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Dreams vs reality
International student’s journey to Fanshawe College

Moving to a foreign country to 
study has become a trend thanks to 
increasing globalization. With hopes 
of experiencing something new and 
amazing, many international stu-
dents from more than 60 countries 
move to Canada every year.

International students spend al-
most three times more than domes-
tic students for the college fees. 
They come with all the enthusiasm 
they could muster with strong de-
termination to change their lives. 
Perhaps they see luxury when they 
envision their life in Canada.

However, there are many reality 
checks that catch these students off-
guard, and some of them to such an 
extent that they completely loose 
sight as to why they came in the 
first place.

The students in this article 
wish to remain anonymous. 

“I didn’t think. I had to get a job. 
I was so blind that I went for an in-
terview and missed my mid-term. 
I failed that course last semester. I 
think I have wasted enough money 
here. I should go back home,” said 
a student at Fanshawe from India.

“I came here to make money. I 
am enrolled in a program so that 
I can stay here and make money. 
Why would I not go to work for 
college,” said a student at Fanshawe 
College from Nigeria.

“I had no option but to take up 
the cash job. I can’t find a job on 
campus. And the life style in Can-
ada is too expensive” said another 
student at Fanshawe from India.

“I thought it would be so much 
fun to live alone in a different coun-
try. I would be able to be indepen-
dent. I can do whatever I want. But 
when I got here, I felt so lost. Peo-
ple can’t understand what I say be-
cause my accent is different. I don’t 
score well because I can’t express 
myself well in my assignments. I 
am barely passing, but I mostly feel 
discouraged,” said a student at Fan-
shawe from China.

International students often end 
up working at convenience stores 
or fast-food chains for less pay than 
minimum wage. These employers 
give long hours to these students 
as a chance to make more money. 
However, their priority often shifts 
from their studies to their part-time 
jobs.

“Sometimes students lose their 
far sightedness. They forget the fact 
that working hard at school will 
lead them to pass with better grades, 
which will land them a better and 
respectable job after graduation. 
And this job will be valuable. Since, 
it will not only make them money, 
it will help them build career,” said 
Cynthia Konnerth, international stu-

dent life coordinator at Fanshawe.
Fanshawe International Centre 

has been striving hard for many 
years to make the transition for in-
ternational students as seamless as 
possible.

International students can apply 
for International Students Work 
Experience Program (ISWEP) in 
order to qualify for a job on campus 
for Fanshawe. All international stu-
dents that are studying full-time at 
Fanshawe and have paid their fees 
to the registrar are qualified to ap-
ply for this program. And it would 
make it easy for them to find a job 
on campus instead of working ille-
gally off-campus.

Fanshawe International Centre 
has three student life coordinators 
appointed to help students have a 
smooth transition to life in Canada. 
That life encompasses their aca-
demics, personal, social, emotion-
al, financial and spiritual needs.

“Everybody needs a cheerleader 
in life and we are here to be that 
for the students. Every situation is 
solvable if the students would just 
be honest and come to talk before 
it becomes a problem. The students 
forget that talking to friends is go-
ing to do little good since they are 
all probably sailing in the same 
boat,” Konnerth said.

The Fanshawe International Cen-
tre launches events and seminars 
in order to proactively reach out to 
these students. They always invite 
students to visit the office and speak 
to anyone for any help.

“The problem that I observe with 
international students is that they 
do not follow up well enough. Even 
if they do come to visit, or attend a 
seminar, they would not do the next 
steps. Perhaps they might be shying 
away from asking for help repeat-
edly. However, we always try to or-
ganize events in order to encourage 
them to stay connected with us,” 
Konnerth said.

International students have to 
abide by a different set of rules as 
per the immigration commission. 
The students are allowed to work 
only a certain number of hours when 
studying and there are no significant 
scholarships for them as well.

However, in order to inspire in-
ternational students to maintain a 
good academic standing, the stu-
dents that maintain a 4.0 GPA are 
invited to the President’s Honour 
Role Dinner, conducted in Novem-
ber. These students get a chance to 
meet the president and get awarded 
for their outstanding academic per-
formance. This event is exclusively 
for the international students.

With a goal to be able to attend 
this prestigious event and gain ad-
miration and respect, international 
students can secure a respectable 
place for themselves in the country.

HENCY THACKER 
INTERROBANG

FSU’s presidential race begins
With five students running for the 

position of Fanshawe Student Union 
(FSU) president, it looks like it’s go-
ing to be an interesting election.

In a typical year, the FSU expects 
a small number of potential candi-
dates, with usually only two candi-
dates running for the top spot. The 
fact that there are so many this year 
was a shock to most.

The five students running for 
president are Maria Nikides, Carlie 
Forsythe, Jordan Borneman, Abdi 
Yousuf and Heather Bailey.

The two students running for VP 
entertainment are Cameron Pocock 
and Morganna Sampson.

The other four candidates are 
running unopposed. Kevin Kaisar 
is running for VP internal, Jah-
moyia Smith for VP finance, Bryan 
Levesque for VP external and Lau-
ren Livingston for VP athletics & 
residence life.

Four current FSU electives are 
running for a different position this 
year. 

Speeches from all candidates and 
a presidential Q&A forum were 
held on March 2 to give students 
an opportunity to hear from the 
candidates, to ask the presidential 
candidates questions about their 
platforms and what they plan to do 
should they be elected president.

Unfortunately, even the allure of 
free pizza was not enough to bring 
out a large crowd to the event, but 
the good news is that the entire 
forum was live streamed through 
Periscope and the entire event will 
be available online on the FSU 
Facebook page so students who 
missed the event can make their 
own impressions of the candidates. 

The Q&A featured all five pres-
idential candidates. It began with 
opening speeches from each one 
followed by questions supplied by 
host Jason Kerr as well as one from 
an audience member. 

The questions featured important 
topics such as the Ontario budget 
changes around free tuition, park-
ing services, how to increase atten-
dance and safety at events and how 
to improve satellite campuses, food 
services and residence experiences. 

A common theme amongst all 
candidates was to communicate in 
a better manner with the student 
population.

Bailey did not have a traditional 
journey to Fanshawe and credits the 
fact that she has not been involved 
with clubs on campus as one of the 
things that will make her a good 
FSU president, while using knowl-
edge and empowerment as the 
foundation for her campaign.

“I’m not running for FSU pres-
ident because I think it’s easy. In 
fact, rarely do I get nervous and I 
am shaking right now. But that’s be-
cause I care and I really, really think 
this is important,” Bailey said.

Yousuf said that his experiences 
as someone who comes from a large 
family as well as the fact that he at-
tends a satellite campus gives him 
a good perspective about student 
issues. He said his program teaches 
troubleshooting and problem solv-
ing, two things that he would bring 
to his presidency. 

“In my program we look at the 
problem, look at the functions and 
where the problem arises, then we 
assess the proper steps to fix or re-
solve this problem. These problem 
solving skills that I have learned 
have been applied to my position on 
the Student Administrative Council 
(SAC) for the School of Transporta-
tion Technology and Aviation Tech-
nology,” Yousuf said.

The following three candidates 
are all current FSU executives and 
all cited their previous experiences 
working in the FSU as why they 
would make a great president. 

Forsythe said she has attended 
Fanshawe for many years and has 
three different diplomas under her 
belt already, and that she has or-
ganized successful events for the 
FSU including the launch of En-
riched Academy with former Drag-
on Bruce Croxon from Dragons’ 
Den. She added that her platform 
is based on four pillars: advocacy, 
culture and diversity, transparency 
and communication.

“I feel that I’ve been able to make 
a significant contribution to student 
life,” she said. “I believe in account-
ability as an organization and will 
continue to push for sustainable ini-
tiatives and financial accountability 

of all FSU operations.”
Nikides said she’s been known 

as “the girl with the smile who goes 
the extra mile” and even wrote an 
acrostic poem-style campaign mot-
to to accompany it. “S” for smart, 
“M” for management, “I” for in-
spires, “L” for leading, “E” for edge 
and “S” for services. 

“Smart management inspires 
leading edge services,” she said. 
“As your president I will make your 
voice heard, providing the services 
you didn’t even know you had. The 
services are valuable but only if you 
know you have them.”

Borneman said he’s the best can-
didate for the position because he 
has a lot of experience in such po-
sitions and said that he will be the 
leader that the FSU needs to get 
through the next year, something 
that he was vague about.

“The FSU is in the midst of a 
huge change and they really need 
a strong leader to bring us through 
that,” Borneman said. “I’m com-
mitted to spending my time here at 
Fanshawe, spending my time with 
all of you students and spending my 
time in the hallways learning from 
each and every one of you.”

Jason Kerr, chief returning officer 
at Fanshawe and host of the speech-
es and Q&A panel, is a former FSU 
president from 1999-2000 and said 
student apathy is a problem, but 
hopes the high number of presiden-
tial candidates means more students 
will get involved, adding that five 
contenders is unprecedented. 

“I don’t think people realize how 
involved in the college that the stu-
dent union is… or how much they 
represent student interests,” Kerr 
said. 

Current FSU president Alan 
Bushell had some advice for all 
candidates running in this election.

“Go all in. They need to be fully 
dedicated to running for this po-
sition, especially with a five per-
son race,” Bushell said. “Whoever 
works the hardest, whoever shows 
the most passion and whoever has 
the best platform is going to be the 
victor.” 

Campaigning will run from 
March 2 to 10, with voting taking 
place from March 7 until March 10 
at 2 p.m. 

CREDIT: KERRA SEAY
In an unprecedented turn of events there are five candidates running for Fanshawe Student Union president. The five spoke at a 
Q&A on March 2 to discuss student issues. 

KERRA SEAY 
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: KERRA SEAY
Moving to a foreign country can be hard, but Fanshawe’s International Centre tries to 
make the transition as seamless as possible. 
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Ontario government to give free 
tuition to low income students

As part of the new budget the 
Ontario government will be giving 
students from low income families 
free tuition in an effort to make 
post-secondary education more ac-
cessible. 

The changes will be implemented 
in the 2017-18 school year.

The funding for these grants will 
come from grants that already ex-
ist including the Ontario Tuition 
Grant, Ontario Student Opportunity 
Grant, Ontario Access Grants and 
more. The National Post reported 
that the Ontario government spends 
around $1.3 billion a year awarding 
grants to post-secondary students. 

Students can access these grants 
when they apply for the Ontar-
io Student Assistance Program 
(OSAP). 

According to a Government of 
Ontario press release this program 
will target those with the greatest 
financial need, or students whose 
family has a combined income of 
less than $50,000, will receive this 
aid. 

Students who qualify for these 
grants will graduate with no provin-
cial student debt. Additionally stu-
dents whose families have a com-
bined income of less than $83,000 
will see an increase in the amount 
of grant money they receive. 

The press release emphasized 
that no students will be penalized 
due to these changes, and that their 
situations will either improve or 
stay the same. 

Some other changes included in-
creasing the access to interest-free 
or low-cost loans for middle and 
upper income families, expanding 
support for mature and married stu-
dents and raising the weekly assis-
tance maximum levels. Eligibility 
will also no longer be tied to age or 
the number of years a student has 
been out of high school.

The press release said that seven 
out of 10 new jobs in Canada will 
require a post-secondary education. 
It added that Ontarians with higher 
levels of education and skills have 
better employment prospects, earn 
higher wages and have improved 
health and longevity. 

“By supporting students from 

low and middle-income families as 
they pursue a university degree or 
college diploma, our government is 
helping to build the highly skilled 
workforce that will generate eco-
nomic growth, improve social mo-
bility and create long-term, sustain-
able prosperity for our province,” 
said Premier of Ontario Kathleen 
Wynne in a press release.

Reza Moridi, the minister of 
training, Colleges and Universities, 
said this is a “tremendous day” for 
students and their families. 

“All students should be able to 
afford to go to college or university 
in Ontario,” he said. “This transfor-
mative grant will be more generous 
and more straightforward, break-
ing down barriers that might be 
preventing Ontarians from getting 
a postsecondary education while 
continuing to help students who are 
currently benefiting from important 
grant support.”

Ontario has been known for hav-
ing the most expensive post-sec-
ondary education costs in the coun-
try, but hopefully the new changes 
will make education more accessi-
ble for all students.

Zika virus: A spring 
break souvenir

For many college students, go-
ing away to a tropical island over 
reading week is an exciting way to 
relax and get away from stresses 
back home. However, this luxury 
trip may have new consequences 
depending on where you may have 
decided to visit. There are a few 
things to be aware of in the next few 
weeks after your trip.

The Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) has said, 
“The Zika virus is spread to people 
primarily through the bite of an in-
fected Aedes species mosquito.” 

The CDC also noted that after 
being exposed to the virus, “People 
usually don’t get sick enough to go 
to the hospital, and they very rarely 
die of Zika. For this reason, many 
people might not realize they have 
been infected.”

Currently the virus has been 
found prevalent in over 30 coun-
tries. Some of those countries are 
common vacation spots students 
tend to travel to during reading 
week, such as Costa Rica, Domini-
can Republic, Jamaica, Mexico and 
many more. 

So what does this mean for you? 
The Zika virus has mainly been 
found to cause microcephaly in 
newborn babies. This means that 
the child’s body has formed prop-
erly, but their head did not fully de-
velop, making it much smaller than 
normal. 

Side effects from this birth defect 
are things such as seizures, devel-
opmental delay, feeding problems, 
hearing loss and vision problems.

For most college students, hav-
ing a child is not currently high on 
their priority list, so passing this on 
to a child is not a concern for most. 
However, New York Times noted 
that, “El Salvador urged women to 
avoid getting pregnant until 2018 to 
avoid babies suffering birth defects 
linked to the Zika virus.” 

That means that for the next two 
years after potentially being ex-
posed to the virus, the country is 

suggesting that women do not even 
try to conceive as they may be at a 
higher risk of having a child with 
birth defects. Since there is little 
research about how long the vi-
rus is transmittable to a fetus and 
there is currently no vaccine, it is 
suggested that women living in or 
travelling to some of the various 
areas hold off on trying to conceive 
for a while.

It is important to keep in mind 
that the virus is not only transmitted 
through mosquitos or from a moth-
er to a child. A person can spread it 
to another person through any form 
of sexual intercourse. Currently it 
is unknown how long the virus is 
active in the body and potentially 
able to be transmitted to another 
person, so the best way to prevent 
transmission during sexual activity 
is to wear a condom.

The most effective way to avoid 
contracting this virus is to stay 
away from the countries in which 
the virus is currently active. 

If you decide to travel anyway, 
while there you should do what you 
can to avoid getting bit by a mos-
quito. 

If you have already returned from 
a trip, it is important to be aware of 
the signs and symptoms that may 
arise. 

The CDC stated, “About one in 
five people infected with Zika vi-
rus become ill. The most common 
symptoms of Zika are fever, rash, 
joint pain and red eyes.” 

In addition to this, a person may 
experience muscle pain and head-
aches. Any symptoms will likely 
be present within about a week of 
exposure to the virus. If you are ex-
periencing any of these symptoms 
after a trip or have been exposed to 
someone who may have contracted 
the virus, speak to your health care 
provider. 

In the meantime, the CDC sug-
gested treating the symptoms by 
getting plenty of rest and drinking 
lots of fluids. This virus is relatively 
new and not much is known about 
it, so the more you can do to prevent 
contracting it, the better.

KORI FREDERICK
INTERROBANG

KERRA SEAY 
INTERROBANG

KERRA SEAY 
INTERROBANG

Safe Zone for internet transactions
With websites like Kijiji making 

it easier than ever to find the sec-
ondhand items you’re looking for 
in your area at a discounted price, 
it’s also the perfect opportunity for 
danger.

The London Police Service 
(LPS) is offering a new option to 
Londoners in order to make trans-
actions with someone met from the 
Internet as safe as possible.

The LPS recommends that Lon-
doners utilize the parking lot at the 
police station as a Safe Zone, or a 
neutral and safe meeting ground. 
The parking lot is monitored 24/7, 
making it an ideal place to make a 

legal transaction in the event that 
something goes wrong, though it 
seems unlikely that someone will 
rob you when they are being re-
corded by the police.

The LPS emphasizes that Lon-
doners do not have to call ahead to 
announce their intended use of the 
parking lot. The press release added 
that the police will not arbitrate any 
transactions or disputes unless they 
are needed to keep the peace.

Those who agree to meet a 
stranger for a transaction risk be-
ing mugged or other forms of harm. 
The LPS provided a list of some 
other safety tips when meeting 
someone from online, though many 
of these tips can be applied in other 
situations as well:

• Always insist to meet in a public 
place

• Meet during the daytime
• If you utilize the LPS parking 

lot, make sure to do so during 
business hours

• Do not invite strangers into your 
home or go into theirs

• Communicate via email so there 
is a record of all interactions

• Never go alone
• Be cautious when selling high-

value items
• Always tell someone when and 

where you’re going
• Do not carry large sums of cash 

on you
The address for the LPS is 601 

Dundas St.

CREDIT: JESSICA THOMPSON 
The London Police Service suggests Londoners use the police station parking lot as a “safe zone” for online transactions.



Hey Falcons!
My name is Carlie Forsythe and I am run-

ning to be your Fanshawe Student Union 
President for the 2016-2017 academic 
year. I am currently in my final year of the 
Bachelor of Commerce Human Resources 
Management program and the Project 
Management post-graduate program. 

I am a proud Fanshawe alumni, and 
over the past six years here, I have gotten 

to know many of the students and staff who 
make this community what it is. As a mature 
student, I’ve learned that getting involved 
is the best way to enhance the college expe-
rience. Becoming part of the Fanshawe Stu-
dent Union as the current VP Finance has 
been one of the best decisions I’ve made, 
and I’ve been able to make a significant 
contribution to student life.

I am running for President because I 
firmly believe that the Fanshawe Student 
Union is capable of providing improved ser-
vices and student engagement, as well as 
continued community involvement within 
Fanshawe College and the City of London. I 
also firmly believe in the sustainability and 
financial accountability of our operations, 

including the new Wellness Centre. My 
platform is based upon student advocacy, 
embracing culture and diversity, communi-
cation, and transparency, including:
• Student-focused leadership and student 
engagement
• International and diverse student affairs
• Support for varsity athletes
• Team and organizational motivation, 
benchmarking, and best practices

Please feel free to say hi or ask questions 
if you see me around campus!

Make sure you vote Carlie Forsythe for 
President on FanshaweOnline from March 
7th to March 10th. 

CARLIE
FORSYTHE

President VP Entertainment

Communication is the key to any great 
relationship. It’s through communication 
that we affect real change. As a Business 
Marketing Student at Fanshawe with my 
eyes set on making waves in the Public 
Relations field, I’ve made it my personal 
goal to bring life and vibrancy to events 
and see to it that you have more awareness 
of campus activities. My largest goal is to 
create more community at Fanshawe. Cre-
ating connections and opening up lines of 
communication is my innate expertise and 
a skill that I have utilized for the benefit of 
others time and time again. In 2015, I was 
the Student Administrative Council Rep-

resentative for the Lawrence Kinlin School 
of Business and in 2016 I became the Vice 
President of Internal Affairs where I grew 
passionate about event planning at Fan-
shawe. I ran the Bell Let’s Talk Campaign 
and Yellow Umbrella Project with less than 
a week’s notice and had fantastic turnouts. 
Hundreds of photos were taken for Bell 
Let’s Talk and posted to Fanshawe’s Twitter 
and 405 people wrote kind post it notes 
to raise awareness for mental health at the 
Yellow Umbrella Project. I strongly believe 
in doing what you love and loving what you 
do. My passion runs deep when it comes 
to creating events and connecting with 
people. I intend to build a strong relation-
ship with you so that together, we create an 
entertaining community focused on living 
it up through exciting events and entertain-
ment at Fanshawe. Together we will make 
2016-2017 unforgettable!

MORGANNA
SAMPSON

Hello Fanshawe! My name is Maria Ni-
kides and I am overjoyed to be running for 
President. I am your VP External and Aca-
demic Affairs for 2015-2016 and previous 
SAC representative of Human Services and 
Public Safety. Within these two years I have 
gained a passion for student leadership. 

Being on council has allowed me to have 
hands on experience with our accomplish-
ments and see the areas of improvement 
needed within the board. We the student 
council have not been as accessible and ac-
countable as we could have been. I intend 
to see to it that we have more awareness of 
financial advice as well as better academic 
appeals and even more events that serve 
the whole student body. I will be a gradu-
ating student of the Developmental Service 
Worker Program. It is my ultimate goal to 
help shape people with developmental dis-
abilities to live a full, independent life with-

in their community. I am currently balancing 
school, placement and work. My placement 
as an Educational Assistant at Clarke Road 
Secondary School and at a group home with 
Community Living have made me embrace 
my true calling of really wanting to help 
people in every way possible. These are 
just a glimpse into what I want to do for the 
FSU organization. I plan on making the new 
council able to help you, the students more 
aware of our services, provide appeals assis-
tance, financial aid, and even better diverse 
events. Appoint the best person for the job. 
Vote Maria Nikides for President.

MARIA
NIKIDES 

What’s up Fanshawe! My name is Jor-
dan Borneman, and I am want to become 
your Fanshawe Student Union President for 
the 2016-2017 year.

Over the last 2 years Fanshawe has been 
my home. During that time I have been in-
volved in numerous ways around the cam-
pus, most recently as Vice President of Ath-

letics and Residence Life. It is through these 
experiences that I have grown to become 
the person I am today. As a result of this 
experience and growth, I consider myself to 
be uniquely qualified for this role.  

I am 24 years old, proudly Canadian, 
and have lived in Ontario my whole life. I 
was born and raised in Parry Sound, before 
moving to Sault Ste. Marie where I attend-
ed Sault College. During my time at Sault 
College, I graduated from Hotel and Resort 
Management as well as Business Manage-
ment, before serving 2 terms as the Student 
Union President. I am currently enrolled in 
the Business Administration Marketing 

program, after graduating from Business 
Marketing this summer here at Fanshawe. 

I believe that to truly get the most out 
of your college experience, you must be 
involved. My goals for next year are to focus 
on rebuilding student life on campus by en-
gaging students, and informing students of 
what is available to them during their time 
at Fanshawe. 

Remember Fanshawe it’s YOUR voice. 
YOUR choice. Vote Jordan Borneman for 
FSU President! Voting takes place Monday 
March 7th to Thursday March 10th at 2:00 
pm.   

JORDAN
BORNEMAN

Hi Falcons,
My name is Abdi, I am running to be-

come your President of the Fanshawe 
Student Union. I am currently in my final 
semester of Avionics, and I have become 

the Student Administrative Council of the 
School of Transportation Technology and 
Aviation Technology I know the title really 
does not roll of your tongue. Furthermore, 
what I have learned from my program is 
that my job is to make sure aircraft keep fly-
ing and of course a problem arises, so I find 
the problem, look at how the whole system 
works, and how it effects the system, and 
assess how to fix/resolve the problem. 

This has helped me with daily Issues I 
have found and have pursued to resolve 

for my position of Student administrative 
Council, and I want to apply these same 
principles once I have been elected for the 
President position. Finally, I am asking you 
to talk to me, state your concerns, and tell 
me what you see for change, and what you 
enjoy about Fanshawe, I have enjoyed my 
time here, and want you to enjoy your time 
here as well so make sure you vote some-
one you believe in.                   

Thank you.

ABDI
YOUSUF

Heather Bailey is a third-year, Landscape 
Design student with intentions of complet-
ing the Environmental Design Degree pro-
gram at Fanshawe College. She owns and 
operates Maybles’ Productions which has 
produced a stage comedy each year since 
2009 here in London. Her theatre compa-
ny aims to attract new talent to the vibrant, 
local theatre scene. She lived in India for 
a year from 2005-2006, has worked as a 

construction worker, a horticulturalist and 
a pharmacy technician. She is a mature 
student, a wife, a new auntie, a director, a 
photographer, an actor, a proud PRIDE Fest 
supporter, and a Dr. Who, Star Wars and 
Star Trek fan.

Heather’s future intentions include be-
coming a city/urban/community planner 
with the City of London, helping to build 
and improve existing connections between 
Fanshawe and our community, participate 
in initiatives which will improve our current 
transit system, explore ways in which we as 
the student body can encourage, empower 
and include each other in activities on and 
off campus. Heather is currently working as 
an assistant to City Councillor Michael van 

Holst, to create a Community Improvement 
Plan (CIP) for the Hamilton Road area be-
tween Adelaide and Highbury.

Heather lives with her husband-to-be 
just minutes from Fanshawe College with 
their toy poodle and three cats. She enjoys 
spending her spare time tending to her gar-
den, volunteering at the Arts Project down-
town, participating in community theatre 
and visiting with family and friends.

INCLUSION.   DIVERSITY.   AWARENESS.   
EMPOWERMENT.   COMMUNITY.  It starts 
with YOU!

Heather Bailey – moving Fanshawe and 
London Forward!

HEATHER 
BAILEY

CAMERON 
POCOCK

My name is Cameron Pocock, and I am 
running for VP of Entertainment.

How will you remember your college 
experience in thirty years? Do you want to 
remember 8am lectures and long Tim Hor-
tons lines? Wouldn’t you rather look back 
and remember the incredible things you 
did outside of the classroom?

The memories that will bring a smile to 
your face will be the times you spend with 
new friends and the once in a lifetime mo-

ments that only exist at Fanshawe. As your 
VP of Entertainment, my mission will be 
to create as many memorable moments 
for you as possible. I will bring a winning 
combination of both traditional events 
and new activities to our campus like live 
music, game nights, and more. My strong 
passion for entertaining as a Music Industry 
Arts student, combined with my experience 
booking local shows and events, makes me 
the perfect choice for this position. With 
your ideas and input, together we will build 
an unforgettable college experience worth 
remembering thirty years down the road.

A vote for me is a long-term investment. 
It’s a vote for the memories that will last you 
a lifetime.

Hi Falcons!
I’m Kevin Kaisar and I’m running to be 

your next VP Internal Affairs. You might 
also know me as KevKev, that Indian dude, 
Gavin the VP, or “that guy from the Face-
book group”.

I’m a third year student in the Business 
Administration – Leadership and Manage-
ment program, and am back next year to 
take Special Events Planning because guess 

what, I love this school too much to leave.
As your next VP of Internal Affairs I want 

to enhance your student life. I’ve been a 
part of many student clubs over the years 
and would love to use my experience to 
oversee club activity and improve the sys-
tem. I’m also very involved in social aware-
ness and am looking forward to running 
awareness weeks, events, and fundraisers 
for a good cause.

My job is to make sure you have the 
time of your life while you’re a student 
here. I urge you to make the choice that 
serves you best. Pick me, because I’m the 
candidate who is going to do things differ-
ently.

Vote YES for Kevin! You won’t regret it.

KEVIN
KAISAR

VP Internal

My name is Bryan Levesque, I am a first 
year broadcast journalism student, and I 
am running to be your next VP External and 
Academic Affairs. External affairs is all about 
bringing your voice to the table when it 
comes to education. That’s tuition, financial 

aid, any everything in between. If elected, 
here is what I would do as your represen-
tative: 

Create better outreach between students 
and the FSU to ensure our lobby priorities 
are truly student driven. 

Provide greater opportunities for stu-
dents to be involved with external affairs 
directly through a new external affairs com-
mittee.

Work every day to make your experience 
here at Fanshawe better.

BRYAN 
LEVESQUE

VP External

MEET YOUR 2016 FANSHAWE STUDENT UNION CANDIDATES

‘Some are born great, some achieve 
greatness and some have greatness thrust 
upon em’ (Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night, 
1602). This unique idiom is a constant 
guide to my inevitable achievement of 
greatness. I center my goals and objectives 
in life on this profound piece of literature. 
My name is Jahmoyia Davena Smith, a 

name which has no researched meaning; 
however, I dare to be different and set my-
self apart. “Why are you trying so hard to 
fit in when you were born to stand out?”( 
Ian Wallace). This short quotation has per-
mitted me to use my confidence to ‘con-
quer’ any unfamiliar surroundings which 
my presence has the opportunity to grace 
for a long period of time. Nonetheless, a 
few character traits which I have garner in 
all my years of interacting with people of 
different culture, ethnicity and background 
in an educational environment are; self-
lessness and hospitability. My dream in life 
is to become a criminal lawyer, however I 

have made the expert decision of pursuing 
a career in Early Childhood leadership.

I am a strong believer in fairness and 
opportunity and I pride myself and my 
campaign on the exploitation of opportu-
nities. I believe that possibilities are end-
less and as Vice president of finance I plan 
to manifest that saying. I plan to serve you 
the the student as you hold the title of the 
most valuable resource that this insitution 
currently holds. My platform will emit a 
sense of purpose driven by the burning 
desire to help each and every student at 
Fanshawe attain his/hers highest goal.

VP Finance

JAHMOYIA 
SMITH
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MICHAEL VEENEMA 
RUMOURS OF GRACE 

When politics meets religion

Pulitzer prize winner Dave Barry hit the 
nail on the head when he said, “People who 
want to share their religious views with you, 
almost never want you to share yours with 
them.” Whether you’re at work or hanging out 
with friends, it inevitably turns into an adult 
version of ‘my dad can beat up your dad’.

Catholicism was the dominant religion 
when Canada was settled, so they got their 
own school system based on the time hon-
oured ‘I got here first’ rule. 

The Catholic Church has gotten a lot chum-
mier since those days, but they’re still the only 
religion that gets publicly funded schools. It’s 
no secret that funding an education system 
that incorporates both public and Catholic 
schools is more costly than a consolidated ap-
proach. Experts peg the potential savings at 
a billion dollars, which could be used to im-
prove public schools or lower the unemploy-
ment rate. For that kind of money, Kathleen 
Wynne could even cancel another gas plant.

The purported benefits of a Catholic ed-
ucation are certainly impressive. From phe-
nomenal graduation rates to the percentage of 
graduates who attend post-secondary school, 
there is a statistical advantage to a Catholic 
education. 

The results are problematic given that there 
is a striking lack of evidence to indicate how 
this end result is achieved. ‘Inclusive en-
vironment’ and ‘faith-based education’ get 
bandied about a lot, but there’s little in terms 

of tangible evidence showing why Catholic 
schools excel.

Catholic high schools are stuck in a no-win 
position. Either they embrace the religious 
aspect of their existence and thereby negate 
their right to public funds, or they must accept 
everyone who applies and be a public school 
by definition. In a desperate attempt to retain 
some semblance of authenticity, they’ve tak-
en an awkward middle ground in which they 
try to appeal to people of all faiths. 

The recent budget for Ontario raised ques-
tions about where cuts could be made to stave 
off tax increases. The suggestion to amal-
gamate the two school systems came up in an 
online discussion and generated over 1,300 
comments. Education is intended to give stu-
dents critical thinking abilities, not religious 
beliefs. Therefore, the root of the issue is that 
Ontarians pay for an education system that 
defines itself by a belief system. It took an 
embarrassing public battle for Catholic high 
school students in Alberta to form a gay sup-
port group just last year. It’s bizarre that a 
publicly funded institution has to be dragged 
kicking and screaming into the 21st century.   
If history is any indicator, Canada will con-
tinue to grow in diversity. Cities like Toronto 
and Vancouver are prime examples of what 
the face of Canada will look like in just a few 
generations. 

As ethnic and religious diversity increase, 
there will be an inevitable push against leg-
islated preferential treatment. In the future, 
there has to either be equal support for all 
faith-based education or the government must 
withdraw funding from Catholic schools. In 
the words of Woody Allen “I believe there is 
something out there watching over us. Unfor-
tunately, it’s the government.”

VICTOR DE JONG
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: JESSICA THOMPSON
It has been pegged by experts that the potential savings from cutting funding to Catholic schools is around 
a billion dollars, money which could be used to improve public schools or lower the unemployment rate.

Satan the miracle worker

If you are part of a church community or 
if you belong to a group of students trying 
to put the ways of Jesus into practice, you 
probably know that Easter is just a few weeks 
away. 

On Easter Sunday, Christians around the 
planet will be remembering Christ’s return 
from death. 

This is the greatest of the miracles claimed 
by the church: the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Some don’t believe it happened, they view it 
as something that certain people (about two 
billion and counting) believe in. Nevertheless 
they feel that it is ultimately false. 

Others see it as something that is blindly 
accepted. Now, it is true that some people 
do accept the stories of Christ’s resurrection 
blindly. But the Christian traditions generally 
do not. There is plenty of evidence, so much 
that it takes more (blind) faith to believe that 
he did not rise from death than that he did. 

Neither is Jesus’ rising from the dead some 
sort of one-off event meant to impress people 
into believing in him. It is impressive, but it 
is not an isolated event that God produced to 
begin a new religion. Rather, it is four things 
(at least four). 

First, it is God’s vindication of Jesus as the 
Jewish Messiah who would lead the people of 
God into a new time of restoration. 

Second, the resurrection is God’s vindi-
cation of Jesus’s interpretation of the Jewish 
faith. 

Third, it is a manifestation of the pre-Jesus 
Jewish faith in the resurrection of the com-
munity of the faithful. God would bring this 
about in due course to reveal himself to the 
world as the living God of justice, grace, for-
giveness and healing. 

Fourth, it is a breaking into the world of a 
new thing that is yet to come, but has already 
begun. What has begun is the total healing of 
the creation. There will be a resurrection of 
all persons. The reign of death is on death row 
and will end. Services no longer required. 

The resurrection of Christ is the greatest 
of the miracles presented in the Bible, but it 
is not the only one. There are miracle stories 
throughout the pre-Jesus and post-Jesus parts 
of the Bible. And, as might be expected, the 
stories of Jesus are awash in miracles. 

These miracles are not magic tricks in the 

sense of making the performer look impres-
sive. Instead, like the greatest of miracles, 
they are manifestations of the renewal that 
God is bringing to the human world and to 
the whole creation, hints or prequels of what 
is in store for the world.

But here’s my thing for today. The defini-
tion of miracles that most of us work with is 
that a miracle is a violation of the natural or-
der of things. It is God interrupting the usual 
way the world works, his disrupting the laws 
of nature.

But I don’t think this is the best way to look 
at miracles. Jesus did not interrupt nature 
when he healed those who could not walk, 
those with illnesses and others who were 
blind or mute, or when he himself raised peo-
ple from the dead. He restored nature. 

In this way of looking at it, Jesus’s rising 
from the dead wasn’t a violation of the laws 
of nature, which dictate death for the human 
body. It was, among other things, a resto-
ration of the natural order as it relates to the 
human body. 

This means that the miracles Jesus per-
formed are not a glimpse into what is funda-
mentally unusual and abnormal. Instead they 
reveal that what we usually take as the nor-
mal is itself fundamentally unusual and alien. 

It is physical disease and mental illness that 
is a disruption of the created world. It is sex-
ual abuse and addiction that is a disruption of 
God’s natural world. It is war and the cycles 
of violence everywhere present that are a dis-
ruption of the proper life-affirming order of 
the world God has made.

The real miracle workers are not the Moth-
er Theresa’s and the wonder-working saints 
of the Catholic Church. The real miracle 
workers are the Adolph Hitler’s, the crystal 
meth makers in Toronto and London, the sex-
ual predators and adventurers who could care 
less about the pregnancies they leave their 
partners to handle, the terrorists (however re-
ligious they may be) and the commanders of 
child soldiers. 

And lastly Satan: Satan, not Jesus, is the 
real miracle worker in that he inspires and 
abets the continuing violation of the natural 
order, which God has for his creation. 

However, it is God’s unstoppable inten-
tion to restore his world to what it should be. 
And, among other things, the resurrection of 
his son, Jesus Christ, is the signpost without 
equal that his intentions are not in question. 

One day they will overrun the creation, 
evicting all dark miracle workers, leaving the 
rest to breathe a great sigh of relief and get on 
with living life as God has always intended. 

CREDIT: TONYBAGGETT / THINKSTOCK
Satan and all of the villains of the world are the true miracle workers; it is God who is trying to restore his 
world to what it should be. 
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Unicorns and rainbows?
Have you heard the phrase “living the 

dream”? I hear it often as I meander through 
the college talking to a variety of people from 
rank and file employees, to faculty all the way 
around to administrators. It fascinates me.

What motivates one to pointedly remark 
that the Utopia that is Fanshawe College may 
not be all that some would have you believe? 
I wonder in those moments is it work or is it 
home? I assume in most instances it is work 
since I haven’t met anyone that complains 
when the weekend rolls around and they 
don’t have to work. Nor have I met someone 
who dreads the end of the workday. So I pon-
der is Utopia so fractured to these people that 
being here is just a means to an end? 

There is such a cross section of people at 
Fanshawe that like to think that everyone en-
tering past the iron fencing and gates that ring 
around the campus are actually giddy to be 
here. Maybe we can get those cameras that 
snap pictures of everyone’s license plates as 
they enter the campus to emit electromagnet-
ic energy that will fire the neurons in people’s 
brains that will put them in a state of perpet-
ual bliss. Wouldn’t that be fun? Everybody 
so bloody happy I think my head would ex-
plode. Sounds like an episode of Conspiracy 
Theory hosted by Jesse Ventura.

I think what rankles many people is that 
a place full of young vibrant life can be so 
stuffy and rigid. Are people’s neckties too 

tight? Are the Spanx causing unforeseen is-
sues? There is that group of people that refer 
to Fanshawe as “The College”, as if it were in 
all seriousness the Tower of London. And no, 
I’m not referring to that Tower across town at 
The University of Western Ontario. Though 
the tall foreheads can dream.

But back to my original question, why are 
people “living the dream” and happy to let 
everyone know? Could it be the cubicle for-
tresses that dot the office landscapes across 
the campus? Do they not enjoy the work 
they do and the people they work with? Do 
they feel “The College” is like the National 
Football League, where you can get to the 
end zone and score but you can’t dance with 
teammates because that would be an objec-
tionable conduct penalty? Speaking of fun, 
two orientations ago, we did have to outfit 
students playing and jumping on bouncy cas-
tles with helmets for their own safety. Won-
derful theatre that was and it still makes me 
smile to this day. It should make you smile to: 
pesky rules and regulations.

Now that the calendar has flipped to 
March, maybe people’s outlook will brighten. 
The days are getting longer, the sun should 
be shining more frequently and spring is on 
the way. Wouldn’t that be “living the dream”?

I’ll end by wishing my wife an early happy 
birthday. Hope the sun shines brightly on her 
day and the air is filled with spring warmth 
this March 17. That would truly be unicorns 
and rainbows.

American Horror Story: President Trump

The 2016 U.S. presidential campaign is a 
horror show mixed with trashy reality TV, 
with Donald J. Trump appearing as both the 
star and the villain.

Unless you’ve spent the last few months 
living under a rock, you may have noticed 
that a xenophobic Oompa Loompa has some-
how managed to stay at the top of the polls for 
the nomination as the leader of the Republi-
can Party, even after spouting comments that 
should have immediately disqualified him.

But this merkin-adorned piece of human 
garbage just won’t go away. 

Though political pundits on both sides of 
the American political spectrum have come 
together in a rare instance of bipartisan co-
operation to protest the possibility of racist 
regurgitated oatmeal running their country, 
no one has thrown bigger shade at The Don-
ald than John Oliver on his HBO series Last 
Week Tonight. Oliver meticulously tore apart 
Trump’s (or should I say Drumpf’s?) entire 
existence, from his unsubstantiated state-
ments about literally everything to his less 
than stellar business record.

And still, that didn’t stop him from using 
his tiny hands to snatch the lead out of his 
competitors’ grasps.

Trump won seven out of the 11 caucuses 
on Super Tuesday, putting him firmly in the 
lead above top contenders Ted Cruz and Mar-
co Rubio. Even if Trump wins the Republi-
can nomination there’s no guarantee he will 
win the election; he would still have to go up 
against Hillary Clinton or Bernie Sanders, 
whose race would be captivating audiences 
if it weren’t for Trump stealing the spotlight. 

But at this moment it appears this evil hair-
ball’s dream may be coming to fruition; Don-
ald Trump may very well be the Republican 
nominee for the 2016 U.S. election.

Canadians may be scratching their heads at 
their American counterparts thinking, “How 
could this even happen? How can Americans 
not see that it is a terrible idea to elect him?” 

But Canada now has its own version of the 
Trumpeter. Kevin O’Leary, one of the busi-
nessmen from Dragons’ Den, announced his 
interest in running for leader of the Conser-
vative Party.

Though successful in his own right, his 
limited – or nonexistent – political experi-
ence should disqualify him from running at 
all. I appreciate the need for diversity in the 
political sphere and politicians with a variety 
of backgrounds to bring to the government, 
but to have someone lead a country who has 
no political experience sounds like a bad idea 
to me.

But can you really blame him for thinking 
he can do it? No one thought Trump could do 
it, but look where we are today.

The advantage that I’m sure O’Leary is 
looking to take hold of is name recognition. 
Reality TV shows like The Apprentice and 
Dragons’ Den have made Trump and O’Leary 
household names. This gives these candidates 
a head start in the election process because 
people already know who they are, and with 
their reality TV experiences they know how 
to appear charismatic to an audience.

Even our past election had a pinch of re-
ality drama. Justin Trudeau had name recog-
nition thanks to his father’s fame, and com-
bining that with his good looks it was almost 
impossible to ignore Harper’s lack of cha-
risma when standing next to Trudeau during 
debates. 

When choosing who you will give your 
vote to, try picturing what they’re saying 
coming from someone who isn’t charismatic 
– I suggest Nicolas Cage – and see if you still 
agree with what they’re saying. And if you do 
they deserve your vote. But if it sounds less 
appealing coming from someone else, take a 
step back and reevaluate why you’re siding 
with them in the first place. 

Remember the last time there was a charis-
matic leader who united a country of desper-
ate people by singling out a minority group 
for the majority to project their anger and fear 
onto? Because I do. Don’t allow your country 
to be turned into a real life horror show. 

HAVE AN OPINION? SUBMIT YOUR STORY!
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: FSULETTERS@FANSHAWEC.CA

KERRA SEAY
WHAT DOES KERRA SAY

JOHN SAID
WHAT JOHN SAID

CREDIT: “DONALD TRUMP” BY MATT JOHNSON ON FLICKR (CC BY 2.0) 
This isn’t the first time in history that a charismatic leader brought a country together by using fear. 

CREDIT: CANDIS BROSS & KERRA SEAY
Fanshawe is a magical place of dreams and wishes.
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One step forward, two steps back
It’s Ancient Egypt and the Gods 

walk among us. Following the plot 
of The Lion King, and any number 
of other similar films that take from 
Shakespeare’s Hamlet, the young 
god Horus must take back his fa-
ther’s throne after it is usurped by 
his father’s murderer, Set. Helping 
him is a plucky young thief who is, 
in many ways, identical to Alad-
din because ripping off one Disney 
movie was simply not enough.

Perhaps the most remarkable part 
of Gods of Egypt is the ridiculous 
number of well-known actors who 
take part in this loose reinterpre-
tation of Egyptian mythology. Ni-
kolaj Coster-Waldau, of Game of 
Thrones fame, plays a Horus who is 
remarkably similar to his character 
in Game of Thrones. Gerard But-
ler attempts to recreate his Spartan 
days as the evil god Set, and Geof-
frey Rush spends yet another movie 
almost entirely on a boat. 

There’s something you may 
have noticed about all these actors. 
While they are big names, they are 
also white. It’s true that the cast 
does have some small diversity, 
Toth being played by the incredibly 
entertaining Chadwick Boseman 

and Hathor by the remarkable El-
odie Yung, however none of these 
actors are Egyptian. The depressing 
part is how much of a relief it is to 
see literally any diversity in a mov-
ie like this. 

Now, there are a lot of other 
problems with this movie, from the 
ridiculously over-the-top CG to the 
idea that a human could be tossed 
across the room by a god with no 
resulting injuries or internal bleed-
ing. That said, there are a couple of 
things Gods of Egypt does well. 

There are a lot of nods to Egyp-
tian mythology, although the main 
storyline is heavily modified to 
make Horus look good and remove 
all the incest and man-on-man ac-
tion (after all, homosexual refer-
ences are only okay if it’s a woman 
making them, right?). So instead of 
Set seducing Horus and then Horus 
tricking Set into eating his sperm, 
we get a long adventure that’s been 
whitewashed and forced to conform 
to Western gender stereotypes. 

However, the Nine Gates of the 
Egyptian afterlife are mentioned 
along with the weighing of one’s 
soul against a feather, as is Ra’s 
constant battle against Chaos on the 
other side of the world. The humour 
ranges from dry to slapstick in a 
way that makes the entire produc-
tion feel silly, and the fight scenes 
are generally well choreographed. 
The movie has good qualities, al-
though it may require one to dis-

connect their brain for them to be 
seen.

Overall, Gods of Egypt is, at best, 
a Westernized knock-off of a sto-
ry that was far more interesting in 

its original form. While it’s nice to 
have a film about any mythology 
that isn’t Norse, the depressingly 
large number of changes made to 
accommodate a white audience hurt 

the film rather than helped it. With 
ridiculous CG and awkward come-
dy, this is a movie that wasted an 
opportunity.

PAM-MARIE 
GUZZO
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: LIONSGATE (2016)
Pretty and pointless, Gods of Egypt fails to take advantage of a rich mythology.
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The historical game of thrones

For thousands of years, scholarly 
and religious men have denied her 
existence. And yet, hard proof of her 
life endures more than that of King 
Arthur. I’m talking, of course, about 
the medieval legend of Joan Angli-
cus, also known as Pope John VII. 

Reputed to have reigned over 
Rome for two years sometime be-
tween the ninth and 12th centuries, 
all Joan had to do to rise through the 
church’s ranks and achieve the era’s 
highest authority was pretend to be 
a man. Had she not given birth in 
public, the ruse may have lasted for 
an indeterminable length of time, 
and one can only speculate how her 
extended presence may have altered 
the Catholic Church to this day.

As it turns out, a man giving birth 
in public simply doesn’t go ignored 
by his peers, and Joan was either 
sentenced to death or died short-
ly after from complications. Her 
successor immediately expunged 
as much as he could from public 
record, but her name nevertheless 
spread through song and lore.

To ensure that no other woman 
dared to assume such heights of 
power, the medieval consecration 
ceremony implemented a “chair” 
examination. Before any new pope 
could be officially sworn in, he sat 
in a chair with a hole in the seat, 
and a fellow cardinal would reach 
up to confirm that indeed, the pope 
was male. The examination was a 
part of the ceremony for nearly 600 
years, and the chair still sits on dis-
play in Rome.  

In the novel Pope Joan, Donna 
Woolfolk Cross weaves a tapestry 
of deeply researched historical evi-
dence with exhilarating elements of 
adventure to properly tell the over-
looked story. Those who shunned 
their Sunday school lessons clearly 
missed out; church history contains 
as much sex, violence and political 
intrigue the likes of which would 
make any Game of Thrones novel 
seem like a bedtime story. 

The fictional components of 
the book first introduce Joan as 
the daughter of a village priest in 
Germany. While her father is orig-
inally a Christian missionary from 
England, her mother is of the “hea-
then” Saxon descent. Being the 
only daughter in the family, Joan is 

thereby exposed to both her father’s 
strict Christian doctrine and, in se-
cret, her mother’s pagan culture. 

This sets the precedent for the re-
mainder of the novel. In her thirst 
for knowledge, Joan absorbs all 
that she can from before and after 
the establishment of the institution-
al church. 

She is taught to read the Bible 
by her older brother; a compas-
sionate tutor later instructs her to 
read Greek poetry. Influenced by a 
multitude of voices, Joan ultimate-
ly derives her own personal system 
of faith and reasoning, and refuses 
to be restrained by the bounds laid 
upon her gender. 

Cross’s speculation of how a 
poor, medieval rural girl could pos-
sibly become the most powerful fig-
ure aside from the Emperor draws 
interesting parallels to certain lim-
itations that still hinder women in 
leadership. Overall the author poses 
the question, what is the merit be-
hind gender overshadowing ability? 
Shouldn’t the appointment of a task 
be allotted to the person most capa-
ble? 

While the modern Catholic 
Church has come a long way since 
the Dark Ages, Pope Joan is a nov-
el that both informs and provokes 
thought about how much further it 
has yet to go. 

CREDIT: HONI WERNER (COVER), BALLENTINE BOOKS (PUBLISHER)
In scintillating and historically accurate detail, Donna Woolfolk Cross tells the 
legendary tale of the only female pope. 

BELLE MARIE
INTERROBANG

Sony is starting fresh with 
new line of smartphones

Sony’s most profitable line of 
smartphones is finally coming to 
an end. The Xperia Z line made its 
way into the market in February 
2013, offering flagship, mid-range 
and budget-conscious devices. This 
comes as a shock as just last year 
Sony promised to release a Z flag-
ship every six months. 

The Z line will be replaced with 
the X line of devices. Unfortunately 
the reason has not been made clear 
and Sony has made only one state-
ment on Feb. 24.

“The Xperia Z line has reached 
its culmination – Xperia X se-
ries represents a new chapter and 
evolution of our product strategy. 
Whilst the Xperia Z series was all 
about bringing the best of Sony’s 
advanced technologies to smart-
phones, Xperia X series is based on 
bringing smart, adaptive Sony user 
experiences across camera, battery 
performance and hardware/soft-

ware design.”
Right after the announcement, 

Sony released three new smart-
phones from the new family: the 
Xperia X, Xperia XA and the flag-
ship Xperia X Performance. 

Although the three phones offer 
impressive features in their respect-
ed category on the inside, none of 
them come close to the 806 pixels 
per inch, 4K-display screen (ul-
tra high definition) that the final Z 
flagship phone had last summer. 

The X series will focus mainly 
on battery life, something Sony has 
struggled with ever since releasing 
the 6.4-inch Xperia Z Ultra in 2013. 

For the near future, Sony plans 
on keeping their devices to one 
hand use, which will be around five 
inches. They also plan to release 
the phone in the unlocked market, 
shying away from service partners. 
In terms of appearances, Sony is 
sticking to their conservative slate 
waterproof design. With all of the 
new technological advances, So-
ny’s future is looking bright. 

CODY HOWE
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: SONY 
The Xperia X, Xperia X Performance and Xperia XA features next-generation 
technologies in the camera, battery and overall design.  

The dawn of the cushion era

Do you hate wearing powder 
products but find it way too diffi-
cult to carry cream or liquid prod-
ucts around with you because they 
are messy? The latest innovation in 
cosmetics may be the solution to all 
your problems. Cushion products 
are the newest cosmetic to hit the 
market that have the texture and 
feeling of a liquid, but have the con-
venience of a compact. 

Essentially a cushion product is a 
porous sponge that is soaked in liq-
uid makeup that is encased in a con-
venient, travel-friendly compact. 
They come in foundations, eyelin-
ers, eye shadows and now blushes. 

Many brands are starting to 
launch these products so there are 
many options and price points that 
make it accessible to everyone.

The first cushion products to 

launch were the foundations. These 
are mess free and are perfect for 
touch ups throughout the day that 
can be put on top of your founda-
tion or can be worn alone. 

If applied with a compact sponge, 
you can achieve a sheer, luminous 
complexion that is essentially 
weightless. 

If applied with a buffing brush, 
you can get a high coverage founda-
tion with an airbrush finish. Brands 
such as Lancome, Pur Minerals and 
Physicians Formula all have beauti-
ful cushion foundations. 

Stila has recently launched their 
Got Inked Cushion Eye Liner that 
just like cushion foundations, is a 
sponge soaked in highly pigmented 
liquid liner. This product is almost 
like working with ink and a quill, 
and can create beautiful liner styles, 
especially the cat eye. It comes in 
six shades and is also completely 
smudge proof.

Another addition to the eye cush-
ion makeup family is Pur Minerals 
Eye Polish. This beautiful liquid 
eye shadow can be worn alone for 

a smudge proof, iridescent look, but 
can also be worn as a base for pow-
der shadows or can even be worn on 
top of powder eye shadows to cre-
ate more drama. 

This product also comes with a 
perfectly shaped silicone applicator 
that makes the application simple 
and makes the clean up even easier.

The next cushion product that 
is going to be hitting the market 
soon is the cushion blush. They are 
silky in texture and therefore they 
simply glide onto the skin without 
any creasing or dry patches. These 
blushes are extremely pigmented 
which makes them customizable 
to fit any type of look you want to 
achieve.

The cushion products are here to 
stay and are definitely worth try-
ing out. They are easy to use, give 
beautiful results and best of all, 
they are compact and easy to trav-
el with. Keep an eye out for these 
products and see what new, excit-
ing launches are to come in the near 
future.

JOSHUA R. 
WALLER
BEAUTY BOY
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ALL AGES EVENT

present
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Metroland Media

          
    &

featuring Celtic Rockers the

     The
Doug Varty
                

  Band
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PRIZES FOR:
• Best St. Patty’s outfit
• Most Outrageous St. Patty’s outfi t

Grand Prize for BEST ST. PATTY’S outfi t
is two

tickets to
So Get Yer 
Irish On!

and special guests

CREDIT: KERRA SEAY
Many students took time off from their busy schedules to play some games in The 
Gamesroom.

Gravity waves detected after 
black hole pair become one

Einstein’s prediction proven 
100 years later

U.S. physicists proved the con-
cept of gravitational waves in a set 
of cataclysmic observations with 
their work published in early Feb-
ruary. For the first time ever, fluc-
tuations in space-time itself were 
measured after physicists using the 
Laser Interferometer Gravity-Wave 
Observatory (LIGO) were able to 
capture the final seconds of two 
black holes merging.

According to an article by Scien-
ceNews published in early Febru-
ary, the find is significant because 
it proves Einstein’s 1916 theory 
of general relativity. Newtonian 
Physics would explain the objects 
gravity as bringing the objects 
closer together, an event in space. 
In reality, extremely large masses 
cause the warping or depressing of 
space-time itself, an event of space 
and time. 

As the two objects fell into the 
same space-time “depression”, they 
became one object, with the energy 
released causing ripples in the very 
fabric of space itself. 

The two black holes were cal-
culated to be orbiting each other 
at about half the speed of light and 
weighed about 36 and 29 times the 
mass of our sun, while the merged 
black hole weighed roughly 62 
suns. 

At their final moment, the black 
holes were calculated to be spin-
ning at 4500 revolutions per minute 
or 75 times a second. All of this was 
happening in an area about 210 ki-
lometres in diameter.

The tests, performed in two facil-
ities in Washington and Louisiana, 
were conducted by pointing a high 

powered laser at a beam splitter 
which goes in two directions at a 90 
degree angle from each other, with 
each path going along a four kilo-
metre tube.

At the end of the tubes are mir-
rors, which bounce the laser light 
back towards a detector, causing a 
specific pattern to emerge when the 
data is fed through a sophisticated 
program. 

When the ripples in space-time 
occurred, it caused the path length 
of the tubes to change as well, about 
a thousandth the width of a proton 
as reported in an article by Science-
News, but enough to be measured, 
causing a different interference pat-
tern to emerge.

This is the first direct detection in 
the scientific community of gravi-
tational waves and also the first 
observation of a binary black hole 
system merging, which has been 
previously unavailable due to the 
accretion disk surrounding event 
horizons of black holes.

The discovery opens a new 
realm of possibilities for gravita-
tional-wave astronomy, allowing 
for the detection and measurement 
of previously unobservable black 
holes, neutron stars and pulsars. 

BPA alternative showing sim-
ilar negative effects on early de-
velopment

Research published at the end of 
2015 from Chinese and Californian 
researchers looking at Bisphenol S 
(BPS), the popular replacement to 
Bisphenol A (BPA), has shown it 
can also cause similar negative ef-
fects on human and animal bodies.

BPA has been proven to cause the 
early onset of puberty and hormon-
al issues, and an increase in prostate 
and breast cancer among a number 
of other maladies.

The study concluded that BPS 
was responsible for increased 
hatching times, the equivalent of 
premature birth, in zebrafish mod-
els. The study was the first of its 

kind to study the effects of BPA and 
BPS on a range of brain cells, while 
also observing the continued effects 
during early growth.

In 2010, U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) officially de-
clared BPA was determined to func-
tion like an endocrine disruptor and 
exhibit similar properties to that of 
Estradiol an important hormone in 
puberty and women’s health. BPA 
is a commercial plastic used in ev-
eryday items such as food contain-
ers and store receipts.

The new research follows a sim-
ilar study published in 2015 by Ca-
nadian researchers, which focused 
on specific changes in the hypothal-
amus structures of the brain of em-
bryonic zebrafish when introduced 
to low levels of BPS.

The chemistry behind this unfor-
tunate mix up in our bodies is that 
BPA and BPS have an alcohol func-
tional group attached to a benzene 
ring; this structure mimics Estradi-
ol.

Estradiol is primarily a sex hor-
mone, but also has roles in bone, 
thyroid and liver health.

A major issue in combating these 
now-known pollutants is their ubiq-
uity in everyday life. BPA is one of 
the largest commercially produced 
chemical compounds in the world, 
with over 10 billion pounds of it 
being produced in 2011 alone. Be-
cause of this, staying away from 
BPA and BPS means avoiding ev-
eryday items such as plastic and 
canned food containers; the linings 
of cans are made of BPA epoxy.

One thing is for sure, a world-
wide replacement that’s not going 
to poison us or make children grow 
into adults at age 10 is needed now.

In the coming weeks, we’ll take 
a look at astronaut Scott Kelly and 
cosmonaut Mikhail Kornienko’s re-
turn from their record setting 340-
day stay orbiting the Earth inside 
the International Space Station.

JERROLD RUNDLE
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: R. HURT/CALTECH-JPL
An artist interpretation shows the gravitational waves created by two orbiting neutron stars. 
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All American Nick Carter in 
Canada for St. Patrick’s Day

I write about random things a lot. 
I write a lot about random things. In 
case you haven’t noticed the flashes 
of Kelly Green popping up on cam-
pus and downtown lately, let this 
be your official notice: St. Patrick’s 
Day is right around the corner. 

I wouldn’t usually suggest leav-
ing London to observe such a mem-
orable night elsewhere, but if you’re 
a fan of Nick Carter or his boy band 
past you may want to make the trip 
into Toronto — the recent Dancing 
With the Stars finalist and founding 
member of the Backstreet Boys is 
touring through Canada next week 
with stops in Montréal and Toronto 
on March 16 and 17.

The gigs punctuate the latest leg 
of Carter’s tour across the U.S. as 
he heads westward from Boston, 
just in time to celebrate the March 
11 release of his most recent al-
bum All American here in Canada 
on MapleMusic Recordings. The 
album was released in the U.S. as 
a digital download on Carter’s own 
label Kaotic, Inc. in November, yet 
physical CD copies only began to 
ship from his website last month.

All American is bright and boun-
cy, seemingly tailored for summer 
and sure to be as warmly received 
by his fans. Carter co-wrote all 
eleven songs, blurring the lines 

between personal experience and 
narrative in a way that is both in-
trospective and slightly paradoxi-
cal; his lyrics are often specific and 
read more like a journal entry than 
a general narrative. There are mo-
ments that a listener might not find 
completely relatable without being 
male, in their thirties, a beleaguered 
pop star or having spent significant 
time in Los Angeles, so it’s difficult 
to know if this new album will draw 
in new young fans while it appeases 
those he already enjoys.

Case in point, the lead single and 
album opener “19 in 99” reads like 
a love letter to the ‘90s, featuring a 
healthy amount of pop culture ref-
erences undoubtedly influenced by 
Carter’s own life and loves. 

The snappy pop production plac-
es its sound squarely in the pres-
ent, but the lyrics pine for a decade 
that young audiences completely 
missed; musically it could exist on 
a playlist with Taylor Swift or Walk 
the Moon, but lyrically it seems like 
it would appeal mainly to the audi-
ence that grew up with him.

There are a few such paradox-
es throughout the record, though 
innocuous in nature. The record 
continues with “Get Over Me” fea-
turing Avril Lavigne, which was 
released as an unofficial promo 
single back in November. The two 
rail against the obsessed fans that 
accompany their fame, taking the 
typical ‘break-up anthem’ trope to 
new territory. “Second Wind” is a 
sunny party tune (a la Sugar Ray) 
that has Carter musing over his sur-

roundings and the night he lost to 
memory with such nonchalance you 
forget he’ll soon be 39 in ’19.

That said, pop music isn’t meant 
to be dissected and analyzed. Par-
adoxes aside, Carter has assembled 
an upbeat pop record that flexes in 
rock and dance-pop flavours as eas-
ily as horns or cowbell. All Ameri-
can may not contain your new spir-
itual anthem, but if you’re longing 
for summer and willing it to return, 
play this record long and loud and 
lots. 

“Man On The Moon” and “Horo-
scope” are particular highlights, 
while both “Swet” and “All Ameri-
can” are sure to pop up on pre–party 
playlists as the days continue to get 
longer.

For more on Nick Carter or his 
new album, visit nickcarter.net or 
follow @nickcarter on Twitter and 
Instagram. Tickets to his March 17 
show at the Phoenix Concert The-
atre run as low as $36, available 
online via Ticketmaster.ca. VIP 
upgrades are available for purchase 
from Carter’s website, featuring 
perks like first entry to the venue, 
an autographed poster and a photo 
with the star. This show is 19-plus, 
doors open at 7 p.m.

And for more of the latest music 
news, album releases and gigs com-
ing to London, add @fsu_bobby-
isms to your Twitter timeline. Word 
has it that the Backstreet Boys may 
be releasing a new album in the fall, 
why not grab this opportunity to get 
Cartered away? I’m out of words.

BOBBY FOLEY
BOBBYISMS

CREDIT: MAPLEMUSIC RECORDINGS
Nick Carter’s new album, All American, blurs the lines between personal experience and narrative in a way that is both introspective 
and slightly paradoxical

A f**king good movie

Adapting a well-known comic 
character to the big screen is an im-
perfect art. Despite the successes of 
the recent glut of comic book films, 
there have been a few outliers that 
have simply failed to capture what 
makes that character special. Of all 
these failures there is perhaps none 
more famous than the 2009 adapta-
tion of Deadpool. Thankfully, that 
has been rectified in spectacular 
fashion.

The movie follows Wade Wil-
son, played by Ryan Reynolds, a 
kind-hearted Canadian mercenary 
who is offered an experimental cure 
for the cancer he has contracted in 
such non-vital organs as his lungs, 
prostate and brain, “all things I 
can live without”. Unfortunately, 
the shady-seeming agency that of-
fers him the cure is just as untrust-
worthy as you would expect, bring-
ing super powers out of their human 
guinea pigs through a combination 
of chemical treatments and torture. 
Hell-bent on revenge and horribly 
disfigured, the newly christened 
Deadpool sets out to track down 
Francis ‘Ajax’ Freeman, played by 
Ed Skrein, so the process can be 
reversed and he can reunite with 
Vanessa, the woman he loves, who 
is played by geek goddess Morena 
Baccarin.

If there is one thing that Dead-
pool gets right, where so many 
adaptations fail, is a passionate de-
votion to the source material. Reyn-
old’s take on the Merc with a Mouth 
was ripped straight from the pages 
of the comics, in all of his vulgar 
and violent glory. This is not con-
tent that simply breaks the fourth 
wall, Deadpool smashes through it 
with all the subtlety of a wrecking 
ball, as the character comments on 
the acting chops of an actor named 
Ryan Reynolds, laments the exis-
tence of the green, animated super 
suit made famous in the dire Green 
Lantern film.

Perhaps most gleeful for fans and 

Reynolds himself, are the multi-
ple insults at the character’s debut 
film appearance in 2009’s X-Men 
Origins, where the character was 
adapted as an unrecognizable mash-
up of several different Marvel char-
acters. The most criminal part was 
when they sewed his mouth shut, 
which this film counteracts by hav-
ing Deadpool never shut up. Seri-
ously, the jokes come so fast and in 
such great volume that it was hard 
to catch every one of them. Not all 
of them land, but the law of averag-
es dictates that when a movie sends 
out jokes in the triple digits, some 
of them are going to be stinkers.

Sitting outside of the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe, Deadpool ex-
ists in the same continuity as the 
X-Men films, a fact that it points 
out every chance it gets, with trips 
to the Xavier mansion (which only 
seems to have two inhabitants), and 
the persistent attempts of Colos-
sus to convince Deadpool to give 
up his tendency to eviscerate his 
foes and join the superhero team. 
The appearances of Colossus and 
his protégé, the amazingly named 
Negasonic Teenage Warhead, are 
among some of the films highlights, 
with their respective morality and 
apathy clashing perfectly with 
Wade Wilson’s mania.

The film is not perfect though. 
Skrein’s villain is one-dimension-
al, possessing his own abilities, but 
never really showing them off. He 
also fails to elevate the character 
beyond a typical, sneering villain 
and serves as more of a living plot 
point than a true threat to the hero. 
Also some of the aforementioned 
‘misses’ in the joke department re-
ally miss, scraping the bottom of 
the barrel when it comes to what 
even 12-year-old me would have 
found funny.

Thankfully, for those who have 
been awaiting this film for nearly a 
decade, Reynold’s is Deadpool. The 
effort that the actor has taken over 
the years to give this outlandish hero 
the film he deserves shines through 
in every bit of dialogue he spouts. 
He’s a tour de force of profanity and 
action, and this could very well be 
the role that he is remembered for 
come the end of his career.

CREDIT: 20TH CENTURY FOX
After the miss that was Deadpool in 2009, there was doubt when it came to another 
adaptation of the comic. But director Tim Miller’s take on Deadpool did not disappoint.  

ANDREW VIDLER 
G33K LYFE
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Nerds

CREDIT: MIKAILA PERRINO / THE DAGLIGTALE
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Aries (March 21 - April 19)
Be sure that all documents are in 

order before you sign them. What 
seems easy in theory may become 
deep and confusing once you look 
into the personalities involved. A 
positive attitude really helps.

Taurus (April 20 - May 20)
School interferes with your 

play-oriented lifestyle. The Moon 
brings out your sly, mischievous 
side. If you can’t bring yourself to 
do what others expect, at least do 
something good for you.

Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
Competitors are confused when 

you give them your secrets. Gemini 
has a strategy at work that boggles 
every mind. An all-or-nothing atti-
tude heightens your viability as a 
potential lover.

Cancer (June 21 - July 22)
Some people don’t know when 

to quit. Cancer may not be on va-
cation, but the time is wrong for 
sustained intensity. You want to be 
at your best for the exciting times 
ahead.

Leo (July 23 - August 22)
There are few problems when 

everyone agrees. The engine that 
you set in motion purrs along like a 
happy cat. Friendship and romance 
flourish under the Moon. You’re 
likely to get whatever you request.

Virgo (August 23 - Sept. 22)
Look carefully at an impulse 

that runs counter to the established 
plan. Is this sudden idea a stroke of 
genius or an advance agent of cha-
os? Consult with your allies before 
making any sudden moves.

 Libra (Sept. 23 - Oct. 22)
Perfection is relative and fleet-

ing, but this week you feel as if 
you’ve achieved it. Relax and cele-
brate. Your life overflows with Ve-
nus energy, extending your special 
magic to everyone who comes in 
contact.

Scorpio (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)
You continue to stir up the mix, 

adding certain flavours for the 
first time. You’re comfortable in a 
crowd, especially one that you can 
convert to your way of thinking. 

Let your creation assume a life of 
its own.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)
Heads turn as you walk in and 

take your rightful place. Honesty 
and humour quickly dispel any lin-
gering rumours of your so-called 
haughty attitude. You’re exotic, fa-
miliar and totally down-to-earth.

Capricorn (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)
A community effort, no matter 

how righteous, moves slowly. If 
you have time on your hands, why 
not use it for personal improve-
ment? Others are happy to give 
when you demonstrate that you’re 
not taking advantage.

Aquarius (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)
Your quotations make you seem 

as brilliant as the people who ac-
tually wrote the words. You excel 
at both originality and adaptation. 
Someone suspects you of being too 
good to be true. Happily share your 
secrets.

Pisces (Feb. 18 - March 20)
Pure knowledge is comforting, 

but you’re out of your depth among 
noisy people with opinions. It’s un-
likely that you’ll speak up unless 
called upon. A soft touch is wasted 
on opponents with thick skin.

Sudoku Puzzle

Word Search: St. Patrick’s Day

Cryptogram

Puzzle rating: Medium
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 grid 
contains the digits 1 through 9. That means no number is repeated in any 
column, row or box. Solution on page 15

Culture
Feast
Green

History
Ireland

Irish
Legend

Lent
March

Missionary

Nationalism
Religion

Saint Patrick
Shamrock

Trinity

Across
1. Two
8. Steve Martin romantic comedy
15. Audrey Hepburn title role
16. Grant recipient
17. Strength
19. Gland
20. Drug distributors?
21. Taxi eschewer, for short
22. Pre-wedding purchase
23. Golden, in Granada
24. Kind of package for the poor
25. Birthplace of Joan?
26. Singer/actress Lenya
27. Hindu deity
28. Put on, as pants
30. One not blinking, perhaps

31. 1922 Willa Cather novel that 
won a Pulitzer
33. Thin sheet metal
36. How some legal conversations 
are held
40. “What ___!”
41. Like propellants in pesticides
42. Apollo 13’s Aquarius, e.g.
43. Like dollhouse furniture
44. Singer on “Shiny Happy Peo-
ple”
45. “___ thousand flowers bloom”
46. Actress Lupino
47. Singing voice
48. Tournament round before the 
finals
49. F-4’s

52. Penn State campus site
53. Ticket name
54. Attacks a project vigorously
55. Horsed around?
Down
1. To the degree that
2. Good thing to hit
3. Failure to appear
4. Teeing off
5. Like un millonario
6. ___ crusade
7. Frankie Valli sang in it
8. Capital of Punjab province
9. Bush judicial appointee
10. Poses
11. X
12. It’s higher than an ace
13. Stock
14. 2000s CBS sitcom
18. Close one
23. “Singin’ in the Rain” director 
Stanley
24. Bridge spot
26. Play makeup
27. Classic Fender guitar, for short
29. Hopscotch
30. One of the two capitals of Bo-
livia
32. Like the narrowest of wins
33. Queen with a Grammy
34. ‘Star Wars’ queen
35. The Ricardos, to the Mertzes
37. One of over 100 on a table
38. One calling it quits
39. Accumulated
41. 1994 movie based on a “Satur-
day Night Live” character
44. Village in Gujarat
45. Words before “Be” and “Go” in 
two hit songs
47. ___ camp
48. Chucklehead
50. One ____ customer
51. Brit’s oath
Solution on page 15

“_______ ___ _______ ___ 
“GFXBOCF IWO RWM’V TBMV

______ _______ ___.”

VW LDFCC IWOD QOXS.”
Clue: G = B

Question: Why should you never iron a four leaf clover?

Solution on page 15

Notes:

Crossword Puzzle: Phractured Fonetics

7 2

3 2 6 1 7

6 5 8

5 1 4 9 3

1 4 6 9 7

1 4 3

6 7 4 1 2

2 4

S C H I X P C A E M L G X F P
B A N I N O R M I N E K V N E
K F I G S A R S U A G J G D N
A C R N G T S N E T E E R N X
H O O R T I O R F I N P O A Q
F S E R O P U R T O D C T L E
M E I N M T A N Y N T S A E F
N P A R L A E T H A N S N R C
V R U U I L H I R L Q N E I D
Y U C R E C A S H I W N P T V
V F K N C W R P C S C N T N S
O T R I N I T Y R M W K Y L T
J F L L M M Y E A Q K O R P F
Y A I D I Y O O M T P B F X H
N O I G I L E R U U Y U Q P W
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The fall of a Premier League historic giant

Another week of Premier League 
football down and it is starting to 
look inevitable. Aston Villa, one of 
England’s most historic clubs are 
currently sitting in 20th position in 
the league, their 16 points leaving 
them eight points from safety. 

To put it as generously as possi-
ble they’re playing like utter crap, 
the only compliment that can pos-
sibly be directed toward this group 
of players is that they won’t break 
the record for the worst points tally 
in Premier League history (Derby 
County’s 11 points in 2007–2008). 
Regardless, their 28-year stay in the 
top flight appears to be coming to 
an end.

A fan video uploaded to YouTube 
shortly after their 6-0 loss to Liver-
pool, their worst home defeat since 
1935, prompted supporters of the 
Birmingham-based club to brand 
themselves a laughing stock, liken-
ing the situation to watching a loved 
one fall ill. Notable pundits also 
weighed in, with Jamie Carragher 
labelling them ‘an embarrassment’, 
and former player Paul Merson la-
belling the match ‘the worst perfor-
mance I’ve seen from Aston Villa’. 

It represents a remarkable down-
turn in fortune over the last decade, 
with the club having found little 
success since the departure of Mar-
tin O’Neill in 2010. During his four 
years at the helm, he led the former 
European Cup champions to three 
consecutive sixth place finishes, 
narrowly missing out on Champi-
on’s League qualification, though 

managing qualification for (now de-
funct) European competitions such 
as the UEFA Intertoto cups. Unfor-
tunately for the club, a dispute over 
transfer funds would see O’Neill 
leave the club just days before the 
2010–2011 season was to kick off.

That year would also see the last 
time that Villa finished in the top 
half of the Premier League, their 

ninth place finish followed by a 
series of increasingly poor seasons 
under the stewardship of manag-
ers who were never able to last 
for more than a year. Additionally, 
the club has become a sort of way 
station for the players. Top players 
have come to Villa Park, only to de-
part at the first opportunity. 

With the situation as dire as it is, 

Aston Villa is almost certainly go-
ing down to the Championship, one 
of the few ever-present Premier 
League stays will come to an end, 
and one of the country’s truly great 
clubs will fall into the mire of the 
second tier. With leadership lack-
ing both on and off the field, it’s 
going to be tough for them to get 
back out of it.

ANDREW VIDLER
PREMIER LEAGUE 
PONDERINGS

CREDIT: @CFCUNOFFICIAL (CHELSEA DEBS) LONDON ON FLICKR (CC BY-SA 2.0)
The 2015–2016 season has seen one of Aston Villa, England’s most historic Premier League clubs droop to 20th.

2016 Toyota Tacoma: An active lifestyle vehicle
This is the 2016 Toyota Tacoma, 

which made its world debut about a 
year ago, and has been on sale for 
about six months now. 

The 2016 model is all new, and is 
only the third generation model of 
the Tacoma nameplate, which was 
first introduced in 1995. 

While most cars get a complete 
do over in five years, Toyota trucks 
tend to hang around for much lon-
ger, essentially fully changing once 
every 10 years.

Since the 2016 Tacoma is an all-
new model and also since it has 
been about five years since I last 
featured a test on the Tacoma, it was 
about time I spent some time with 
the mid-size Toyota pickup.

So, how is it?
Upon approaching the vehicle, 

you’ll notice that it looks a lot more 
aggressive than the previous model, 
which is a good thing. It looks less 
like a utility vehicle, and more like 
an active lifestyle vehicle. Howev-
er, don’t for one moment think it 
cannot handle the rough stuff, be-
cause it can.

Getting in is not any easier than 
the last Tacoma; this is a high vehi-
cle that requires some heft to climb 
into it. Once in, you’ll admire the 
new interior, which is a lot better 
than before. The fit and finish is 
always great in Toyota products, 
but now there is style, too. It’s not 
lagging in technology either, since 
my tester had a touchscreen info-
tainment system and a reversing 
camera. 

On cold winter mornings, the 
heated seats came in handy, but I 
wish it also had a heated steering 
wheel. My tester, which was the 
2016 Toyota Tacoma 4x4 Double 
Cab V6 TRD Sport had the op-
tional “Upgrade Package” which 
included a power moon roof, wire-
less charging for your Android cell 

phone and a blind spot monitoring 
system. In other words, this was no 
bare bones pickup.

My tester didn’t come with the 
standard motor either, which is a 
2.7 litre, four-cylinder motor. The 
one I tested had the upgraded mo-
tor, which is a 3.5 litre, V6 that 
features Toyota’s D-4S technology 
that allows it to run on both direct 
and port fuel injection cycles. This 
is breakthrough technology, and the 
2016 Tacoma is the only vehicle in 
its segment to offer this technology. 

The purpose behind it is im-
proved fuel economy; however, in 
my testing week, I averaged 14.8 
litres per 100 kilometres, which is 

not as good as I was expecting from 
this vehicle.

I wasn’t impressed with its get-
up-and-go either, considering my 
V6 tester is rated at 278 horsepower 
and 265 pounds per foot of torque, 
but it felt a lot less than that. 

This vehicle requires a lot of 
effort to get it moving at a decent 
pace, which can be tiring. You can 
improve things by engaging the 
“ECT Power” button. 

With this feature engaged, the 
Electronic Controlled Transmission 
holds onto each gear a bit longer, 
and allows you to pick up speed 
faster. This button makes an im-
provement, but it still doesn’t feel 

like a “Sport” truck, despite the de-
cals on its side.

Without that feature engaged, its 
pace is actually quite annoying, and 
several times at parking lot speeds, 
it felt like the vehicle had lost all 
drive and didn’t react to my inputs 
as I’d want; this is not a fun vehicle 
to drive.

However, pickup trucks are not 
really about fun, they are about 
work and the Tacoma does an admi-
rable job at that, being able to tow 
2,900 kilograms and carry 430 kilo-
grams in its bed.

What I found really impressive 
was its ability to hop over curbs. 
The Ford F-150 I tested recently, 

had a really hard time doing that, 
and would only do it in 4WD mode. 
The new Tacoma would do it in just 
2WD mode, and when you ran it in 
4WD mode, it was a lot more re-
fined than the Ford.

So, here’s the thing, if you play 
in the rough stuff a lot, the Taco-
ma is really quite good. However, 
if you spend most of your time, 
driving around in the city, and us-
ing paved tarmac, most of its com-
petition is better at coping with the 
urban jungle.

Pricing for the 2016 Tacoma 
starts at $28,345, but my tester was 
priced at $36,840.

CREDIT: NAUMAN FAROOQ 
The 2016 Toyota Tacoma 4x4 Double Cab V6 TRD Sport is the perfect truck for those who want to play in the rough stuff, but if you drive in the city majority of the time, this truck 
is not for you. 

NAUMAN FAROOQ 
MOTORING
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Men’s volleyball wins OCAA Championships for first time in 46 years

Fanshawe’s men’s volleyball 
team beat the Mohawk Mountain-
eers at the Ontario Collegiate Ath-
letic Association (OCAA) Provin-
cial Championships in three straight 
sets to claim the gold medal and 
advance to the Canadian Collegiate 
Athletic Association (CCAA) Na-
tional Championships. 

This is the second time in Fan-
shawe’s history that the men’s vol-
leyball team has claimed the OCAA 
championship title, the last time be-
ing in the 1969-70 season. 

“It feels amazing to be able to put 
a banner in the gym… it is great to 
be able to get the second provincial 
championship in the school’s his-
tory,” said Patrick Johnston, head 
coach of the men’s volleyball team. 

The Falcons finished the cham-
pionships undefeated with victories 
over the Trent Excalibur, Sheridan 
Bruins and the Mohawk Mountain-
eers.

Falcons’ first year setter Sebas-
tian Lethbridge was named the 
OCAA Tournament MVP.

“I just tried to help the boys out 
and put them in a good spot, they 
really helped me out with their 
passing and the vibes on the court 
were amazing and helped me calm 
down on the court; we put on a nice 
calm and collected offence.”

Regarding the win, the team is 
still in shock.

“It feels surreal, it was a nice 
month and a half of preparation the 
boys did, we got in a good head 
space, we got our eyes set on what 

we want, but it feels even better 
knowing that our job isn’t done.”

The Falcons will represent not 
only the college, but Ontario as 
well at the CCAA National Cham-
pionships from March 9 to March 
12 in B.C. 

“Out west they are all big guys, 
but if we just play our volleyball 

which we have been doing the last 
month, which has been a better 
half of the season, then I think it is 
anyone’s game,” Lethbridge said. 
“When we show up and we play 
well, it is tough to stop us.”

And according to Johnston, the 
momentum gained from the second 
half of the season will help the boys 

play their type of game in the cham-
pionships.

“The way the second semester 
has gone makes the guys feel con-
fident, we haven’t lost since the Ni-
agara tournament in December, so 
being able to ride this kind of streak 
gives the team confidence heading 
into a national championship.”

As the team sets out west to na-
tionally represent Fanshawe, Leth-
bridge wanted to thank students for 
the support the team has received.

“I would like to thank everyone 
who has come to a game or stopped 
by… the support this year has been 
amazing, hopefully we can bring a 
national title home for Fanshawe.”

JESSICA THOMPSON 
INTERROBANG

Cryptogram Solution: Because you don’t want to press your 
luck.

4 9 7 1 5 8 3 2 6

3 8 5 2 4 6 9 1 7

2 6 1 3 7 9 5 8 4

7 5 2 8 1 4 6 9 3

9 3 6 7 2 5 1 4 8

1 4 8 6 9 3 2 7 5

8 1 4 5 6 2 7 3 9

6 7 9 4 3 1 8 5 2

5 2 3 9 8 7 4 6 1

7 2

3 2 6 1 7

6 5 8

5 1 4 9 3

1 4 6 9 7

1 4 3

6 7 4 1 2

2 4

Fanshawe’s Women’s volleyball takes 
bronze in OCAA Championships 

Fanshawe women’s volleyball 
team captured the bronze medal at 
the Ontario Collegiate Athletic As-
sociation (OCAA) Women’s Vol-
leyball Provincial Championships.

Fanshawe last won an OCAA 
medal back in 2013.

According to head coach, Sean 
Pellow, the team managed to finish 
strong even though they were put in 
a difficult pool.

“We had three matches, I think 
we had, in my opinion, the toughest 
route to go through.”

The team first had to go up against 
Conestoga, who was the home team 
and had their fans supporting them.

“That was a tough match emo-
tionally to get through and the girls 

did a great job of controlling that 
and winning,” Pellow said. 

The team then defeated the 
Durham Lord (20-3) in a five set 
match; this was the game that al-
lowed them to win the medal.

Fanshawe’s lone loss of the 
championships came at the hands 
of the undefeated Humber Hawks, 
who are currently ranked third in 
the Canadian Collegiate Athletic 
Association (CCAA). 

“We pushed them as well as 
anybody all year has pushed them, 
so we are pleased with that even 
though we lost the match, we saw 
that as a victory for our program,” 
Pellow said.

Fanshawe’s Renee McCormich 
was named a Championship All-
Star. But according to Pellow, he 
believes all the girls did amazing 

this past season.
“The one thing that I am most 

proud of is the culture that was cre-
ated in our program where there is 
no selfishness every kid is really in 
it for the team and the program rath-
er than their own stats or own status 
within the group.”

With sights set on the upcom-
ing year, Pellow believes in doing 
things to move forward and wants 
to get the girls back into training to 
make sure they are ready for next 
season.

“I am pretty adamant about plan-
ning and making sure things you 
are doing things to move forward, 
so we will take this week off and 
then we are back in next week start-
ing to train and [revamp] some of 
our technical skills and we are go-
ing to start preparing for next year.”

JESSICA THOMPSON 
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: FANSHAWE ATHLETICS 
Fanshawe’s women’s volleyball team earned a bronze medal at the OCAA Provincial Championships. 

CREDIT: FANSHAWE ATHLETICS 
The men’s volleyball team claims the first place title in the OCAA Provincial Championships to advance to the national championships. 
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