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Greetings and salutations, 
Fanshawe community and be-
yond. Welcome to another ac-
tion-packed issue of Interrobang. 

The Geek issue is, by tradi-
tion, a favourite for our writers. 
This is when I throw all caution 
to the wind and encourage Inter-
robang’s talented staff to express 
their love for their personal pas-
sions — nothing is too geeky to 
pass up. Subsequently, you’ll 
find musings on Pokémon, an-
ime, online mysteries, rap, video 
games, books, theatre, J-fashion, 
cosplay and fantasy football. En-
joy. 

News coverage this week in-
cludes an announcement on the 
FSU Election results, a recap 
of the South Campus’s grand 
opening, and an overview of last 
week’s Wet’suwet’en solidarity 
protest in Downtown London. 

Opinion includes the latest in-
stalment of our Ask a Prof advice 
column series, a recent gradu-
ate’s insight into life after col-
lege, and an examination of what 
ancient human stories can teach 
us about today’s society. There’s 
also a geek-themed exploration 
weighing the pros and cons of 
subbed and dubbed anime. 

You’ll find a plethora of even 
more geek-themed content in 
lifestyles, as well as reporter Il-
han Aden’s investigation into life 
in student residence. 

Finally, in sports we have the 
latest on the Falcons’ men’s and 
women’s volleyball teams, and 
the women’s basketball team. 

The term is rapidly speeding to 
the finish line, so thank you very 
much for taking the time to read 
your peers’ hard-rendered words. 
Interrobang loves you. Be sure 
to keep tabs on us on the socials, 
too. 

And so it goes, 

COVER:
Dylan Charette
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For the second year in a row, 
third-year students in Fanshawe 
College’s hon. bachelor of interior 
design program are creating designs 
for McCormick Home.

During the President’s Update 
Meeting on Feb. 19, fourth-year 
student Christine Belanger and pro-
fessor Natalie Rowe spoke about 
the experience in the partnership’s 
first year. The students looked at 
different situations in interior de-
sign for those living with dementia 
and create designs as part of their 
studio course. 

Students spent time in McCor-
mick’s dementia care unit known as 
Memory Lane to conduct research 
and observe anticipated and unan-
ticipated activities in the area. They 
also spoke to custodial staff, per-
sonal support workers (PSWs), and 
social and recreational directors to 
determine the needs of McCormick 
Home’s residents and caregivers.

Belanger said in the presentation 
that after the experience, she was 
inspired to make her thesis about a 
London dementia care home. She 
told Interrobang in a post-presenta-
tion interview that she enjoyed the 
face to face communication with 
everyone using the facility and their 
eagerness to answer questions.

“When this project was done, 
I felt confident in this topic more 
so than I had ever felt on a project 
before,” she said. “There was that 
drive and passion for it as well.” 

Belanger said her year was the 
first year of the project. The third-
year students for this academic year 
had more contact and observation 
time with the residents. 

Rowe first established a rela-
tionship with McCormick Home 
during her graduate studies because 

the facility was used as one of her 
research sites. After having discus-
sions about how the students can get 
involved, she met with the CEO and 
then came up with the partnership.

“Before working with me, I don’t 
really know that McCormick had 
thought about how interior design 
could connect with dementia,” She 
said. “It was a real eye-opening mo-
ment and awakening that they were 
like ‘You know what? This really is 
important.’”

The students were split into 
five groups to create design plans. 
Belanger worked with four other 
people to create a nursing station 
for nursing staff to work while 
also making the residents feel like 
they’re more at home.  Belanger 
and Rowe added that the students 
also had to consider durable mate-
rials for safety reasons, as people 
with dementia tend to touch and 
pick away at materials. 

The students created a circular, 
wrap-around desk with a glass sheet 
that also had a screen with photos 
to tell which home is which. For 
example, the Maple Home would 
have Maple Trees displayed on the 
screen. 

“I could go on forever about all 
the things that it could benefit, but 
I think that the most important part 
was the non-institutionalized feel of 
it and taking away that hierarchy of 
nursing staff versus residents,” Be-
langer said. “At the end of the day, 
it’s the residents’ home.”

The partnership isn’t part of Fan-
shawe College’s Innovation Vil-
lage. However, it included job skills 
for the future and signature innova-
tive learning experiences (SILEx) 
included in Innovation Village’s 
mandate. During the President’s 
Update presentation, Rowe said the 
students gained an applied research 
SILEX, novel and adaptive think-
ing, social intelligence, and self-di-

rected learning skills.   
Since the students are also work-

ing with industry professionals, SI-
LEx will also gives them a taste of 
the workplace and what to do when 
people interacting with the designed 
space express dislike for it and what 
needs to be changed. 

“If you don’t have the opportuni-
ty to develop a thicker skin as a stu-
dent, it’s going to be very shocking 
when you’re in the real world,” she 
said. “Not only are students hearing 
things from profs, which is extreme-
ly important, they’re also hearing it 
from the chef, the CEO, the execu-
tive team, the nurses, you’re hear-
ing it from people who’d use the 
space.”

Rowe said implementing SILEx 
in Fanshawe’s programs gives the 
students an edge when they grad-
uate because they have hands-on, 
real world opportunities outside of 
the classroom and the office. 

“For a lot of students in different 
capacities, the first time they experi-
ence it is when they start working,” 
Rowe said. “Sometimes if you start 
in a more junior designer position, 
you might not leave the office all 
that much so it could be five or 10 
years after you graduate before you 
actually are in the moment.” 

The hon. bachelor of interior 
design students have also created 
restaurant plans for Museum Lon-
don and came to a job site with El-

lisDon. Belanger said her program 
likes to get students out of the class-
room as much as they can for these 
learning opportunities. 

“We need to understand as a col-
lege and a community that there’s 
so much learning past these doors,” 
she said. “Fanshawe’s great, but 
there’s so much that the world can 
offer that a building cannot, so I 
think that’s the important part about 
the SILEx is making sure that we 
are given the best learning out-
comes that might not necessarily be 
within these walls.” 

During the project, the students 
also got to meet the architect behind 
the McCormick Home building and 
present their ideas to him. 

Students designing spaces 
for McCormick Home

CREDIT: CHRISTINE BELANGER 

Third-year hon. bachelor of interior design students have an opportunity to create designs for McCormick Home. Fourth-year 
student Christine Belanger and her group designed a nursing desk, pictured here. 

Emily Stewart
INTERROBANG

On March 4, applause filled 
The Out Back Shack as Katyay-
ini Thakur was elected as the new 
Fanshawe Student Union (FSU) 
president.

“Thank you for showing so 
much faith in me and I just can-
not wait to serve you,” Thakur said 
when asked in a media scrum what 
she would say to her supporters. 

Although she was the only can-
didate running for FSU president, 
Thakur still campaigned as much 
as possible.

“I went to all the campuses and 
I tried to cover as many students 
as possible. I didn’t want this to be 
like a walkover victory,” she said. 
“I wanted the students to know 
who I actually am and what my 
agenda is.” 

She added that as FSU presi-
dent, she first wants to ask students 
what the FSU means to them.

“I do feel that a lot of students 
are not aware of it.” 

Students also elected eight new 
members to serve on the Student 
Administrative Council (SAC) 

Board of Directors. Zayaan Zakir, 
Prerna Yadav, Lakshmy Trikkur 
Muraleedharan, Kaivalya Dahale, 
Cole Ayerst, Allan Saji Chakku-

purackal, Naznin Akter, and Sta-
ceyann Stanley will serve as di-
rectors for the 2020/2021 school 
year.  Ayerst, the current chair of 

the SAC Board of Directors, will 
serve as director for a second time. 

In total, 2,390 ballots were cast 
in the election, compared to 3,235 

in the FSU By-Election in October 
2019. 

Visit fsu.ca/elections to read 
more about the results. 

Katyayini Thakur elected FSU president 

CREDIT: EMILY STEWART

A new Fanshawe Student Union (FSU) president and Student Administrative Council (SAC) Board of Directors have been elected. From left to right, Cole Ayerst, Zayaan Zakir, 
Prerna Yadav, Katyayini Thakur, current FSU president Keren Nanneti, Kaivalya Dahale, Allan Saji Chakkupurackal, and Lakshmy Trikkur Muraleedharan. 

Emily Stewart
INTERROBANG
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On Friday Feb. 28, Idle No 
More-London, Red Warriors, and 
Climate Justice London held an 
emergency protest in solidarity 
with Tyendinaga and Wet’suwet’en 
over the continued Coastal GasLink 
pipeline dispute in Smithers, B.C. 

A group of Tyendinaga Mohawk 
protestors were arrested just four 
days before outside of Belleville, 
Ont. 

Shawn Johnston is a Two Spirit, 
Anishinaabe photographer in Lon-
don, Ont., and the child of a resi-
dential school survivor. They were 
involved in the organizing of Fri-
day’s rally, and said that they hoped 
more people would continue to get 
involved in the discussion.

“The message that I try to tell 
non-Indigenous folks, is that this 
impacts all of us,” they said. “Peo-
ple just think that it’s an Indigenous 
issue and it’s not. I keep telling 
folks, we all live on the same land, 
we all breathe the same air, we all 
drink the same water.”

Around 200 protestors gathered 
at the gates of Victoria Park around 
2 p.m. and began a short walk to-
wards the railroad crossing near 
Richmond Street and Oxford Street. 

After a short stop there, they 
moved east down Piccadilly Street 
to the railroad crossing at Waterloo 
Street and Pall Mall Street, where 
they sang songs, shared speeches, 
and stayed warm around a fire un-
til they peacefully dispersed around 
6 p.m. 

Biinbigay Gizhig spoke at the 
rally and said that despite the dis-
tance from B.C., protests across can 
all make a difference.

“We want Canada and Canadian 
citizens to be aware of the situa-
tion that’s happening,” said Gizhig. 
“And one of the ways of doing that 
is to make sure to set up a blockade 
at a rail station, to set up a walk-
ing protest, whatever it may be. 
Because we want Canadians to be-
come conscious of what’s happen-
ing in this country.”

Solidarity protests have been 
ongoing across Canada since 
the RCMP began moving in on 

Wet’suwet’en territory in February. 
Protests across Canada shut down 
Via Rail and CN Rail service, put-
ting pressure on the federal govern-
ment to stop the construction of the 
Coastal GasLink pipeline through 
unceded land.

But protestors at Friday’s rally 
said this issue goes far beyond a 
pipeline.

“This has been an ongoing issue 
for centuries,” said Johnston. “The 
colonialism against Indigenous 
people, and the hurt, the lies, the 
raping of the land, the removal of 
our land, the murdered and missing 
Indigenous women. There’s just so 
much.”

One young protestor, who asked 
to be referred to as Julia, shared 
the sentiment that Friday’s gather-

ing was in the name of solidarity as 
much as it was awareness.

“I hope that other people, non-In-
digenous people, and everybody 
sees that the land is important to 
Indigenous people and that needs to 
be respected,” she said. “I hope that 

people can come together to help 
put a stop to colonial violence.”

On March 2, a tentative agree-
ment was reached by senior govern-
ment ministers and a Wet’suwet’en 
hereditary chief, and construction 
of the pipeline has resumed. The 

Wet’suwet’en people have still not 
approved the proposed agreement, 
but arrangements have been made 
to acknowledge land title rights. 

Editor’s note: This article was 
put to press on March 4, and pub-
lished March 6. 

Londoners protest in  
solidarity in Wet’suwet’en

CREDIT: HANNAH THEODORE 

On a frigid Friday afternoon, protestors 
gathered around fires atop the railroad 
crossing at Waterloo Street and Pall Mall 
Street.

CREDIT: HANNAH THEODORE 

Protestors gathered in Victoria Park before walking through the city and ending on the railroad tracks by Waterloo Street and 
Pall Mall Strev

Hannah Theodore
INTERROBANG

Fanshawe College will have its 
first Polar Plunge Week to raise 
money for Special Olympics On-
tario.

The Polar Plunge will be at four 
campuses, Woodstock, St. Thomas, 
Oxford Street, and Downtown. The 
events take place on the following 
dates:

• March 9: Woodstock from  
3 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

• March 10: St. Thomas at 
12:30 p.m. and 3 p.m.

• March 11: Oxford Street 
Campus from 3 p.m. to  
5 p.m.

• March 13: Downtown  
Campus from 3:30 to  
5:30 p.m. 

Derek Spence, a recent London 
Police Service retiree, said that after 
the successful first Fanshawe Polar 
Plunge on the Oxford Street cam-
pus in 2019, the event is back for 
another year. Fanshawe’s first Polar 
Plunge raised about $15,000. 

“We saw a huge opportunity to 
expand it and that’s why this year 
we moved it out to a full week and 
included other Fanshawe campuses 
in it,” Spence said.

For the past 30 years, Spence 
has been involved with the world-
wide Law Enforcement Torch Run 
for Special Olympics. The Polar 
Plunge is one of the largest Special 
Olympics fundraisers and raised 
nearly $500,000 across Ontario last 
year. Most of the money helps run 
regional, provincial, national, and 
global Special Olympics events and 
also covers registration costs and 

the athletes’ equipment. 
Last year, Law Enforcement 

Torch Run raised $3.3 million 
across the province for Special 
Olympics Ontario. Spence became 
involved with the Law Enforcement 
Torch Run after he met a group of 
Special Olympics Athletes at an ex-
hibition soccer game.

“They were such inspiring, gen-
uine people. I got to know them 
really well and their coaches, their 
volunteers, their parents, the fami-
lies, and over the years, I’ve gotten 
to know so many of the athletes on a 
personal basis,” he said. “Their sto-
ries are incredible and anything we 
can do to help out these tremendous 
people, I’m all on board.”

Spence encourages Polar Plung-
ers to wear costumes and to create 
challenges between programs and/
or classmates, including who can 

raise the most money and who can 
have the most participants on board. 

“It’s a lot of fun. It’s one jump into 
the water,” he said. “It’s a little cold 
at the time, but once you get out, it’s 

refreshing and you feel good after 
helping such a great cause.” 

You can register for the event, 
donate, and/or sponsor an athlete at 
polarplunge.ca. 

Fanshawe hosts first Polar Plunge Week 

CREDIT: BILL MILLS, PROVIDED BY DEREK SPENCE  

Fanshawe College President Peter Devlin taking part in the Polar Plunge, a fundraiser 
for Special Olympics Ontario. 

Emily Stewart
INTERROBANG
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Fanshawe College’s broad-
casting – television and film pro-
duction program has recently 
partnered up with the Stratagem 
Group, a collective of companies, 
which is looking to help attract 
more screen-based programming 
to the City of London.

A growing number of television, 
film and stream-based produc-
tions, both foreign and domestic, 
are taking place all throughout 
the country. This increase in pro-
duction has also led to an increase 
in demand for locations that can 
service the artistic and practical 
visions of content creators, as well 
as personnel that can assist those 
aims.

During the season where sec-
ond-year film students are present-
ed with the option of creating a 
capstone project or undertaking an 
internship, seven students earned 
the opportunity to be on the front 
lines of an initiative looking to en-
courage and support screen indus-
try productions in the Forest City.  

“We’ve been talking with the 
Stratagem Group for quite a while 
now about their interest in the 

London area. They’ve been work-
ing with other colleges for a while 
and so very quickly we started 
talking about how Fanshawe could 
work in association with them and 
what they’re doing,” said Romy 
Goulem, professor of theatre arts 
– performance, advanced film-
making and broadcast television. 
“They did a pilot project last year 
with one college, and now we are a 
part of year two of their long term 
commitment to try and find screen 
industry potential in outlying ar-
eas.” 

Participants in the project are 
looking to build an asset database 
of locations, personnel and other 
pertinent information that will help 
educate foreign filmmakers of the 
area and the services and supports 
therein, while subsequently pro-
viding opportunities to establish 
post-graduation connections for 
themselves.  

“I’m really hoping to make a lot 
of connections, create networks 
and just get to know people in the 
city of London who are in this in-
dustry and hopefully start a career 
from that,” said Timothy Richards, 
a second-year student in the film 
and television program.

The objective that these film stu-
dents will be undertaking is a carry-

over from last year’s initial launch 
by Stratagem, at the time employ-
ing only one other Ontario college 
to help in the endeavour. This year, 
the project not only includes the 
efforts of faculty and student body 
members of Fanshawe’s film and 
television program, but also 21 
other Ontario colleges, all look-
ing to help build similar databases 
within their regions.

“There’s two parts to what the 
aim of this project is, said Goulem. 
“The first part is something that 
won’t be able to be completed by 
the students who are doing it and 
that’s to create a database about as 
many aspects of our community 
that can relate to the production 
of screen industry work.  So in the 
seven weeks that our students have 
to do this, our goal is to get a solid 
foundation for this database that 
can then be taken on by future peo-
ple to move it forward.” 

Participants are given the chance 
to widen their local employment 
potential in their field.  

“The second part is for each of 
these students to become much 
more aware of what potential there 
is in our area for employment, be-
cause these are all students who 
want to stay and work here, which 
is the goal of all of this. We are try-

ing to make it so that people who 
are interested in the screen indus-
try as a career, don’t have to move 
to major centres to pursue it,” said 
Goulem.

It is an expectation of most stu-
dents that employment in the film 
and television industry requires a 
move to larger metropolitan areas, 
as they have traditionally been the 
locations that these productions 
take place.  

“Going into this program I had 
the mindset that by the end I would 
have to leave London for Toronto 
or some other big city to find work.  
Now with what we’re doing with 
this internship, I think that I might 
be able to come back home to Lon-
don in the future to work more per-
manently in my field,” said Julissa 
Bonilla, a second-year student in 
the film and television program.

New partnership brings cinematic 
opportunities to London

CREDIT: ANGELA MCINNES  

A new partnership could help those working in the film industry to stay in London 
following graduation. 

Marlon Francis
INTERROBANG

Fanshawe College staff and fac-
ulty got a chance to check out the 
London South Campus during its 
grand opening on Feb. 28.

The College’s newest campus, 
the former Westervelt College 
building, opened in September 
2019 and welcomed students pur-
suing the business and information 
systems, business management, 
retirement residence management, 
and agri-business management 
graduate certificate programs.

“This location serves as a gate-
way to the City of London and 
we’re so grateful to our local com-
munity partners and businesses that 
have been so welcoming to us as 
we arrived here in London South,” 
Dr. Nord Mensah, the associate 
dean for the London South Campus 
said during opening remarks. “Fan-
shawe’s very proud to be part of the 
London South Community and we 
are also very pleased that our stu-
dents, which number presently at 
404, and will be at close to 1,000 by 
this fall are bringing new vibrancy 
to the area.”

Patricia Hoffer, the chair of Fan-
shawe’s board of governors, spoke 
about Fanshawe’s graduation-em-
ployment rate, where 90.3 per cent 
of all Fanshawe grads find employ-
ment within six months of grad-
uating. The College’s rate is the 
highest of all Ontario colleges and 
is more than four per cent above the 
provincial average. 

Hoffer also said that 400 students 

at the London South Campus have 
part-time jobs in the area and the 
College’s population grew by 6.4 
per cent this academic year. 

Ward 14 Coun. and Fanshawe 
alumnus Steve Hillier spoke during 
opening remarks. He encouraged 
the London South students to talk to 
their teachers and to meet people in 
the South London area after class.

“You’re all international stu-
dents. You’re here in London for 
the very first time. This is the life 
experience you will never forget,” 
Hillier said. 

Ward 12 Coun. Elizabeth Pelo-
za, London North Centre MP Peter 
Fragiskatos, London-Fanshawe MP 
Lindsay Mathyssen and Elgin-Mid-
dlesex-London MPP Jeff Yurek’s 
executive assistant Delany Leitch 
were also present. 

Mary Pierce, the dean of busi-
ness, information technology, and 
part-time studies and the dean of 
the London South Campus, said 
the journey to a new campus began 
around a year ago when members 
of the College walked through the 
building. She said when exploring 
the new building, it’s hard to imag-
ine it wasn’t part of Fanshawe just 
a year ago. 

“You really can’t even believe 
that one year ago last week, we had 
not leased this building,” Pierce 
said. “None of this construction had 
happened.” 

The College also created new 
programming, performed commu-
nity work, and hired new staff to 
bring the London South Campus to 
life. 

Thanuja Abraham, a business 

management student, came to Can-
ada from India and started studying 
in January. After hearing about the 
case study component of the busi-
ness management program, she 
wanted to study at Fanshawe.

“Once you’re done your two-
year course and when you start 
working, you need to face real-life 
situations,” Abraham said. “You 
need to take decisions, you need 

to solve problems, so that’s what 
we’re doing in class.”

The case studies teach the stu-
dents about real London scenarios. 
The students also don’t need to do 
any additional research because 
they know about the companies 
and market from their program. 
Abraham also wanted to study at 
Fanshawe because of their graduate 
employment rate and facilities.

“The teachers are very profes-
sional. You can meet them any 
time,” she said. “The number of 
hours that we spend in college is 
competitively lesser than any of 
courses at any other colleges and 
we get to do a lot of things on our 
own.” 

Visitors had a chance to tour the 
London South Campus during the 
day. 

London South Campus 
celebrates grand opening

CREDIT: EMILY STEWART 

Mary Pierce, the dean of business, information technology, and part-time studies and the dean of the London South Campus, talked 
about the journey from touring the former Westervelt College building to creating the new Fanshawe College campus during the 
London South Grand opening. 

Emily Stewart
INTERROBANG





fsuinterrobang interrobang_fsu fsuinterrobang 7OPINION

About 3,500 years ago, the ruling class of 
Egypt believed that chaos could devour the 
world at any moment. 

In the waters under the flat Earth, the vi-
cious dragon, Apophis, waited for an oppor-
tunity to destroy everything. But the sun god, 
Ra, prevented that. Each evening Ra would 
finish his journey across the celestial waters 
and descend into the underworld. There, he 
would battle Apophis and cut it down.   

Dawn was a celebration because it meant 
that Apophis had not destroyed our home. Ra 
had saved the world yet again. And though 
Apophis regenerated itself during the day, Ra’s 
steady return to the underworld meant that the 
destruction of the world was held in check.  
Human life could continue. (And the children 
of Ra, the rulers of Egypt, could keep on con-
quering and enslaving their neighbours.)

Enter the Jewish people and a different 
faith. Page one of the Bible reveals a new 
world picture. The earth is still flat. There are 
waters below and above. The sun appears, 
and all the starry lights too. But there is one 
big difference in this picture.  The cosmos is 
stripped of gods.

According to the new faith the world does 
not remain a stable home for us because one 
of the gods holds in check the evil intentions 
of another. The world is trustworthy because 
there is one god. He enjoys creating and sus-
taining a world that is full of glory and won-
ders, and is a welcoming home for human be-
ings. It is the theatre in which we can create 
our societies. 

(There is also a dragon-serpent in the Bi-
ble’s story. However, it doesn’t show up till 
later. It causes a lot of damage. But it turns 
out to be a kind of misguided parasite whose 
future is doomed.)

Well, we might say, imaginative stories. But 
what can they mean for people today?  

I would suggest this: People continue to live 

in fear of chaos. 
Screenwriters play with these fears in zom-

bie apocalypse movies.  Doctors and national 
health agencies address such fears more se-
riously by quarantining people and holding 
back the advance of COVID-19.  Govern-
ments create police departments to prevent 
drug dealers and white collar criminals from 
unleashing their own brands of chaos. Every 
dictator, no matter their political leanings, jus-
tifies military takeover and torture by declar-
ing that without cracking down on dissidents 
their country will fall apart.

Some people claim that we can live very 
well without the god presented on page one of 
the Bible. I do not agree. Without trust in a god 

who has created the world and who continues 
to order the word in such a way that human 
societies can flourish if they so choose, fears 
of the sky falling are much easier to come by. 
And we become more susceptible to fearmon-
gering propaganda.

As it turns out, the Nazis were wrong when 
they said that without them chaos would de-
vour Germany. Communists were wrong 
when they said Russia would fall apart with 
them. Republicans are incorrect in claiming 
that the United States cannot survive without 
their brand of politics.  So are the Democrats.  

Some gender researchers claim that male 
domination and heterosexism are the greatest 
sources of the world’s evils. Canadian indus-

trialists are spreading a false gospel in stating 
that the world will die without an ever increas-
ing standard of living.  

These perspectives are exaggerated.  And 
my point is that without trust in a god who 
gives the world its life-affirming order, such 
exaggerations become more common and 
stronger.

So, I would say, work hard with the oppor-
tunities that God has laid out before you. Pray 
for his will to be done in the world. Do not 
panic with every hyper-inflated opinion you 
come across on your preferred websites. 

Be calm and strong. Count on God to stay 
with you to make life work for you and your 
community.

Lost secrets of the cosmos
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Opinion: There’s something to be learned today from ancient stories. 

Michael Veenema
RELIGION

Ask A Prof is a monthly column which an-
swers student questions on any topic. The 
Prof answering is Jim Benedek, a Professor 
in the School of IT’s office administration 
programs. Ask your question by completing 
the form at theinterrobang.ca/ask-prof.

Hey Prof,
Where can I find the best cup of coffee on 

campus?
Campus Coffee Connoisseur
Dear C Cubed,
The word “best” always gives me a bit of 

gas because it’s so subjective. The criteria 
you use to determine the best-ness of some-
thing almost certainly differs from the crite-
ria my Aunt Eloise uses. You may only drink 
coffee grown in the Blue Mountains in Ja-
maica whereas Ellie only drinks coffee when 
it’s accompanied by a couple of Timbits. 

My own coffee experience is greatly di-
minished when the cup seam lines up with 
the lid opening, causing seam-on-lip-itis. It’s 
a major pet peeve of mine and I’ve written 
letters, oh yes, I have.

We can probably agree that the follow-
ing things reduce our coffee consumption 
contentment to some degree: under-filling 
or over-filling the cup; double-cup versus 
sleeve; coffee dripping down the side of the 
cup or pooling on the yet unopened lid; and 
having to repeat your order three times at the 
drive-thru. Ugh, I’m feeling frustrated just 
thinking about it. Probably as frustrated as 

Justin Bieber when he tweeted about Tim-
mie’s new lids.

Instead of awarding the Best Coffee on 
Campus badge to any single cup, I thought it 
would be more helpful to compare what your 
coffee cashola gets you at the various outlets. 
I teach at the Oxford campus, so my experi-
ence is limited in scope. My apologies to the 
other campuses — except downtown London 
since they have more options for jitter juice 
than any other campus! All amounts include 
tax but not the discount you’ll get for bring-
ing your re-usable cup or mug.

• Carvery & Bakery — in A1001, 
serves Van Houtte and $1.85 buys you 
16 ounces.

• Circle K — at the corner of Oxford and 
First. A medium (16 oz.) costs $1.05. 
Their proximity to campus won them 
a place on this list, and if cost is your 
only criteria, Circle K is your winner!

• Falcon’s Nest — SUB, across from 
Fringe Co. hair salon. A 16 oz cup of 
Fair-Trade coffee costs $1.88.

• Grinders — in the Oasis. Their Mar-
ley Coffee isn’t available in a medium, 
but the small is $1.88 for 12 oz. and the 
large is $2.09 for 20 oz.

• Starbucks — Located in H cafeteria, a 
medium coffee (a.k.a “grande”) will set 
you back $2.78 for 16 oz.

• Timmie’s — There are 4 Tim Hortons 
on campus — Food Court Junction, 
Food Court in B building, a self-serve 
location near the D Café, and a location 
with extras in Z, down the block. For 
$1.85, you’ll get 14 oz.

You can decide which coffee you like best 
and with so many options, there’s really no 
reason to feel under-caffeinated.

Hey Prof,
I just got an email about the Student Feed-

back Survey. Do Profs really care about stu-
dents’ opinions?

A Member of the Silent Majority
Dear MSM,
The Student Feedback Survey takes place 

once every semester and it provides a won-
derful opportunity for students to commu-
nicate how they feel about their Professors’ 
approach to delivering their courses. The first 
part of the survey invites students to evaluate 
their experience by rating a statement like: 
starts classes on time; from “Never” to “Al-
ways.” The second part provides space for 
comments. 

Providing feedback is a learned skill and it 
differs considerably from expressing an opin-
ion. An opinion reflects the speaker’s prefer-
ences whereas feedback focuses on the audi-
ence with a view towards improvement. An 
opinion may sound like “Jim is a big dumb-
dumb head and I hate his class.” 

Feedback may sound like “Jim, I would en-
joy your classes more if you spoke a bit more 
slowly and included more activities.” Provid-
ing feedback is a greatly admired skill in the 
workplace and is a necessity for anyone who 
would like to manage or mentor others.

I’d like to think that every Prof reviews the 
feedback provided to them carefully. I appre-
ciate all my students’ feedback and I incorpo-
rate it when planning and delivering my fu-
ture classes. The positive comments remind 
me of the things that students find helpful and 
appreciate, and the constructive comments 
prompt me to improve my course by adding 
new components.

Fanshawe takes a number of steps to ensure 
that your feedback remains anonymous. If a 

certain minimum of students hasn’t respond-
ed to the survey, the results are not provided 
to the Prof. When the results are provided to 
the Prof, they are summarized so that no one 
student’s survey results are divulged. 

The comments are presented in a list so if 
you don’t refer to a specific situation which 
would blow your cover, your Prof will not 
know who wrote the comment. Finally, your 
Prof won’t get their results until early next 
semester, long after your final grade has been 
published.

So yes, please complete your surveys and 
provide some constructive feedback to im-
prove your learning experience and that of 
future Fanshawe students. If you don’t feel 
that the good karma which will accrue to you 
is adequate compensation, consider that you 
also have a chance to win $1,000 in FanBucks 
if you complete all of your surveys. This se-
mester’s draw is set for April 22, 2020. Now 
wouldn’t that have an impact on your level of 
satisfaction?!?

Ask a Prof: Finding the best cup of coffee

CREDIT: KARDAN_ADAM  

Advice: In the world of students and Professors, 
determining the “best” cup of coffee is a matter of 
personal taste.

Jim Benedek
ASK A PROF
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Now is the time to try out a 
Pokémon RPG (role-playing game) 
if you haven’t already. Exploring 
the vast regions, meeting dynamic 
characters, and finding a variety of 
interesting Pokémon is a lot of fun, 
whether you’re playing a classic 
title on your Game Boy or one of 
the newer games on the Nintendo 
Switch. 

The RPGs come with their own 
set of unique features to set them 
apart from each other, but the con-
cept is roughly the same for each 
game: try to catch ‘em all and be-
come the best trainer in the region. 

Whether you’re new to the be-
loved Nintendo franchise or want to 
play the games again after playing 
on your device for the last time, here 
are some dos and don’ts when try-
ing out a Pokémon RPG.   

Do: Study before forming your 
team. Each Pokémon has one type 
or a combination of two and their 
advantages and disadvantages. 
Studying types and type matchups 
is your best bet to gain an overall 
understanding of the game and to 
form a balanced team with multiple 
types so you’re prepared for any 
battle. Your team should also have a 
combination of moves that strength-
en your team and weaken your op-
ponent’s so you can be the very best, 
like no one ever was. 

Great online guides with ev-
erything you need to know about 
Pokémon include serebii.net, mar-
riland.com, bulbagarden.net, and 
pokemondb.net. 

Don’t: Be rigid when it comes 
to picking Pokémon. Every trainer 
knows what Pokémon they like and 
dislike. Unless you trade and/or use 
codes from special events, there’s 

a fair chance you won’t be able to 
catch ‘em all 896 (and counting) 
Pokémon. 

Some Pokémon are version-ex-
clusive and several Pokémon 
weren’t included in the most recent 
RPGs, Sword and Shield. Since nei-
ther game has the National Poké-
dex feature, you can’t even transfer 
other Pokémon from other games 
if they’re unavailable in Sword and 
Shield. 

Sure, it’s disappointing when 
your favourite Pokémon aren’t 
found in certain games, but that 
presents an opportunity to learn 
about other Pokémon.  

Not going to lie — all eight gen-
erations have some Pokémon with 
ridiculous names and/or designs. 
Don’t rule the silly ones out either. 
You never know, you might find a 
new favourite.  

Do: Know that the story-mode 
ease partly depends on the game 
itself. For the first five genera-
tions, you have to memorize type 
matchups and spend hours training 
each Pokémon to ideal levels. Go-
ing through the Pokémon League 
and facing the Elite Four and the 
Champion was a challenge. Unless 
you have an overpowered Pokémon 
knocking down the competition, 
it’s likely the Pokémon League bat-
tles occurred multiple times until 
victory. 

Now, your whole team levels up 
quickly with or without battling 
and the game now tells you how 
effective damage-dealing moves 
are against your opponent. The 
Elite Four and the Champion in the 
3DS games like X and Y are easy to 
defeat compared to past games, so 
becoming the new Champion barely 
feels like an accomplishment. 

Regardless of what game you 
play and who you pick as your start-
er, however, you’ll find it manage-

able if you have a balanced team at 
proper levels. Then again, facing 
Gym Leader Whitney’s Miltank in 
the Gold, Silver, Crystal and their 
remakes HeartGold and SoulSilver 
is a brutal time with any team. 

Don’t: Underestimate the pow-
er of online battling. There’s more 
at stake when battling friends and 
strangers on the internet, regardless 
of your levels and a well balanced 
team. You’ll need to know a variety 
of held items inside and out, and 
come up with a winning strategy. 

I’m not an online battling ex-
pert at all, but the best approach is 
to make it as hard as possible for 
your opponent to defeat you. Saving 
previous battles to your game’s VS 
recorder also gives you a sense of 
where to improve. In some games, 

you can practise with older battles 
as if you’re in a rematch.  

Do: Get a little competitive 
when you play with friends. 
What’s a good game without a lit-
tle competition? If you’re like me 
and lose in competitive battles of-
ten, winning is a great accomplish-
ment. Some friends who are more 
seasoned at online battling can also 
help you improve. Since the story 
mode is single-player, you can en-
joy Pokémon on your own, but com-
petitive battling is fun with fellow 
gamers. 

Don’t: Create a poisoned envi-
ronment for fellow trainers. This 
applies to new and long-time fans, 
whether they’re playing Pokémon 
or talking about it on social media. 
It’s OK to be a friendly competitor, 

find flaws in the games, and laugh at 
memes about how certain Pokémon 
seem to get all of the attention. 

What’s not OK is making peo-
ple feel pathetic about how they 
play Pokémon, which Pokémon are 
their favourites, and ultimately turn 
something playful and encouraging 
into something hostile and judge-
mental. 

There was a lot of social me-
dia outcry surrounding Sword and 
Shield leading up to the games’ re-
lease to the point where part of the 
fan base became more toxic than the 
TM (teachable move). 

Back in my day, playing Pokémon 
was just about having fun.  Let’s 
make Pokémon fun again and en-
joyable for all by keeping poison as 
a Pokémon type. 

Dos and don’ts of 
playing Pokémon RPGs 

CREDIT: LAM LE  

Gotta catch ‘em all! 

Emily Stewart
INTERROBANG

Board game nights are a great 
way to get together with friends for 
a night in. Just order some pizza, 
play some catchy music, and pre-
pare for some good old fashioned 
betrayal. 

Wait, what? Prepare for betray-
al? Yes. I said what I said. 

Any game is competitive by na-
ture, and having some competitive 
spirit makes the gameplay more 
enjoyable if you’re with the right 
group of friends. No matter how 
much being competitive is second 
nature, however, there are some 
games that will test the limits of 
your friendship. Feel free to play 
any and all of these games on your 
next board game night, but don’t 
say nobody warned you.   

Pandemic 
In Pandemic, up to four players 

work together to eradicate viruses 
before a pandemic occurs.

It might seem odd to include a 
barely competitive co-op game on 
this list, but a great team requires 
great collaboration skills. Anyone 

who has ever done a group proj-
ect knows that just because you’re 
friends, it doesn’t always mean 
you work well as a team.

Luckily, I had a positive expe-
rience playing Pandemic with my 
closest friends, but I can’t speak 
for every Pandemic player. 

Unstable Unicorns
Don’t let the cute and colourful 

cards fool you. Unstable Unicorns 
can get intense. The objective is 
to build your unicorn army before 
your opponents beat you to it, and 
try to take the opposing unicorn 
armies down.

Between blocking your oppo-
nents’ actions with the Neigh and 
Super Neigh cards, turning their 
unicorn herd into a panda herd and 
other tricks, you can expect your 
friends questioning your actions 
and/or tossing their deck of cards 
in frustration before they leave the 
room.  

Cards Against Humanity 
If there’s any game where you 

question your friends’ values and 
sense of humour and they ques-
tion yours, it’s Cards Against 
Humanity.

It’s not a problem when other 

players happen to share your awful 
sense of humour, but proceed with 
caution when playing this game 
with people who don’t.  

Granted, all of the cards were 
written by someone else, but you 
picked the offensive combination 
of cards. The person with the most 
winning combination of cards wins 
the game, so it’s disheartening 
when your card combo isn’t picked 
and you wonder why no one else 
thought it was funny. 

Risk 
Playing Risk with your friends is 

exactly that. Your friends will con-
vince you to form an alliance with 
them, only to take out your army 
in the next turn. Every move you 
make should be with caution as all 
of the other players are calculating 
their next attack. 

Monopoly and its many 
versions 

For some reason, everyone has 
their own idea of how Monopoly 
should work. 

It’s brutal enough to discov-
er your dream home was already 
scooped up by someone in real life. 
The expression ‘relax, it’s just a 
game’ need not apply when you’re 

house-hunting in a board game — 
especially if people have their own 
rules when playing. 

There are several variations of 
Monopoly where you buy other 
items unrelated to real estate, but 
those versions are not safe either. 
Dog-opoly involves buying dogs, 
for example, and people will take 
advantage of knowing you have a 

favourite breed and buy it before 
you have a chance. 

Uno 
Proceed with caution when 

playing Uno. There’s a reason why 
people say this classic card game 
ends friendships. You’ll under-
stand after playing.  

You can find all of these games 
on amazon.ca, if you dare. 

Friendship-testing board games 

CREDIT: LAM LE  

True friendship is measured by how much you like each other after a round of 
Monopoly.

Emily Stewart
INTERROBANG
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The transition from adolescence 
into adulthood is a confusing, in-
vigorating, scary yet beautiful ex-
perience. For many young adults, 
this transition begins with school. 
It’s a time in your life where you 
are learning a great deal about your-
self very quickly, especially when 
living away from home. Quinton 
Fisher and Chevaughn Adamson’s 
experiences are no different. 

While both are first-year students 
in the broadcasting: television and 
film production program, their 
journeys of self-discovery while 
living on residence differ greatly.  

Quinton Fisher
Fisher lives in a three-story town 

house residence comprising of six 
bedrooms, two and a half bath-
rooms and a full kitchen. Although 
similar to his family home, Fisher 
enjoys the change of scenery.

“I was born 15 minutes away 
from where I lived my entire life. 
It’s nice to experience something 
different.” 

Unprepared for the routine inde-
pendence would require, Fisher’s 
expectation of school varied greatly 
from his experience.

“My expectation was it was go-
ing to feel like a vacation away 
from home but it’s nothing like I 
thought. I thought it was going to 
be wake up, go to school and have 
fun but it’s not. It’s not not fun.” 

Realizing the responsibility that 
comes with independence, Fisher 
has matured a great deal while liv-
ing on residence. 

“I do everything myself. I get 
[all] my laundry done, I get all my 
dishes done, I get all my homework 
done; living at home I didn’t get 
any of that done. Since I am alone, 
I realized it’s not going to get done 
so I have to be more independent 
and just do it.”

Fisher believes the space in his 
residence provides space for his 
growth. The town houses provide 
the choice to be alone or social, giv-
ing him the feeling of more control 
over his life. This has helped him 
discover new parts of himself, spe-
cifically his organizational skills. 

“I have chores I do; I have set 
times I do things; I have a schedule 
now. I didn’t know I would enjoy 
laundry, it’s relaxing [and] calm-
ing. I do get my alone time when I 
want it but if don’t want alone time 
I can [always] find something else 
to do.” 

Having friends who live in the 
traditional residences gives Fisher 
an appreciation for the peace and 
privacy of his home.

“You’re not on top of each other 
as much in the town house. With 
the traditional [residence], it’s a 
lot more bickering between room-
mates because you only have like 
200-square-feet. If I am hanging 
out in the living in a traditional, I 
can hear [everything].”

Fisher’s best advice for any 
newcomers to residence is to write 
things down because your memory 
will betray you, pack simple and 
have fun. 

Chevaughn Adamson
In a side by side four-bedroom 

unit with only a living room to 
share, there’s not much privacy left 
for Adamson: a reality of tradition-
al residences. 

Having lived away from home 
playing professional soccer over-
seas, Adamson is no stranger to 
living with strangers. After a ma-
jor sports related injury, Adamson 
found himself back at home to heal 
but already he was antsy to create 
his own world again.   

“Everywhere I’ve been I’ve cre-
ated a world; in England — soccer. 
In Canada — my family. In Jamai-
ca — my [extended] family. There 
was always someone.”

Feeling stuck in the in-between 
was Adamson’s new reality; going 
back home was his way of redefin-
ing it. This provided the space for 
him learn he needs privacy and au-
tonomy over his time. 

“I feel like I knew subconscious-
ly but never acknowledged it; you 
know you want [to be around] fam-
ily but you know you need your 
space. The day I knew I needed 
that was when I got in my car and 
drove two hours to Windsor just be-
cause.”

Having learned these lessons 
about himself, Adamson found his 
transition from home to residence 

as simpler this time around.
“Living in England with the soc-

cer team, we had obligations: we 
had to go to training, we had to go 
to team dinners, we had to get to 
know each other. Here, I do what 
I want to do, there is no itinerary.”

This newly found control over 
his life has taught Adamson to be 
more patient and lenient to the 
world around him especially with 
his bittersweet experience living on 
campus. 

With the mindset to prepare for 
the worst and pray for the best, Ad-
amson’s experience with racism on 
residence was on par with his ex-
pectations until a chance encounter 
in the shared laundry facility. 

A student wore a white t-shirt 
depicting a confederate flag on the 
front with a blurred image of Em-
mett Till one the back alongside 
the names of other victims of hate 
crimes. 

“I’ve met some great people but 
at the same time [some of] those 
people turn out to be not so great. 
Definitely expected some of the 
racism [but] I didn’t expect a con-
federate flag.” 

Adamson realized the impor-
tance of maintaining control in that 
moment. Instead of reacting to the 
young man, he chose to do his laun-
dry and leave despite his anger. He 
saw this as an opportunity to prac-
tice his restraint and self-control in 
hopes it translates into fatherhood.

“In the next five to ten years I’m 
going to be having kids and I don’t 
want to be a hothead around [them].

The compact living conditions of 
a traditional residence tested Ad-
amson throughout the year; how-
ever, it helped develop the most 
authentic version of himself.

“You have to be able to be com-
fortable looking in the mirror and 
say ‘I did what I was supposed to 
do today and tomorrow I’m going 
to do the same’.”

Like Fisher, Adamson’s best ad-
vice for first years is to have fun but 
most importantly be yourself.

“Get to know your roommates. 
If you don’t know your roommates, 
you don’t feel comfortable in your 
space. Don’t let people change you 
because of social pressures [and] be 
yourself, hands down.”

A look into 
residence life

CREDIT: CHEVAUGHN ADAMSON  

A glimpse into the realities of living in residence.

Ilhan Aden
INTERROBANG

The video game industry has 
evolved a lot since its infancy; 
one interesting development has 
been the inclusion of the LGBTQ 
community in some form. From 
the past to the present, let’s look 
at how games have represented the 
community. 

1980 to 1988: The commu-
nity is mostly represented by 
non-player characters (NPCs) 

Main representations of LGBTQ 
themes were seen with certain 
characters, although, most were 
forgotten due to poor representa-
tion or visibility. Characters were 
relegated as NPCs that were either 
villains or in supporting role posi-
tions. They were used a tokenism 
way to market them as “different” 
or to be punchlines in jokes. 

The earliest game to feature one 
was Le crime du Parking (1985), 
a French mystery game. Paco was 
not only the game’s main culprit, 
but was a tailor, a drug dealer and 
gay too. The “being gay” part is 
added as almost an afterthought 
and probably only to show a di-
verse cast. 

1989 to 1996: Changes in 
localizations 

LGBTQ characters were becom-
ing visible around this time, such as 
Alfred Horner from Dracula Un-
leashed (1993), the first to have a 
speaking role. Some of these char-
acters had effects on game local-
izations, such as Poison from Final 
Fight/Street Fighter (1989), one of 
the first transgendered characters in 
gaming. Poison was replaced in the 
Western localization due to having 
LGBTQ relations. Adventure and 
computer games were making the 
most direct references at this time, 
but were strongly stereotyped.

Ironically, some American de-
velopers were giving characters 
plotlines. Phantasmagoria: A Puz-
zle of Flesh (1996) was one of the 
first to depict homosexuality in a 
positive light with the natural form-
ing relationship between Curtis, the 
protagonist, and the NPC, Trevor. 

1996 to 2002: The age of too 
much sexiness

Games with hypersexualized 
characters were appearing often 
during this period, such as Lara 
Croft in Tomb Raider. Characters 
were used in sex-themed adver-
tisements, including LGBTQ char-
acters. The couple Hana and Rain 
from Fear Effect 2: Retro Helix 
(2001) were put in full-page ads in 
sexy poses to promote the game to 
male players.

Not all was lost to the sexiness, 
for there was also a rise of games 
with player-centric relationship 
mechanics. The player can hang 
out with side-characters to build a 
relationship with them, sometimes 
even ending up as a couple. Some 
of these games gave the option for 
players to choose to date and/or be-
come a couple with someone of the 
same-sex. 

This was seen mostly in 
role-playing games (RPGs) where 
a character’s sexuality was entire-
ly fluid based on the needs of the 
player. For example, in the game 
Star Ocean: The Second Evolution 
(1999), you could play as either 
Rena or Claude and had the option 
to go on dates with same-sex party 
members.

2003 to 2012: The start of  
better representation in both 
AAA and indie games 

Most LGBTQ references in 
AAA games (games made by a 
mid-sized or major publisher) were 
mostly off-handed comments or 
joke references with strong hints 
to the character’s sexuality. Also 
common were ‘camp gay’ stereo-
type characters, where they have 
or show effeminate characteristics, 
such as Jann from Valkyria Chroni-
cles (2008). Video game developer 
BioWare made itself the exception 
with the inclusion of the lesbian 
Jedi knight Juhani from Star Wars: 
Knight of the Old Republic (2003).

However, it was the indie indus-
try that was in the lead. Most games 
were visual novels and interactive 
adventure games that were infor-
mative to non-LGBTQ audiences 
exploring issues in the community, 
such as homophobia. 

2012 to present: AAA studios 
catching up to the indie industry

Gone Home (2013) was a turn-
ing point for the AAA market as 
it proved that alternative styles of 
games could thrive in the modern 
industry, thus, developers could 
take risks to try new things.

By the mid-2010s there was a 
rise of good LGBTQ representation 
in games across multiple genres. 
An important example is Ellie from 
The Last of Us (2013). She is be-
loved as a solemn, brave and ma-
ture character, which had caught 
players by surprise when it was 
revealed she was a lesbian. Her re-
lationship with her friend Riley has 
been considered as a breakthrough 
moment for its natural portrayal in 
an AAA game. Floodgates opened 
for developers to push visible 
LGBTQ characters representation 
in their games by focusing on what 
they do and who they, not just their 
sexuality.

A history of LGBTQ 
representation in 
video games

CREDIT: SONY INTERACTIVE ENTERTAINMENT  

Ellie of The Last of Us is a milestone character for LGBTQ representation in video 
games. 

Cynthia Kaczala
INTERROBANG
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Now, I’m not saying I enjoy or 
encourage challenging events to 
take place in my life, but let’s be 
honest, we all know s#!t happens.  

Sometimes it’s just the nuisance 
of a thing that can drive you to 
search for an alternative, solution 
or remedy that will calm your 
nerves. I am of the stock that would 
throw temper tantrums and feel de-
feated upon having to face those 
opportunistic moments to flex my 
creative muscles. With age and a 
more controlled and tempered de-
meanor, I have grown to accept the 
fact that these vexing situations are 
a chance to become the next Nikola 
Tesla. 

The heat of the summer real-
ly drains my energy, as it does to 
many. It makes my ability to sleep 
near impossible. Comfort levels are 
non-existent especially when you 
feel like you’ve just stepped out of 
the shower in full attire. 

Living in an apartment building 
with no central air conditioning 
makes spending time indoors a 
heavy, sticky and smelly experi-
ence. A built-in receptacle, for air 
conditioning units, is positioned in 
an area that isn’t compatible with 
the electrical feng shui of the rest 
of the apartment. This generates 
cool air in a tiny corner of my home 
that can be occupied by anything 
other than people.  

My bedroom is incapable of 
vacating the humidity that builds 
throughout the day, so even with an 
oscillating fan, the most relief I can 
hope for is that of dragon’s breath 

blowing hot air on me. There were 
only so many things that I could do 
to keep cool, especially before go-
ing to sleep. 

I could strip down to my gitch-
es, take a cold shower, or soak in 
Aloe Vera waiting for that cool 
effect to take place. All of these 
‘solutions’ have been attempted, 
with windows wide open, but none 
maintained their cooling properties 
long enough. Then, I had a eureka 
moment!  

Now, it isn’t without its flaws, 
but for me, when the alternative is 
an inability to fall asleep because it 
is so muggy, the trade off is worth 
it. Early in the day I take a clean 
face cloth or hand towel, soak it 
with water and then wring it out.  I 
then take and place it in a plastic 
bag and put it in the freezer. 

Just before bed I go back to the 
freezer and remove the now frozen 
hand or face cloth, unfold it and lay 
it across my bare back or stomach. 
My body temperature would in-
stantly cool down and my ability to 
fall asleep would improve tenfold.  
Satisfaction! Now, as mentioned, 
my solution isn’t without its flaws, 
mainly, what becomes of the frozen 
towel once you’ve fallen asleep?  
But some annoyances are worth 
dealing with over others, so waking 
up to a wet towel underneath me is 
a risk worth taking if it means free-
dom from sleepless nights.

While my idea may not be the 
next hot ticket item on the Forbes 
Fortune 500, it does provide a solu-
tion for me that I badly needed 
solved. In today’s economy, more 
and more ingenious ideas are being 
offered to the masses, some inex-
pensive ideas such as my own as 

well as more intricately designed, 
yet simply applied, solutions to 
problems that occur on a regular 
basis. Below are a list of some of 
these items on the market around 
the globe today:

• A bread clip used to reattach 
a button to clothing

• Electronic door assist buttons 
that are near a person’s feet 
as well as their hands

• Highlighters with a clear sec-
tion that allows the user to 
see what they’re highlighting

• Rotating benches with a 
crank on either side that keep 
the seat dry after a rainfall

• Addressing difficulty re-

taining class lessons and 
homework by affixing a bar 
code to homework that when 
scanned takes you to a tuto-
rial that further explains the 
lesson plan

• Elevators with floor buttons 
near your feet for those mo-
ments when your hands are 
full

• Toilet paper with a smaller 
roll on the inside so that peo-
ple can take it on the go

• A Japanese public toilet that 
has a privacy button that 
plays music while you do 
your business so no one can 
hear you

• Dressing rooms that allow 
you to choose what type of 
lighting you can try clothes 
on in (for a more accurate 
assessment of what you look 
like)

• A bathroom with a button 
that informs employees that 
you’ve run out of toilet paper

Who knows, maybe you’ve con-
cocted a solution for an every day 
problem and are on the brink of 
consumer popularity.  In any case, 
when these every day annoyances 
make an appearance in your life, 
don’t fret, just get busy getting 
creative and who knows what your 
imagination will conjure up. 

Necessity: The mother of all creation 

CREDIT: LAM LE  

What home remedy invention have you created that could translate to $$$?

Marlon Francis
INTERROBANG

Where do you start with one of 
hip-hop’s most enigmatic figures? 

Madlib is an elusive artist to say 
the least. Currently, the only way to 
reach Madlib is potentially through 
his iPad, as he does not own a phone. 
The point is, he does not want to be 
bothered as he devotes himself to 
his craft and the pursuit of digging 
through record crates. 

Madlib also does not usually par-
ticipate in interviews and when he 
does, he does not open up very much. 
Madlib keeps up the elusive image 
because he wants to be remembered 
for his music, not for his celebrity. 
To respect that, this introduction to 
Madlib will focus on the music. 

Madlib is most known for his pro-
duction efforts and collaborations 
with MF DOOM, J Dilla and most 
recently, Freddie Gibbs. Madlib has 
a penchant for pseudonyms. His 
solo names are Quasimoto, Yester-
day’s New Quintet, DJ Rels, the 
Beat Konducta, and the Loop Digga 
amongst others. During collabora-
tions, he will often blend the names 
of each artist to make new pseud-
onyms like Madvillain, Jaylib, and 
MadGibbs. Other famous associat-
ed acts include Peanut Butter Wolf, 
Talib Kweli, De La Soul, Hemlock 
Ernst and Mos Def. 

A lot of the genius behind Madlib 
comes from his ear. Madlib is con-
stantly buying and listening to re-
cords. It is rumored that he has over 
four tonnes of records in his LA-
based studio. A lot of Madlib’s sam-
pling comes from soul, funk and 
Brazilian jazz music. The first step 
to understanding Madlib’s genius 
is to listen and do your homework. 
Here is a guide to some essential 
listens that will introduce you to 
Madlib:

The MadGibbs albums: Piñata 
(2014) and Bandana (2019) 

Piñata is the result of one of the 
greatest producers of all time team-
ing up with one of the best living 
rappers in order to produce “a gang-
ster Blaxploitation film on wax,” 
according to Madlib in a press re-
lease. They delivered with gusto, as 
these projects are considered mod-
ern masterpieces already. In a 2013 
Rolling Stone interview, Madlib 
said that he sees Freddie Gibbs as 
“a new version of Tupac.”

Madvillainy — Madvillain  
(MF DOOM and Madlib) (2004) 

Madvillainy is one of the great-
est rap albums of the 2000’s. MF 
DOOM is a deep, raspy-lyrical 
assassin that hails from the under-
ground. Check out his album Mm.. 
Food for an introduction. The tone 
of this album is a couple of super-
villains having way too good of a 
time in the hood. 

However, Madlib’s production is 
what makes this image pop so well. 
Mixing the sounds of gangster-rap 
with the vast wealth of samples that 
Madlib has accumulated results in 
a timeless album. This album de-
serves an in-depth analysis of the 
samples and lyrics. Give this album 
a listen immediately, it will always 
be one of the all-time greatest hip-
hop records. 

Yessir Whatever — Quasimoto 
(Madlib) (2013)

This is one of my all-time fa-
vourite Madlib projects and one 
of my favourite rap albums in 
general. Quasimoto is an alter-ego 
of Madlib’s that was birthed out 
of not liking the sound of his own 
very deep voice. To combat this, 
Madlib slowed the recorder down 
and rapped slowly over his tracks, 
then later he speeds the rap up. The 
sped-up version of the raps results 
in the cartoony, high-pitched voice 
of Quasimoto. 

Quasimoto is depicted as a 
small, yellow aardvark-like alien 
that is often brandishing a brick 
with a cigarette in his mouth. The 
cartoony look and sounds of Qua-
simoto fits in well with Madlib’s di-
rection of the character. Quasimoto 
can be seen as a satirical take on 
the gangster-rap genre with come-
dic bars about serious topics like 
drug-use, violence and sex. An el-
ement of braggadocio is prevalent 

throughout Quasimoto’s discogra-
phy which is a welcome change to 
the typically reserved Madlib. 

Madlib is hip-hop’s best kept 
secret. Start with these four proj-
ects and you will be on your way 
to an understanding of some of the 
greatest musical efforts in hip-hop. 

Check out some of Madlib’s solo 
work with these projects: Yester-
day’s New Quintet, the Beat Kon-
ducta and any of the jazz albums he 
has released. Enjoy hip-hop’s most 
reclusive genius and the incredible 
acts associated with him. 

An introductory guide to 
hip-hop’s mad genius: Madlib

CREDIT: MADLIB INVAZION/ESGN/KEEP COOL/RCA RECORDS

An introductory listening guide to Madlib, beginning with the MadGibbs album 
Bandana.  

Haydn Rooth 
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In this week’s segment we are 
going to get a little personal and 
talk about bowel movements — 
we are all humans and we all 
go to the bathroom, so let’s chat 
about it! 

Fibre is extremely important 
for your overall health. It can 
assist in reducing constipation, 
normalizing bowel movements, 
lower the “bad” cholesterol and 
your risk of developing type two 
diabetes, colon cancer and heart 
disease. Additionally, it can assist 
with weight management as fibre 
can help you feel fuller and more 
satiated for longer. 

Seems pretty important right? 
Unfortunately, most people are 
not getting enough fibre — not 
even close. Americans consume 
between 10 to 15 grams of fibre 
per day, while the USDA’s rec-
ommendations for people under 
50 years of age is 25 grams for 
women and 38 grams for men, 
according to health.harvard.edu. 

Fibre comes from plant forms 
of foods that your body cannot 
digest. Unlike other food com-
ponents such as protein and fat, 
which is absorbed into the body, 
fibre remains intact. There are 
two recognized types of fibre: 
soluble and insoluble. Both types 
are good for us and we should 
aim to eat a variety of high fibre 
foods. 

Soluble fibre dissolves in 
water and forms a gel-like con-
sistency. Soluble fibre helps to 
lower “bad” cholesterol levels, 
reduce the risk of heart disease 
and stabilize blood sugar levels. 
Soluble fibre can be found in 
black beans, avocado, Brussel 
sprouts, sweet potato, broccoli, 
pears, apples and oatmeal. 

Insoluble fibre promotes the 
movement of material through 
the digestive system and increas-
es stool bulk (helpful for those 
who experience constipation or 
irregular stools). Insoluble fibre 
can be found in whole wheat 
flour, wheat bran, cauliflower, 
green beans, and potatoes. 

It is important to note that 
we should try to stick to “whole 
food” sources of fibre as much 
as we can. Stay away from fibre 
supplements such as Metamucil 
or Benefibre (unless recommend-
ed by your doctor), as they do not 
come with the added benefits 
of vitamins, minerals and other 
important materials that whole 
foods do. 

Last week, we talked about 
the benefits of nutrition facts, in-
gredient labels and what to look 

for. For fibre specifically, choose 
foods that contain more fibre. Per 
serving, aim to choose cereals 
with six or more grams of fibre, 
pasta with four or more grams, 
and breads and crackers with 
three or more grams. 

On the ingredient list, look 
for whole grain. Unfortunately, 
“12 grain” or “multigrain” likely 
means the grains are refined and 
do not have the whole grain still 
intact therefore, they are presum-
ably lower in fibre.

If you are looking to reap the 
rewards of having regular, com-
fortable bowel movements, and 
increase your overall health, here 
are some ways that you can easily 
incorporate fibre into your diet. 

Breakfast: Begin your day 
with a high fibre cereal (look for 
10 grams or less of sugar too!), 
or incorporate nuts, chia seed 
or ground flax seed, fruit and/or 
oats to plain yogurt, Greek yo-
gurt or smoothies. 

Lunch and Dinner: Add veg-
etables, beans and/or peas into 
soups, chilies, stews, omelettes, 
and pasta dishes. Add berries, 
nuts and/or seeds to a fresh salad 
with an oil-based dressing. 

Snacks: Make raw vegetables 
your go to snack! Carrots, sugar 
snap peas, broccoli, cauliflower, 
and/or green beans. Use a healthy 
dip such as hummus, salsa or 
homemade guacamole. Another 
great snack option is air-popped 
popcorn; keep the butter and salt 
to a minimum, and try a no salt 
added spice blend!  

Trainer tips: 
- Keep the skin/peels on pro-

duce such as potatoes, apples and 
cucumbers as half of the fibre is 
found within the skin. 

- Products that claim added 
fibre usually contain “inulin” or 
“chicory root” — many people 
complain of gassiness and bloat-
ing after eating foods with added 
fibre. 

- Drink lots of water! Fibre 
works best when it absorbs into 
water, making your stool softer 
and easier to pass. 

- Add fibre into your diet slow-
ly to allow your gastrointestinal 
tract time to adapt. 

Consider some of these options 
if you are looking to increase 
your overall health, improve 
bowel movements and/or work 
towards weight management. 

If you experience any diges-
tive distress, such as constipa-
tion, or are planning to dramati-
cally change your diet, seek out 
your physician’s advice first. 

Katherine is a Fitness & Wellness Coordinator at the Student Wellness Centre.

CREDIT: FCAFOTODIGITAL 

Fibre is an all-encompassing benefit to your health, yet most Americans are 
getting less than half of the daily recommended amounts.

Should I be eating 
more fibre? 

HEALTH & FITNESS 
Katherine Ricica

Before there was life-changing 
moving pictures, books were the 
source of entertainment that could 
bring solace on a rainy day. 

Nowadays, opening a book is 
only required in the English class-
room, and outside of there, option-
al. This is a sad truth that belongs 
to the youth of this generation, and 
a reality that needs major alter-
ing. The joys of cuddling up with 
a good book is one that people 
should have the fortune of expe-
riencing. What is a better way to 
leave the worries of the world, and 
the source of all your stresses, then 
to go to an alternate universe in the 
pages of fantastical imagination?  

In the theme of geek, nothing 
speaks quirkier than suddenly 
laughing at a witty comment the 
hero or heroine of the book made 
or crying precisely two minutes 
later because the best charac-
ter dies dramatically as a heart 
wrenching sacrifice to save the 
world. That my friends is the thrill 
you get when you open the sacred 
pages of a good book. 

If my words have yet to con-
vince you of the greatness that 
awaits you in the world of litera-
ture, then maybe if you read some 
more of my words, I can have you 
reading a book in no time at all. 

1. The best kind of snuggling 
They say that the best cuddle 

partner is a human, but contrary to 
the common belief, I like to think 
that the pages of a good book be-
tween your fingers under the fluff-
iest blanket is a much better com-
panion. I say this with complete 
confidence and experience. The 
comforts of a good book make 
the best parts of the worst of your 
days. So, the next time you feel 
like you need something to snug-
gle with when you’ve had a snail 
day, consider the thrill of turning 
the pages of a good book. 

2. A fictitious world 
Sometimes it’s good to leave 

our earthly concerns behind and 
delve into a world full of fantasy 
and completely unrealistic imag-
inations that will relieve you of 
any worldly ties. There are various 
genres you can get your hands on, 
fantasy (definitely my favourite), 
sci-fi, romance, paranormal, and 
so much more that you can choose 
from to have as your choice for a 
world to step into whenever your 
heart desires. 

3. Stress no more 
The stresses of the world are 

continuous and unfortunately will 
be evermore as long as we live and 
breathe. But I have a piece of so-
lace that can bring comfort to the 
disastrous truth that we call our 
reality: books can be the cure to 
all stresses, even if just momentar-
ily. As you flip through the pages 
of the next biggest adventure that 
awaits you in the golden pages of 
the best book on your shelf, you 
will forget even the most daunting 
of stresses that burdens your mind. 

4. It makes you smarter. 
What?! 

Oh yes, when you open a book 
and read its words, knowledge is 
the only thing that you could gain. 
I never believed my teachers, 
mostly because it took so much ef-

fort to read the complicated words. 
However, bit by bit, I grew accus-
tomed to the complex words, and 
complex words became part of my 
day to day vocabulary. 

After reading every book that 
gathered dust on my shelves, nev-
er having been touched, I aced all 
my essays the following year after 
that summer filled with literature 
and glorious reads. So, yes, books 
do provide the greatest source of 
knowledge that ever graced our 
world. 

5. Bring out the emotions 
If you had a bad day and just 

need a good laugh, then the pages 
that store witty and humorous her-
oines await you on the shelves of 
libraries and book thrift shops that 
are abundant in our city. And may-
be you need a good cry, there are 
many gutting tragedies that need 
to be read, and I assure you tears 
will spill on command. 

So, if you crave for your emo-
tions to be spilled and touched on 
another level, only the best stories 
could make you feel every feeling 
at once. 

The endless delights that the 
pages of books can offer a person 
is astonishing and a relief to our 
hearts, knowing that whenever we 
choose to leave the world we live 
in, a book will always be present 
to entrap us in its boundless imag-
ination. Even if you have never 
experienced the delights of a good 
book, as the old saying goes, it is 
never too late to start. 

Book-lovers 
assemble 

CREDIT: SALMA HUSSEIN 

Nothing de-stresses the soul like a good book that offers boundless pages of pure 
imagination to discover. 

Salma Hussein 
INTERROBANG
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Shudder’s latest exclusive horror, 
Bliss, has recently splattered its way 
onto screen. 

Featured in many film festivals, 
I had high hopes for this film. Un-
derstanding this film was lower 
budget, it was still ultra creative, 
extremely graphic and for most of 
it, nauseating. Bliss is a horror film 
that is definitely not for everyone, 
especially those who are faint of 
heart. 

Bliss features a brilliant paint-
er, Dezzy (Dora Madison Burge), 
who stumbles upon every artists’ 
greatest fear — a creative block. 
Resorting to hard-core, experimen-
tal drugs, Dezzy falls into a drug in-
duced haze that helps her complete 
her masterpiece. 

However, everything has a price. 
Dezzy is faced with horrific visions 
of sex, death and a hint of vampir-
ism. She must overcome it all to fin-
ish her work. 

While horror films that base their 
plotline around drugs or other sub-
stances are not my favourite, they 
do have their place in the horror 
genre. Unlike others, Bliss brought 
a whole new layer to the subgenre: 
vampirism. It added a sense of mys-
tery (and at the beginning, confu-
sion) and gave some purpose to the 
high level of gore found in the film.

Bliss starts off fairly tame, but 
gets increasingly gorier and disturb-

ing until you are left with the final 
explosion at the end of the film. The 
practical effects used in the film 
gave it an old school horror feel, but 
was still absolutely gut wrenching. 
For those who gag at the sight of 
blood, I would highly recommend 
avoiding this film.

With the blood and guts aside, 
Bliss was so nauseating that it felt 
unwatchable at parts. The horrific 
soundtracks mixed with the flash-
ing lights, quick camera movements 
and multi-coloured rooms made 
it extremely visually unappealing. 
Some scenes it felt like there was so 
much going on at once that it was 
hard to focus on the movie. Bliss 
definitely torments every human 
sense (except for smell) and it even 
provides a warning at the beginning 
of the film for how many flashing 
lights are utilized. 

While the plotline of Bliss is 
pretty straightforward, it feels like 
the movie drags on forever, even 
though it was less than an hour and 
a half. There is a lot of random, drug 
induced filler throughout the entire 
film that just starts to feel overdone. 
This film would’ve been better off 
as a horror short. However, the film 
does wrap up with a pretty epic and 
disgusting ending. 

Bliss is a horror film that is defi-
nitely not for everyone. Its visually 
upsetting, filled with horrendous 
gore but manages to have a pretty 
unique underlying story. For those 
who enjoy the darker and odder side 
of film, Bliss is something definitely 
worth checking out. For those who 
like their classic slasher or monster 
movies, I probably would avoid this 
film like a vampire avoids the sun.

Bliss: Drug-induced madness

CREDIT: SHUDDER  

Bliss has some of the least blissful visuals imaginable. 

Joshua R. Waller
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When I was about two-years-
old, I would stand in my living 
room singing and dancing to the “I 
say a little prayer for you” scene 
in the movie My Best Friend’s 
Wedding. 

Ever since, my parents knew I 
would grow up to have a huge pas-
sion for the theatre. I’ve always 
been a performer, and grew up in 
a small town where I wasn’t ex-
posed to a lot of Indigenous prac-
tices like the rest of my cousins. 
I turned to the theatre to express 
myself. I always had a hard time 
expressing myself because of be-
ing bullied a lot and theatre was a 
way for me to open up in another 
element.

Growing up, I have always felt 
a huge connection with my dad 
because he pushed me a lot to 
get involved with the theatre and 
never doubted any of my abilities. 
When I was 12, he introduced me 
to some of the classic musicals 
like Gentlemen Prefer Blondes, 
Funny Girl and West Side Story. 
He pushed me out of my comfort 
zone and helped me audition for a 
musical called The Sweetest Girl 
in Town. 

I got a role in the chorus, and 
just knew that this is what I want-
ed to do with my life. The follow-
ing year I had my first lead role 
in a show where I got a chance to 
believe more in myself. My dad 
pushed me to go for it and I went 
for it.  

By 2016, I was only exposed to 
small town productions, but I had 
the once in a lifetime opportunity 
to go to New York City on a school 
trip to see a show on Broadway and 
spend a few days exploring. My 
parents knew how much I loved 
theatre, so they scraped together 
what they had and worked hard 
to send me on this trip. From the 
very first moment I stepped foot in 
NYC I just knew that I wanted to 
make it on the big stage one day. 

Theatre to me is like music to 
everyone else. I found with theatre 
that I could express myself with-
out judgement and without fear 
because I could escape myself for 
a while and play the role of some-
one else. I have always struggled 
with anxiety and other mental 
health problems, but theatre was a 
place for escaping for a while and 
when performing everything felt 
right with the world.

In 2017 I had lost touch with 
myself and was struggling a lot 
with my mental health. I had just 
started the theatre program at 
Canadore College and being away 
from home for the first time was 
rough. But theatre was an escape 
for me.  

Now, even though I wasn’t 
treated fairly at Canadore and my 
classmates made me feel invalid 
I still had an escape route. I used 
to sit in my dorm room and watch 
my favorite musicals every night 
as a way to unwind. We were not 
allowed to do any plays outside of 
classes our first year, so I’d per-
form for my roommate instead. 

Through theatre I found a new 

group of people 
who understood me, 
and I found a group 
on Facebook called 
“All Things Broad-
way” full of people 
just like me. I was able 
to share my passion 
and love without the 
fear of being judged 
for what I like. I love 
a lot of musicals and 
plays, so I put to-
gether a list of a few 
that have helped 
me continue to get 
through some of my 
rough days. 

Now the first one 
is not technically a 
Broadway musi-
cal, but it is one 
of my favorites. 
This one is 
called Walk the 
Line and is the 
story of Johnny 
Cash and his wife 
June Carter Cash. 
This musical is one 
that not many people 
know about, but I think they 
should know about.  

The second musical on my list 
is Funny Girl. Barbra Streisand 
is honestly a huge inspiration of 
mine and she has shaped the world 
of musical theatre in a huge way. 
This musical opened up so many 
doors for me and because of it I 
found one of my best friends. 

My third musical that I feel like 
people need to watch is My Fair 
Lady. My Fair Lady stars Audrey 

Hepburn and it is such a classic. 
I made it through geography in 
grade nine because of the song 
“The rain in Spain.” 

The last one that holds a huge 
place in my heart is Dear Evan 
Hansen. This musical is a fairly 
recent musical, but it is important 
to me because it talks about the 
importance of mental health. Not 
many musicals talk about men-
tal health but this one does, and 
I feel like it is important because 
this issue is important. Being a 
person who suffers from mental 
health problems being able to see 
a musical and see characters going 
through what I go through, while 

teaching the importance of said is-
sue helps me understand more that 
I am not alone.

Overall theatre has shaped my 
life and is something I am huge-
ly passionate about. I have found 
a way to express myself and get 
away from the world for a bit. No 
matter if I am performing or just 
watching something, I feel content 
for a while. 

Theatre is a way for me to feel 
confident without overthinking 
everything. Theatre has opened up 
so many doors and opportunities 
for me that I am so thankful to live 
in a world where we can express 
ourselves through the arts.

What theatre 
means to me

Savannah Bisaillon 
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: DYLAN CHARETTE  

Can theatre change a person?
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Technology is developing day by 
day, or minute by minute consider-
ing how advanced it has become in 
a matter of few years. 

With artificial learning, it feels 
like you are being watched every 
moment of your life. The way you 
like or dislike things, what you are 
planning to buy, what service you 
want to obtain is presented in front 
of you along with several options. 
It’s fascinating and creepy at the 
same time. Do you ever feel like 
your phone/computer is reading 
your mind? Well, it’s not, it’s learn-
ing from you and your habits to 
present to you the content that you 
want to watch.

While there have been several 
debates on deciding if AI (artificial 
intelligence) and machine learning 
fall on the beneficial side or disad-
vantageous side, the advantageous 
side seems to win the majority of 
the time. According to the Gallup 
poll held in the U.S. in 2018, 79 per 
cent of people agreed that AI would 
have more positive change than 
negative.

With AI, people’s privacy is 
being majorly invaded, and ev-
erything we do is being stored in 
cloud data for the machine learn-
ing to work and get smarter. Along 
with that, it might learn to do a lot 
of tasks that are done by humans 
to earn their livelihoods, and that 
can result in reducing employment 
opportunities.

Machines can become smart 
enough to do most of the tasks 
that humans do, but they won’t be 
able to learn human morals and 
act with emotions. Acting morally 
and emotionally is important for 
humanity and if machines cannot 
learn to do so, they won’t be able 
to make wise decisions in situa-
tions where human emotions are 
involved.

According to the same Gallup 
poll, 63 per cent of respondents 
said they believed that AI can in-
crease the chances of economic in-
equality. They expressed concern 
that the jobs done by humans now 
will be taken over by machines due 
to advancement in AI, and in turn 
people who work a normal labour 
job will become jobless creating a 
major gap between the rich and the 
poor classes.

On the other side, there are innu-
merable advantages to the advance-
ment of AI. We are getting accus-
tomed to using AI in daily life tasks, 
from talking to a virtual assistant 
(Siri, Google Home) to getting sug-
gestions from Google Maps for di-
rections. Completing multiple tasks 
for humans, AI and machine learn-
ing can help humans save their time 
and use their energy to increase their 
efficiency and make their overall 
living experience better and easier.

Machine learning can also help 
improve safety and security in busi-
ness and for people. Machine learn-
ing can detect malicious activity 
and stop planned attacks either in 
businesses or on people. It can also 
be used in the navy and air force 
to keep better tabs on enemies and 
make safety plans.

Overall, machine learning and AI 
has been very beneficial to humans 
to date, and it will be for several de-
cades from now. However, as it is 
said that “too much of anything is 
never good,” if the computers be-
come smarter than humans, in the 
long run, it might be a major threat 
to humanity. 

There should be a way to make 
artificial learning have boundaries 

that are almost impossible to figure 
out at this point. But hopefully in 
the future with research, humans 
will be able to figure out a way to 

use machines as much as they are 
being helpful and increasing ef-
ficiency rather than them taking 
over society.

Machine learning: A threat to humans?

CREDIT: JUVERIYA MOMBASAWALA 

Can machine learning take over human society?

Juveriya Mombasawala
INTERROBANG

Sometimes it’s hard to get good 
merchandise from our favourite 
series/video games that we so des-
perately want to get our hands on 
in person. 

Why not try looking for stuff 
online? Buying stuff from over-
sees is kind of hard to do if the 
website is not in your native lan-
guage. The following list of stores 
are in English and ship interna-
tionally too, so you don’t have to 
worry about the package not being 
able to reach you.

Amiami.com 
This store carries official mer-

chandise from Japan with a range 
of items, such as keychains, cal-
endars, figures, blankets, cloth-
ing, etc. You’ll usually be able 
to find something that you want 
from your favourite game or an-
ime since they have a large cata-
logue of series. And they never 
really run out of items, since it’s 
constantly updating with new mer-
chandise. You can even pre-order 
items months in advance and they 
have a back-order system to resell 
popular items. 

Play-Asia.com
Its products are mostly electron-

ics-related, like CDs and video 
games. They even sell game store 
credit, such as PlayStation Store 
cards. Make sure to check out the 
item’s information on the page 
too, since some items are in other 
languages only. 

Mandarake  
A chain store in Japan that 

sells used merchandise, basically 
a digital thrift store. It’s the per-
fect place for getting something 
cheaper than what you can get it 
new. One of their main hits is that 
you can get for a low price lots of 
doujinshis, which are fan-mangas 
made by fans of an anime/manga 

or game that usually features the 
original cast of characters and plot 
from the source material.

Link: order.mandarake.co.jp
Lootcrate.com 
They sell boxes filled with 

randomized merchandise from 
pop culture series like anime or 
video games that are based on a 
theme each month. Items inside 
can range from things like pins 
to mugs to figures. Sometimes 
they sell crates that focus on one 
franchise with all the items inside 
revolving around that series. Most 
crates have a loot pin included that 
can be used to unlock bonus stuff. 
You also can sometimes get a Loot 
Crate version of an item. These are 
products that are different from the 
original in some way. 

Loot Vault
Mostly a collection of items that 

were stock leftovers from previous 
Loot Crate boxes. Sometimes you 
can even buy whole crates that 
were sold in the past.

Link: vault.lootcrate.com
Bokksu.com
A Japanese snack version of a 

loot box. They come with Japa-
nese snacks, tea stuff and a culture 
guide, which tells you more about 
the snacks. They have a vegetarian 
box available and sometimes they 
have themed ones selling too. 

Rakuten Global Market
Like Amazon or eBay, Rakuten 

sells a variety of items, such as 
clothing and cosmetics. These 
items come from both small com-
panies to big named brands. The 
items sold change from time to 
time depending what’s in stock. 

Link: global.rakuten.com
Storenvy.com 
The store is like Etsy, offering 

both fan-made items and used of-
ficial products. There is a range of 
items to buy, such as prints, key-
chains, figurines, cosplay, etc.

Hobbylink Japan 
Similar to amiami, however, 

their products are mostly figure 
related things, such as Nendoroids 
and Gunpla (Gundam models). 

Link: hlj.com
Tokyo Otaku Mode 
Has a wide selection of items 

to choose from. The store has 
literature available in Japanese 
versions and exclusives from Ja-
pan, such as magazines. It also 
has a lot of apparel items, such as 
J-Fashion stuff.

Link: otakumode.com
Proxy websites are places you 

visit when you can’t purchase an 
item you want because they only 
ship domestically. For some extra 
fee they will buy product for you 
and send it to you. Most sites have 
some preset stores that you can 
browse through without leaving 
the proxy. If the store you want to 
buy from isn’t there, then you can 
usually input a link to the item’s 

page and order that way.
Here’s a list of some proxy web-

sites:
• ZenMarket: zenmarket.jp/en
• FromJapan:  

fromjapan.co.jp/en
• Buyee: buyee.jp
• Tenso: tenso.com 
“It’s dangerous to go alone,” so 

take this list of online stores into 
consideration when trying to satis-
fy your nerdy needs.  

Geeky places to shop online  
for your international nerd stuff

CREDIT: DYLAN CHARETTE  

There’s no better feeling than tracking down that one elusive nerd gem. 

Cynthia Kaczala
INTERROBANG



ACROSS
1. Robin Williams role
5. “ The Girl Who Played with 

Fire” author Larsson
10. Childish retort
14. “East of Eden” director Kazan
15. Baseball manager Joe
16. Christmas carol
17. Type of flatbread
18. Score 100% on a test
19.  Fela ___, Afrobeat  

music pioneer
20. Has every intention of
22.  Homoerotic Greek poet 

dubbed “The Tenth Muse” 
by Plato

24. Barbershop request
25. Ninth Greek letter
26.  1978 arcade classic  

from Japan
31. Spanish boys
33. Good reputation, informally
34. Fr. pronoun
35.  One ___ (children’s  

ball game)
36. Willow for wickerwork
38. Yesterday, in Québec
39. Opp. of pos.
40. Elbow counterpart
41. Member of la familia
42.  It went “where no man  

has gone before”
46. Germany’s ___ Valley
47. Olin of “Chocolat”
48. Card game for two
51. Picture show?
55.  Mr. Burns’s teddy bear on 

“The Simpsons”
56. Billy Joel’s “___ Extremes”
59. British marshal of W.W. I
60. Walkie-talkie word
61. Social worker’s load
62. Church calendar

63.  TV newsman Potter  
and others

64. Clear, as a disk
65. Thomas Hardy heroine

DOWN
1. Disease cause
2. Sunburn soother
3. Moreno of “West Side Story”
4. Cosmetics container
5. Interference
6. On the way
7. Anger
8. Much: Prefix
9. Recovers from
10. Rubber stamp go-with
11. Early course
12.  Actor Green of “Buffy  

the Vampire Slayer”
13. Assortment
21. Spanish ladies
23. Hardly any
25. With regard to, in a memo
26. Unexpected obstacles

27. Less cordial
28. Omit
29. Regretter
30. “Your Majesty”
31. Like average folks, in Britain
32. Frosts, as a cake
36. Not benched, in hockey
37. Prognosticator
38. Isn’t totally out of the race
40.  Berlin Zoo polar bear that 

made news in 2007
41. In perfect condition
43. Baseball statistics
44. Dishes
45. Went up again
48. Black, in poetry
49. Bay
50. Not up and about
52. Alpine river
53. Without equal
54. Freudian topics
57. Long-jawed fish
58. Mama bear, in Madrid

GEEKING OUT
The Hobbit
Rubiks Cube
Chess
Harry Potter
Comic Books

Dr. Who
Cosplay
String Theory
Ice Coffee
Magic Tricks

Cooking
Star Wars
Pets
Anime
Pokemon

Puzzle rating: Hard
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 grid contains the 
digits 1 through 9. That means no number is repeated in any column, row or box.

http://www.dailysudoku.com/

hardDaily Sudoku: Thu 16-Jan-2020
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http://www.dailysudoku.com/

hardDaily Sudoku: Thu 16-Jan-2020

(c
) D

ai
ly

 S
ud

ok
u 

Lt
d 

20
20

.  
Al

l r
ig

ht
s 

re
se

rv
ed

.
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1 3 9 2 7 4 5 6 8
2 8 7 6 1 5 3 9 4
4 1 2 7 6 3 9 8 5
7 6 8 5 4 9 2 1 3
5 9 3 8 2 1 4 7 6
9 4 6 1 5 2 8 3 7
8 7 5 3 9 6 1 4 2
3 2 1 4 8 7 6 5 9
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“Intellectual passion drives out sensuality.” — Leonardo da Vinci
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Capricorn

Horoscopes
Aries 
Refrain from acting too quick-

ly. Give yourself a chance to di-
gest what’s going on and what 
your options are before making 
a move. Listen carefully. Gather 
information, and sort out what’s 
valid. Someone you least expect 
will use charm to persuade you 
to do something you shouldn’t. 
Complications will prevail if you 
let your emotions take over. 
Keep your thoughts and opin-
ions to yourself. 

Taurus
A change of heart will help you 

adjust your course. Spend time 
on personal growth, enlighten-
ment and getting into tip-top 
shape. Social events will open 
the door to exciting encounters. 
Helping out is honourable, but 
don’t let anyone take advantage 
of you. Offer what’s fair. Sign up 
for something that will enhance 
your knowledge or inspire you to 
update your skills.

Gemini
Live and learn. Use your expe-

rience to weed out the people in 
your life who are advantageous 
and those who are not. It’s time 
to get rid of unwanted baggage 
as you move forward. Self-de-
ception will surface if you don’t 
look at situations honestly. Walk 
away from bad habits, poor influ-
ences and unsavory conditions. 
What you do to help yourself will 
pay off. Time spent making im-
provements will help you realize 
your worth. 

Cancer
Stop worrying and start do-

ing. Recognize what you’ve got 
going for you, and pick up the 
pace. Don’t limit what you can 
do or how you can help. Money 
and emotions will not mix well. 
Use your imagination, and you 
will come up with a plan that 
is cost-efficient as well as easy 
for you to do on your own. Get 
together with an old friend or 
colleague. A change looks prom-
ising.

Leo
Take one step at a time. If you 

try to cram too much in all at 
once, you will fall short of your 
goal. Don’t donate, lend money 
or possessions, or share person-
al information with anyone. Pro-
tect against identity theft. Use 
moderation in your personal and 
business dealings. The chang-
es going on in the industry you 
work for will affect where or how 
you do your job. Be sure to stay 
on top of any technical updates 
to ensure that you are not ex-
pendable. 

Virgo
What you discover will change 

the way you do things and how 
you handle others in the future. 
Be open to suggestions and 
ready to embrace change. An 
emotional situation will escalate 
due to someone withholding in-
formation. Your involvement in 
a humanitarian organization will 
bring you in contact with some-
one who inspires you. A personal 
change will be uplifting and lead 
to compliments as well as unex-
pected offers. 

Libra
Don’t let an emotional situ-

ation that develops hold you 
back. Sign up for something that 
will make you think about your 
alternatives and consider how to 
serve your interests best. Don’t 
let a change someone makes 
end up costing you emotionally 
or financially. Make a change at 
home that will help you take care 
of your responsibilities quickly 
and still leave time to do some-
thing with someone you love. 

Scorpio
It’s up to you to bring about 

change if that’s what you want. 
Don’t wait until it’s too late to 
make a difference. Share your 
thoughts and plans, and stand 
up for those who have no voice. 
A problem at home or with joint 
money will surface. Deal with 
issues swiftly. Consider an op-
portunity to learn or to travel. 
Expand your mind, and new op-
portunities will sprout. Say little 
to avoid an awkward situation. 

Sagittarius
Consider what you want to 

do with the rest of your life. Re-
uniting with someone from your 
past will reawaken some of the 
dreams you used to have. Don’t 
be fooled by someone tell-
ing you what you want to hear. 
Question the change of heart 
or the generosity that someone 
offers. Keep your money in a 
safe place. Eliminate temptation 
before it has a chance to entice 
you. Don’t spend what you don’t 
have.

Capricorn
Live in the moment, and enjoy 

what life has to offer. Socialize 
with people who bring out the 
best in you and you in them. 
Love and romance should be 
priorities. Don’t trust someone 
you work alongside to give you 
an accurate assessment of a sit-
uation you face; it will end up 
costing you. A partnership with 
someone you respect will take 
you in a new direction. Map out 
a plan, and get things up and 
running. 

Aquarius
Stick to what you know and 

do best. Work quietly behind the 
scenes where you can accom-
plish the most, and you will find 
a creative alternative to a prob-
lem you encounter. Stick close 
to home. Don’t let anyone use 
deceptive tactics to push you 
in a direction that isn’t in your 
best interest. A change to the 
way you handle your personal 
affairs will be necessary if you 
have allowed someone access to 
information that you should have 
kept secret. 

Pisces
Sort through your financial re-

cords and get things updated for 
taxes. You’ll feel better once you 
know where you stand and what 
you can afford to spend. Emo-
tional mishaps are likely if you 
don’t communicate openly and 
honestly. A clear picture of what 
you want and are willing to give 
will help you move forward with-
out setbacks. A positive lifestyle 
change is heading your way.

Freshman Fifteen

By Alan Dungo
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The Fanshawe Falcons’ men’s 
and women’s volleyball teams fin-
ished their Ontario Colleges Ath-
letic Association (OCAA) Provin-
cial Championships run. 

Press releases from Fanshawe 
Athletics described the team’s fi-
nal provincial games of the season 
and honours received by Fan-
shawe’s own student-athletes. 

The women’s volleyball team 
celebrated another year as OCAA 
Champions after winning 3-1 over 
the Humber Hawks. The teams 
traded points in set one, where the 
Falcons had a slight edge thanks 
to Tarea Heshka (bachelor of en-
vironmental design and planning) 
and Janelle Albert (business - mar-
keting). Kiana Lee (fitness and 
health promotion) delivered a kill 
to continue Fanshawe’s lead and 
the Falcons snatched a 25-18 win.

Mattea Deleary’s (bachelor of 
early childhood leadership) hit and 
Ashley Rafferty’s (business) dump 
gave some momentum for Fan-
shawe, but the Hawks swooped 
in and grabbed a 25-18 win in set 
two. Lee’s right side kill gave the 
Falcons a strong start as Albert 
rallied plenty of digs and a pair 
of kills to give the Falcons a 16-8 
lead. Lauren Reycraft (business - 
marketing) shifted the Falcons to a 
25-18 victory in set three.

Although Humber led most 
of the fourth set, Albert scored 
three kills in a row for a 14-14 tie. 
During the deciding set, a large 
block from Kim Hardy (occupa-
tional therapist and physiotherapy 
assistant) tied up the score at 24. 
Albert’s kill give the Falcons a 
lead by a single point. Katie Stew-
art (fitness and health promotion) 
delivered the game winning hit 
and Fanshawe won the fourth set 
27-25. 

Rafferty was the Player of the 
Match and Lee and Deleary be-
came Tournament-All Stars. For 

the second year in a row, Albert 
was named the Tournament MVP. 

The men’s volleyball team 
dropped the OCAA bronze medal 
match in a 3-2 loss to the Geor-
gian Grizzlies. While the Falcons 
had a strong start with 25-23 wins 
in the first two sets, the Grizzlies 
snatched a set three win 25-22 and 
then a 25-23 fourth set win. The 
Grizzlies won the fifth and final 
set 15-13.

Ewan Mason (recreation and 
leisure services) led the Falcons 
with 19 points. Luke Blissett 
(bachelor of commerce) earned 16 

points and Mike Liscumb (general 
arts and science) earned 11 points 
for the Falcons. Mason received a 
Tournament All-Star honour and 
Liscumb was declared the Player 
of the Match. 

Prior to Provincials, the Falcons 
were honoured for their athletic 
performance. Albert was named 
the OCAA Player of the Year. She 
set new Fanshawe women’s vol-
leyball records with most kills in a 
season at 269 and most points in a 
season at 322. On average, Albert 
scores 5.9 points per set, a .382 
kill percentage. 

Deleary was named an OCAA 
West Division Second Team All-
Star. Liscumb was also named 
an OCAA Second Team All-Star. 
Lauren Vahrmeyer (business) and 
Mason became part of the OCAA 
West Division All-Rookie Team. 

The women’s volleyball team 
will head to the Canadian Col-
legiate Athletic Association 
(CCAA) National Championships 
from March 11 to 14 in Quebec 
City. They will face the Red Deer 
Queens in the quarter-final match 
on March 12. 

Falcons’ women’s volleyball advances to 
Nationals, men’s volleyball concludes season

CREDIT: CANADORE COLLEGE/FANSHAWE ATHLETICS 

The Fanshawe Falcons’ women’s volleyball reigned as Ontario Colleges Athletic Association (OCAA) Provincial Champions. The men’s volleyball team dropped the OCAA bronze 
medal match during a tight, five set game with the Georgian Grizzlies.

Emily Stewart
INTERROBANG

On Feb. 29, the Fanshawe Fal-
cons women’s basketball team were 
on home court for the final time 
this season, in a win-or-go-home 
playoff game against the Loyalist 
Lancers. 

The winner of this game would 
clinch the team into the Ontar-
io Colleges Athletic Association 
(OCAA) Provincial Championship 
tournament on March 6 to March 8 
at St. Clair College. 

In the first quarter, fifth-year for-
ward Natalie Warren (tourism and 
travel studies) opened the scoring 
for the Falcons with a smooth mid-
range jump shot and scored seven 
first quarter points. Rookie for-
ward Grace Shea (pre-health sci-
ences) scored four straight points 
with drives in the paint to make 
a 21-6 lead at the end of the first 
quarter. 

Fans saw more of this in the sec-
ond quarter. Senior guard Mikhaila 
Wright (tourism and travel studies) 
deflected passes and controlled re-
bounds on the defensive end, but 
also got those rebounds on the of-
fensive glass as well. One of these 
offensive rebounds gave the team 
some second chance points by 
rookie forward Jordan Braekevelt 
(recreation and leisure services). 
At the end of the half, second-year 
forward Alison Cotton (office ad-
ministration) blocked a shot giving 
a lot of momentum and waking up 

the crowd, as the halftime score 
was 43-23.  

In the third quarter, fifth-year 
guard Chuot Angou (protection, 
security and investigation) went 
off, scoring 12 points and draining 
some huge three-pointers that put 
the crowd on its feet. Second-year 
forward Mackenzie Van Dyk (ear-
ly childhood education) had two 
blocks of her own to bring the home 
crowd on its feet. Despite Loyalist 
making a small run of their own, 
it was a little too late as Fanshawe 
clinched a spot in the OCAA Cham-
pionship with a 92-54 win. 

Wright had an impressive dou-
ble-double performance, with 14 
points, 14 rebounds, and 5 assists. 
Angou, Warren and Van Dyk all had 
double digit points as well with An-
gou being the highest scorer with 
17 points. Warren had 13 points and 
Van Dyk was a key contributor off 
the bench with 10 points. This game 
is also in the history books as this 
game made a new Fanshawe play-
off record for most team assists, 
making 30 assists as a team.

Head Coach Bill Carriere also 
made a new milestone. Carriere 
now holds a 200-72 record (includ-
ing OCAA and Canadian Collegiate 
Athletic Association [CCAA] play-
off wins). 

“You’re not as good as your staff 
and you’re not as good without your 
players, so thank you to them,” Car-
riere said.  

The Falcons used a lot of defen-
sive pressure, only letting the Lanc-
ers score 25.8 per cent of the shots 

they attempted. 
“I think our girls played great de-

fense, consistently putting pressure 
in which creates turnovers,” Carri-
ere said of the game. “The key to 
almost every game is defence, so 
we got to be prepared and almost all 

of the competitive teams that win 
championships play great defence.” 

“This was a great team effort,” 
Angou said after the game. “My 
teammates kept finding me open on 
offense, but our team played great 
today.”

The Falcons will now play in 
the OCAA championship hosted 
at St. Clair College. They will play 
their first game against the Durham 
Lords (14-3, third place in the East 
division) in the OCAA quarter-final 
at 3 p.m. on Friday, March 6.  

Women’s basketball team clinches 
Provincial Championship spot

CREDIT: SKYLAR MCCARTHY 

Number 21 Ashleigh LaBlance (police foundations) is driving into the paint with two Loyalist defenders against her. 

Skylar McCarthy
INTERROBANG
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For the last 43 years, if you’ve 
been in the market for the ultimate 
luxury vehicle, one of the best an-
swers has been the BMW 7 Series.

It has always lead the way in 
terms of technology and perfor-
mance, but nowadays, buyers tend 
to gravitate towards luxury SUVs 
over luxury sedans; so will the 
latter become extinct like the di-
nosaur or should buyers ditch the 
utility boxes and keep the big se-
dans in business?

To find out, I spent a week with 
the 2020 BMW 750Li to see if it’s 
still relevant.

Styling: Let’s address the ele-
phant in the room first. Yes, like 
pretty much every new BMW, this 
updated 7 Series has a large front 
grille. The internet is having a ball, 
making Photoshopped images of 
the front end with the grille becom-
ing as wide as the car.

When I saw pictures of this new 
front end, I also thought it was 
too big for the car. However, after 
a few days of living with it, I got 
used to it, and now actually think 
this car looks very good!

My favourite angle is from the 
rear ¾; the revised tail lights give 
this car an elegant, sophisticated 
look. I know that “beauty lies in 
the eye of the beholder,” but in my 
opinion, the new BMW 7 Series is 
the nicest looking car in its class.

Interior: Open the door, and 
you’re greeted by an interior that is 
very well made, featuring excellent 
materials, and lots of technology. 
In fact, my tester even had mas-
saging chairs and a fridge — now 
that’s classy.

Space has never been an issue 
with the 7 Series, especially in the 
long-wheelbase ‘Li’ trim. This is 
the roomiest BMW in existence, 
and one of the few cars where the 
rear seat passengers get even more 
room to lounge in.

Its infotainment system offers 
everything you’ll possibly need, 
whereas technology such as a 
head-up display help you keep 
your eyes on the road.

Engage adaptive cruise control, 
and it’ll not only keep you from 
running into the car ahead, but 
also keep you in its lane. In short, 
if there is a bit of automotive tech-
nology on the planet, the 7 Series 
has it.

But… there is a “but!” While 
the interior is well made, well 
equipped, and comfortable, it just 
doesn’t feel like a special place 
to spend time in. The problem — 
I think — is that smaller BMWs, 
such as the 3 Series and the 5 Se-
ries, have very similar interiors, 
and hence the 7 Series doesn’t 
make you feel like you’re in some-
thing unique. I hope that for the 
next 7 Series, BMW does an inte-
rior that has no resemblance to any 
other BMW model. Perhaps, BMW 
should consult with one of the car 
companies it owns, i.e., Rolls-
Royce, and pick up hints on how to 
make the car’s occupants feel extra 
“special.”

Powertrain: Under the hood is 
a familiar 4.4-litre V8 engine that 
BMW has been using for a de-
cade or so. However, for 2020, it 
is a bit healthier, as this twin-turbo 
unit now produces 523 horsepow-
er and 553 pound feet of torque. 
This is essentially the same engine 
as found in the new BMW M850i 

coupe and convertible. Power 
is fed to all wheels via an eight-
speed automatic gearbox, which is 
smoother than melting chocolate.

Performance & Driving Dy-
namics: There are cars you in-
stantly fall in love with, and some 
cars take time to grow on you — 
this 750Li falls under the latter.

Go for a short drive, and it’ll feel 
too plain, and not give you enough 
feedback. A short drive might lead 
you to believe that this is a boring 
car.

Live with it for a bit, and you’ll 
find its sweet spot. You’ll learn 
what type of throttle inputs really 
wake it up, and how its all-wheel 
drive system works. You’ll also 
learn that it has cameras and sonar 
radars that read the road ahead of 

you, so the car adjusts its ride ac-
cording to what dip or pothole you 
might hit. Hence it just glides over 
things that would jolt you in a nor-
mal car. I think the only thing that 
could potentially ride better than a 
BMW 7 Series is a hovercraft.

Once you’ve discovered the 
charms of this car, nothing else 
will do. This might be a limousine 
of a car, but trust me, it can out 
handle many sports cars. The grip, 
the chassis and suspension layout, 
the steering (which does feel very 
robotic at first) all work extreme-
ly well, to get you from point A to 
point B as effectively as possible.

If you like to drive — and I mean, 
really drive — you will understand 
why this is very possibly the most 
capable luxury car on the planet. 

This is a rolling masterpiece.
Fuel Economy: In my fuel 

economy test (where I drive a vehi-
cle 170 kilometres on the highway 
+ 130 kilometres in the city) the 
2020 BMW 750Li averaged 12.4 
litres per 100 kilometres. How a 
car this big, heavy, and powerful, 
drink this little gasoline is beyond 
me! I mean, this drank the same 
amount of fuel as a Subaru Ascent 
– despite the 750Li having twice as 
many cylinders and carrying more 
weight.

This, I suppose, is the magic of 
BMW engineering.

Pricing: All this excellence 
doesn’t come cheap. The 2020 
BMW 750Li has a base price of 
$126,900. My very well equipped 
tester had nearly $30,000 in op-

tions — for a total as tested price of 
$156,300. A lot of money, for sure, 
but you also get a lot of car.

Verdict: The 2020 BMW 750Li 
is not the prettiest car on sale, and 
nor does it have the greatest inte-
rior ever designed for a car. How-
ever, when you consider its perfor-
mance and handling, and the fact 
that this is the final step before you 
get to something extreme — like 
a Rolls-Royce — then it begins to 
make sense. The world might want 
SUVs, but I still prefer luxury se-
dans, and the 2020 BMW 750Li is 
about as good as they come.

For additional car related con-
tent, please look up: Automotive 
Affairs on YouTube at youtube.
com/c/automotiveaffairs and on In-
stagram at @automotive_affairs.

2020 BMW 750Li: Cruise missile
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It may not be the prettiest car, but the 2020 BMW 750Li makes up for its shortcomings with its performance and handling. 
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