the country,” said Crema. “The 

London Environmental Network 
finds places, institutions, hospitals, 
manufacturing plants, and whatever 
they can find, who are willing to, 
you know, let’s say donate part of 
the space on their property that is 
no longer needed to have asphalted. 
Then, we get funding and do some 
donations and some volunteers, 

and it becomes a multi-pronged 
partnership.

“So, Depave Paradise is a national 
group that contact London Environ-
mental Network, who reached out 
to see if Fanshawe had an opportu-
nity to give up some of our concrete 
space for this project,” said Crema.  

Crema also added that the third 

partner, majority of the group of 
volunteers, were from MTE Consul-
tants, a company which is partnered 
with Fanshawe, and has completed 
several renovations on-campus. 
They are also a part of the per-
manent advisory committees for 
several programs in the school of 
building technology at Fanshawe. 

Fanshawe goes green with 
Depave Paradise project

CREDIT: FANSHAWE MEDIA SERVICES 

A group shot of volunteers and another of volunteer Christine Mettler (an employee with Green Communities Canada).

Aisha Javaid
INTERROBANG

Photos by Brendan Beamish

Students, staff and faculty celebrate Fanshawe’s Orientation Day at the 
President’s Welcome BBQ, Sept. 7, 2021.
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The London Police Service 
launched Project LEARN (Liquor 
Enforcement and Reduction of 
Noise) on Sept. 5.

The project, which was first 
launched in 2007, aims to educate 
students on nuisance parties, open 
fires, noise, littering, and public uri-
nation in the city.

“The London Police Service 
extends a warm welcome to all stu-
dents who are settling in for the start 
of classes. While this is an excit-
ing time for many, we are reminding 
students to be a good neighbour 
and to be respectful of all area res-
idents,” said Staff Sergeant Chris 
Carne in a statement. “Striking a 

balance between having a good 
time and following health guide-
lines laid out by health officials 
will be the key to a safe and enjoy-
able school year as we navigate the 
fourth wave of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, together.”

Cst. Scott Mandich said students 
can expect an increased police pres-
ence around Fanshawe College, 
Western University, and downtown 
London, as police educate students 
on noise reduction and best safety 
practices.

“Officers inform students about 
laws, and crime prevention tips,” 
said Mandich.

The initiative, which focuses on 
a balanced approach of education 
as well as enforcement, involves 
heavier police presence in areas pri-
marily dominated by students. The 

program runs every year around the 
time the fall semester kicks off. 

“We strive to build strong rela-
tionships with our community,” said 
Mandich. “The increased police 
presence during Project LEARN 
allows us to build positive rela-
tionships with students, helping 
students know how to have a good 
time within the confines of public 
health measures.”

As with the previous year, this 
school year brings with it many 
by-laws regarding COVID-19. 
Mandich said these by-laws will be 
enforced and Project LEARN auxil-
iary officers will be taking the time 
to educate students on them.

“As long as people abide by 
these measures, then they can have 
a happy, healthy and safe school 
year,” said Mandich. “It’s been chal-
lenging for everyone and London 
Police are trying our best to navi-
gate that. We’re just hoping students 
do their part.”

Under Step 3 of Ontario’s Road-
map to Reopen, indoor gatherings 
are permitted for up to 25 people, 
while outdoor gatherings are per-
mitted for up to 100 people. 

Project LEARN has been a con-
sistent initiative by London Police 
for 14 years, something Mandich 
said is a testament to the effective-
ness of the program.

“It’s been well received by stu-
dents as well as residents here and 
I think the fact that it’s been ongoing 
for the past 14 years is a testament to 
the success of the program,” he said. 
“It’s what people choose to make 

of it. If people are here to have a 
good time, but are also mindful of 
restrictions in terms of by-laws and 
public health measures, then we 
won’t have any issues.”

The main goal of Project LEARN 
is education. Along with admin-
istrative and student partners at 
Fanshawe College, students will 

always have access to information 
regarding the law.

“Everyone’s health and safety 
is the most important thing, so as 
long as everyone is mindful of that, 
I think we’ll have a really success-
ful year,” said Mandich.

Project LEARN will run until 
Sept. 25, 2021.

London Police launch Project 
LEARN for another year

CREDIT: THEADESIGN 

Project LEARN kicks off for another year of education and enforcement. 

Hannah Theodore
INTERROBANG
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One more school year begins, and 
with it, another year for Interrobang 
and for this very column. For our 
first-time readers, Off the Radar is a 
column dedicated to informing you 
about what else is happening around 
the world, apart from the big news 
that occupies most of the press. Here 
we focus on what happens in small 
countries, in other continents, away 
from the Western world. As a col-
lege, Fanshawe is incredibly diverse, 
attracting people from all over the 
world. So, there’s nothing fairer than 
dedicating a space in our newspaper 
to remembering that the rest of the 
world also exists, and that it deserves 
our attention. 

Here are five off the radar 
news stories to help you stay 
well-informed.

Four golds for Chinese swim-
mer at the 2020 Paralympics

30-year-old para swimmer Zheng 
Tao won over the public after win-
ning four gold medals at the 2020 
Tokyo Paralympics. Tao lost both of 
his arms to an electric shock when 
he was a kid. He started swimming 
at the age of 13, making his inter-
national debut six years later, and 
winning his first Paralympic gold at 
London 2012. Since then, his career 
has been skyrocketing, culminating 
in his latest wins in backstroke, but-
terfly, and freestyle. With his latest 
four golds, he also broke four world 
records, reaffirming his place as one 
of the most successful Paralympians 
in history. 

North Korea’s Kim Jong-un 
calls for action on climate change

In a recent speech, North Korea’s 
Supreme Leader Kim Jong-un said 
that new measures to overcome 
“abnormal climate” are needed. 
Since last year, the country has suf-
fered a series of natural disasters, 
such as typhoons and droughts, fol-
lowed by heavy monsoon rains that 
also resulted in devastating floods. 
The leader said that “urgent action” 
is needed and that the danger of cli-
mate change had become higher in 
recent years. North Korea was also 
hit hard by the pandemic. Although 
the country reported zero COVID-
19 cases, lockdowns were imposed, 
and its borders were sealed, which 
deeply affected the importation of 
vital goods from China. Kim’s dec-
larations came a week after the UN 
said that the country had rejected 
three million COVID-19 vac-
cine doses, claiming that the shots 
should be relocated to other coun-
tries in need.

Japan’s Prime Minister 
steps down

Only one year ago, Yoshihide 
Suga became Japan’s Prime Minister 
after the resignation of his predeces-
sor, Shinzo Abe. However, Suga has 
said he will not run for re-election 
as party leader this month, which 
will result in the end of his tenure. 
Recently, Suga’s approval ratings 
reached an all-time low. Right now, 
Japan is under a state of emergency 
due to the worst COVID-19 wave 
so far. It was Mr. Suga’s decision 
to host the Olympic Games and the 
Paralympic Games this year, despite 
the worsening of cases and a slow 

vaccination rate. His decision was 
largely unpopular among Japanese 
people. A spokesman said that Suga 
will focus on anti-coronavirus mea-
sures until the election, which should 
happen on Sept. 29. The new Liberal 
Democratic Party’s leader, Suga’s 
party, is expected to become the new 
Prime Minister. 

A toxic leak from a diamond 
mine in Angola kills 12 in Congo

A minister of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo said that the 
leak, which started in a mine in 
Angola, not only killed 12 people, 
but also left 4,500 sick and killed 
a massive number of fish. So far, 
the owners of the mine responsi-
ble for 75 per cent of the diamonds 
produced in Angola, have remained 
silent about the incident. One of the 
tributaries of the River Congo is 
now red after a reservoir contain-
ing toxic by-products leaked in late 
July. The contaminated fish were 
eaten by locals, resulting in many 
health issues. The extension of the 
environmental damages remains 
to be studied, but the Congolese 
authorities already said that they 
will seek damages. 

Ethiopia’s Tigray still in crisis
The fight between the Tigray 

rebels and the military continues 
despite thousands of deaths. The 
conflict started 10 months ago when 
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed sent 
troops to the Tigray region to over-
throw the regional government after 
a local election. The war already 
pushed hundreds of thousands of 
people towards refugee status and 
famine condition. Both sides have 
been accused of committing war 
crimes, such as rape and mass civil-
ian killings. Data shows that the war 
might be expanding to the neighbour 
regions of Amhara and Afar, which 
could result in an international crisis. 

CREDIT: IAN INDIANO 

Zheng Tao, the Chinese Para-swimmer, Mr. Yoshihide Suga, future ex-Prime Minister of Japan, and Kim Jong-un, Supreme Leader of North Korea.

Ian Indiano
INTERROBANG

Off the Radar:  
What’s going on  
in the world
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Fanshawe alumni band, Lost in 
Japan’s single Lonely won Corus 
Entertainment Radio’s second 
annual $20,000 Summer Song 
Contest. Group members include 
Addison Johnson (vocals and 
guitar), Chris Hoekstra (lead guitar), 
Karl Von Estorff (bass), and James 
Wiseman (drums). All members 
graduated from the Music Industry 
Arts (MIA) program at Fanshawe in 
2017, and during their time at the 
college, they were able to form their 
indie-pop band. 

Corus Radio stations spanning 
across the nation asked Canadian 
musicians to submit their original 
song to win a prize of $20,000. The 
judges selected the top 10 perfor-
mances prior to enlisting finalists to 
a public vote. 

“I think we applied in July, and 
we found out that we were in the top 
25, and a month later, we weren’t 
allowed to disclose anything, we 
found out we were in the top 10 
about a week later, and I was like, 
‘oh sweet!’” said Johnson. 

Their single, Lonely was recorded 
in 2019, and is about missing loved 
one’s while being on tour. Lonely was 
produced and mixed at Sugar Shack 
Studios in London by Juno-winning 
producer, Canadian recording Engi-
neering Professor, and MIA program 
coordinator, Dan Brodbeck.

“This is such a great opportunity 
for this talent and up-and-coming 
group,” said Brodbeck. “I always 
enjoy keeping track of and collab-
orating with our graduates. I love 
how bands forming in MIA and 
moving onto great things is starting 
to become the norm. It’s music to 
my ears.” 

The band previously won the Free 
98.1FM Made in London contest and 
the Jim Beam Make History Talent 
Search. They have also performed at 

the New Year’s Eve Bash at Victoria 
Park and Rock the Park. 

“We’re going to try later this year 
[to perform] but if not, you’ll see a 
lot of us in 2022, performing all over 
Canada,” said Johnson. “We’re still 
extremely excited about it and kind 

of on a high right now, we’re kind 
of riding that wave. We’re putting 
out a new single in Oct., so that’ll be 
funded from the money we received 
[from the contest].” 

The band experienced a few 
drawbacks due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, including being unable to 
perform shows. But the band took 
advantage of their time throughout 
the pandemic to continue to record 
and produce music together. 

“We understood at first, but now, 
we’re starting to get back into the 

groove of things again, and things 
are starting to work out again,” said 
Johnson. 

Lost in Japan as well as Fanshawe’s 
MIA department acknowledged the 
significance of the win and the pos-
itive impact it has made. 

Fanshawe MIA alums win  
big with Canada-wide award 

CREDIT: ALEXANDER LAM

Lost in Japan consists of four Fanshawe MIA grads.

Aisha Javaid
INTERROBANG

Unvaccinated Western com-
munity members will no longer 
have the option to get tested twice 
a week in lieu of a coronavirus 
vaccine if they wish to come on 
campus this fall.

The change to Western Univer-
sity’s vaccine policy came one day 
after a letter from the Council of 
Ontario Medical Officers of Health 
urged post-secondary institutions 
to mandate vaccines on campus. 

Western announced in early 
Aug. vaccines would be manda-
tory for those returning to campus 
this fall, but said unvaccinated stu-
dents may return if they underwent 
COVID-19 PCR testing twice a 
week. That second option has now 
been removed. 

“Unvaccinated students, fac-
ulty and staff at Western will no 
longer have the option to undergo 

twice-a-week testing in lieu of 
vaccination,” Western said in the 
update. “Only those with a medi-
cal or Ontario Human Rights Code 
exemption will be eligible for the 
regular, twice-a-week testing in 
order to be physically on campus 
this fall.”

A Western survey from last 
month indicated 90 per cent 
of community members who 
responded are fully vaccinated. 
The remaining 10 per cent of 
respondents indicated they plan to 
receive their first dose by Sept. 50 
per cent of all community members 
responded to the survey. 

The letter from COMOH recom-
mends mandatory full vaccinations 
against COVID-19 “for all indi-
viduals involved in any in-person 
activities on campus … with the 
rare exception of those individ-
uals who cannot be vaccinated,” 
said Dr. Charles Gardner, chair of 
the  COMOH, on behalf of all med-
ical officers and associate medical 

officers of health in Ontario’s 34 
public health units.

Dr. Gardener said the many 
COVID-19 outbreaks linked to 
Ontario university students in the 
fall and winter terms motivated 
COMOH’s “strong support” for a 
vaccination mandate.

COMOH’s letter also high-
lighted that vaccination rates have 
plateaued among university-age 
individuals. As of Aug. 25, 60.49 
per cent of Ontario adults aged 
18 to 29 are fully vaccinated. The 
age group, comprising 20-29 year-
olds, also contains “the highest 
cumulative number of cases,” the 
letter said. 

The newly updated policy took 
effect on Sept. 7. 

COMOH also recommended 
campuses enforce additional 
safety measures for those who have 
exemptions and those who cannot 
be fully vaccinated in time for the 
start of the fall semester.

“All individuals who are 

unvaccinated due to permitted 
exemptions or who are awaiting 
their second dose be required to 
adhere to additional health and 

safety measures, up to and includ-
ing serial and frequent rapid 
testing,” the recommendation 
outlined.

Western removes testing option 
for those unvaccinated on campus

Ashley Goveas
GAZETTE

CREDIT: YIFEI ZHANG (GAZETTE) 

Unvaccinated Western community members will no longer have the option to get 
tested twice a week in lieu of a coronavirus vaccine if they wish to come on campus 
this fall.
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Countries with a mandatory vote are con-
siderably fewer than the countries without it.

Canada, for example, never experienced a 
compulsory vote in its history. This discus-
sion is still incredibly relevant, and it always 
reappears when we are close to an election. 
In those moments most of us question our 
social responsibilities and the actual impact 
we have over a system arguably impenetra-
ble in its roots.

Samoa and Bulgaria introduced compulsory 
voting quite recently, in 2018 and 2016 respec-
tively. Other countries, however, repealed it in 
the last few years too, like Chile, Fiji and Par-
aguay, just to illustrate how this issue is still 
very much alive in the contemporary world.

Before we get to the numbers, we must pay 
attention to the two key words on this dilemma: 
right vs duty. In countries where voting is 
mandatory, it is viewed as a civic duty to com-
munity. A responsibility compared to paying 
taxes and jury duty.

In countries where voting is not manda-
tory, it is viewed as a civil right, like freedom 
of speech. And just like freedom of speech 
encapsulates the freedom not to speak, 
non-mandatory voting comprehends the right 
not to vote as an extension of right itself.

But this is where things get complicated. 
Because democracy is such a delicate thing that 
requires constant maintenance, and because 
voting is possibly the most important action 
to maintain it, which one is the best option to 
keep a functional system?

Looking at the numbers, in the last election 
in Canada, in 2019, 67 per cent of eligible 
Canadians voted. Therefore, around 33 per cent 
decided not to vote, i.e., not to take part of 
the choosing of our representatives. Although 
these numbers in Canada are more or less 
consistent, the last time the voter turnout of 
a federal election was higher than 70 per cent 
was in 1988.

Also in 2019, in Australia, where vote is 
compulsory, the voter turnout was around 91 
per cent. When the Netherlands abolished com-
pulsory vote in 1967, the turnout decreased by 
20 per cent. Venezuela did the same in 1993 
and saw a decrease of 30 per cent.

It seems inevitable that voluntary-voting 
countries have to deal with lower turnouts. 
And maybe that’s actually the point. It takes 
the obligation sense out of the equation with-
out punishment for those who chose to abstain. 
Brazil is the largest country where voting is 
mandatory, and despite the penalties against 
non-voters, at the 2014 presidential elec-
tion around 30 million people did not vote. 
Another consequence of compulsory voting 
are the satirical candidates and parties, like 
when a black rhinoceros from a zoo received 

100,000 protest votes in the 1958 São Paulo 
city council elections. The truth is that com-
pulsory voting doesn’t necessarily equal to 
actual political engagement.

Of course, the responsibility of showing 
up to vote shouldn’t be viewed as completely 
individual. We need to examine the social 
basis of this responsibility. It is the govern-
ment’s responsibility not only to engage the 
population politically, but also to honour 
democracy with a system that reaffirms the 
participation, and the sovereignty of people’s 
needs. It’s not going too far to claim that prob-
ably most people that don’t vote are precisely 
those ones who need more representation in 
the government.

Bringing it to our microcosmos, let’s think 
London. In the last 2018 municipal elections 

the vote turnout was astonishingly 40 per cent. 
When less than half of the eligible population 
vote, how can this be possibly described as a 
democracy?

Every political and governmental system is 
an intellectual abstract human creation, and 
therefore, can always be changed or replaced 
by a new better one. Maybe the vote system 
is inherently flawed, which doesn’t mean 
that it can’t be improved. As I said before, 
democracy is delicate and needs constant 
maintenance.

The voting system is just one aspect, one 
mere point on this ocean of issues. The key 
to comprehend not only the flaws but also the 
possible solutions is to tackle individual and 
society collectively. And new ideas and anal-
ysis are abundant.

Should voting be mandatory?

CREDIT: DORA DALTON 

As the federal election approaches, one reporter wonders if voting should be mandatory. 

Ian Indiano 
INTERROBANG
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Recently, internet content subscription 
service OnlyFans received backlash after 
it announced it would be banning sexually 
explicit content. The platform was a leading 
source of income for sex workers, who were 
also some of the top subscribed users on Only-
Fans. Several successful gig workers and avid 
consumers emerged in anger when the con-
tent subscription service announced its ban. 
Although the platform welcomes all creators 
in varying industries, pornography remains its 
leading category. 

Their settlement to reverse their planned 
porn ban occurred when multiple credit card 
companies withdrew their support from this 
decision.

I believe OnlyFans’ initial ruling to ban por-
nographic content was a huge mistake. The 
accelerated rise in the usage of the platform 
was apparent during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
An upswing in its users (today there are 50 mil-
lion active users on the platform) equated to 
booming profits for the organization. 

Although they have reversed the ban, a 
number of their successful content creators 
are searching for alternative programs which 
are less threatening towards sexually explicit 
content. 

Personally, I’ve never used OnlyFans. I’ve 
never created content on their platform nor have 
I subscribed to other users. But I have used 
other digital networking platforms, like TikTok, 
YouTube, and Instagram, which have allowed 
me to engage and interact with some of the 
most talented people known online. 

I’ve asked highly accomplished make-up art-
ists questions regarding make-up techniques, 
and shared different cooking methods with 
well-known chefs. Being able to personally 
interact with individuals who you admire or 
share similar interests as you is probably one of 
the greatest technological features known today. 

Aside from the perks of being a subscriber, 
the OnlyFans platform also serves as a safe 
environment for sex workers. Sex workers are 
financially supported by their subscribers for 
digitally interacting with them. They are paid 
by their clients for everything from stripping off 
clothing or helping their clients attain orgasms. 
Some even remember their subscribers’ birth-
days. The shift from the ‘street’ to digital-based 
sex work significantly decreased the life-threat-
ening risks faced by sex workers.  

As well, influencers on the platform spanned 
from being members of the LGBTQ2S+ com-
munity to celebrity lookalikes and much more. 
All genres of personality and gimmicks were 
acceptable. This notion allowed for creativity 
with an addition of uniqueness and inclusion 
to any creator.  

Some notable celebrities who have used 
OnlyFans include Cardi B, Bella Thorne, 
Aaron Carter, Tyga, and Chris Brown. 

Furthermore, I understand that the platform 
was also battling issues regarding child sexual 
abuse and having under-aged individuals on 
their web page. In their defense, I believe their 
plan to prohibit pornography due to issues aris-
ing because of child sexual abuse material is 
commendable. 

Although I have never been employed within 
an industry which seeks to specialize in content 
creation, I am unaware of their ability to be able to 
monitor minors as users and within content. But, 
as a user on multiple social networking platforms, 
I noticed that there are options to flag materials 
that are deemed inappropriate and offensive. Per-
haps, OnlyFans will implement similar features 
to prevent their company from being investigated 
for a variety of criminal offenses. 

OnlyFans’ relationship with sexual content

CREDIT: ONLYFANS 

Why OnlyFans initial ban on pornography was a mistake.

Aisha Javaid
INTERROBANG

According to the current zeitgeist, the main 
goal concerning sex is to enjoy as much of it as 
you can while minimizing the potential for neg-
ative consequences. Every opportunity and any 
option of the “fifty shades” can be considered. 
Each manifestation of pornographic erotic inter-
est can be given its niche.  

Sex can be very meaningful when it is linked 
with community, family, children, faith, care 
for the partner, and life-long commitment. But 
increasingly, it slides into meaninglessness.

No doubt, when it comes to sex, there are 
many members of the Fanshawe population 
trying to live according to the standards of 
Islam, Buddhism, Confucianism, Indigenous 
tradition, Judaism, Hinduism, Catholicism, or 
one of the many branches of Protestantism. 
They will not be enthused by the popular treat-
ment of sexuality. Some will be grieved. Many 
will be conflicted, wanting to uphold what they 
believe to be a proper approach to sex, but being 
informed on every level that it is easier and 
healthier to go with the flow. It is not uncom-
mon for them to experience guilt for failure to 
live up to traditional ways, ways they may have 
learned from their own parents.  

Are there boundaries when it comes to sex? 
The main one, perhaps the only one that is 
heard much is that sex must be consensual. 
Public outrage, expressed in, for example, the 
Me Too Movement, over non-consensual sex 
is an indicator of how strongly this boundary 
is valued. Recently I was interviewed for a role 
in a public institution. One of the scripted inter-
view questions was, “Have you ever engaged in 
non-consensual sex?” It was followed by, “What 
do you think constitutes consent and what con-
stitutes non-consent?”

I realize that sexuality is a complicated area 
and that questions of sexual identity and bound-
aries are not always easy to sort out. But I think it 
is very useful to ask questions about boundaries 

when it comes to potential sexual encounters.  
“Does just anyone get to relate to me sexu-

ally?” “Is the person using me?” “Am I using the 
other person?” “Have I considered the potential 
for negative consequences?” 

Some people might announce the glories of 
casual sex. But as one (gay) man in a church 
once said to me, “I doubt that there is such a 
thing as casual sex.” 

Recently a young woman who I have known 
for some time, and who lives on the streets as 
much as she can, interacted with two (female) 
volunteers of my church. She shared her extreme 
worry that she was pregnant. (The three agreed 
to visit a Pregnancy Care Centre supported 

by local church members.) Unintended and 
unwanted pregnancies, sexually transmitted dis-
eases, family courts, child support payments, 
painful custody battles, single parenting – these 
are all things that we, or I at any rate, witness 
regularly. They are real.  

Regarding abortion, according to the Abortion 
Rights Coalition of Canada, there were about 
84,000 abortions in Canada in 2019 (down from 
the peak of 109,000 in 2011). If I understand the 
coalition’s numbers correctly, about one per cent 
of women between the ages of 15 and 44 annu-
ally have an abortion.  

It is very important to think on the negative 
consequences of sex without boundaries – or 

with poor ones. Obviously, these consequences 
impact women more than men, but men are not 
exempt from them – from, for example, custody 
battles,  support payments, guilt, and unfulfilled 
desire for a good relationship with their child.  

There is one thing about sex that is today fre-
quently overlooked. And that is that God created 
sex. Therefore, sex is meant to be beautiful. 
It should be no wonder that many pursue the 
beauty of sex, even if in poorly bounded and 
destructive ways.  

From my perspective, it is very helpful to 
consider a thoughtful Christian approach to sex-
uality, as an antidote to meaninglessness, and as 
a window to something that may surprise you.

Unbounded sex and an alternative

CREDIT: PROSTOCK-STUDIO 

“From my perspective, it is very helpful to consider a thoughtful Christian approach to sexuality.”

Michael Veenema
RELIGION
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The federal election is right around 
the corner. On Sept. 20, Canadians 
will hit the polls two years early. 
Based on recent polls, it’s look-
ing like a tight race between Justin 
Trudeau’s Liberals, Erin O’Toole’s 
Conservatives and Jagmeet Singh’s 
New Democratic Party (NDP). Trail-
ing, but ever-present, are the Greens, 
led by Annamie Paul, the Bloc 
Québécois, led by Yves-François 
Blanchet and the People’s Party 
of Canada (PPC), led by Maxime 
Bernier. 

Each party has its own set of 
unique platforms, ranging across 
the political spectrum. Now, I could 
break down each party based on 
policy and promises, but let’s be 
honest, you never really know a 
person until you get them in bed. So, 
in honour of our special Sex issue, 
I’m breaking down how each party 
would stack up as a sexual partner. 
Who are you taking home?

The Liberals
The Liberals are your classic par-

ty-next-door type. If you’re into 
the freaky stuff, they might not be 
for you. Their favourite position is 
definitely missionary. It might actu-
ally be the only position they know. 
They’re not exactly fans of challeng-
ing the status quo, but that doesn’t 
mean you won’t leave feeling satis-
fied. The Liberals love pleasing as 
many people as possible, and you are 
no exception. They’ll even cook you 
breakfast in the morning, full of gov-
ernment-subsidized meat and dairy 
products. They’ll definitely promise 
to call you….but they’re not exactly 
the best at following through, so 
don’t hold your breath. 

The Conservatives
If you love instant gratification, 

this is the party for you. They’ll 
wine and dine you at a steakhouse 
first, of course; they want to make 
you feel special (just don’t expect 
them to tip your server). But once 

they get you alone, you can expect 
a quick, somewhat effective climax 
that might make you feel good at the 
time, but will probably leave you 
wondering, “now what?” They’ll 
text you “R U up?” every day for 
the next four years, though, because 
as far as they’re concerned, they’ve 
done their job. If you want some-
one who’s in it for the long haul….
this might not be the party for you. 

The NDPs
They’ll try anything once, even 

if they’re doomed to fail. After 
going Dutch on a modest meal, the 
NDPs want to show you a loving, 
good time. They’ll take it slow, to 
show you how much they appreciate 
you (and because fresh, new meth-
ods sometimes take a while to get 
just right). They want you to know 
they’re open to anything, and they 
want you to take the lead. Of course, 
their daring maneuvers and experi-
mental positions might not always 
be the most effective, and you might 
not ever find yourself feeling fully 
satisfied. But the promise of a good 
time might just be enough to have 
you calling them back.

The Green Party
For the Greens, a good sex life is 

all about connecting with the world 
around you. If you’re into that tran-
scendental, tantric sex stuff, the 
Greens are ready to give you what 
you want. They’ll treat you to a 
vegan picnic before cycling back to 
your place for a romp in the ethi-
cally-sourced hay. They’ll light a 
few candles (conserve that electric-
ity) and will make sure you both 
enjoy yourselves. Don’t expect 
them to give you too much atten-
tion in the morning though, as 
they’re dealing with a lot internally 
right now. They’re going to need a 
little “me-time” before committing 
to you fully.

Bloc Québécois 
Ah, the Blocs. Some sexual part-

ners like to play the field and try 
new things while some sexual part-
ners have a one-track mind. The 
Blocs represent the latter. A night 

with them is all about convincing 
you that French culture is number 
one. They’ll treat you to dinner at 
a French restaurant, and you might 
even be swayed by their charm 
and accent. But unless you’re from 
Québéc, they won’t spend much time 
catering to you. You might still be 
able to get them into bed, but they 
won’t stick around for long if they 
hear you pronounce croissant like 
“cruss-aunt.”

The People’s Party
This party is for those who want 

nothing more than to be free in their 
relationships. The PPCs think you 
should be able to speak your mind, 
for better or for worse. They’ve 
got some stringent standards; don’t 
expect a good time if you weren’t 
born and raised in Canada. While 
you might start questioning your 
own morals, once they’ve taken you 
on a date to the gun range, the PPCs 

will rage-do so hard, you won’t even 
remember there’s an impending cli-
mate crisis. And that’s just what 
they want.

Voting can be difficult, and just 
like choosing a sexual partner, 
making the right decision takes a 
lot of thought and consideration. 
For more information about each 
party’s platform visit macleans.ca/
rankings/2021-federal-election-plat-
form-guide.

How each major party would 
stack up as a sexual partner

CREDIT: JESSICA WILSON  

Still undecided on who to vote for in the next election? This probably won’t help. 

Hannah Theodore
INTERROBANG

The guy who made the saying 
“we were on a break” as an excuse 
for cheating famous and who acci-
dentally said another woman’s 
name during his wedding vows, is 
the same guy we hoped would end 
up in a relationship with another 
main character. Even though he’s 
highly educated and soft-spoken, 
Ross Geller from the TV show 
Friends exemplifies insecurity and 
toxic masculinity in relationships, 
yet we still yearned to see him 
finally end up with Rachel Greene. 

Perhaps our longing for our 
favourite characters to be together 
and emulate the perfect couple may 
stem from our own issues and per-
sonal experiences in relationships. 
Moreover, glamourized on-screen 
relationships may have taught 
us, unknowingly, which types of 
bonds are deemed ‘normal.’ As the 
audience, we may disregard toxic 
traits simply because we admire 
the character or the relationship 

the characters had which appeared 
attractive and exciting. 

Professor in the Department of 
Gender, Sexuality, and Women’s 
Studies at Western University, Dr. 
Lauren Auger said that the connec-
tion a viewer makes with on-screen 
relationships isn’t specific to toxic 
relationships, but relationships in 
general. 

“I think in general we glamour-
ize relationships in the media,” said 
Auger. “I think culture, especially 
when thinking about Disney or 
books that young adults are directed 
towards like Twilight. A number of 
these forms of media really empha-
size relationships in general and 
even if that relationship is toxic, 
what they’re doing is normalizing 
being in a relationship, as well as 
normalizing the attitude that people 
should be in relationships.” 

Auger added that viewers who 
may not be in relationships have 
their feelings towards narratives 
drawn from the media.  

The evolution of American sit-
coms has undergone multiple 
modifications in order to be deemed 

politically correct. Throughout cer-
tain eras of television, there has 
always been a specific understand-
ing of gender roles and masculinity, 
and how it should be portrayed 
on-screen. 

“With Ross, you look at his char-
acter and some elements of his 
character seem progressive,” said 
Auger. “He’s academic, he likes art 
and drama. But, when it comes to 
how he treats women and relates to 
his significant others in relation-
ships, it can be highly problematic.”

I also think that some things are 
getting better in the media,” she 
continued. “I think that when you 
look at how society is rewatch-
ing Friends, and how it got a lot 
of buzz while it was on Netflix, 
and on popular media outlets like 
Buzzfeed. You can tell people are 
starting to interrogate and challenge 
this older show which has become 
popular again, and now people are 
critiquing some of the narratives in 
that show, especially when it comes 
to gender and how they portray sex-
uality and inclusivity.”

Auger also stated that culture 

in the media impacts 
personal experiences 
and our views about 
ourselves. 

“Television shows 
that show problematic 
portrayals of genders 
or relationships, we, 
the people, normal-
ize that,” said Auger. 
“I often talk about Twi-
light in my classes, 
especially when we 
start to think about 
the impact a big 
series really had 
on young people 
and its problem-
atic portrayals of 
relationships.”

Bella and Edward’s relation-
ship is highly problematic, and we 
need to look at elements of control 
and Edward’s control over Bella. 
When young people read these 
books or watch these films, they 
may come to view Edward’s prob-
lematic behaviour as normal. This 
could potentially have an impact 
on what viewers see as acceptable 

behaviour in relationships and in 
their own lives.” 

Auger feels that it is important 
for there to be a more realistic por-
trayal of relationships on-screen. 
She prefers to see more partner-
ship and equality in relationships, 
as well as connections outside of 
heteronormative relationships. 

Relationships in the media we unknowingly romanticize 

CREDIT: JESSICA WILSON 

Were Ross and Rachel ever really couple 
goals?

Aisha Javaid
INTERROBANG
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When it comes to sex and 
romance on television, one of the 
most iconic television shows that 
comes to mind is Sex and The City. 
Over the course of its six season 
run, Carrie Bradshaw (Sarah Jes-
sica Parker) had her fair share of 
romantic partners. It came down 
to two guys battling for Carrie’s 
heart in the end: Mr. Big and Aidan 
Shaw. Personally, I wanted her to 
end up with Aidan because I felt 
as if Mr. Big only ever cared for 
himself.

Throughout the show, we got the 
chance to see Mr. Big as the mon-
ey-hungry big shot he really was. 
He had a lot of commitment issues 
which were very well noted, like 
when he stood Carrie up a few 
times but then expected her to go 
out and meet his friends. Firstly, 
if she was someone he truly cared 
about, he would put the time and 
effort into making a relationship 
with her friends as well. 

Some might say he was just 
getting out of a really tough rela-
tionship and probably was not 
ready for that type of commit-
ment, but that did not excuse how 
much of a crappy man he was for 
the remainder of the series. Some 
red flags were definitely there. 

Firstly, he would never let her 
into his heart. For most of the 
series, Carrie was chasing after him 
and trying to convince him to love 
her. She deserved someone who 

was willing to open up their heart 
to her and love her unconditionally.

Next, I would love to point out 
how it felt as if he was always 
leading her on and only putting 
enough into the relationship to 
keep her wanting more sex. Did 
it work? Sort of, but he still was 
always sending mixed signals. 
Also, in season one, when he did 
choose to start showing an interest 
in Carrie, he would never bring her 
to any of his events or introduce 

her to his friends. It felt like he 
was ashamed of her. 

I know for me, when it comes 
to relationships, I want my part-
ner to feel included in my outside 
friendships. I would hope that they 
would get along with my friends 
and I would get along with theirs. 
The same goes for family.

At times, it felt as if he was very 
controlling and controlled the rela-
tionship to fit his needs and not 
hers. In real life, relationships go 

two ways and both parties should 
have an equal say in how the rela-
tionship works and what each 
other’s needs are. There was a time 
where Carrie even called him out 
on him keeping her a secret.  

Ultimately, it was his charm that 
kept her going back to him. She 
could never truly be herself around 
him and always had to impress him. 
He even married someone else first 
because he felt like Carrie was not 
enough for him. Yet as soon as 

Carrie was ready to move on, he 
was ready for her to come back. So, 
he only wanted her when it was on 
his time. 

Lastly, he never considered her 
feelings; he made decisions for her 
and acted on his needs without any 
interest in Carrie. In a relationship, 
both parties should feel like their 
feelings and emotions are being 
validated. 

Carrie, without a doubt, 100 per 
cent, deserved more than Mr. Big. 

Carrie Bradshaw deserved  
more than Mr. Big

CREDIT: HOME BOX OFFICE, INC., WARNERMEDIA, LLC 

This iconic TV couple was never meant to be. 

Savannah Bisaillon
INTERROBANG
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Gender is a complex and com-
plicated subject. Many people are 
born one of two biological sexes, 
either male or female, with the idea 
being that those people will grow 
up to be men or women. This con-
cept works for a lot of people, who 
are referred to as cisgender because 
they identify with the gender they 
were assigned at birth based on 
their sex organs.

This concept of the gender 
binary, where male and female are 
the only options, can be extremely 
limiting to people that find them-
selves identifying outside these 
constructs.

Biologically, gender isn’t black 
or white. If you’ve taken biology, 
you may have learned that most 
biological males are born XY and 
females are born XX. Though, this 
isn’t always the case; about one in 
2000 individuals are born with only 
one sex identifier, or with many. 
Unless doing a DNA analysis for 
medical reasons, a person might 
never know about this difference.

Sometimes, either due to the 
genetic dice roll or other changes 
while in the womb, a person may 
be born intersex, meaning they are 
born with a reproductive or sexual 
anatomy that doesn’t fit the typi-
cal definitions of female or male. 
This used to be corrected by doc-
tors and pills, but it’s becoming 
more common for parents of these 
children to wait until almost puberty 
before letting the child decide what 
gender they would like to be – if any.

Gender today is normally talked 
about in terms of masculine and 
feminine, but this has meant very 
different things throughout history 
and in various cultures.

The differentiation between 
gender and sex is key to under-
standing how gender identity 
affects people. While sex normally 
refers to the biological sex someone 
is born with, gender refers to how 
someone feels about themselves in 
terms of masculinity or femininity.

A person’s gender identity is 
what gender they feel they are in 
the core of their being. Gender 
expression is how they express 
gender, often with style choices or 
mannerism. Sexuality is about who 
they find sexually attractive, which 
can be anything from just one spe-
cial person to no one at all. Society 
sometimes makes assumptions 
about someone’s gender identity 
based on their gender expression 
or sexuality, but these three things 
are not always related. Just because 
someone presents themselves in a 
dress and heels does not automati-
cally mean they identify as female. 
After all, clothes are just objects 
that we have placed gendered 
meaning on as a society.

It might surprise some to learn 
men originally were the only ones 
to wear high heels in the 1600s; 
French noblemen would wear heels 
as a status symbol, showing they 
didn’t need to work.

Workers needed more practi-
cal footwear and couldn’t afford 
impractical shoes. Louis XIV had 
his own signature heels with red 
soles and heels that only the mem-
bers of his court were allowed to 
wear. Status symbols like this still 
exist today, not unlike the expen-
sive Louboutins that mimic the 
king’s style, according to an arti-
cle by the BBC.

This started to change in the 
1630s, when high-class women 
began adopting traditionally mas-
culine behaviours like smoking 
pipes and wearing heels. Slowly the 
lower classes adopted these style 
trends and the elites responded by 
making their shoes with higher, 
more impractical heels according 
to an article in The Society Pages.

While I identify with being a 
cisgender female, meaning I feel 
aligned with sex I was born with, 
not everyone has that privilege. 
There are many gender identities 
that people can identify with: male, 
female, agender, gender neutral, 
non-binary, gender-fluid, trans-
gender, genderqueer, two-spirit and 
many more.

This is why Facebook now gives 
people the ability to choose from a 
pre-populated list of gender iden-
tities as well as a custom gender. 
These changes can reflect how 
Facebook refers to a person through 
pronoun use on the site.

Pronoun use – he, she, they, zhe, 
etc. – is one of the ways you can 
show respect to someone who iden-
tifies outside the gender binary of 
male or female. Society is used to 
looking at someone and assum-
ing what their pronouns are, but 
assuming pronouns can have a neg-
ative impact.

Misgendering a person can make 
someone feel very uncomfortable 
or in more extreme cases, put some-
one in a dangerous situation, such 
as if you accidentally ‘out’ someone 
as transgender. Most people will not 
be offended if you ask what pro-
noun they use. Many people use 
the term ‘preferred pronoun’, but 
some people’s pronouns are not 
preferred, but mandatory to their 
identity.

There have been arguments that 
say using ‘they’ as a singular pro-
noun is not grammatically correct, 
but in the English language we 
use it that way all the time. For 
example, if a chef makes some-
thing incorrectly at a restaurant, 
we say, “They forgot I didn’t want 
cheese”, where ‘they’ means the 
chef, one person.

In situations where gender is 
unknown, society often uses the 
term ‘they’ as a blanket pronoun. 
Using gender-neutral pronouns is 
considered to be safe if you are 
unsure of a person’s gender iden-
tity, but it’s always better to ask.

Asking someone about their pro-
nouns can be uncomfortable, but it’s 
even more uncomfortable for that 
person to hear themselves constantly 
misgendered in conversation.

Reaffirming someone’s gender 
identity by asking about and using 
their pronouns is a way to create a 
safe space for someone. The most 
important thing to remember is not 
to question anyone on their pronoun 
use, because although you might 
be confused and don’t understand 
why someone might use those pro-
nouns, their gender identity is valid 
whether or not you understand it.

If someone asks for their pro-
nouns to be changed, respect that 
request. It can be difficult to change 
your language and you will make 
mistakes, but it’s important to show 
respect for people by using pro-
nouns correctly.

While you may have never strug-
gled with gender identity issues, 
it’s very likely that someone you 
love has. Remember, part of being 
human is choosing our own defi-
nitions and showing compassion 
is essential for those who are still 
figuring it out.

Gender identity ≠ sex

CREDIT: JESSICA WILSON 

Sex and gender are not the same, yet they are often equated under the gender binary. 

Candis Bross &  
Pam-Marie Guzzo
INTERROBANG



ACROSS
1. Fab Four member
6. Brewer’s equipment
10. Dismal
14. Throw for _____
15. David of “Rhoda”
16.  Suffix for a collection  

of items
17. Balancing point
20. She, in Italy
21. Mormons, initially
22. Spots on peacock feathers
23. Word before “kwon do”
25.  “Self-Reliance” essayist’s 

initials
26. In the past
29.  Red giant with a  

carbon-rich atmosphere
32. Childish retort (2 words)
37. “Solaris” author Stanislaw
38. Yoga posture
39. At no time, poetically
40. Cousin of a raccoon
42. Emeritus (Abbr.
43. Newspaper section
44. Alencon’s department
45. Snorkeling spots
47. Classic Pontiac
48. “___ Like You” (1967 hit)
50. Icelandic poems
51. Smoking alternative
52. Relative of -ish
54. Beam
56. Flu symptom
60. Special attention, for short
62. German pronoun
66.  Not to be shown to  

anyone else
69. Blacken
70. Ardor
71. “What a shame!”
72. Loudness measure
73. Congo river
74. Russian autocrats

DOWN
1. Make haste
2. Martinique et Guadeloupe
3. French denials
4. Reached
5. Unlock, poetically
6. Prayer opening
7. Kennel cries
8. Lose crispiness
9. Chuck
10. Chip in
11. Commuter line
12. Like some flights to LAX
13.  “Will you allow me to 

demonstrate?”
18.  Like months when oysters 

aren’t in season
19. Passing grades
24. Dark purple fruit
25. Gave a score to
26. Big name in kitchen foil
27. Composer Gershwin
28. Certain Arab
30. Like many roads

31.  Have ___ for (require) (2 wds.)
33. Having five sharps, perhaps
34. Stoop to
35. Begin in earnest
36.  Welles of “War of the 

Worlds”
41. Thrice, in prescriptions
43. Bones, anatomically
46. Madcap comedy
49. People of SW China
53. Japanese automaker
55. Cries of pain
56. Ozone layer destroyers
57. Sounds from Santa
58. Persia, today
59. Harp’s cousin
60. Blue hue
61. Singer Lovett
63.  “Young Frankenstein” 

woman
64. N.Y. Met or L.A. Dodger, e.g.
65. Looks over
67. Female sandpiper
68. Took a break

Puzzle rating: Hard
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 grid contains the 
digits 1 through 9. That means no number is repeated in any column, row or box.
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“If men could get pregnant, abortion would be a sacrament.” 
 — Gloria Steinem
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SEXUAL HEALTH & AWARENESS

Chlamydia
Androgynous
Agender
Queef
Strap-on

Balanitis
Ace
Cisgender
Menage a trois
Cybersex

Foreplay
Drag
Gonads
Climax
Butt plug

Abstinence
Blue Balls
Herpes
Hymen

© thewordsearch.com
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Horoscopes

Sex: your milage may vary.

Ready or not, 
here we go.

I think I’m broken. People say sex is 
the most amazing experience . . .  but 

for me, it’s just ok. 
Sex is de�nitely 

over hyped.

For me, an orgasm is just a 
feeling of being slightly more 

relaxed.

It’s not �reworks and over-
whelming good feelings like 

they show in media. 

So I’m normal?
Yup! Though 
maybe your 

partner could 
work on 

�nding what 
you like, to 

make it a little 
better!

Aries
Do things that make you feel good. Con-
tribute to a cause you believe in, and make 
a difference. Be realistic about what you 
can handle. An affectionate gesture will 
make someone you care about happy. Per-
sonal improvements should continue to 
be worked on. The way you present your-
self to the world will determine what you 
get in return, and someone of influence 
will notice. Incorporate moderation into 
whatever you do. You can’t buy love, but 
you can live up to your promises. Choose 
peace and love over discord and chaos.

Taurus
Ease up on the changes you want to make 
and rethink your strategy. Time is on your 
side, and emotional decisions will disap-
point you. You’ll be in an excellent position 
to push through what you want to hap-
pen. Put your plans in motion and don’t 
be afraid to do things differently. Listen to 
what others have to say and it will help you 
formulate a plan that will be suitable to 
the individuals you hope to involve. An in-
spirational presentation will help stabilize 
your position. Stubbornness will hold you 
back. Be open to suggestions and willing 
to work with, not against, the opposition.

Gemini
Learn through observation and the expe-
riences you encounter and you’ll discover 
exciting ways to take advantage of an 
opportunity that comes your way. Watch 
your back. Someone will offer insincere 
gestures to win you over. Question any-
thing that appears to be too easy or good 
to be true. Focus on growth and doing 
your own thing. Follow the road to vic-
tory. Keep life simple, offer reasonable 
solutions and look out for your best in-
terests. If you take on too much or don’t 
pace yourself accordingly, you can expect 
to have a problems.

Cancer
Spend more time dealing with personal 
matters and less thinking about what’s 
happening in the news. Aim to reduce 
stress, not work yourself into a frenzy. Put 
your energy where it helps the most. Learn 
something that will help you advance, or 
fix up your space to suit your needs and 
make life more convenient. Be reasonable 
to avoid problems with someone who 
shares your space or expenses. Moderation 
will help you avoid criticism and com-
plaints. You’ll have a better understanding 
of what others want from you. Charm and 
affection will help you get your way.

Leo
Take what others do in stride and pursue 
the path that makes you feel comfortable. 
Embrace people who share your opinion 
and interests. Happiness is dependent on 
doing what’s right for you. Consider your 
options before you make an irreversible 
decision. It’s best not to take a risk that is 
based on hearsay. Take control of your life 
and what you want to do. Pay attention to 
the people you love, and make plans that 
will enhance your relationship. An im-
provement to your living arrangements 
looks promising. You’ll face opposition if 
you overspend, overindulge or overreact. 

Virgo
Pay attention to what’s happening around 
you. Someone is likely to hide informa-
tion or cover up something that can affect 
your reputation. Take a new approach to 
an old idea and it will inspire you to ex-
pand your knowledge and skills. Heading 
in a new or different direction will encour-
age you to make new acquaintances. 
Consider the best way to save money. A 
new job or hobby that can bring in some 
extra cash will pay off. Make plans with 
a friend, relative or lover. Spend quality 
time sharing your likes and dislikes with 
someone special, and it will bring you 
closer together.

Libra
Look at what you can do to make a differ-
ence and follow through. The impact you 
have will draw attention, and someone in-
fluential will take note of what you have 
to offer. Leave nothing to chance. Update 
documents and credits cards close to 
expiring. Put your heart on the line and 
share your feelings. Doing so will help 
put personal situations in perspective and 
encourage you to bring about changes at 
home and to the way you live and handle 
expenses. Don’t make emotional decisions 
that involve health or financial matters.

Scorpio
Dote on what will benefit you emotionally, 
physically and mentally and you will ease 
stress and come to terms with people and 
situations that aren’t in your best interest. 
Draw on the experience you get by help-
ing others or offering unique solutions that 
make a difference. Keep your plans a secret 
until you have every detail in place and are 
ready to put your goals in motion. A change 
at home will affect your relationship with 
a friend, relative or lover. Don’t overreact. 
Make your mark by doing something 
unique and helpful to those less able.

Sagittarius
Experience is the spice of life, and sporting 
your best attitude will lead to new oppor-
tunities. Participation is favoured, and 
competitive outlets are encouraged. Take 
a moment to reflect. Listen to what friends, 
relatives and peers have to say, and mull 
over and get your facts and details straight 
before sharing your response. You’re in 
the driver’s seat so leave nothing unfin-
ished or to chance. It’s your turn to make 
up for lost time and to confirm what you 
aim to achieve. Love and romance are fea-
tured. You’ll be tempted to overspend or 
donate to something you shouldn’t.

Capricorn
Emotional spending will be your down-
fall. Leave your credit cards at home, and 
refrain from getting involved in risky 
buys. You’ll have much better control over 
medical issues. Make a point to put your 
papers in order and formulate a plan that 
will help you get what you want. Keep in 
mind what others expect and it will help 
you come up with a way to please every-
one and still get your way. Choose charm 
over force. Moderation will help you stay 
on track. Don’t promise anything you can-
not deliver. Look for alternative methods 
that are cost-efficient and trendy.

Aquarius
Share your feelings and find out where 
you stand. The response you receive will 
ease stress and help you make a personal 
change that improves your living condi-
tions. Be innovative and you’ll figure out 
how to improve your financial situation. 
A joint effort will encourage you to spend 
more time with someone you love. Cre-
ate opportunities and you’ll impress 
someone who can help you get ahead. 
A financial gain is within reach. Invest 
more time and money in adding to your 
skills and knowledge. Listen carefully; if 
you make assumptions too quickly, you 
will overreact and cause emotional upset.

Pisces
Say no to someone suggesting imprac-
tical changes or trying to push you into 
something costly and unnecessary. Look 
out for your best interests. Pay close 
attention to detail, and leave nothing 
to chance. Invite individuals who have 
something to contribute to get involved 
with your plans. Do something that will 
help you relax and you will feel rejuve-
nated and ready to take on the world. Put 
together a detailed analysis of what you 
will do and what you expect in return. 
Invest time and effort in your skills and 
knowledge. Avoid emotional spending 
or paying for someone else’s mistakes.

Freshman Fifteen

By Alan Dungo
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There are many reasons why the 
1939 film, The Wizard of Oz has 
grown into an LGBTQ2S+ main-
stay over the years. It could be the 
various camp elements in the film, 
the continued endorsement from 
gay icons like RuPaul Charles, or 
just the inclusion of Judy Garland, 
who in and of  herself has become a 
queer icon due to her performance 
ability, personal struggles, and camp 
tendencies.

Regardless of the reason, The 
Wizard of Oz is both a masterpiece 
of filmmaking and a celebrated 
LGBTQ2S+ fixture.

The central message of the film 
is finding your heart’s true desire. 
Dorothy Gale, played by a 17-year-
old Judy Garland, yearns for a life 
beyond her small Kansas town. 
However, after discovering a mys-
tical world beyond her wildest 
imagination, she realizes that her 
home, family and friends are all she 
really needs.

The classic storytelling tool of 
needs vs. wants is very much at play 
here. Dorothy wants adventure, but 
she needs her family. For many, the 
film represents a need to love what 
you have, and find meaning in the 
things that matter most.

This same core message of 
self-sufficiency can also be seen 
through Dorothy’s friends in Oz, 
the Tinman, the Scarecrow and the 
Cowardly Lion. All three seek their 
inner desires (a heart, a brain and 
courage, respectively), from external 
magical forces, only to find that they 
already possessed these traits with-
out recognizing them. In this way, 
we see that the moral of the film is 
to seek happiness from within.

The Wizard himself represents 
the falsehood in seeking outward 
meaning. After a hefty build-up for 
what the audience expects to be an 
all-powerful, magical hero, we find 
that the Wizard is just a man, hiding 
behind a facade. When Dorothy asks 
the Wizard to help her return home 
to Kansas, The Wizard and Glinda 
the Good Witch inform her that she 
has had the power to leave all along. 
With the simple reprise of, “there’s 
no place like home,” we come to 
understand that all the magic in the 

world is not enough to replace what 
truly matters in life.

The Wizard of Oz received mostly 
positive reviews upon its initial 
release, but didn’t grow into the cul-
tural sensation we know it as today 
until it began seeing televised broad-
casts in 1956. The question of how 
the movie came to represent queer 
identity (so much so, that around 
the time of the second World War, 
being a “friend of Dorothy” became 
code for gay men, at a time when 
homosexuality was still illegal in the 
United States), is one that has many 
answers. It could be because of 
Dorothy’s kind acceptance to those 
that are different from her in Oz. 
Additionally, some theorists have 
suggested that the black-and-white 
colouring of Kansas represents the 
conservatism and homophobia that 
would have been rampant at the 
time, while the bright, colourful 
world of Oz signifies being out and 
proud. Then, there is the well-docu-
mented significance of Judy Garland 
as a gay icon.

Though not herself gay (though 
there have been speculations about 
her possible bisexuality), Garland 
rose to the status of a gay icon in 
the 1950s. Seen as a camp figure, 
her struggles with drugs, alcohol and 
fame were seen by many as reflec-
tive of the struggles faced by gay 
people in society at the time. For 
many, the song “Over the Rainbow,” 
famously performed by Garland 
in The Wizard of Oz, represents a 
yearning to be out of the closet, and 
some historians have suggested the 
LGBTQ2S+ rainbow flag may have 
been, in part, inspired by the song.

Apart from its cultural sig-
nificance, The Wizard of Oz is a 
revelation in set design, costume 
design and modern filmmaking 
techniques. While not the first film 
to be shot in Technicolour, Oz was 
still an immense logistical achieve-
ment, with as many as nine cameras 
needed to shoot some scenes. Its 
rise to fame nearly 20 years after its 
initial release is a testament to the 
power of television and nostalgia, 
and its lasting impact on culture 
overall shows that its central mes-
sage will never go out of fashion: 
love what you have, respect those 
that are different from you, and 
remember that there’s truly no 
place like home.

How the 
Wizard of Oz 
became and 
LGBTQ2S+ 
classic

CREDIT: WARNER HOME VIDEO 

How did this classic film become associated with the LGBTQ2S+ community?

Hannah Theodore
INTERROBANG
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Representation of the LGBTQ2S+ 
community in TV has never been 
better than it is in 2021. A recent 
report from GLAAD discov-
ered that, “in 2020, the amount of 
queer characters on our screens 
has increased by over 100.” Here’s 
a list of some of the most popular 
LGBTQ2S+ shows to stream on 
Netflix right now.

Everything Sucks is an American 
comedy/drama that is set in the 90s. 
The show focuses on the lives of 
six high school students who pro-
ceed to make a movie together, all 
while growing up, discovering their 
sexualities and just dealing with life 
in high school. Overall, it’s a cute 
coming of age story but sadly it’s 
only 10 episodes long.

Another popular show with 
great representation is Ginny and 
Georgia. This show has a great sto-
ryline about teenagers coming out. 
Throughout the series, we meet the 
character Max Baker who shares 
her experiences with how she just 
always knew she was a member of 
the queer community and never felt 
the need to come out. This show per-
fectly sums up what it is like to be a 
teenager today and how things have 
changed within society over time.

One of the most talked about 
shows on Netflix right now is Spe-
cial, which tells the story of a young 

gay man with cerebral palsy, who 
branches out from his comfort zone 
in hopes of finally going after what 
he wants. There are two seasons and 
the show is based off of the memoir, 
I’m Special: And Other Lies We Tell 
Ourselves written by one of the stars 
of the show, Ryan O’Connell. 

Another popular show is AJ and 
the Queen, starring RuPaul Charles. 
This show tells the story of Ruby 
Red, a drag queen traveling across 
the country in an RV who discovers 
a sidekick in AJ, a 10-year-old stow-
away. This show discusses some 
pretty mature themes and may not 
be suitable for children under the 
age of 14.

Please Like Me tells the story of 
20-something year old Josh, who 
realizes he is gay after his girlfriend 
breaks up with him.  Over time, he 
sleeps with an acquaintance and 
moves back in with his suicidal 
mother. This show has four seasons 
to it and tells the story of a young 
man just trying to figure his life out.

One of the most highly recom-
mended shows right now is Tales 
Of The City, which focuses on the 
lives of queer people in San Fran-
cisco. This is a limited series that 
is very heartfelt, intimate and emo-
tional. Based off of the Tales of 
the City book series, this is also an 
adaption of a previously made TV 
series, starring Elliot Page and Laura 
Linney. Tales Of The City features 
great representation of what people 
in the LGBTQ2S+ community face.

There are a lot of other series on 
Netflix that are worth checking out 
that all have a focus on representa-
tion of the LGBTQ2s+ community 
and telling these stories with true 
authenticity. When it comes to 

representation of the LGBTQ2S+ 
community in 2021, Netflix has a 
huge selection of shows to choose 
from with a variety of genres.

Although earlier shows like Buffy 
The Vampire Slayer and Dawson’s 

Creek were both known for having 
characters who were a part of the 
LGBTQ2S+ community, represen-
tation has grown more and become 
more common in television as times 
move forward.

Top LGBTQ2S+ shows on Netflix right now
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Find great queer content on Netflix.
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