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Forsythe wins in a landslide
Carlie Forsythe has been elected 

the new president of the Fanshawe 
Student Union (FSU).

Her term will begin on May 1 
when current FSU president Alan 
Bushell steps down.

Forsythe was up against four 
other contenders for the title, some-
thing that is considered unprece-
dented in the history of the FSU.

Forsythe said she initially chose 
to run for the position of president 
because she thought she did an ex-
cellent job as VP finance over the 
past year. She added that it feels 
great to have won against so much 
competition.

“It feels absolutely fantastic. It 
was a really intense race, having 

five candidates out there it was re-
ally difficult to stand out,” Forsythe 
said. “I treated my campaign more 
like a job interview, so it was less 
about me and more about what I can 
do for you.”

Forsythe credits engaging voters 
on a personal level for her victory.

“[My election] says a lot about 
student engagement. I was out there 
every day until late at night just en-
gaging one-on-one with students. It 
says a lot about how much students 
care,” she said.

Forsythe said one of the first 
things she wants to check off her 
list is to cancel Fanshawe’s mem-
bership in the Canadian Student 
Alliance (CSA), a change that will 
save over $90,000 per year, or $6 
for every student. 

The only other FSU position that 

was contested was the VP enter-
tainment portfolio that was won by 
Morganna Sampson, the former VP 
internal. She replaced former VP 
Tabatha Rosborough who left the 
FSU due to a pregnancy in January.

The following winners ran unop-
posed. 

The new VP finance is Jahmoyia 
Smith.

The new VP internal is Kevin 
Kaisar. Kaisar is the current VP en-
tertainment.

The new VP external is Bryan 
Levesque.

The VP athletics & residence life 
remains open and will be filled at a 
later date in a by-election.

Final election numbers will be 
posted in the next issue of Interro-
bang and are also available online 
at www.fsu.ca. 

First Nations Centre 
hosts Year End Gathering

Fanshawe’s First Nations Centre 
(FNC) will be hosting their 19th 
Year End Gathering celebration 
from March 21 to 23.

In previous years the celebration 
was a one-day event, but thanks to 
the support of the Centre and stu-
dents it grew into a three-day event 
instead.

Daniel Kennedy, the Aboriginal 
community outreach and transi-
tions advisor at Fanshawe, said the 
event is a celebration of everything 
the students have accomplished 
that year.

“It’s a celebration of student suc-
cess, the end of the second term and 
a cultural celebration for our stu-
dents and for Fanshawe,” Kennedy 
said. 

On March 21, the event will host 
a musical Nooner, inviting two art-
ists from Six Nations, Lacey Hill 
and Logan Staats. They will be per-
forming in Forwell Hall at 12 p.m.

On March 22, the FNC organized 
a lacrosse workshop in Gym 3 from 
4 to 7 p.m.

Also on this day, comedian Ryan 
McMahon will do a live taping for 

his podcast “Red Man Laughing” in 
A1047 from 12 to 3 p.m. and will 
perform a comedy show in D1060 
from 7 to 9 p.m.

On March 23, two tradition-
al teaching sessions will be made 
available from 9 to 10:30 a.m. Liz 
Akiwenzie will give a lecture titled 
“Understanding Culture Education” 
in SC2014 and Jessica Ford will 
give a lecture titled “Who are the 
Local Indigenous People and what 
do they do?” in SC2012.

The official Year End Gathering 
will take place later that day in J 
Gym from 11 to 2:30 p.m. Grand 
entry takes place at 11 a.m.

The FNC also gives out a Stu-
dent of the Year Award to a First 
Nations student who was active 
with the FNC and performed well 
academically. 

Kennedy hopes indigenous and 
non-indigenous students alike come 
out to the event.

“We encourage everyone to 
come out to the event. Every year 
it’s gotten bigger and bigger and we 
want to keep it growing as much as 
possible.”

All events are free and all stu-
dents and staff are welcome.
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Fanshawe College to offer 
Farm Management program

The demand for middle managers 
in the agricultural sector of Ontario 
has been on the rise for some time, 
and yet there seems to be less and 
less people willing to work these 
positions. The thought is that a 
lack of managerial training in farm 
management is the cause of the de-
crease. This is where Fanshawe de-
cided to step in.

“The message we have received 
from the community has been quite 
consistent: there is a need for a pro-
gram delivered locally that provides 
training for students who could 
take on middle management roles 
on large and growing farm opera-
tions,” said Andrew Gunn, regional 
advancement co-ordinator for Fan-
shawe College in an article by Nor-
folk Business.

A farmer’s work is never done; 
they work from dawn until dusk 
making sure that their product is al-
ways in its finest conditions. How-
ever, this leaves little time for book 
keeping and other logistics for the 
business. Graduates of Fanshawe’s 

program would be ready to pick up 
all managerial duties, while giving 
the farmer the time they need to fo-
cus on their work. This program is 
all about creating better efficiency 
within the agricultural sectors. 

“It’s managing the business so 
the owner can expand or focus 
on diversifying or whatever they 
need,” said chair of Fanshawe’s 
Norfolk campus Donna Gates in 
that same article.

Based out of the Simcoe campus, 
Fanshawe hopes that the program 
will bring more traffic into agricul-
tural institutions and provide man-
agers who are willing to work on 
farms. It will be a post-graduate cer-
tificate program to be geared toward 
people who already have degrees in 
similar fields or have already been 
working in middle management. 
The program will focus on every-
thing surrounding management 
function and how to properly cover 
an agricultural institution. Among 
these topics are technology and 
health and safety, leadership skills, 
food safety and traceability, the 
current status and direction of the 
agricultural industry and pest con-

trol. This will also give potential 
managers the opportunity to build 
relationships and network to help 
further the growth of the country’s 
largest industry.

The program will differ from 
other farm programs in that it will 
offer students skills, which they 
can directly apply in the workplace. 
Knowing exactly where and how 
food is produced and grown will 
also be an important aspect of the 
program.

The creation of the program also 
hopes to give a boost to Norfolk 
County’s economy. An expected 
rise in local employment and over-
all traffic generated by the program 
would create a better system for 
Norfolk to expand upon. 

The college is currently in the 
final stages of approving the pro-
gram, which will offer agricultural 
and managerial studies, intended on 
strengthening Ontario’s horticulture 
lifestyle. 

The Farm Management program 
will be offered as early as the 2017–
18 school year if approved by the 
provincial ministry of education. 

Just because I’m Irish doesn’t 
mean you can kiss me
Consent still applies on St. Patrick’s Day

St. Patrick’s Day is a holiday 
that was intended to celebrate Irish 
culture and somehow evolved into 
celebrating the stereotype of the 
drunken Irishman. For many stu-
dents, St. Patrick’s Day is an excuse 
to wear all the green clothes in their 
closet and to get plastered by noon 
on a weekday.

One concern that arises with the 
incoming holiday is the issue of 
consent. Leah Marshall, the sexu-
al violence prevention advisor at 
Fanshawe, launched a St. Patrick’s 
Day themed awareness campaign to 
drive home the fact that consent is 
still required, even on a holiday de-
voted to drunken rowdiness. 

The campaign, You Can’t Get 
Lucky Without Consent, is a con-
tinuation of Marshall’s goal to host 
at least one awareness event every 
month. This event is a partnership 
with the student life facilitator and 
the Fanshawe Student Union (FSU). 

“St. Patrick’s Day is a day where 
we see a lot of shirts and slogans 
that actually put forward messages 
that can be considered rape cul-
ture,” Marshall said. “We’re trying 
to put this different spin on things 
this year, and we’d like to see a 
message going out to the college 
about consent culture.” 

Infamous St. Patrick’s Day tag-
lines like, “Kiss me, I’m Irish” or 
the tradition to pinch anyone not 
wearing green are examples of say-
ings and behaviours that Marshall is 
trying to prevent.

Marshall is running more than 
just an awareness campaign. She 
has also organized a scavenger hunt 
event to engage students and to ed-
ucate them on 

“Students will have to follow the 
clues which will take them around 
campus so they’ll know what’s 
available to them if they run into 
any [problems],” Marshall said. She 
added that the clues will take the stu-
dents inside the services and they’ll 
have to answer some questions.

Free consent-themed swag is 
available for those who complete 
the scavenger hunt, along with oth-
er prizes including taxi vouchers so 
students can get home safely.

“Just because it’s a special holi-
day for some people and a day that 
a lot of students end up doing some 
celebrating doesn’t mean that con-
sent messaging shouldn’t be ring-
ing even clearer that day and should 
be at the forefront of anything that 
goes on,” Marshall said. 

The campaign will be hosted 
in Forwell Hall from 12 to 2 p.m. 
Food will be available along with 
Irish and Celtic music. 

KERRA SEAY 
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CREDIT: COURTESY OF FANSHAWE COLLEGE’S FIRST NATIONS CENTRE
Logan Staats with be performing Mar. 21 at noon alongside Lacey Hill in forwell hall. 

CREDIT: KERRA SEAY
Meet your new FSU president Carlie Forsythe. 
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London called a “gateway 
city” for human trafficking

Katarina MacLeod, a survivor 
of sex trafficking, was only five-
years-old when she was sexually 
assaulted for the first time. She said 
it was this abuse that led to choic-
es that eventually took her down a 
tragic path into the world of prosti-
tution, domestic violence and sub-
stance abuse.

MacLeod told her story as part of 
a panel discussion on the impacts 
of human trafficking. The event 
took place in Alumni Lounge on 
March 8.

The panel featured speakers from 
a variety of London-based organi-
zations, including Sgt. David Elly-
att and Rob Wever from the London 
Police Service (LPS), Megan Walk-
er from the London Abused Wom-
en’s Centre (LAWC) and a number 
of survivors who fight for victim’s 
rights. 

According to the United Nations 
(UN), human trafficking is defined 
as, “the recruitment, transportation, 
transfer, harbouring or receipt of 
persons, by means of the threat or 
use of force or other forms of coer-
cion… for the purpose of exploita-
tion.” This exploitation can include 
prostitution, trafficking for the pur-
pose of labour and even for the pur-
pose of organ removal.

The panel focused on the sex 
trafficking portion of the broader 
human trafficking issue. London is 
known as a “gateway city” for hu-
man trafficking victims due to the 
fact that the city is along the 400 
highway system, making it easy to 
transport victims from one city to 
another, even crossing the border 
into cities like Detroit.

Human trafficking, specifical-
ly sex trafficking, is referred to as 
“The Game” by pimps. 

Ellyatt said they have been in 
contact with victims who have been 
trafficked as far as British Colum-
bia and Las Vegas from London.

Sgt. Ellyatt said investigating 
human trafficking is particularly 
difficult because many victims are 
manipulated into falling in love 
with their abusers. They refuse to 
seek help and often do not cooper-
ate with police. He said thousands 
of hours of manpower can go into 
researching the “spiderweb” woven 
by traffickers.

“Just touch one little line [of the 
web] and the next thing you know 
you’ve opened Pandora’s Box, and 
each of those little strings have to 
be followed up on,” Ellyatt said. 
“Each follow-up can take days, 
weeks or months. It is quite time 
consuming… but we do it because 
we have to, to save people from a 
life of slavery.”

On March 5, London City Coun-
cil denied the LPS request for fund-
ing that would specifically be di-
rected towards investigating human 
trafficking in the city. The LPS did 
not comment, but Walker said this 
shows that city council, much like 
the rest of Canada, is not keeping 
up with what is necessary to end hu-
man trafficking for good.

“It’s indicative that city council 
doesn’t understand the emerging 
needs of the community,” Walker 
said. “I was actually dumbfound-
ed... The amount of funding they 
cut from police service comes di-
rectly on the backs of women and 
girls in this community.” 

As a way to help other victims of 
human trafficking heal from their 
trauma, MacLeod formed an orga-
nization called Rising Angels. Her 
mission is to raise awareness about 
human trafficking through educa-
tion and to provide support services 
for survivors.

“I had a vision. I wanted to help, 
I wanted to give back and I wanted 
to set up an organization. I wanted it 
to be something different, and Ris-
ing Angels was born. All these girls 
are angels, and they’re all rising up. 
They’re my angels,” MacLeod said. 

She added that she wanted to give 

other girls the same opportunity to 
get out of prostitution that she had.

“I wanted to be a voice for the 
voiceless… I wanted people to un-
derstand that prostitution is not a 
choice,” MacLeod said. “I’m one of 
the lucky ones, but not all girls are 
as lucky as me.”

In 2014 the Harper government 
enacted Bill C-36, or the Protec-
tion of Communities and Exploited 
Persons Act, which criminalized 
advertising and purchasing sexu-
al services. This makes the act of 
pimping illegal and protects the 
prostituted victim. Under this leg-
islation the LPS acted upon search 
warrants involving the website 
Fantasy World Escorts, a site that 
advertised escorts available in the 
London area. 

The Globe and Mail reported 
in November 2015 that Hamad 
Andwar and Tiffany Harvey, two 
London residents, were charged 
with material benefit from sexual 
services, possession of proceeds of 
crime exceeding $5,000, trafficking 
in people and advertising another 
person’s sexual services in connec-
tion with the site.

London was one of the first cities 
to charge someone with the charge 
of advertising another person’s sex-
ual services in the country. 

The website, fworld.com, has 
been shut down by the LPS, and the 
case against Andwar and Harvey is 
ongoing. 

MacLeod, along with the other 
speakers, urged the community to 
do what they can to prevent human 
trafficking from proliferating.

“It’s our responsibility as a com-
munity, and just as people in gener-
al, to come alongside and help these 
girls,” MacLeod said.

If you have any information 
about a possible case of human 
trafficking please contact the Lon-
don Police Service, the London An-
ti-Human Trafficking Committee or 
the Coalition Assisting Trafficked 
Individuals. 

KERRA SEAY 
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CREDIT: KERRA SEAY
Sex trafficking survivor Katarina MacLeod (left) spoke at a panel about the reality of human trafficking in London. She was accompanied 
by her mentor Sheila Howlett and said that without her support, MacLeod would never have gotten out of “The Game.” 

Canada fifth most obese nation

The Senate released a new study 
titled Obesity in Canada this month. 
They found that the rate of obesity 
in adults has doubled and the rate 
of obesity in children has tripled 
since 1980. Canada was found to 
be ranked fifth in the world in the 
number of obese citizens.

Canadians are calling on the fed-
eral government to help end this 
epidemic by implementing a tax on 
beverages with added sugar, such as 
fruit juice and pop.

Aaron Wudrick, federal director 
of the Canadian Taxpayers Federa-
tion, released a statement pressing 
the government to reject the pro-
posed tax. 

“Fat and sugar taxes have a du-
bious record with respect to actu-
ally improving public health, but 
a consistent one when it comes to 
filling government coffers and kill-
ing jobs,” Wudrick said. “This gov-
ernment seems attuned to the fact 
that more taxes would be harmful 
to Canada’s economic growth, and 
we would encourage them to resist 
calls for any new, regressive taxes.”

The Canadian Beverage Associa-
tion (CBA) released a statement as 

well. “This has been tried in other 
jurisdictions and it has failed. It 
didn’t reduce obesity. It increased 
the price of groceries, and resulted 
in job losses in the food and bever-
age sector,” said Jim Goetz, presi-
dent of the CBA.

In addition to the proposed tax, 
the Senate has requested that the 
federal government rewrite Cana-
da’s food guide without input from 
the food and beverage industries.

University of Montreal’s Jean-
Claude Moubarac, who has a PhD 
in public health, suggests that Can-
ada follow the Brazil food guide, 
which focuses more on how food is 
prepared or processed.

“In Canada we’re grouping to-
gether things like sausages and 
chicken within the same group. We 
want to orient people into choosing 
the best quality of food that is out 
there. These are foods that are close 
to nature,” he told CBC’s All in a 
Day.

The report also stated that the 
Senate would like to see food and 
drink ads that are directed at chil-
dren banned. They are also recom-
mending a national campaign to 
combat obesity, ban the use of par-
tially hydrogenated oils to cut trans 
fat content in food, revisit how food 
companies make nutrition labels 
and to introduce nutrition labeling 
on menus, along with many others.

JESSICA KLAVER
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: KERRA SEAY
Canada has been ranked fifth internationally for their obesity rates and Canadians are 
urging the government to help put an end to this epidemic.
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Stevie Starr visits Fanshawe 
and bewitches everyone

Stevie Starr, widely known as the 
Professional Regurgitator, left the 
students at Fanshawe College in 
awe with his performance.

Stevie Starr performed at Fan-
shawe on March 3 in Forwell Hall. 
Performing all his popular acts that 
made him a finalist at America’s 
Got Talent, he gave a complete 
roller coaster ride experience, from 
fear, to thrill, to entertainment.

“When I was four, I used to swal-
low my pocket money and bring it 
back up,” Starr said.

Starting from Britain’s Got Tal-
ent, Starr has done several other 
talent shows like France’s Got Tal-
ent, Italy’s Got Talent, Germany’s 
Got Talent and Czech Republic’s 
Got Talent. He was then invited to 
America’s Got Talent since they 
wanted something different among 
the participants.

“This is all I know. I have never 
had any other job. And I love this,” 
Starr said.

Being a popular entertainer, Starr 
gets to travel all around the world 
to perform. He has been part of a lot 
of troll shows where he performs 
in front of unsuspecting audience 
to freak them out, and their expres-
sions are recorded on camera. 

“Once, I went to a hospital, and 

met with the nurse. I told her, my 
stomach is in pain. She got worried 
looking at my reaction and thought 
I might have appendicitis. I assured 
her, that’s not it, and asked her for 
a glass of water. As soon as she 
gave it to me, I had a couple of 
sips, and brought up 10 baby gold 
fishes, which I had swallowed ear-
lier. They were all alive. I did that, 
thanked her for help and left. She 
was so shocked and freaked out 
completely. I love freaking people 
out like that,” Starr said.

Stevie has been coming to Fan-
shawe for over 20 years now to 
entertain students. He manages to 
completely catch them off guard 
with his quick wit, charm and abso-
lute spontaneity.

“It is not a trick. It’s 100 per cent 
internal body control. I know where 
to put what when I swallow it. For 
example, sugar, smoke and gas 
goes into [my] oesophagus. I can 
open and close it as per my will, but 
fish go in at a different place. I can 
swallow a fish, eat a meal and then 
bring up the fish while keeping the 
meal inside and the fish will still be 
alive,” Starr said.

Leaving all of us to feel lucky to 
have been able to see something so 
unusual in life, Starr bid farewell to 
Fanshawe students with a warning 
to never try doing what he does.

Support and equality for part-time college workers

“Same job, less hours, less pay, 
less power. Organize for a say, or 
watch your rights slip away,” raps 
Socialist Hip Hop’s Mohammad Ali 
in his new song “Same Job”; a song 
written as a lament to the part-time 
workers in Ontario colleges suffer-
ing unfair treatment. 

Ali has been a political advocate 
for the fair treatment of part-time 
workers in Ontario colleges for over 
a year. To share his dissent, he has 
used his music collective Socialist 
Hip Hop as well as his work with 
the Ontario Public Service Employ-
ees Union (OPSEU). 

OPSEU started in 1911 as the 
Civil Service Association of On-
tario and represents approximately 
130,000 members from places such 
as the Ontario government, com-
munity colleges, the LCBO and the 
health care sector. 

OPSEU has been championing 
the rights of part-time Ontario com-
munity college workers for decades 
now, and Ali believes now could be 
the time to clinch the issue.

Part-time workers in Ontario’s 

community colleges remain the 
only group of workers who are un-
able to organize and collectively 
negotiate the terms of their employ-
ment, which leaves them open to be 
taken advantage of by employers. 
Most part-time workers in Ontario 
colleges will struggle with low pay, 
lack of hours and lack of sick time. 
Precarious work is a dangerous 
trend, especially in Ontario, which 
has the highest post-secondary tui-
tion rates in the country.

“OPSEU has been fighting for col-
lege part-timers’ rights to unionize 
for over three decades,” said chair 
of OPSEU college support staff di-
vision Marilou Martin. “In Septem-
ber 2015, OPSEU launched its lat-
est campaign to organize thousands 
of part-time college support staff.”

OPSEU represents all full-time 
support workers across Ontario’s 
community colleges. They want to 
level the playing field for part-tim-
ers and negotiate better wages, 
improved working conditions and 
greater fairness, according to Mar-
tin.

OPSEU has undergone an educa-
tional campaign geared towards in-
forming part-time workers of their 

rights as employees. OPSEU is also 
attempting to get more part-time 
workers to sign OPSEU member-
ship cards so that they can even-
tually unionize and benefit from 
the same rights that their full-time 
counter parts enjoy.

OPSEU has recently shifted into 
high gear after fighting for part-tim-
ers for decades. In the first week of 
March, OPSEU filed an application 
to the Ontario Labour Board to be-
come the representative of and ne-
gotiator for thousands of part-time 
support staff in Ontario’s colleges. 

President of OPSEU, Warren 
(Smokey) Thomas remarked, “To 
the best of my knowledge, this is 
the largest single certification ap-
plication in Canadian history. This 
application covers 24 colleges and 
more than 100 campuses in every 
corner of Ontario.”

OPSEU is looking for your sup-
port as the final nails are driven 
into the coffin. If you would like to 
get involved, you can visit college-
workers.org. 

“Together, we will be turning 
thousands of precarious jobs into 
good, stable, unionized jobs,” Mar-
tin said.

Does college prepare you with the 
skills needed in the workforce?

A big factor in ensuring that 
students graduate with the skills 
employers are looking for is to en-
sure that they are entering into the 
appropriate courses that match their 
skill level. 

In the fall of 2015, Fanshawe im-
plemented a math assessment test 
for students entering General Arts 
and Science programs.

This assessment was created to 
get a better sense of the mathemat-
ical skill level students had upon 
entering college to ensure that they 
chose the correct class level. 

Mathematic classes are divided 
into four levels at Fanshawe. 

The first level involves decimals, 
fractions and algebra and students 
are not allowed to use a calculator. 

The second level goes into trig-
onometry, statistics, graphing and 
finance and students are permitted 
to use calculators. 

The last two levels involve calcu-
lus vectors and advance functions. 

Erin Kox, a co-ordinator in Gen-
eral Arts and Science as well as a 
professor of mathematics at Fan-

shawe, explained that students take 
the math placement test online be-
fore enrolling in classes. 

The assessment tests all of the 
skills taught in the level one course. 
If students pass the test then they do 
not need to take the level one course 
and are able to start in the second 
level. 

All General Arts and Science 
students must complete the second 
level math course in order to take 
the third and fourth course. 

Kox described what led to imple-
mentation of this assessment. 

“In the past it was completely 
optional which course [students] 
took. A lot of students needed the 
level three and four courses and 
would go directly into them. They 
did not have the skills they needed 
for it and didn’t find that out until 
it was too late for them to get into 
the level one or even the level two 
courses. We decided that we needed 
something to help them figure out 
where to start.”

Tracey Gedies, the director for 
the Centre for Academic Excellence 
noted that Fanshawe did something 
similar with the WRIT a number of 
years ago.

“That is why so many programs 
now have WRIT and you can either 
test in and out and then go onto the 
[communications course].”

Gedies described WRIT as a 
comprehension type of assess-
ment. Once completed, a number 
of reviewers from the faculty of 
language and liberal studies will re-
view your writing. 

“They will tell you that you either 
test out of WRIT or you must stay 
in. If you test out then you go di-
rectly to the communication course 
which is the next level up and has a 
more vocational application to it.” 

Both of these skills assessment 
tests are ways that Fanshawe is 
working to ensure student success 
by helping guide students into 
courses that will best build the soft 
skills necessary in the work force. 

Kox believes in the success of the 
math placement test and advocates 
for its implementation across the 
college just like the WRIT assess-
ment. 

“If we could expand it across the 
college, I think it would benefit ev-
eryone because numeracy and liter-
acy skills is the big issue.” 

JESSICA MILTON
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: OLIVIA DRAKE
Fanshawe students left in awe after Stevie Starr swallows a goldfish and regurgitated 
it alive and well. 

HENCY THACKER 
INTERROBANG

DAVE VOYCE 
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: MOHAMMAD ALI
Mohammad Ali, of Socialist Hip Hop, raps about the struggles of part-time college workers in Ontario.
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Intramural sports sees spike 
in inappropriate names 

“Next up: the Toronto Maple 
Queefs go head to head against Two 
Balls One Stick.”

This is what seems to be heard 
during a night of intramural sports. 

Up until last week, the Toronto 
Maple Queefs, an intramural hock-
ey team at Fanshawe, were parading 
their name before they were forced 
to change it to the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. The name raised questions 
surrounding misogyny and sexism 
on campuses and the elimination of 
safe spaces.

Intramurals are supposed to be 
about taking a must needed break 
from school and having some fun 
without competitive pressures. 
Fanshawe’s new online registration 
process has made it much easier to 
sign up in order to encourage stu-
dents to get active. 

However, the immense amount 
of students signing up for over 20 
sports throughout the year might 
lead to some details getting over-
looked. 

Jackie Corby, intramural athletic 
officer, has been overseeing cam-

pus recreation and the intramural 
program for over three years at 
Fanshawe. 

Although Corby keeps a close 
eye on the sanctioning of team 
names, there are no rules or regula-
tions set in stone for teams to follow 
when creating their brand.

“What we typically do is make 
sure it’s not derogatory towards a 
certain race or a certain gender or 
any religions. So we usually do a 
quick scan of the team names and 
look up that information.”

Current team names include, 
“Multiple Scoregasms” for indoor 
soccer and “Scoregasms” for ball 
hockey. The underlying fact of 
these names that have been regulat-
ed may be hard to spot due to the 
rise in the trends.  

“I’m not getting any younger… 
Young people are coming up with 
slang all the time,” Corby said. 
“Lots of times people will bring 
back their forms during the day 
[and] I will ask them what that 
meant. If they blushed or got quiet 
then I knew it was not appropriate.”

The athletics department is not 
implementing new physical ways to 
combat this rising issue; however, 

Corby said she will turn to Urban 
Dictionary to learn more about the 
witty names.

However, Brianna Underwood, 
third year Media, Theory and Tech-
nology student, finds the names to 
be a harmless play on words.

“I have a sense of humour. I 
think it’s hilarious, but I totally un-
derstand why people would find it 
offensive,” she said. “Especially if 
it wasn’t a women’s team, if it was 
a guy’s team then I feel like that 
could be taken as insensitive.”

Underwood is attracted to the 
playful aspect of intramural sports, 
which is part of the reason for her 
interest in signing up for an unde-
cided sport next fall. She will cred-
it any athlete who can prove their 
team name to be purely hysterical. 
In her opinion, the late Toronto Ma-
ple Queefs was a group comprised 
of students wishing to practice their 
freedom of speech.

Nonetheless, Corby believes that 
censorship is important in order to 
ensure a safe space without target-
ing any minority groups.

At the end of the day, it’s the tar-
geted group that gets to decide what 
is deemed as inappropriate. 

HALA GHONAIM 
INTERROBANG

Twenty-fi ve years of creating Original Kids 

For most of us, our fondest child-
hood memories of the arts were 
singing in choir or the few plays we 
were lucky enough to be involved 
in during our years in grade school. 
But for a quarter of a century, the 
Original Kids Theatre Company has 
been working diligently as a not-
for-profit charitable organization to 
change that reality for the youth in 
London and the surrounding area.  

As the current artistic director of 
the program and former Original 
Kid, Andrew Tribe said, “The pro-
gram consists of putting on shows 
using a learning-by-doing model 
where the kids are advancing not 
only their preforming arts skills, 
but also their social skills as well 
as confidence and leadership skills, 
ultimately striving to accomplish 
something together as a group.”

Founded in 1991 by David Con-
ron at Alma College in St. Thomas, 
the Original Kids Theatre Company 
began its long history with only 12 
members and a dream of exposing 
local youth to the theatre arts. 

In 1994, the company transitioned 
to the forest city seeking out limited 
space underneath Museum London 
before finding a larger, more per-
manent home in what was then the 
newly renovated Covent Garden 
Market in downtown London. 

The program allows for individu-
als aged seven to 18 to gain solid ex-
perience in all aspects, both on stage 
and off, of putting together a profes-
sional theatre production.  “We’re a 
fully outfitted theatre,” Tribe said. 
“We have all the same equipment 
and facilities you’d expect from a 
theatre company and the kids take 
part in all aspects of putting a show 
together from acting, to stage man-
agement, to running the box office.”  
And that fact becomes quite appar-
ent when you look over the list of 
shows the company puts on year 
to year. Ranging from small-scale 
productions to elaborate musicals, 
these talented youngsters can stand 
with confidence and pride next to 

their more senior contemporaries.  
When asked about his experience 

with the program, current Fanshawe 
student of the Theatre Arts program, 
Ben McVittie, responded, “You get 
to work with so many directors, you 
get to do so many different types of 
shows…you don’t get locked into 
thinking your one type of actor.”  

McVittie who completed a full 10 
years with the program describes 
one of the main benefits of working 
with the company. 

“It’s made me so much more 
comfortable with the audience and 
really helped me learn the technical 
aspects of acting, such as how to 
control my voice.”  

It comes as no surprise that many 
graduates from the program return 
to volunteer their time or seek em-
ployment in the program later on. 
McVittie went on to say, “I would 
really like to come back in the near 

future and apply as a director for 
one of the shows, I think that would 
be great.” 

To celebrate the anniversary, 
Original Kids will be putting on a 
selection of shows designed to not 
only pay tribute to the origins of 
the program, but also to show how 
far it’s come over the course of its 
25-year history. From classics like 
Godspell and The Importance of 
being Earnest, to family favourites 
like Disney’s Tarzan and The Lion 
King, Original Kids continues to be 
a clear example that age is no limit 
when it comes to expressing your-
self and that young people today 
can accomplish much when simply 
given the chance. 

For information on becoming 
involved with the program as well 
as a complete list of shows and to 
purchase tickets, call 519-679-8989 
or go to originalkids.ca

STEPHEN LEGRESLEY 
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: STEPHEN LEGRESLEY 
Director Kerry Hishon helps the kids prepare for their upcoming production of Tarzan. 

Upcoming record show excellent 
opportunity for collectors 

Centennial Hall in downtown 
London will be hosting the first of 
their bi-annual record shows this 
year on March 20. 

According to event organizer 
and music lover David Richardson, 
shoppers can expect 50 vendors 
spread over 60 tables at the venue.

Richardson estimated that rough-
ly 10 of these vendors will be local 
sellers, including a table for Mi-
chael Todd’s Speed City Records.

Other areas to be represented in-
clude Windsor, Toronto, Kitchener, 
Waterloo and points in between. 

Richardson discussed the bene-
fits of the unusually large selection 
available at record shows.

“If you’ve got 50 different deal-
ers, all of which bring what they 
think are their interesting titles, 
you’re going to get more than 
you’re going to get at any one 
store…you’re going to have 30, 40 
[or even] 50 thousand records.”

Additionally, record shows stim-
ulate healthy competition between 
vendors, a rivalry that works in the 
favor of record buyers.

“[Vendors] want to sell what they 
bring, so they have to be pricing 
competitively. Maybe there’s a re-
cord that three or four or five differ-
ent dealers at the show each have. 
The guy that has it for the most 
expensive price isn’t as apt to sell 
it as somebody who has more of a 
median price.”

These prices tend to be dramati-
cally cheaper than those of the av-

erage retailer selling newly pressed 
vinyl.

“New records are very expen-
sive these days. In a record store, if 
you’re going to buy new vinyl a lot 
of [them will be] $30 or more, plus 
tax. If you go to a record show you 
can get a lot of things for $5, and in 
very nice condition.”

Passionate collectors hunting for 
particular super-rarities may not 
find exactly what they’re looking 
for at a record show, but casual to 
seasoned record collectors can ex-
pect to be overwhelmed by desir-
able products.

“Some dealers bring some of 
their really special stuff, more to 
show it than to sell it,” Richardson 
said. “You can also make a connec-
tion with any of these dealers that 
might have something more specif-
ic that you’re looking for.”

Another benefit of record shows 
is that many vendors, including 
Richardson himself, sell from their 
private collections, which are oth-
erwise not available to the public, 
making it an exclusive opportunity 
for collectors. 

Other than 12 inch vinyl records, 
there will be 45 inch singles, CDs, 
DVDs, posters and other music 
memorabilia for sale. 

The London Record Show, which 
has been around for over 30 years, 
has a historical connection to Fan-
shawe College.

“The first show I did was in 1983 
at Fanshawe because the Fanshawe 
Student Union sponsored it for 
[around] the first 20 years,” Rich-
ardson said. 

CHRIS RUSSELL 
INTERROBANG

Apply online at  ontario.ca/summercompany
For more information call 519-659-2882

Create Your
Own Job This

Summer

Get up to
$3000 to start
and run your
own summer business.

A government of Ontario Program

Space is limited.  Apply early.

CREDIT: DUTCHSCENERY / THINKSTOCK
The London Record Show has been around for over 30 years, with it’s fi rst show being 
sponsored by the Fanshawe Student Union.
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Lights, camera, ticket

The scene opens with a hapless young 
adult watching television. The cable cuts out, 
the lights turn off and a cursory check con-
firms the phone is dead too. That’s right, it’s 
the plot of every pre-cellphone horror movie 
ever. Just as air travel made the plot of every 
epic voyage film seem trivial, technology in 
general changes the way we experience the 
world around us.

The law is constantly fighting to keep up 
with technology. This past election marked 
the first time that election results on the East 
Coast could be reported on the West Coast 
before their polls closed. Before the Internet 
existed, it would have been more difficult 
for the average person to know how the East 
Coast had voted. 

Elections Canada worried that people 
might vote differently if they saw that their 
party of choice was in trouble. With the pro-
liferation of social media and cellular com-
munication, those laws became nonsensical 
and were rightly removed.

The mayor of Toronto is appealing to the 
premier for permission to install cameras that 
would enable law enforcement to ticket driv-
ers without being there in person. The idea 
is as obvious as it is unpopular. The 407 has 
cameras at every on and off-ramp to allow the 
owners to send a bill directly to the homes 
of users. A logical extension of that technolo-
gy could calculate the driver’s average speed 

and ticket them for an estimate of how fast 
they had gone. If a driver travelled a distance 
of 50 kilometres on the highway and it took 
less than half an hour, it stands to reason that 
they must have been speeding and could be 
charged accordingly.

This is the kind of legislation that could, 
and should, have been enacted almost a de-
cade ago. The results would be two-fold: an 
enormous increase in revenues from traffic 
fines and a drastic improvement in driving 
habits. Both of these outcomes are highly 
desirable from a government perspective, so 
what is standing in the way? We are. Every-
one breaks the law when they’re behind the 
wheel. Whether it’s going 10 over the limit, 
not signalling or not coming to a full stop at 
four-ways, everyone is guilty of the occasion-
al traffic violation. 

It’s unclear whether the issue will move 
forward, but Premier Kathleen Wynne has 
insinuated that she wouldn’t stand in the way. 
Regardless of how Mayor John Tory justifies 
the plan, it’s about the money. 

The issue gives rise to the question of what 
precedent this could set. It’s common knowl-
edge that doing 20-over on the 401 is unlikely 
to result in a speeding ticket, so where would 
the camera give leeway? 

The logical extreme of giving out more 
fines to generate revenue is a scenario in 
which enforcement increases in direct cor-
relation to the financial needs of the region. 
Times are tough? No problem, start sending 
fines to anyone doing five over. The odds are 
low that such a bleak outcome would actually 
result, but it seems distasteful for laws to only 
be enforced when the government is broke.

CREDIT: NIGELPARKE / THINKSTOCK 
The mayor of Toronto is trying to get permission to install average speed cameras that would enable law 
enforcement to ticket drivers without being there in person.

VICTOR DE JONG
INTERROBANG

Owners or tenants 
of our fragile home?

It is not a problem to visit spectacular na-
ture destinations. Take for example the Hima-
layas. A web search or two with a credit card 
handy, a few ticket purchases, several flights, 
some ground transportation and viola, you 
are following the lead of your Tibetan hiking 
guide.

It’s even easier of course to get to the 
Rockies, the far North or to some stunning 
destinations on Canada’s East Coast. And 
when we get home, we can enjoy the sense 
of renewed appreciation we have for this as-
tounding blue planet on which we live. We 
might even congratulate ourselves on having 
a stronger understanding of the need for envi-
ronmental stewardship.

Nowadays, however, it is harder to be in 
contact with nature without feeling guilt. 
That very trip we take to see the shores of 
Georgian Bay is one of the reasons our planet 
is in trouble. 

We love travel, but lacking the technology 
that powers the USS Enterprise’s transport-
er, we are stuck with the primitive carbon 
emitting internal combustion engine. We all 
probably do care to keep the Great Lakes 
healthy, and we all probably would like it if 
the 46,000 glaciers in the Himalayas were to 
remain in place through this century. How-
ever, it is our energy-intensive travel habits 
that, among other things, are spelling doom 
for these and of course, many other, natural 
wonders. 

Let us consider those thousands of glaciers 
of Tibet for a moment. They are the source of 
Asia’s six largest rivers that bring water to 1.3 
billion people. No glaciers, no rivers. 

And here is the crux of the problem for 

those one billion and more people. According 
to the Tibet Nature Environmental Conversa-
tion Network, the glaciers are receding at a 
rate of seven per cent annually as a result of 
climate change.

It’s no wonder that few of us like to think 
about global warming because the reality is 
frightening. Along with this the thought of 
doing enough to stop the Earth’s atmosphere 
from heating up is also daunting. We hope 
that by some miracle, by some combination 
of the rapid cessation of the use of fossil fuels 
and the rapid increase in the development of 
clean energy, we will wake up a few decades 
from now to discover that fresh water still 
flows in Tibet and the Great Lakes are still 
home to fish and plant life. 

We human beings are called, I believe, to 
environmental stewardship. We are asked to 
consider that a caring God creates the world, 
and that human beings are called into rela-
tionship with our environment. The environ-
ment does not exist mainly for the profit of 
multi-national corporations. It is not ours to 
do with as we want. Our role is to care for, 
and, if necessary, to restore our environ-
ments. We are tenants, not owners.

The opening pages of the Bible reveal a 
God who gives order to the creation, allowing 
it to be our home. Those pages offer a nar-
rative that, even though it may be partly or 
completely symbolic, nevertheless delivers a 
literal and hopeful truth that we live in a cre-
ation that offers us what we need and more. 

Our own record of caring for our home may 
be poor. Aboriginal groups tend to slash and 
burn. Modern industry pillages and toxifies. 

But still we are called upon to renew our 
care for the world. Development must be 
done cautiously and with prayer. We ought 
to manage our environments not with the 
goal of providing ourselves with endless en-
joyments. Instead our aim must be to leave 
behind a planet that our children will find a 
welcome home. 

MICHAEL VEENEMA 
RUMOURS OF GRACE 
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Mythology: The origin of video games

Game designers can draw inspi-
ration from some of their favorite 
realms of their imagination. One 
specific realm that has inspired a 
variety of games is mythology.

For Fanshawe student Nakita 
Thapar, mythology has been prev-
alent in her life. 

“Everything I learned [studying 
mythology] I now see in my every 
day life, in movies, video games 
and TV shows,” she said. “I under-
stand it all so much better.”

Mythology is home to various 
accounts of gods, unique creatures 
and situations that men overcame 
or fell to. 

Stefanie Ketley, professor of 
Language and Liberal Studies at 
Fanshawe, said that the roots in a 
specific mythology reflect the cul-
ture that created it.

“There is a strong theme in my-
thology [where] human beings 
are trying to overcome challenges 
presented by nature,” Ketley said. 
“There is good and evil, which re-
flects on the human condition. The 
good is the aspirations of the cul-
ture and the evil is the fears that the 
culture has.” 

In the video game industry, these 
aspects can be used to create an ex-
perience for the consumer. Games 
such as God of War and Legend-
ary encapsulate all three of these 
aspects, specifically in Greek my-
thology.

In God of War, you play as Kra-
tos, a demigod who challenges his 
own on Mount Olympus to make 
his way up to Zeus to end his reign. 
The series draws on Atlantean my-
thology, the prequel to Greek my-
thology, and brings in Gaia, the 
mother of Zeus, and focuses on the 
war of titans against gods. 

Legendary brings Greek mythol-

ogy into the modern world. The 
protagonist activates Pandora’s 
box, causing mythical creatures to 
flood the streets of New York City. 
It becomes the player’s responsi-
bility to use modern weaponry and 
special powers from the box to take 
down all the creatures.

Ensemble Studios’ game Age of 
Mythology is a Real Time Strategy 
(RTS) game that allows players to 
build up an empire or follow the 
campaign and play as Arkantos, the 
soldier of Poseidon and Zeus re-
covering Poseidon’s trident, whose 
goal is to take back Greece. 

The game incorporates Egyptian 
and Norse mythology to the game-
play, allowing players to combat 
one another as a variety of different 
gods, creatures and soldiers. In the 
expansion later released, Atlantean 
mythology became another choice 
for combat and provided a sequel to 
Arkantos’ story. Arkantos’ son Kas-
tor becomes the main character and 
takes on the titan god Kronos with 
the help of other titan gods.

The Final Fantasy series incor-
porates mythology with religions 
such as Christianity and Hindu-
ism. In the games, the Leviathan is 
based on the biblical sea monster 
Livyatan. In Christianity, the Levi-
athan was portrayed as the satanic 
avatar for the demon of envy. Shiva 
is a character in the series that could 
be a female rendition of the Hindu 
god Shiva. 

Items, weapons and equipment 
such as Zeus’ wrath, Minerva’s 
bustier, Hades’ equipment, Hermes’ 
sandals, Artemis’ bow and Perseus’ 
bow refer to Greek and Roman my-
thology.

One issue that arises in these 
games is the liberties taken by the 
game developers to make their own 
renditions of the creatures or ways 
that the situations took place. For 
Ketley, she sees these games as an 
example of how people can incor-
rectly interpret the specific mythol-
ogy.

“The creatures and the stories 

were written in a different time,” 
she said. “They adapt from paint-
ings and the contemporary art and 
use it to create their own monster 
[or story].” 

“You’ll find that some have con-
tinuity and some have additions.”

However, Ketley said that some 
creatures have remained the same 
throughout time.

“The hydra is one example of a 
creature that still looks relatively 
the same as it did,” Ketley said. “So 
game designers and artists do keep 
some aspects the same but could 
take liberties with others so that it 
fits the experience they are going 
for.”

One mythology that Ketley says 
is picking up recognition in pop-
ular culture is Norse mythology. 
Game of Thrones and Marvel’s The 
Avengers are franchises that have 
taken various aspects from the cul-
ture and have incorporated them 
into a situation similar to Legend-
ary. The games base will focus on 
the interpretations from the specific 
franchise.

“Norse mythology is definitely 
one of the more exciting mytholo-
gies. There is a strong human ele-
ment present,” Ketley said. “The 
god Odin for example is shown 
with an eye patch because he was 
blinded in his quest for knowledge 
and he is not shown as a tyrant to 
the degree that Zeus is.”

However, Odin in Age of My-
thology is modified to fit the war 
aspect of the game. Odin regener-
ates the heath of his soldiers and 
makes infantry stronger all while 
turning away from his title as the 
god of poetry and art.

Building a game based on my-
thology or religion allows the de-
signers to contribute interpretations 
of how these realms could exist and 
interact with the world. As more 
games learn from each other, spe-
cific aspects can inspire new di-
rections for the interpretations and 
build a cohesive virtual reality for 
players to immerse themselves in.

CARL GARNICH
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: CANDIS BROSS
Your favourite video game character may actually come from ancient mythology.

Fighting evil by moonlight

When Naoko Takeuchi decided 
on revamping her beloved Sailor 
Moon franchise, it was under her 
terms completely; she was deter-
mined to not make a simple reboot 
of the 1992 anime. For fans of the 
dubbed North American version it 
may not make sense, but to diehard 
Moonies it was exactly what they 
wished for.

She then went to task; cutting 
filler episodes, returning Sailor 
Moon’s name to her original Usagi 
instead of North American Serena, 
a plot issue some devoted fans are 
unhappy with, along with her team-
mates’ names as well and leaving 
all original relationships intact and 
uncut.

The last point was a big one, 
while the original manga and Japa-
nese versions of the anime allowed 
for complex and fluid relationships, 
the American version changed Sail-
or Uranus’ and Neptune’s relation-
ship from one of lovers, to merely 
very, very, very, close cousins, 
sleeping in the same bed, some-
times holding hands and kissing. 

It wasn’t convincing to say the 
least, and due to extremely awk-
ward editing, people thought the 
two cousins were constantly flirt-
ing with each other. This wasn’t the 
only time North American produc-
tion messed around with relation-
ship dynamics, but Takeuchi defi-
nitely wanted to make sure it didn’t 
happen with Sailor Moon Crystal.

Due to this and host of nitpicky 
diehard fan-driven theories, it’s safe 
to say fans were equally excited and 
nervous about the new series pre-
miering. 

Two decades after the original 
series’ own release, Pretty Guard-
ian: Sailor Moon Crystal premiered 
July 5, 2014 on NicoNico in Jap-
anese audio and English, Spanish 
and Portuguese subtitles. Two days 
after the release, Anime News Net-
work revealed the episode had been 
streamed over one million times in 
12 countries. 

Despite multi-week delays for a 
few of its episodes, the series has 
now released 26 episodes. The se-

ries is also on streaming services 
like Crunchyroll for free.

Watching the new series was 
sometimes painful, in that watch-
ing a formula happen over and over 
can get repetitive. Viewers see each 
Sailor Scout get her own “I realize 
Usagi is my best friend even though 
I’ve met her once”, “finding true 
power/sailor scout transformation”, 
and “fighting your enemy with the 
exact same power” episodes. 

Of course, one can argue it’s 
character building for viewers first 
getting into the Sailor Moon fran-
chise, having never watched the 
previous series. But it’s mildly re-
petitive at times as well.

A significant change from the 
original to the new version is the 
removal of the Doom Tree Saga, a 
mini arc about an alien duo steal-
ing negative emotions to fuel its 
starship/space/tree/birthing pod. It 
was weird. The anime needed filler, 
and that’s what came out. 

The new series cut to the nitty 
gritty though and pushed together 
multiple seasons into two 13 epi-
sode arcs. It’s important to under-
stand that most anime seasons will 
be split into two 13 episode arcs, al-
lowing for easier storytelling while 
also giving the season a middle 
point kick of freshness. 

 The effect of this choice on the 
series was felt quickly. Instead of 
getting to frolic in their win over 
Queens Beryl and Metalia for a 
couple episodes, the team is imme-
diately hit with a team from the fu-
ture trying to change the past.

Fans of Mighty Morphin Power 
Rangers and Transformers will no-
tice striking similarities throughout 
the season to these two franchises, 
and they’ll be correct. Takeuchi 
has stated throughout the years that 
these two shows were key influenc-
es during the making of the Sailor 
Moon manga. 

With foot soldiers looking like 
Putty Patroller clones, and the 
Black Moon Clan’s origin story be-
ing eerily similar to that of Decep-
ticons, there could be no mistake 
about the influence of both series.

Despite minor pacing issues, and 
the length of each episode being a 
tad short, Pretty Guardian: Sailor 
Moon Crystal is a great series, and 
Takeuchi’s reworked vision for the 
series will be sure to leave fans beg-
ging for season two.

JERROLD RUNDLE
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: CANDIS BROSS
Creator Naoko Takeuchi brought back her popular animated series with a reboot titled 
Pretty Guardian: Sailor Moon Crystal.





THE TOXICITYTHE TOXICITY
OF FANBOYISM

Andrew Vidler | Interrobang

 For a long time there was a stigma around gamers. 
They were thought of as weird, uneducated and generally 
disrespectful towards their peers or anyone else who dares 
to have a differing opinion. Fortunately for those who love 
games, the ever-growing popularity and relevance of the 
medium has seen that stigma largely washed away, now 
viewing the gaming environment as a more educated and 
welcoming place.

This view is largely true, at least until you attempt to discuss 
the topic online and have your faith in humanity thrown into 
question.

The Internet-based gaming community is toxic for so many 
reasons, a shame for those who desire to see the industry 
get the respect it deserves, but one of the more perplexing 
issues facing the industry is the utter disdain and contempt 
that gamers seem to have for each other. 

One glance at any website, forum or comment section on 
the subject and the discussion at hand is being conducted 
with all the grace of a frat boy after his 17th keg stand. Xbox 
users hate PlayStation gamers, PlayStation fans look down 
on Nintendo fans and PC gamers have built themselves a 
pedestal so high that PCMasterRace has grown into one of 
the most obnoxious memes on net. 

These are the fanboys – or girls – and they are one of the 
most infuriating diseases in gaming culture.

It seems to be a minor issue; a bunch of bored gamers 
bombarding each other with childish snipes, but the 
mentality behind these posts is as fascinating as it is 
troubling, especially for the effect it has on how gaming is 
viewed. 

Any other entertainment form can be studied and 
debated, but always with the understanding 
that enjoyment of it is wholly subjective, and 
is respected as such. Not so with fanboys. No 
amount of facts, research or open discussion 
will sway them from the opinion they hold, 
and they hate nothing more than those who 
dare to hold a different one. 

The wilful ignorance in these arguments 
is simply that; a conscious choice to ignore 
anything that counteracts whatever arbitrary 
title or system they have chosen to fanatically 
defend.

The worst part of it isn’t that the arguments are 
so ignorant. Poor arguments occur everywhere, 
but it’s the immature and overwhelmingly stupid 

comments found on these online sources that give the 
educated gamer such a bad name. 

One doesn’t have to scroll too far down a thread before 
fi nding a chorus of “PSF*g,” a bevy of sexual propositions to 
other commenters’ mothers, and hundreds of other cringe-
worthy insults. It makes it nearly impossible to defend the 
integrity of those gamers who are willing to let the industry 
just be.

The overriding fact of the matter is that this divided 
culture is inherently damaging to the industry itself. As the 
tired cliché goes, competition breeds success, and this is 
perhaps more true in gaming than it is in any other industry. 
If it weren’t for multiple companies attempting to enter the 
market in the early days of Atari and Nintendo, then there 
would be no gaming industry as it exists today. 

When looking at today’s gaming industry as a whole, one 
can clearly see the continued benefi t of that competitive 
spirit, both in individual studios and between the big three 
console makers. 

Games are only getting better with each year, and as 
long as they improve, every company will strive to outdo 
the other. It’s this desire to outdo the competitor that has 
given us the best titles in gaming history, and it’s the drive 
that will see gaming fi nally recognized as the art form that it 
could be.
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What the frack does that mean?
Terms you need to know for roleplaying games

Playing a pen-and-paper tabletop 
roleplaying game (RPG) can bring 
worlds and characters alive while 
also giving you a reason to drink 
and be silly with friends. Whether 
wandering dark and twisting alleys 
or fighting a dragon to save a vil-
lage, there are some basic terms ev-
eryone needs to know.

Dungeons & Dragons 
More often referred to simply as 

D&D, this is actually a collection of 
multiple similar games with vari-
ations of rules, races and classes. 
D&D 3.5 is the most commonly 
played edition, although there are 
two newer editions, both of which 
were made simpler in different 
ways. The easiest to access is fifth 
edition, which has free base classes 
and races up to level 20 available 
online. 

D20
This both refers to a die with 20 

sides and a system that bases suc-
cess or failure of actions on this 
type of die. Usually rolling a one 
is considered an automatic fail or 
botch, occasionally with hilarious 
consequences. Rolling a 20 is an 
automatic success, with some great 
additional benefits like extra dam-
age, depending on the game you’re 

playing. There are numerous sys-
tems with many of different types 
of dice used, but D20s are the most 
common. 

DM/GM 
The Dungeon Master or Game 

Master (GM) are in charge of the 
story, creates the enemies and holds 
your life in their hands. While most 
GMs try not to kill the players, a 
guiding rule is to never antagonize 
the GM, unless you’re fine with 
the possibility of a meteor crushing 
your carefully built character.

Class
This is basically your job in the 

group. You could be a fighter, hack-
ing and slashing your way through 
hordes of goblins, or a wizard, 
flinging fireballs from a distance, 
or a cleric, healing and protecting 
your friends while keeping an eye 
out for evil. With tons of available 
classes, you can choose pretty much 
anything you want to be, and most 
games have expansions to give you 
even more options.

Race
This doesn’t refer to ethnicity or 

skin colour, but species. Often in-
cluded are elves, dwarves, humans, 
halflings and gnomes. Each game 
will have slightly different descrip-
tion, with specific benefits and dis-
advantages for each race. Certain 
games, like Shadowrun, which is 
set in a dark future full of evil cor-
porations, limit your race options 
and include racism as a game me-
chanic to make the world feel more 

depressingly realistic. Other games 
let you choose from pretty much 
anything you can imagine, on this 
world or any other. Rifts, which lets 
you explore every world from the 
old west to a post-apocalyptic cyber 
future, is a great example of this. 

Metagaming
Don’t do this. Metagaming is 

when a player uses knowledge that 
their character has no way of real-
istically knowing in the game. This 
can ruin the experience for every-
one, exacerbating the GM and oth-

er players. After all, the chances of 
the dumb barbarian dwarf knowing 
how to solve a complex riddle are 
pretty slim.

TPK 
Total party kill. The dragon has 

eaten you all. 

PAM-MARIE 
GUZZO
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: LANTERNWORKS / THINKSTOCK
Before rolling the dice to play Dungeons & Dragons, try learning some of the terms fi rst.
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Welcome to Mars and the world of Classroom Crisis, where civilization has colonized the solar system. 
There’s kidnapping, ransom and so much more drama.

The anime industry is a behemoth that continues to grind out several 
dozen new series every quarter across a variety of genres, following 
idols, magical girls, mech pilots and regular teenagers. Because of 
this, it’s also a fairly common reason that people give for not getting 
started into the popular medium. 

A piece of advice? Just dive in. Pick a genre you like from anything 
else (movies, shows, games, books) and get into it. If you don’t like a 
show, try another. There’s been more anime released than is possible 
to watch in a lifetime. 

The anime industry is so broad that ‘80s titles like Fist of the North 
Star and the Macross Saga hold up just as well as those from the 2000’s 
like Serial Experiments Lain and Yukikaze. But we’re here to talk about 
new anime, and these are a few series that stood out in the endless 
stream of animation being released in the last year. 

All listed are easily available on Crunchyroll for free.

Jerrold Rundle | Interrobang



Wolf Girl and Black Prince 
At first Wolf Girl feels like a comedy shōjo, like watching Sailor Moon’s 

title character Usagi go through high school life. Erika, the protagonist, is 
extremely clumsy but really just wants to make friends at her new school. 
Then it starts getting weird. Through a series of unfortunate events, Erika 
begins dating class president Kyouya, a clean-cut, welcoming, nice guy 
that everyone falls in love with. Reality is quite different though as it turns 
out he’s a total pervert, insisting on Erika acting like a dog. This is weird for 
multiple reasons, but because of this dynamic between the two there’s also 
moments where Kyouya acts like a protector to her, throwing the watcher’s 
impressions of this relationship. Wolf Girl and Black Prince could have been 
a typical shōjo high school comedy, and it is in some respects. It’s about 
a girl who wants to fit in, trying to get out of a bunch of little white lies 
that keep getting bigger and bigger. But, it’s also an interesting take on 
unconventional relationships. If you’re tired of the typical girl-falls-for-boy 
shōjo, this might be the next pick for you.

Is It Wrong to Try to Pick Up Girls in a Dungeon?
First impressions placed it in the same vein as Sword Art Online with the 

world being a fantasy MMORPG; levelling systems showing a holographic 
display giving you growth feedback, and characters being able to modify 
stats and skills. But nothing was ever actually mentioned, so viewers are left 
only with visuals looking vaguely super-tech. The main premise behind magic 
in Orario is the idea of cults, like ancient Greeks worshipping pantheistic 
gods. In fact, the gods are the ones being worshipped by these cults. In 
Is It Wrong, all of these deities gave up their powers to live as immortals 
in the human realm. By doing this they were able to grant superpowers to 
individuals deemed worthy enough to defeat monsters from the Dungeon. 
Bell Cranel is the only member of his cult for the goddess Hestia. Because 
of this he’s placed himself on a mission to recruit more followers to worship 
her. With such an obvious title, it’s funny to see that Bell isn’t hitting on his 
female companions, but simply trying to survive, though he does fall in love 
with his saviour in the first episode. When watching Hestia interact with the 
rest of the pantheon, we see that politicking is a large part of navigating 
through this world. Throughout a few episodes there was a nagging feeling 
the gods might be aliens, but overall the series is a slightly comedic take on 
the standard magical fantasy genre. 

Classroom Crisis
A young woman starts up her scooter and proceeds to bike through the 

beautiful mountain scenery. Using the nifty little moped like a racing bike, 
she bypasses traffic in a rather dangerous trick, eventually stopping in front 
of another young woman standing at the edge of a beautiful campus. The 
moped driver is Iris, and she’s also a spaceship pilot. Her friend, Mizuki, is an 
engineer for the same spaceship. Welcome to Mars. 

In the future, humans have colonized the entire solar system, from Mercury 
to Pluto. Because of this, corporations also dominate the system, setting 
up and being responsible for new colonies, making schoolchildren their 

employees. Classroom Crisis centres around a new transfer student coming 
to the Martian academy. Before the new student can arrive though, it’s found 
out that he has been captured and is being held on a mining asteroid for a 
sizable ransom. Before official rescue plans can be made, Iris pilots a highly 
experimental spacecraft the class has been working on to trade a ransom for 
the student, who later belittles the A-TEC class for wasting so much money 
by coming to his rescue. The transfer student, Nagisa, also happens to be 
their boss. The series centres on his attempts to dismantle A-TEC, a highly 
expensive research project, which also happens to be his homeroom class. 

Food Wars: Shokugeki no Sōma
This series follows the young man Sōma who believes he’ll learn the best 

cooking practices in his father’s restaurant. After using his skills to prepare 
the most savoury meat dish, and saving the restaurant from a group of 
shady-probably-yakuza members trying to buy the property for condos, he’s 
immediately thrown through a hoop. His father tells him that he’s leaving for 
a couple years to work with a friend, closing the restaurant in the process. 
From there we watch as Sōma cooks his way through Totsuki Academy, the 
most prestigious chef school in Japan with a survival rate to graduation of 
only 10 per cent. His surly demeanour is washed away quickly when he sees 
how tough it is to even get into the school. Some parents are willing to 
donate millions hoping their children will be accepted. He begins his rise 
through the culinary school, hoping to be good enough to finally beat his 
father in a cooking battle and reopen the restaurant.

Rokka: Braves of the Six Flowers
This is a bit of a shift for art style in fantasy animes, as the overall architecture 

in Piena is that of meso-American cultures like the Aztec. Spired castles are 
replaced with massive ziggurats, sprawling lush rainforests all sitting on the 
edge of mist-filled waterfalls. The series begins with Adlet Mayer declaring 
to be the strongest man in the world, interrupting a ceremonial battle. The 
battle is to decide who will be a Brave, a warrior chosen by the society’s god 
who is needed to halt the demon king’s fiends from destroying everyone. 
Mayer interrupts this, beats the crap out of the two opponents and promptly 
gets his ass tossed in jail. The series centres around the idea that the Goddess 
of Fate choose six Braves at a time to stop the demon king from overrunning 
Piena, and that for the first time in history, there are seven instead. Mayer 
receives his circular mark in prison, declaring him to be one of the Braves, 
and he, along with the rabbit-eared princess Nashetania, travel to meet the 
other Braves in order to save the world. 

These are just a few of the countless anime series’ currently out, and the 
amount of shows will only increase. Crunchyroll isn’t the only place to look 
either. Netflix has dozens of new and old series, including Knights of Sydonia 
while YouTube has some weird stuff as well. 

 Sōma’s journey to reopen his father’s restaurant means gaining acceptance to the most prestigious academy and becoming the best in Food Wars: Shokugeki no Sōma.

CREDIT: J.C.STAFF
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Tabletop roleplaying games for beginners

Why are there so many rules? 
Why is there so much darn math? 
Who came up with this crazy stuff?

With large books full of rules for 
combat, skills, monsters and more, 
it’s easy to get bogged down in the 
many details of tabletop roleplaying 
games. Luckily, not every game is 
like that, and there are many op-
tions for those who just want to sit 
down, make a character and start 
playing. 

Doctor Who: Adventures in 
Time and Space 

Focusing on the David Tennant’s 
run as The Doctor, this is a simple 
roleplaying game with a core set 
that includes everything from pre-
made character sheets, to adven-
tures to dice. There are also other 
editions and books that include oth-
er Doctors, and the Matt Smith set 
even has beloved characters such as 
River Song and Craig available for 
playing, although feel free to turn 
yourself into the Doctor’s newest 
companion. The publisher, Cubicle 
7 Entertainment, has plans to even-
tually include all the Doctors, and 
for Whovians who care more about 
story than beating up the bad guys, 
Doctor Who: Adventures in Time 
and Space is a great pick.

The New World of Darkness

One of the only systems that in-
corporates the internal mental and 
moral anguish that comes with be-
ing something other than human, 
The World of Darkness consists of 
several distinct but similar games. 
These games allow you to be a 
mage, vampire, werewolf or any 
of a number of other supernatu-
ral creatures, struggling to retain a 
semblance of humanity in a world 
like our own. The core games, Vam-
pire: The Requiem, Werewolf: The 
Forsaken and Mage: The Awak-
ening are streamlined new ver-

sions based on an older collection 
of games, and go out of their way 
to immerse the player in a land of 
blood and madness. 

Crimson Dragon Slayer
If you’re nostalgic for a time 

slightly before when you were 
born, Crimson Dragon Slayer offers 
all the best of ‘80s ridiculousness in 
wonderfully fun way. Once you’re 
scanned into your incredibly old 
computer Tron-style, you get the 
joy of turning into a pixie fairy prin-
cess, robot or any number of other 
random creatures, or a combination 

of any two, rolling a six-sided dice 
to save the busty damsel in distress. 
The game is far from being politi-
cally correct, skirting copyright in-
fringement with all the grace of an 
episode of The Simpsons and plac-
ing a great deal of focus on adult 
themes. Not for the faint of heart, 
Crimson Dragon Slayer is a great, 
silly game for the right group of 
drinking companions.

Firefly
More Brown Coat than Whovi-

an? The second roleplaying game 
based on the much-loved show of 

the same name, Firefly lets you 
cruise the ‘verse in a shiny ship 
of your own. With both pre-made 
characters and rules for creating 
your own, the game is easy to jump 
right into, and goes out of its way to 
prevent the credit counting details 
that many others seem to focus on. 
This is another system where fight-
ing is rarely the right answer, al-
though feel free to pull out a gun if 
that Alliance 青蛙操的流氓 (pro-
nounced: ching-wah tsao duh liou 
mahng) officer gets in your way. 

CREDIT: CANDIS BROSS
With a huge variety of tabletop games available, it’s easy to feel overwhelmed. Here are a few to get you started.

PAM-MARIE 
GUZZO
INTERROBANG
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Fantastical tips for fanfi c fanatics

Fanfiction is defined as fiction 
written by a fan of a particular 
book, movie or other fictional uni-
verse and using the characters in an 
original story. Some common mis-
conceptions are that everyone writ-
ing this type of work has no life, 
and no plans of becoming a profes-
sional author. 

However, the best-selling novel 
and box office hit Fifty Shades of 
Grey began as a fanfiction on a site 
dedicated to stories based around 
characters from the Twilight saga. 
Fifty Shades author E.L. James has 
said that Twilight author Stephenie 
Meyer inspired her to sit down and 
write her own stories, and was ap-
proached by publishers when the 
online serial she was writing be-
came popular. 

Cassandra Claire, author of the 
bestselling series The Mortal In-
struments, started out writing Lord 
of The Rings fanfics. 

Writing fanfics is something that 
anyone who loves any series can 
do, whether it be from Lord of The 
Rings, Harry Potter, Supernatural 
or more. 

The purpose behind writing such 
fiction may be that a reader felt that 
the end of a story lacked closure, or 
they want to explore other avenues 
such as a romance between char-

acters that didn’t take place in the 
original story. 

Readers may also not be ready 
for their favourite character’s sto-
ry to be over, or might enjoy the 
dynamics of the fictional universe, 
and so they create new characters 
to inhabit it. Some people are also 
interested in what would happen if 
characters from different universes 
met, and create crossovers. 

Some readers also want to depict 
characters in sexual situations. This 
type of story is referred to as a lem-
on. 

Other terms associated with fan-
fiction are fandom, which refers to 
a group of fans that are interested in 
a specific story or character, canon, 
which refers to the original source 
material and fanon is information 
that appears so often in fanfics that 
it may be considered or become a 
part of the canon. 

AU means the story takes place 

in an alternate universe, and AR an 
alternate reality. In an alternate uni-
verse the physics or geography may 
be different, whereas in an alternate 
reality certain events and details 
may be changed. 

Another common term, and one 
that may frustrate readers is a Mary 
Sue. This is a character that is creat-
ed and favoured by the author often 
in order to fulfill a fantasy of rescu-
ing the main character from impos-
sible situations. 

Here are some tips to follow 
while writing a fanfic. 

Avoid changing a character’s per-
sonality without good reason. Do a 
little research in order to enhance 
the story’s landscape for the reader, 
and be sure to include disclaimers 
or warnings for any material that 
could make readers uncomfortable. 
Be open to constructive criticism 
from fellow authors wherever you 
post your work. 

DAN TODD
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: CANDIS BROSS
Writing fanfi ction is a great way to continue your favourite series and who knows 
where it could lead?

Digital vs. analog

When digital music first rolled 
onto market in the form of CDs, 
people were hesitant to accept it as 
the superior listening format. De-
spite being the better medium in 
terms of dynamics and sonic accu-
racy, consumers still clung to their 
collection of vinyls. 

The CD felt more like a dinky 
novelty, with its plastic case and 
tiny disk, than it did a tangible piece 
of art. At face value, the argument 
of digital vs. analog is complete-
ly superficial, but if we dig a little 
deeper into digital music standards, 
we’ll find renewed value in the an-
alog format.

The dawn of digital music 
brought the loudness wars. Every-
one wanted to be the loudest band 
on the radio and over the years this 
led to a demise of the CD’s once su-
perior dynamic range. The loudness 
war focused on reducing the quiet 
and loud parts of a song so that ev-
ery second is at the same deafen-
ing volume. Although this allowed 
songs to be louder than ever, it com-
promised a crucial element of mu-
sic. The digital music experience 
became shallow, and listeners were 
subjected to accelerated ear fatigue, 
making it difficult to enjoy music 
for long periods of time. 

Although this is a con for digital 
music, it’s a con for analog mu-
sic as well. Most CD albums that 
are re-released for vinyl haven’t 
been re-mastered or altered for the 
strength of the medium. Mastering 
an album for vinyl is an expensive 
process that, due to rampant pirat-
ing, few bands can afford. As a re-
sult, most vinyl re-issues have been 
taken from the CD masters, which 
are of course victims of the loud-
ness war. Taking a CD album and 
printing it to vinyl degrades the mu-
sic, introduces distortion and sabo-
tages the inherent warmth of ana-
log. If you’re looking for authentic 
vinyl quality, check the band’s web-

site first or buy a vinyl that predates 
the CD.

The one place where analog mu-
sic overcomes digital music without 
a doubt is file quality. When music 
was being printed to vinyl, the actu-
al amount of data in a song wasn’t 
a big issue. In the analog era, when 
a band couldn’t release a record on 
one vinyl, they’d release a double 
album and everyone was happy. At 
the beginning of the CD era, digital 
music didn’t have this luxury. 

Sure, you could put more data 
on a CD, but when a hard drive ran 
out of memory space, it was going 
to cost a pretty penny to get a new 
one. Nowadays, space isn’t an issue 
as we can get a terabyte hard drive 
for less than $100, but unfortunate-
ly the standards were set in stone 
long before 2016.

The regrettable standard of digital 
music is the mp3. This format offers 
a compressed version of music that 
takes a 46 MB WAV file down to 
about 4 MB and is responsible for 
destroying the quality of digital mu-
sic. To cut a file down this steeply, 
much of the data is simply thrown 
out. The essence of the music is still 
there, but we’re missing out on the 
critical little details that really bring 
it all together.

To make matters worse, people 
like TIDAL bigwigs have taken ad-
vantage of these low expectations 
of music and are trying to profit 
off of reintroducing it to market. 
TIDAL asks subscribers to dish out 
$20 a month just to hear music as 
the artists originally intended it to 
be heard. 

In the end, each format has a ben-
efit. Digital music is portable, and 
you can carry large libraries with 
you, but with a sacrifice in quality. 
The analog music is tangible and 
carefully crafted, but it’s very much 
an in-home activity. The question of 
which is better boils down to your 
environment. 

If you want to get in the zone or 
set the mood at home, try putting 
on a record and see how fast things 
develop, but if you’re about to train 
for that 10-kilometre run, maybe 
leave the record player in your bed-
room.

NICK REYNO
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: VIKTORUS / THINKSTOCK
What’s all the noise about?

Fragging out in class
Having Internet accessibility on 

campus is a crucial resource for stu-
dents but also a gateway to specific 
vices such as online video games.

With the ability to log into Fan-
shawe’s Wi-Fi or accessing con-
nection through Ethernet allows 
students the potential to game with 
their friends, but one place growing 
in popularity is the classroom.

Michael Feeney, program co-or-
dinator of the game development: 
advanced programming program, 
computer programmer analyst 
program and Internet application 
and web development program at 
Fanshawe, said that students have 
to consider their age and maturity 
when deciding to use the Internet in 
class for purposes that are not ap-
propriate to the class.

“This is post-secondary educa-
tion, these students are adults in ev-
ery way,” he said. “They pay to be 
here, they want to be here. Part of 
what they have to learn is self-dis-
cipline. Part of the struggle we have 
now is constant distraction and we 
need to fight it.”

Games such as League of Leg-
ends and Hearthstone are two 
games becoming popular among 
students. Both games are easy to 
download and play, but require ded-
ication to a specific match until it is 
finished.

Depending on the gamer, a per-
son can become addicted to the 
immersion in specific games. In 
games such as League of Legends 
and Hearthstone, the player cannot 
save and pick it up later. Players 

need to commit to the games in 
order to be respectful to the other 
players.

This necessity to commit can 
cause problems in the classroom 
because students need to focus on 
the match to do well for themselves 
and the team, which can cause 
a student’s education to take the 
backseat to the games.

“The question is, ‘Why are they 
there?’” Feeney said. “They can-
not pay attention in class if they 
are right in the middle of some big 
multiplayer battle. People think 
they can multi-task and they can 
superficially, but not for things that 
require their absolute attention. If 
a student tried to play a League of 
Legends game while listening to the 
instructor, the student cannot take 
in everything that is being said.”

Playing in class can create a 
distracting environment for col-
leagues, which can affect their ed-

ucation.
“I am not a police officer, I do 

not need to micromanage them be-
cause that also does not teach them 
to do it themselves,” Feeney said. 
“My only rule is that if they disturb 
someone in class or play a game 
right in the front row, it would be 
the same as if they were talking. If 
they are disruptive they need to stop 
or leave.”

Being an adult does not mean that 
life has to be all work and no play, 
but it becomes the responsibility of 
the student to understand that their 
future is on the line. Playing games 
in class could mean failing cours-
es and prolonging graduation, or it 
could create bad habits in the work-
place that could affect the student’s 
ability to hold down a serious job.

Mixing video games with class-
es could be a bad combination. So 
before you log in during class, re-
member to game responsibly.

CARL GARNICH
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: CARL GARNICH
There are many distractions that students face in class. Instructors such as Michael 
Feeney ask that the classroom is a place of learning rather than gaming.
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Untitled 09 | 03.14.2016

By virtue of his thought provok-
ing lyricism, unique jazz influence 
and captivating live performances, 
Kendrick Lamar has become more 
than just a household name.

After the release of 2015’s To 
Pimp A Butterfly, he performed a 
series of untitled songs during live 
concerts that caught quite a bit of 
attention from fans. These concerts 
included appearances on The Col-
bert Report, The Tonight Show and 
most recently at this year’s Gram-
my Awards. On March 3, Lamar 
finally responded to the public’s 
growing interest by releasing a sur-
prise album referred to as untitled 
unmastered.  

While Kendrick’s latest release 
bears all the marks of a well-round-
ed mix tape, it exists in the same 
cohesive realm as its predecessor. 
Recorded for the most part in 2014, 
the album consists of eight tracks 
that didn’t quite make the cut for To 
Pimp A Butterfly. 

While many artists release all 
of their ‘b-side’ songs as extended 
albums, Lamar wanted to let these 
songs exist in their raw and unfin-
ished form. untitled unmastered. 
is no To Pimp a Butterfly, but as a 
collective, these songs create an in-
credibly unique and immersive lis-
tening experience. 

The album opens with a vivid 
reimagining of the Bible’s Book of 
Revelation. The song starts with 
an unsettling dialogue enclosed 
by discordant jazz and sparse pads 
that pan left and right. This pro-
logue seems to set the mood for 
what the album will bring. It feels 

out of place and unexpected when 
looking at the rest of the song, but 
seems to perpetuate it nonetheless. 
The following verse plays out over 
the course of an apocalypse and as 
it ends, so does the world. 

At the end of the song, Lamar 
reflects on modern Christians sim-
ply settling for repentance instead 
of living by the book. This first 
song of untitled unmastered. is 
riddled with provocative imagery 
and hard-hitting lines that show the 
album isn’t just a throwaway mon-
ey-grab of unused material. 

The album concludes with a 
catchy funk track that looks at La-
mar’s rising success in spite of 
the financial difficulties of today. 
Throughout the track he uses the 
term “blue faces” to refer to both 
sad, dissatisfied people, and to 
freshly printed $100 bills. Behind 
the interesting juxtaposition of lyr-
ics, Lamar channels his inner Mi-
chael Jackson, filling out the com-
position with unique vocal sounds.

Song eight isn’t the only track 
that looks at poverty in the world. 
This topic surfaces again on song 
four and in parts of song seven, in 
which Lamar draws attention to 
the corruptions of modern society. 
Song four in particular reflects on 
the underlying complications of 
welfare and religion in a broken 
system. 

In a genre that is so diluted by 
songs about sex and money, La-
mar uses his art as a platform to 
talk about the issues that keep him 
awake at night. The album’s focus 
jumps around from song to song but 
then again, it was never designed to 
be an album, per say. untitled un-
mastered. is merely a glimpse into 
the time and thought process that 
surrounded To Pimp A Butterfly. It’s 
a deconstruction of Lamar’s process 
and showcases his creativity before 
it’s been flushed out and reworked 
for popular consumption.

NICK REYNO
WRECKORD REVIEWS

CREDIT: TOP DOG ENTERTAINMENT 
Much like the album, this article is untitled, unmastered and unedited. 

Welcome to Zootopia

Zootopia, a city where lions lay 
down with lambs (or at least work 
with them), gazelles peacefully 
walk alongside tigers and everyone 
just generally gets along. In hops 
Judy Hopps, the city’s first bunny 
police officer, full of good cheer 
and pluck, ready to prove that she’s 
as good as anyone else. Except, of 
course, things are never that easy.

To start off, it has to be said that 
this is a great movie. With fantastic 
voice acting by a ton of recogniz-
able actors including Shakira, typ-
ically excellent animation and re-
markable settings, the background 
of Zootopia is quite excellent. The 
script, full of animal puns and refer-
ences to Frozen and The Godfather, 
is at turns amusing and touching, 
with the genuine emotional roll-
ercoaster one almost expects from 
Disney at this stage.

Unfortunately, in trying to prove 

“look guys, we’re not racist any-
more”, Disney may have gone too 
far in trying to make too big a point. 
As the film revolves around the sys-
temic racism and prejudices of the 
animal world, it’s impossible not 
to draw parallels between the story 
and the real world. The problem is 
that the message they were trying to 
get across is often different than the 
message they intended. 

For example, the overarching 
theme of the movie is that with hard 
work and dedication you can be 
anything. Except, of course, it’s en-
tirely on you to prove that you don’t 
fit in with the stereotypes of your 
species, and no one has to accept 
you or even give you a fair chance 
until you work twice as hard to do 
this. 

Also, it’s totally okay for some-
one to take advantage of you for 
years, treat you like garbage and 
take all the benefits of your hard 
work, so long as they’re a good 
person deep down. Plus, only a 
crazy woman would try to change 
the system, or act out with violence 
against the deeply ingrained power 
structures that are already there.

The entire movie almost comes 
off as an appeal to preserve the sta-
tus quo while playing lip service to 
the idea that people can be whatev-
er they want. Chaos reigns until the 
original power structure is restored, 
and there’s a weird sympathy for 
the 10 per cent that gives the im-
pression that Disney believes that 
the current system is the best and 
that those that abuse power only do 
it for reasons beyond their control. 

Yes, this is reading a lot into a 
children’s movie. However, the 
media that we, as a society, show 
our children inform their beliefs. It 
would be easy for a chid to walk out 
of this movie believing that racism 
is just the way things are and it’s up 
to them to prove they’re different 
than the rest of their ethnicity. This 
is a crappy lesson that we see too 
often.

Overall, this is a movie that is 
amazingly animated and scripted, 
but fundamentally problematic. 
The sad part is that so many peo-
ple will see it as a step in the right 
direction for a company that wants 
nothing more than to preserve the 
status quo. 

PAM-MARIE 
GUZZO
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: WALT DISNEY STUDIOS MOTION PICTURES (2016)
In Zootopia, anything is possible. As long as you prove yourself fi rst…
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Fresh spring trends
As the seasons change and warm-

er weather is around the corner, it’s 
time to experiment and change up 
your makeup routine. Spring is all 
about fresh new looks that are soft 
but still colourful and fun. Leave 
the dark and moody colours behind 
and brighten up your makeup with 
some of these gorgeous trends for 
this spring. 

One of the most prominent trends 
on the runway was natural, glossy 
lips. Put your lipsticks aside for a 
bit and embrace your natural lip 
colour. Sometimes the best way to 
enhance your lips is by simply ap-
plying a lip gloss or lipglass on your 
bare lips. The high shine will boost 
your beautiful lip colour and will 
give a fuller appearance. 

MAC’s Lipglass or Fusion’s Lip 
Fusion XXL are excellent products 
to achieve a glossy, plumped lip.

To compliment the bare lips and 
to brighten up your whole look, 
bright, blue shadow has made its 
comeback. 

While it can be a daunting shade, 
there are many ways you can wear 

it to create a fun and playful look. A 
bright blue can be used as a base co-
lour for a smoky eye, using a navy 
or black shade to contour and deep-
en the colour. The bright blue can 
also be worn alone with some black 
mascara for a cute, simple look.

For a softer eye makeup look, the 
“sunset eye” trend is perfect. This 
look is incredibly simple to apply. 
Choose a muted, pastel pink or 
peach colour and simply swipe it 
across the eyelids. 

You can add a light coat of mas-
cara for some definition, but don’t 
worry about adding any liners as 
this look is beautiful as is. 

For a little bit more drama in your 

makeup look, add a hint of metallic 
gold as your accent colour. This can 
be done by adding some loose pig-
ment to the inner parts of the eyes, 
the center of the lips or even to the 
cheekbones. The best products to 
use for this are loose pigments or 
cream products.

This season, change up your 
makeup routine by putting the 
moody shades aside and adding 
some freshness and fun. 

Whether it be embracing your 
natural beauty, bringing back the 
iconic blue eye shadow or even 
adding a metallic accent, find 
something that suits your style and 
broadens your makeup looks.

JOSHUA R. 
WALLER
BEAUTY BOY

London’s hot spots for film screenings
Watching your favourite classic 

movie is the one of the best ways 
to spend your time. Curling up on 
your couch with a blanket, some 
snacks and a flick you could never 
get sick of is one of the easiest ways 
to destress. 

However, watching movies on 
the big screen is also fun in its own 
way. The characters and their sto-
ries seem larger than life. Laughing 
along and biting your nails in antic-
ipation with the rest of the audience 
makes watching the movie more 
enjoyable. 

Some film places in London have 
combined the best of both worlds. 
On certain nights or times of the 
year, you can watch your old fa-
vourites on the big screen. Here are 
some of the places best known for 
it, and who have also done special 
screenings in the past. 

Western Film
Room 340, University Commu-

nity Centre Building, Western Uni-
versity

westernusc.ca/westernfilm 
The on-campus second run the-

atre at Western University is best 
known for showing blockbusters 
after they leave most mainstream 
theatres for student-friendly prices.  

They are also known for their 
Midnight Cult films. Every Friday, 
they will show a fan favourite on 
the big screen at midnight. If you 
dress up in costume, you can get 
in for free. Unfortunately, the Mid-
night Cult Films usually go on hia-
tus during the summer, but they will 
return in September. 

In the meantime, you can see 
Monty Python the Holy Grail on 
March 18 and The Room on April 
1 at 12 a.m. 

The theatre also has other special 
screenings. 

They will show American Sharia, 
a film by Canadian Lebanese artist 
known on Instagram as Jdoodleme, 
also known as Wajeha Chams, 

and Hayala Entertainment founder 
Omar Regan followed by a Q&A. 
The film starts at 7 p.m. on March 
13. Tickets are $20 in advance and 
$25 at the door, with free admission 
for kids five and under. 

EnviroWestern will also screen 
Watermark at Western Film as part 
of World Water Week. The screen-
ing begins at 7 p.m. on March 20. 

Palace Theatre
710 Dundas Street
palacetheatre.ca
The volunteer-run theatre house 

is known for their plays throughout 
the year. However, the facility used 
to be a film house, and they still 
screen movies from time to time. 
They ran Monty Python and the 
Holy Grail on Feb. 20 with the Ox-
ford Renaissance Festival. The Pal-
ace Theatre also screened Fixed at 
as part of the Tangled Arts Festival. 

Their next film screening will be 
The Princess Bride on March 12 at 
7 p.m. Guests are encouraged to at-
tend in either a medieval or pirate 
costume and enjoy trivia and priz-
es. Tickets are $10 each and some 
of the proceeds will help cover the 
cost of a wall replacement in Palace 
Theatre.

Hyland Cinema
240 Wharncliffe Road South
hylandcinema.com 
Hyland Cinema is known for 

showing many unique and critical-
ly acclaimed films. Les Êtres Chers 
(Death of our Loved Ones) will 
play at the theatre on March 20 at 
1 p.m. Director Anne Êmond pres-
ents the life of a family who lost the 
patriarch to suicide during the three 
decades after he died. 

The theatre also has RetroMania, 
where they will play classic hits. 
Indiana Jones: Raiders of the Lost 
Ark will be shown for their March 
RetroMania on March 18 for $12.

A French version of Alvin and the 
Chipmunks: The Road Chip with-
out English subtitles will be also be 
shown March 18 at 12:45 p.m. for 
$5. 

Finding Freedom in the Forest 

City is a documentary produced by 
Moasic Mind Pictures filmmaker 
Mark Drewe, Justine Turner and 
the City of London. London’s black 
history will be explored March 26 
at 12 p.m. Although admission is 
free, donations will be accepted. 

Director Rob McCallum will 
present his documentary Missing 
Mom on May 7 at 10 a.m. In the 
film, he and his brother search for 
their mom who has been missing 
for over 25 years. Tickets are $10. 

London Public Library
Various branch locations
londonpubliclibrary.ca
The library offers more than just 

books. There are also a variety of 
film screenings scattered across the 
calendar around the Forest City. 

There will be the Banff Mountain 
Film Festival World Tour on March 
22, at the Wolf Performance Hall 
at the Central Library. It’s sold out, 
but there are still other ways you 
can check out unique cinema.

As part of National Canadian 
Film Day on April 20, the East Lon-
don Meeting Room, Wolf Perfor-
mance Hall and Byron Auditorium 
will screen multiple showings of 
CanCon. Some Polish films will 
also be showcased from April 7 to 
25 at the Wolf Performance Hall. 

Rainbow Cinema
355 Wellington Street 
rainbowcinema.ca
The theatre best known amongst 

Fanshawe students as the place 
where you head down to First 
Run Films has also shown spe-
cial screenings. In 2015, they had 
a Mean Girls screening for Pride 
London, a Scott Pilgrim vs. the 
World event in anticipation for 
writer Brian Lee O’Malley’s ap-
pearance at Forest City Comic Con 
and a Rocky Horror Picture Show 
screening around Halloween, rais-
ing money for the Regional HIV/
AIDS Connection.

Although there aren’t any special 
events planned at the moment, you 
can follow Rainbow Cinemas Lon-
don on Facebook to keep an eye out. 

EMILY STEWART
INTERROBANG

Why we love witches
In many mythologies, the figure 

of the witch juxtaposes unspeakable 
evil with archetypical femininity, 
making her difficult to identify as a 
power-hungry Satan worshipper at 
first glance. Our own mainstream 
media typically deals with this by 
polarizing witches onto either side, 
as is exemplified in The Wizard of 
Oz or the Harry Potter series.

And yet, films portraying the 
more cryptic witch have also prov-
en to be extremely popular with 
Western audiences. This is the 
witch whom we may never initially 
suspect is practicing child sacrifices 
just a few doors down the street, or 
placing a curse on us as punishment 
for cutting in front in the line at the 
bank. 

Alleged witches have been sin-
gled out by their neighbours for 
centuries, most notably during the 
Salem Witch Trials in the 17th cen-
tury. The tragic outcomes of this 
event are a testament to how swift-
ly the fever of hysteria can spread 
throughout a community and turn 
rational thinkers into cold-blooded 
killers. 

Whether or not witches actual-
ly existed at the time is beside the 
point; paranoia was the main thrust 
of the entire affair. The exagger-
ated fear of being the victim of a 
conspiracy has since gone on to be 
a common theme in several promi-
nent witch films. 

In 1968, Roman Polanski pitted 
a vulnerable young woman against 
an apartment building of witches 
in Rosemary’s Baby. Rosemary’s 
suspicions of the coven are kept 
unsubstantiated until the end of the 
film when she mothers the spawn of 
Satan at their behest. 

Similarly, Dario Argento’s 1977 
classic Suspiria follows a young 

woman investigating the myste-
rious owners of her ballet school, 
who may or may not be ancient 
witches. Like Rosemary, Suspiria’s 
heroine is believed by no one and 
must singularly face off with her 
powerful foes until the bitter end. 

Polanski delved deeper into the 
world of covens in 1999s The Ninth 
Gate, where a man too curious for 
his own good accidentally stumbles 
upon a secret group of aristocrats 
intent on raising the devil, no matter 
how many orgies it takes. 

Also from 1999 is Daniel Myrick 
and Eduardo Sanchez’s The Blair 
Witch Project, a film that confirms 
a small town’s mania over the exis-
tence of a backwoods witch. 

In 2012, Rob Zombie’s The 
Lords of Salem saw a culmination 
of the aforementioned plots as a 
group of Salem Trial descendants 
select an unsuspecting radio host to 
bear the Anti-Christ. Like its prede-
cessors, this film hinges on a lone 
character’s self-doubt, paranoia and 
deterioration into madness before 
confronting the unsettling fact that 
witches actually abound. 

As they draw on the same ele-
ments of paranoia that have been 
described in the Salem Witch Tri-
als, these and other witch films res-
onate with audiences because they 
validate an all too common fear that 
nefarious powers lurk in unknown 
places. 

We love witches because we love 
witch hunts, and we love witch 
hunts because we love scapegoats. 
When you’re fearful but can’t right-
ly explain why, it’s natural to admit 
that there’s nothing more alleviat-
ing than finally having somewhere 
to point your finger. Witch films 
give us this outlet, but one must 
remember that real life requires a 
separation of facts from inherent 
prejudices. Hopefully we’ve come 
a long way from stake burnings. 

CREDIT: ANCHOR BAY (2012)
Rob Zombie’s The Lords of Salem centers around the main characters personal 
struggles while coming to terms with the fact that witches actually exist.

ANGELA MCINNES
FEAR FOR THOUGHT

CREDIT: WELMADUPLESSIS / THINKSTOCK 
Bright blue eye shadow is making a comeback this spring. 
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A weak return 
with Fuller House

Nostalgic and quirky are two 
words that best describe the first 
season of the long-awaited Fuller 
House. The classic “Everywhere 
You Look” theme song tradition-
ally performed by Jesse Frederick 
was replaced with a modernized 
(yet horrendous) version performed 
by Carly Rae Jepsen.

The season includes things that 
no Full House fan could have seen 
coming, like Danny Tanner taking 
selfies and saying “you girls should 
be more like Kimmy Gibbler.”

The series follows DJ Fuller (for-
merly known as DJ Tanner) who 
now has two sons and has been re-
cently widowed. DJ’s younger sis-
ter Stephanie Tanner, her childhood 
best friend Kimmy Gibbler and 
Kimmy’s daughter all move in to 
help DJ raise her boys. Many of the 
episodes mirror plot points of the 
original show. Basically, Stephanie 
is the new Jessie and Kimmy is the 
new Joey, but divorced and with a 
kid. The show tries hard to replicate 
the cheesy family fun that fans had 
with Full House, but with more of 
an edgy adult feel. With references 
to alcohol, partying and sex, it at-
tempts to appeal to a more mature 
audience.

The first three episodes were 

almost unbearable, but it got a lit-
tle better as my expectations came 
crashing down. However, no real 
plot starts developing until the last 
couple episodes where DJ has to 
choose between her first love, Steve 
Hale, and her co-worker at the vet 
clinic.

The show makes many refer-
ences to Full House as well and 
acknowledges the fact that it is a 
reunion show. They also reference 
the Olsen twins, who declined re-
turning as Michelle for the series, 
with perhaps one too many jabs 
about how they are too busy with 
their “fashion empire.”

Jackson and Max Fuller, DJ’s 
kids, were the worst thing that came 
out of this revival show. Unlike the 
cute and charming kids we got from 
Full House, these kids were annoy-
ing and a pandering reminder of the 
millennial audience it’s trying to 
reach.

Fuller House has some nice and 
even some enjoyable moments that 
are downright nostalgic and fan-
tastic. However, most of the time 
it feels like a bad Disney Channel 
show, with forgettable and weak 
characters. As a fan who grew up 
watching Full House, this Netflix 
reboot was a complete disappoint-
ment but held promise for redemp-
tion in the already confirmed sea-
son two.

Shrimp-like creatures nervous system 
preserved in 520 million year old fossil

One-year mission astronaut 
and cosmonaut return home

Astronaut Scott Kelly and cos-
monaut Mikhail Kornienko re-
turned from their 340-day stay on 
the International Space Station 
(ISS) as part of the one-year mis-
sion. Run by NASA in conjunction 
with Russia’s Federal Space Agen-
cy (Roscosmos), the mission was 
the latest in a series of tests to begin 
figuring out how to send humans to 
Mars within the next 30 years.

The pair, along with cosmonaut 
Sergei Volkov landed in the desert 
region Kazakhstan on March 2, 
after taking three hours to deorbit 
from the ISS.

The one-year mission was unique 
in that everything that happened to 
Kelly in space could be measured 
more accurately, due to him having 
a twin back on Earth. 

Back on Earth, Mark Kelly, 
Scott’s twin, acted as a control set 
for everything happening to his 
brother while orbiting Earth.

One of the more noticeable 
changes to Kelly’s physical state 
was his height. The astronaut gained 
about five centimeters, though not 
unexpected by NASA scientists. 

The process, called spinal de-
compression, happens when the 
discs between the back’s vertebrae 
begin expanding. This happens due 
to the lack of gravity pushing the 
body’s weight down onto the inter-
vertebral discs, flexible cushions 
of tissue between each bone in the 
spine.

Immediately back on Earth, the 
two experimentees were made to 
perform tasks that would be similar 
to what explorers on Mars would 
need to potentially perform imme-
diately after landing.

In a recent YouTube video, ISS 
chief scientist, Dr. Julie Robinson, 
stated that during the year-long 
mission, Kelly had already under-

gone about 340 medical tests and 
experiments, and that more tests 
such as measuring bone density and 
transformation will take up to three 
years to complete.

While the duos’ stay in orbit was 
the longest in almost 10 years, it 
isn’t the longest a human has stayed 
in space at one time, or even alto-
gether. Cosmonaut Valeri Polyakov 
stayed in space for almost 438 days 
aboard the Mir Space Station back 
in 1995, while cosmonaut Gen-
nady Padalka, who coincidentally 
launched with Kelly and Kornien-
ko on Expedition 43 on March 28, 
2015, holds the record for the most 
cumulative time in space, orbiting 
earth 879 days.

Oldest, most complete nervous 
system fossil found in China

Researchers from China, Ger-
many and U.K. have discovered 
and imaged a fossil containing the 
most complete nervous system ever 
found, dating the find at 520 million 
years old.

The Cambrian Period fossil 
contains the body of the roughly 
four-centimetre long Chengjiango-
caris kunmingensis, a shrimp-like 
creature of the fuxhianhuiids order, 
which were precursors to arthro-
pods. 

The Cambrian Explosion as it’s 
more commonly known, happened 
517 to 542 million years ago, when 
life on Earth’s biodiversity rapidly 
changed, from primarily simple sin-
gle-celled organisms to a range of 
multicellular creatures. 

Among those most successful 
even to this day are arthropods, 
making up a vast selection of life 
on Earth, about 80 per cent of all 
creatures, from bees and spiders to 
barnacles and lobsters.

Original research finding the fos-
sils was published in 2013, with the 
authors then stating their intentions 
to further research one of the spec-
imens that was believed to have a 
preserved nervous system. 

Precise rock chipping with a nee-
dle-like hammer led to the discov-
ery that an almost complete fossil 
of Chengjiangocaris’ nervous sys-
tem had become fossilized. 

Even individual nerve fibres 
measuring only five thousandths 
of a millimetre were preserved, a 
ground-breaking amount of detail 
for a fossil of any time period.

As mentioned in the Cambridge 
University press release, previous 
discoveries of arthropod soft tissue 
fossils were the brains of similar 
creatures, which have been found 
to be more easily preserved in the 
fossil record.

Vertebrates, which includes spe-
cies like humans and sharks, have 
a central nervous system where the 
brain attaches to a spinal column, 
which then attaches to nerves. 

Arthropods are similar in that 
they have a brain and spinal col-
umn-like structure called a nerve 
cord, they also have bulges along 
the column that act as mini brains 
called ganglia, each controlling a 
specific aspect, like a single pair of 
legs or sensory hairs.

The fossil not only showed all 
of these features in pristine detail, 
but also revealed another sensory 
structure not currently found in any 
species today.

The researchers also found that 
the level of complexity of the fos-
sil nervous system was greater than 
that of more advanced arthropods 
currently observed, which the re-
searchers proposed a simplification 
of the nervous structure led to the 
evolution of more advanced sys-
tems today.

While fossils are technically any 
biological remains preserved by 
time in rock, it’s usually quite rare 
for a fossil to contain soft tissue of 
organisms, due to the fat cells of a 
creature being destroyed easily be-
fore it has the chance to begin the 
fossilization process.

The find is important for arthro-
pods because it allows evolutionary 
scientists a peek at an ancient ner-
vous systems and how they might 
have evolved into structures seen in 
modern species today.

Next week we’ll look at how am-
ber is allowing scientists to view 
tiny lizards from over 100 million 
years ago.

JERROLD RUNDLE
SCIENTIFIC 
ADVENTURES 

Burning fat efficiently
Have you ever been on a car-

dio machine or in a class that said 
something about the fat burning 
zone? How does it work?

For a long time, experts con-
sidered the fat burning zone to be 
when you exercised at a slow pace 
for a long duration. You burn car-
bohydrates first and then your body 
uses fat as energy. This can work, 
but not everyone has time for it.

If you are looking to shed some 
pounds it’s going to take more than 
just long walks on the treadmill. 
You need to turn your body into 
an efficient fat burning machine so 
that you are still burning fat even as 
you sleep. 

For starters, you need to build 
muscle. I’m not saying that you 
have to add bulk or be a body 
builder, but the more you train with 
weights and the more muscle you 
have, the better your chances of 
keeping fat away. 

When you weight train, make 
sure it is challenging and you are 
working to a good degree of fatigue. 

Generally three to four sets of 

eight to 12 repetitions of each ex-
ercise is a good place to start. That 
means you need to select a weight 
you can only lift eight to 12 times 
for the first couple sets and the last 
couple sets should be a struggle to 
get the minimum out. 

For more specific guidance, 
please speak to a fitness trainer.

For cardio, try a variety of work-
outs and make sure to challenge 
yourself with resistance and incline 
levels; speed intervals will also help.

Next, you need to get your eating 
habits in check. The gym is only 
one third of the battle. Don’t sacri-
fice all your hard work in the gym 
and then eat bad food; stay away 
from sugars, high salt and high fat 
foods. Reduce the amount of pack-
aged products and focus on good, 
clean eating by eating whole foods 
that have not been processed.

Lastly, get to bed. 
Try and go to bed and wake up the 

same time every day. If you have a 
late night, still wake up around 
the same time and then plan for a 
30-minute nap in the afternoon. Es-
sentially, you should be so habitual 
about your sleep that you don’t need 
an alarm clock to wake up.

KAREN NIXON-CARROLL
INTERROBANG

JENNIFER WILL
THE OMEGA

CREDIT: “ISS044E011632” BY NASA JOHNSON ON FLICKR (CC BY-NC 2.0)
Astronaut Scott Kelly grew in height after returning from a 340-day stay on the International Space Station.

CREDIT: NETFLIX
What should have been a show full of nostalgia turned out to feel more like a bad 
Disney Channel show.
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Aries (March 21 - April 19)
A grand gesture costs you noth-

ing and brings a valuable return. 
Treat others as your equals, even if 
you still feel superior. Appearances 
are just as important as the inner 
workings.

Taurus (April 20 - May 20)
Your concern with how some-

thing looks may frustrate those who 
are more interested in substance. 
Consider dressing in muted colours 
for the next few days. In your ea-
gerness for the good life, you don’t 
want to seem shallow.

Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
Bounce your ideas off the recep-

tive energy fields of like-minded 
individuals. Think tanks, incubators 
and jam sessions all benefit from 
your presence. A timely delivery 
makes everyone sit up and take no-
tice.

Cancer (June 21 - July 22)
Try to have fun, even if you seem 

to be at the bottom of the pile or the 
end of the list. Don’t take a bad at-
titude personally — you’re not the 

only one with troubles. It’s time to 
relearn an old lesson with a new 
twist.

Leo (July 23 - August 22)
Forget the formalities. You make 

greater advances and score more 
points by being yourself. Draw oth-
ers out of their shells if you would 
hold them in the palm of your hand.

Virgo (August 23 - Sept. 22)
In this time of give and take, 

Virgo should be taking notes. You 
benefit from an associate’s failure 
if you can stand aside long enough 
to watch the process play out. De-
termine the absolute value before 
bidding.

 Libra (Sept. 23 - Oct. 22)
The new week starts on a posi-

tive note. Everyone respects your 
gentle, upbeat approach. The best 
leaders inspire rather than dictate. 
Your time has come at last.

Scorpio (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)
Your project requires fresh faces 

and new blood. Some people may 
not be ready for a shakeup, but you 
can only hold their hands for so 

long. A harmless accident serves 
as a demonstration for the coming 
changes.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)
Your connections bring a prize 

long before anyone else knows that 
there are prizes to be had. Your first 
answer is in many ways your best. 
Sagittareans suddenly look a lot 
better to those who once dismissed 
them.

Capricorn (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)
A good opportunity is hard to 

find. Don’t be afraid of a challenge 
if meeting it will put you closer to 
where you want to be. Even if it’s 
something of a cliche, a classic ex-
ample still has value.

Aquarius (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)
Thanks to Sagittarius’s influence, 

you’re eager to see what’s written 
on the next page or what lies be-
yond the next hill. Aquarius is ready 
to assume the best. The results are 
likely to meet your expectations.

Pisces (Feb. 18 - March 20)
Change your schedule if there’s 

still time. The Moon has robbed 
you of your appetite for adventure. 
Should you have to perform, you’ll 
probably do well, but it will be un-
der protest.

Sudoku Puzzle

Word Search: Indie Games

Cryptogram

Puzzle rating: Medium
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 grid 
contains the digits 1 through 9. That means no number is repeated in any 
column, row or box. Solution on page 27

Bastion
Broforce

CrossCode
Don’t Starve

Fez

Firewatch
Fran Bow

Gone Home
Journey
Nidhogg

No Man’s Sky
Shovel Knight
Slime Rancher
The Witness
Turbo Pug

Across
1. Kind of infection
6. Some Blu-ray players
10. Close
14. Biblical spy
15. German possessive pronoun
16. Lake ___ (Blue Nile source)
17. Poppycock
19. Divests
20. Try again
21. Online news aggregation initials
22. Leave ___ that
23. Native New Zealander
25. Japanese cartoon art
26. Just ___ (very little)
30. Hit the jackpot
32. Etiologist’s study
35. Beats by Dre items
39. Speedy Gonzales shout

40. ___ Pieces
41. Dustin of “Rain Man”
43. Being tracked, in a way
44. Dine at a restaurant
46. Silent approvals
47. “Can’t be done!”
50. “___ needed”
53. Big tech review site
54. Bolted down
55. Rodent that burrows near 
streams
60. Marks of adolescence
61. Dolt
63. PO box, e.g.
64. “Casablanca” escape route city
65. Prefix meaning “heavens”
66. Indication of deflation
67. Band with the 1987 6x platinum 
album “Kick”

68. Some athletic shoes
Down
1. Arthroscopy reminder
2. “Roll the ___”
3. Xanadu’s river
4. Retired Brazilian soccer sensation
5. Letter-shaped girder
6. Marshy place, perhaps
7. Spanish pastry
8. Inverse trig function
9. Calls, in poker
10. Skinny one
11. Port-au-Prince’s home
12. Let flow
13. Sample
18. Mrs., abroad
24. Have to fork over
25. ABC, for “Modern Family” or 
“Scandal”
26. Wife of Esau
27. Natural history museum exhibit, 
informally
28. Home row sequence
29. Tower of London guards
31. Place for a hoedown
33. Revlon brand
34. . Pew, for one
36. “If you prick ___ we not bleed?”
37. Like a dull party
38. Moldova and Belarus, once
42. Sign at an intersection
43. Taxonomic suffix
45. Fee on some out-of-state pur-
chases
47. March Madness, with “the”
48. Obsolescent way to store music
49. Proceeds indirectly
51. “That’s ___-brainer”
52. When a cock crows
54. Mine, in Marseille
56. Kind of street
57. Widen, as a gun barrel
58. Collector’s suffix
59. Commotions
62. Weigh station wts.
Solution on page 27

“_______ ___ ____ _____ 
“RYANKBY TCM YFBY MCKFW

__________ ______ _________?”

ATNZUNDWYZ RYACUY ATNZVHNZW?”
Clue: T = H

Question: Why do most gamers believe in evolution?

Solution on page 27

Notes:

Crossword Puzzle: Food Feast

2 7 1

8 4

7 9 2 6 3

7 6 3

4 3 1 9

3 8 2

1 9 7 8 5

5 8

8 5 1

D T D O N T S T A R V E R C G
G H Z O Y F B U D F H E G R L
H G F O D Y J I R O H R G O L
J I T J U H D A T C F X O S I
L N Z T H G N Q N I X B H S E
M K P F H B C A R V M G D C C
B L C U O E R E E W M L I O R
A E V W S E W M C L N U N D O
S V S A M A O I U L P E X E F
T O G I T H X K T G K F P P O
I H L C E Y K S S N A M O N R

O S H N X L U M I A E S B Z B
N S O T U R B O P U G S E X C
W G Q N Y E N R U O J F S S E
O G X J R W M S P N Q G N O E
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Knights steal top spot from the Otters
Over the past two games, the 

Knights have defeated the Otters on 
both occasions, outscoring them 10 
goals to two.

On March 3, the London Knights 
hosted their rivaled team to the 
south, the Erie Otters. Having de-
feated Erie in their last encounter 
4–1, the Knights were determined to 
reignite the team spark that enabled 
them to triumph over the Otters. 

As the Otters were above the 
Knights, it seemed as though the 
highly anticipated showdown 
would be a game fought right down 
to the last face off. However, the 6–1 
defeat by the Knights proved other-
wise, as the London team not only 
widely outplayed the Otters, but 
also outscored them in three con-
secutive periods. The game would 
be key in helping the Knights move 
two spots up in the standings to first 
place and move the Otters to third. 

Although the Knights outscored 
the Otters by a large margin, the fi-
nal score did not necessarily reflect 
the way in which the game unfold-
ed. When boiled down, both teams 
proved to be right on par with each 
other. The Knights only put up two 
more shots on goal than the Otters, 
while on the defensive side the Ot-
ters were able to fight off five out 
of six power plays. Although the 
Knights were able to create more 
opportune chances in the long run, 
unparalleled goaltending proved 
to be the key factor in Thursday 
night’s contest. 

It was the effort of Knight’s start-
ing goaltender and first star of the 
game, Tyler Parsons, who played a 
fundamental role in the Otters de-
feat. Parsons was able to shut the 
door on 24 out the 25 shots against, 
putting on a defensive spectacle 
that allowed Knight’s offence to 
shift into gear. 

The first goal of the game came 
about halfway though the first pe-

riod of play, courtesy of Knights’ 
Matthew Tkachuk, assisted by 
Knight’s captain Christian Dvor-
ak and assistant captain Mitchell 
Marner. 

The second Knights’ goal was 
scored with 53 seconds remaining 
in the period. After the Otters re-
ceived a roughing penalty, Knight’s 
assistant captain Aaron Berisha net-
ted his 36th goal of the season on 
the ensuing power play. 

Assisting the goal was Dvorak 
and Marner, who already had two 

points on the night after just one pe-
riod of play. 

In the second period, Marner 
showed off his skills on a short-
handed two-on-zero breakaway op-
portunity. Marner, who was recent-
ly named OHL Player of the Month 
for February, led the uncontested 
break with Dvorak trailing right be-
hind him. 

In a dazzling exhibition, Marner 
was able to flip the puck to his back-
hand, fooling the goalie into think-
ing he was about to shoot. With 

Otter’s goaltender Devin Williams 
drawn in, Marner craftily dropped 
the puck between his legs, freeing 
up Dvorak to slide his 47th goal of 
the season right into the open net. 

Heading into the third period 
with a 4–0 lead, the Knights were 
still hungry for more. Adding to 
the deficit was Knights’ Max Jones 
with his 23rd goal on the season, 
and JJ Piccinich with an unassist-
ed goal of his own, increasing the 
score to 6–0. Although the Otters 
managed to slip one by the Knights 

on a five on three power play, it is 
clear that the Knights rose to the 
occasion. 

The victory over the Otters 
served as a stepping-stone for the 
Knights moving forward, with OHL 
playoffs on the rise and only a few 
games left in the season. Although 
the Otters swept the Knights in four 
straight games in the 2015 playoffs, 
it appears as though the Knights 
have regrouped, and are determined 
to continue their winning streak 
over their American rivals. 

2016 Mazda MX-5, much better in the winter
When I first drove the 2016 Maz-

da MX-5, the fourth generation 
model of this iconic Japanese sports 
car, back in the summer of 2015, I 
didn’t get along with it.

I didn’t enjoy its speed and 
thought that its handling was me-
diocre. 

I guess what I needed to fully 
appreciate the new MX-5 was a 
change of climate.

Queue a cold week in February 
with lots of snow in the forecast and 
a 2016 Mazda MX-5 wearing Pire-
lli SottoZero tires; would this be the 
recipe for fun or a disaster?

It took me about 60 seconds to 
realize that I was in for a good time. 
Not only did the new MX-5 handle 
well with its winter shoes on, but 
the cold air seemed to have given it 
some extra grunt as well. 

It might only have a 2.0 litre, 
four-cylinder motor, with SKYAC-
TIV technology, that produces 155 
horsepower and 148 pounds per 
foot of torque, but the cold dense air 
of winter sure suited it well; I quite 
enjoyed the power this time around.

In addition to the power, I was 
shocked by its handling. Icy roads 
should have been a recipe for an im-
pending crash when driving a light, 
rear-wheel drive sports car, but no 
matter the road conditions, the lit-

tle Mazda just trekked through it.
Furthermore, when there was 

quite a bit of snow on the ground, 
it was the most enjoyable drift ma-
chine I had ever come across. Its 
chassis is wonderfully communi-
cative, and due to its low center of 
gravity and light mass, it was easy 
to swing its tail out at every oppor-
tunity. I probably spent most of the 

week driving sideways, which is 
probably the reason why my aver-
age fuel economy figure was 7.6 
litres per 100 kilometres in my win-
ter test, compared to 7.1 litres per 
100 kilometres in my summer test.

So, if you’re looking for a fun car 
to drive all year long, the MX-5 is 
hard to beat, and given that prices 
start at just $31,900, it’s a good val-

ue too.
Potential buyers would be inter-

ested to know that the new MX-5 
is quite comfortable on long drives; 
although the engine does buzz at 
high RPM on the highway, which 
might be a bit tiring for some. 

It can also be well equipped; my 
tester had a wonderful infotainment 
system with navigation. My only 

complaint is I wish my GS trim 
tester had heated seats, but that is 
available on the GS Sport Package 
and the GT trim.

As for the looks, you’ll either 
love them or hate them. I wasn’t a 
fan of it at first, but it has grown on 
me.

So there you have it, the 2016 
Mazda MX-5.

ROEE DUNKELMAN 
INTERROBANG

NAUMAN FAROOQ 
MOTORING

CREDIT: NAUMAN FAROOQ 
The Mazda MX-5 is best enjoyed when you cannot put its roof down due to the cold and when the roads are covered in fluffy snow.

CREDIT: CLAUS ANDERSON/ GETTY IMAGES
Tyler Parsons has been a key player for the Knights this season; in his game against the Otters he shut the door and allowed for the offence to do their job with only one goal 
against. 
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Premier League highlights: Week 29

McClaren out of time 
With the club sitting in 19th 

place, second to the bottom of the 
Premier League table, Newcastle 
United look to be preparing to part 
ways with their manager Steve Mc-
Claren. The former Derby County 
and Middlesbrough manager has 
spent significant time away from 
the game’s highest level, and the 
Newcastle job was to be his return 
to the top of the English game. In-
stead, he has won just seven of his 
30 matches in charge and has the 
club firmly locked in a relegation 
battle. Bigger names such as David 
Moyes and Rafael Benitez are be-
ing touted to replace him, both of 
which would be vast improvements 
over the current coach. If McClaren 
is sacked, it is unlikely that he will 
manage a top-flight English club 
again, and will remain best known 
for his failed tenure in charge of the 
national team.

Crystal Palace still failing to 
shine

Things were looking pretty good 
for Crystal Palace eight games into 
the season. They were sitting in 
fourth place, having won five of 
their opening games and scoring 11 
goals, a huge improvement on their 
usual early season form. However, 
since then fortunes at Selhurst Park 
have taken a turn for the worse, 
with the club only winning four 
more games, the last coming in De-
cember. This statistic surprisingly 
leaves Palace as the only team in 
the entire English football pyramid 
without a victory in the calendar 
year. Their collapse against 10-man 
Liverpool last round encapsulated 

everything wrong with the team 
this year, having been a goal up 
and in control before gifting their 
opponents an equalizer and conced-
ing a last minute penalty to lose all 
the points. While there has been no 
word from the board, fans are grow-
ing increasingly impatient with 
manager Alan Pardew and the poor 
run of form he’s led his men on.

Leicester wins North London 
derby

It takes remarkable fortune to 
win a football match that you ha-
ven’t even played in, but Leicester 
City managed to do just that when 
Arsenal and Tottenham Hotspur 
played out a 2–2 draw last match-
day. While it was the best result 
possible for the league leaders, it 
was a significant blow to the title 
challenges of both London clubs. A 
win for Arsenal would have drawn 

them level with Spurs, and a win 
for Tottenham would have allowed 
them to leap above Leicester and 
top the Premier League for the first 
time in more than 30 years. Arsenal 
looked to have surrendered their 
lead, and the points, having Francis 
Coquelin dismissed before conced-
ing two quick fire goals. Fortunate-
ly for the Gunners, Alexis Sanchez 
was on hand to break Spurs’ hearts 
and split the points between them in 
the showpiece match of the season.

Fox watch: Week 29
As I stated above, Leicester could 

have ended the weekend in second 
place in the table, but thanks to a 
wonder goal from Riyad Mahrez, 
they won 1–0 at Watford and now 
lead the table by five points with 
nine matches left. They may just 
do it.

Cryptogram Solution: Because how else would Charmander 
become Charizard?

ANDREW VIDLER
PREMIER LEAGUE 
PONDERINGS 

Fanshawe women’s basketball win OCAA bronze medal
Fanshawe’s women’s basketball 

team defeated the Algonquin Thun-
der to capture the bronze medal in 
the Ontario Collegiate Athletic As-
sociation (OCAA) Women’s bas-
ketball Provincial Championships. 

“It was rewarding getting that 
win, getting that medal and it 
showed in the girls’ reactions after 
the game, that told the whole sto-
ry for me,” said Bill Carriere, head 
coach of the basketball team. 

The team finished the cham-
pionships with a record of 2 – 1, 
with their only loss coming at the 
hands of the second placed Canadi-
an Collegiate Athletic Association 
(CCAA), the Humber Hawks in the 
semi-finals. The Hawks went on to 
win the gold medal. 

“[The girls] showed the nerves 
in the semi finals against Humber, 
they were having a hard time with 
turnovers,” Carriere said. “But they 
were dedicated enough to turn it 
around and give it their best effort 
[in the finals].”

Mikhaila Wright was named the 
Falcons Player of the Game with 14 
points, three assists and three steals 
in the bronze medal game. And Fal-
cons’ Anique Daley was named a 
Championship All-Star.

According to Carriere, the team 
will be taking the importance of 
conditioning and experience into 
next season to hopefully allow them 
to go even further in the OCAA. 

“It was obvious that we were 

the team in better condition [in the 
bronze medal game], so it shows 
the importance of hard work, we 
are going to take that into next sea-
son and also just the experience 
that we were able to get from this 
tournament.”

The last time Fanshawe’s wom-

en’s basketball team won an OCAA 
medal was back in 2013, when they 
took home the silver against the 
Thunder. 

“We haven’t been in the medal 
rounds in the past few years; it was 
the first time in the medal rounds 
with these girls and they showed 

the nerves in the semi finals… but 
it showed in the bronze medal game 
that that experience [from the loss] 
helped us.”

And for all of the support the 
team has received this past season, 
Carriere would like to thank you. 

“I am always thankful for the 

support we get from the athletic 
staff at Fanshawe, I am also very 
thankful for the effort we got from 
our players this year and finishing 
off a season of 17 – 5 is extremely 
impressive and something that our 
girls should be proud of.”

CREDIT: DANIEL BEREHULAK / GETTY IMAGES NEWS / THINKSTOCK
Returning to the Premier League after a long absense, it seems as though Steve 
McClaren might already be losing his touch after his exciting spell at Derby County.

CREDIT: RYAN MCCULLOUGH/ NIAGARA COLLEGE
Fanshawe women’s basketball team celebrates after winning the bronze medal game against Algonquin Thunder in the OCAA Provincial Championships. 

JESSICA THOMPSON 
INTERROBANG
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