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†TERMS & CONDITIONS: Submit your original photos on Instagram with the designated #FSUInterrobang hashtag to have a chance to be printed in next week’s issue. By including the hashtag, you agree that we may print your photo and that your photo does NOT 
contain: (a) copyrighted works (other than owned by you); (b) contain vulgar, pornographic, obscene or indecent behaviour or images; (c) defame or libel any third party; (d) been licensed; or (e) contain any watermarks or other notices, whether digital or otherwise 
obstructing the Photo Entry.  Photo entries that do not comply with these Terms & Conditions or that otherwise contain prohibited or inappropriate content as determined by Interrobang Staff, in its sole discretion, will not be shared.
‡FREE LUNCH: Contest only open to full-time Fanshawe College students. Offer consists of a $10 gift card, given out monthly, that can only be redeemed at Oasis or The Out Back Shack during business hours at Fanshawe College in London, Ontario.

Share your pictures on Instragram using #FSUInterrobang†

for a chance to win FREE LUNCH‡ at the  or !

#FSUInterrobang
@faniweek @crazydevil420

@iswarajpaul

@vishal_menon

@vizvez

@ajrawker

@misscmoney 

APPLY NOW FOR
GRADUATION AWARDS

Applications are due Friday, February 13, 2015

Awards range from $500 to $1,500 and 
recognize students for the following:

• Excellent leadership skills

• Exceptional communication skills

• Volunteer work

• Contribution to student life and/or community

• Outstanding academic achievement

For more information and to 
submit an online application:

fanshawec.ca/FAN
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RANJINI CHAKRAVORTY
INTERROBANG

Fanshawe International Week 
opened with flash mobs every-
where in the college surprising staff 
and students and welcoming them 
to a warm opening to the weeklong 
event, which began February 2. 

Later that afternoon, students 
connected with all diversity and 
cultures. Different forms of dance, 
music and buzzing melody from 
different cultures engaged the inter-
national students who attended.

The Immigration Information 
Seminar on the second day of Inter-
national Week welcomed Mohamed 
Salih as guest of honour, who spoke 
about his journey from Sudan to 
London’s city council. 

He told a story about a little boy 
from Sudan who came to Canada as 
an immigrant with his mother and 
sister, which inspired the journeys 
of many international students pres-
ent at the seminar. 

“I came to Canada and lived in 
an area with absolutely no diversity 
at all,” Salih said. “Learning about 
the culture, picking up the language 
and the adopting to the multi diver-
sity lifestyle has been a challenge as 
well as an enriching journey.”

Salih encouraged attendees to 

unite with diversity. He promised 
international students a better tran-
sit system, and, being on the tour-
ism committee, he would focus on 
making downtown London a won-
derful and amusing destination for 
the people from around the world to 
meet, cheer and celebrate.

Director of London Economic 
Development Commission Robert 
Collins presented a short and sweet 
presentation about living in London 
and the dynamic avenues of entre-
preneurships and ever-blossoming 
technical job market. 

Fanshawe College was flocked 
with diversity and cultural events 
all week. 

International Week: 
Where are you from?

A Fanshawe College grad and her 
business partners are mixing social 
responsibilities with entrepreneur-
ship.

Samantha Laliberte, a former 
student of Fundraising and Human 
Resources – now co-founder of 
lifestyle brand Ezzy Lynn – sells 
scrunchies to save endangered spe-
cies through the World Wildlife 
Fund.

“Each product’s design is in-
spired by an endangered animal,” 
said Sonja Fernandes, a co-founder. 
“We want to be brand ambassadors 
for these animals to educate people 
while we sell scrunchies.”

“For every 25 we sell, we sym-
bolically adopt one of those animals 
through the World Wildlife Fund.”

The pair met – along with their 
third partner – through what was 
formerly known as BizInc, now 
called Leap Junction. 

“We all loved business. We loved 
entrepreneurship,” Laliberte said. 
“We bonded over being women, 
and there [weren’t] many women in 
that space, so we started a business 
together.”

Fernandes – a Philosophy ma-
jor – has had experience since high 
school.

“In university, I started a small 
marketing consulting company 
helping small businesses with their 
online presence and social media,” 
she said. “I also started a not-for-
profit organization called Volunteer 
Ya that still exists today.”

Laliberte says she knew she still 
wanted to focus on the social aspect 
of business when the trio began the 
business.

“I actually like meeting with 
people and fundraising,” she said. 
“When the social model for social 
enterprises came out, that was real-
ly attractive to me, because I could 
bring both passions and both skills 

and be fulfilled that way.”
One example is shoe company 

TOMS’ one-for-one model.
Fernandes’ definition of a social 

enterprise is not a legal definition.
“The common theme is that it’s a 

businesss, and it sells a product and 
has some sort of social mission or 
purpose,” she said. “It’s not about 
financial return or social return – 
it’s about financial and social.” 

“It’s achieving both at the same 
time.”

So when the three young women 
created Ezzy Lynn, they thought 
about their target market.

“We wanted [our target market] 
to be other young women like our-
selves that had similar interests,” 
Laliberte said. “We couldn’t figure 
one specific style that fitted us.”

“It wasn’t just boho; it wasn’t 
just corporate chic; it wasn’t just 
grunge/hippy. We like to play with 
different fashion trends; we felt our 
target market would do the same.”

So then they created personas for 
Ezzy and Lynn to represent the two 
sides of someone’s personality.

“If you’re more of a Lynn, you 
might work in a corporate environ-
ment,” Laliberte said. “You love 
networking, and you’re more likely 
to wear a scrunchie and a sock bun 
or a sleeked-back ponytail.”

“When you go out at night or on 
the weekend, maybe you want to 
let loose a little bit – that’s more 
of your Ezzy side … Someone like 
that would wear more of our co-
lourful, printed scrunchies in a top 
knot or side pony.”

Ezzy (Esmeralda) and Lynn are 
also the middle names of Fernandes 
and Laliberte.

They included their third partner 
into the company name too, though.

“When [Bianca] joined us, we 
couldn’t fit her name into the name 
anywhere, so she represents the jel-
lyfish logo because [it’s] her favou-
rite animal,” Fernandes said.

In addition to the girls’ WWF 

contribution, they’ve also been 
working with Goodwill.

“Goodwill has a program called 
Pivotal Services [that] creates jobs 
for people who face barriers,” Lal-
iberte said. “So we are funding a 
sewing lab at Goodwill now, and 
there’s going to be five seamstress-
es actually making our scrunchies 
for us to help us scale.”

“We’re really excited about our 
growth and our scalability from that 
and how we can be even more so-
cially conscious in the creation of 
our products.”

Ezzy Lynn also recycles old 
clothing from Goodwill to make the 
scrunchies.

“This is the most successful I’ve 

ever felt in my life,” Laliberte said. 
“Being able to quit a corporate job 
where at the time it felt great.”

“Any opportunity where we get 
to tell people what we’re doing, you 
never know who’s going to read it 
or hear it and we’re going to shake 
that right hand.”

The ladies of Ezzy Lynn will 
be in F Hallway February 10 from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. selling scrunch-
ies and spreading word about their 
brand’s message. 

Products can be found at Leslie’s 
and Moksha Yoga on Richmond 
Street and Purdy Natural on Dun-
das Street.

For more information, visit 
ezzylynn.com.

STEPHANIE LAI
INTERROBANG

Selling scrunchies saving species

CREDIT: STEPHANIE LAI
From left: Samantha Laliberte and business partner Sonja Fernandes make 
scrunchies to save endangered animals.

#FSUInterrobang

Sweet Tweets
of the Week

STEPHANIE LAI
INTERROBANG

A new area code will be intro-
duced in the southwestern Ontario 
region starting in June 2016. 

Currently, the area codes 519 and 
226 serve municipalities such as 
London, Windsor, Kitchener-Wa-
terloo, Guelph, Brantford, Sarnia, 
Woodstock, Stratford and Owen 
Sound.

A press release from the Tele-
communications Alliance says the 
new area code 548 will be intro-
duced due to the “growing demand 
for new telephone numbers.”

Project Manager of the Canadian 
Numbering Administration Glenn 
Brown says the implementation of 
548 is due largely to advances in 
technology.

“We have a whole lot of advances 
in technology – cell phones being 
one – cell phones, tablets and all of 
those,” he said. “You take all of that 
combined, and that’s why we’re 
starting to have a shortage, and the 
shortage is not just cell phone num-
bers, it’s the first three digits of the 
phone number.”

It’s also because southwestern 

Ontario is a “huge geographic area.”
Area code 519 was introduced in 

the early ‘50s; it wasn’t until 2006 
that 226 rolled out. 

Brown says 548 was on the hori-
zon after 226 was put in.

“We were monitoring this as we 
were putting in 226,” he said. “Be-
cause it’s such a large area. 

“Originally, based on the way 
the forecast were working, we were 
looking to do relief this year. Based 
on a year ago, our results indicated 
we were not going to need a new 
area code in southwestern Ontario 
until the following year. We’re al-
ways monitoring it.”

Brown says the implementation 
of 548 will affect anyone who uses 
a phone, not just newcomers or stu-
dents.

“Let’s say one of your neighbours 
gets this new number and you ask, 
‘What’s your number?’ and they 
give you the 548 number. Now it’s 
impacted the person who has the 
number,” he said. “It also impacts 
you who wants to call them.”

The press released also says that 
the introduction of the new area 
code will not affect special numbers 
like 9-1-1. 

We’re running out 
of phone numbers
London needs a new area code

CREDIT: VIKRANT THAKUR
Ward 3 councillor Mohamed Salih was 
guest of honour at the Immigration 
Information Seminar during 
International Week.

Valentine’s Day is just 
around the corner! 

What’s the best/worst 
Valentine’s gift you’ve 

received?

Twitter

Lauren Schmenk
@schmenk  
@fanshawesu my mom used 
to put little valentines cards 
in my lunch box during 
elementary school :)
11:35 AM - 4 Feb 2015

Nikki Rafanan
@nikkirxox
@fanshawesu I got booze
1:33 PM - 3 Feb 2015

Calene Glousher
@cglousherr  
@fanshawesu once a guy 
got me golf balls (I don’t 
golf) told him that & he 
said “well I’ll have them 
if you don’t want them” 
#fsuinterrobang
11:48 AM - 3 Feb 2015

madss
@madisonrath  
@fanshawesu 
#fsuinterrobang best 
valentines day gift I got was 
a stuffed frog (inside joke) 
and a bouquet of roses
11:32 AM - 3 Feb 2015

B
@baileylowry  
@fanshawesu cold, leftover 
pizza.... I wish I was 
joking.... #fsuinterrobang
10:35 AM - 3 Feb 2015

Capt. Hide 
@kidrights 
@fanshawesu my worst was 
nothing, cause I ain’t ever 
have no valentine :(
9:35 AM - 3 Feb 2015

Facebook

Stephanie Dyck 
Best-Flowers. Worst- Dead 
Flowers

Heather E. Perry 
The best was a scavenger 
hunt that lead to flowers and 
a hand made card

The 87th Academy 
Awards will air 
February 22. 

Which film nominated 
for Best Picture do 
you want to win? 

Tell us using 
#FSUInterrobang by 

2 p.m. on Wednesday, 
February 11 and you 
will enter a draw for 

a $10 Oasis/Out Back 
Shack gift certificate. 

Must be a 
current Fanshawe 

student to win.
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The University of Waterloo was 
criticized February 2 for remaining 
open while all other schools in the 
region – including the University of 
Laurier, Conestoga College and the 
University of Guelph – were closed 
because of weather conditions.

But uWaterloo wasn’t the only 
school being criticized for being 
open the morning after the February 
1 snowstorm. Fanshawe College 
students also took to social media 
to voice their complaints.

Over 40 people responded to 
Fanshawe’s message on Facebook 
saying that the St. Thomas, Wood-
stock and Simcoe campuses were 
closed but that the London campus 
was open. More than 30 responded 
to the same message on Twitter.

“I drive from Woodstock 
everyday, there no way I’m even 
touching my car in this weather 
#areyoucrazy,” wrote Twitter user 
@jessejamesdrums.

“Very disappointed in how lit-
tle you cares for the safety of stu-
dents, since you stayed open you 
will cause car accidents !!” wrote 
@J_Lambert31.

“Thanks for taking the students 
and faculties lives into consider-
ation. It’s a goddamn blizzard out 
there, you cancel all the other cam-
puses classes but, still want the rest 
of us to risk it. Stupid. I’m staying 
home,” wrote Facebook user Steve 
Mc.

“Just woke up to get ready for 
my 10 am exam.. now realizing that 
I am snowed into my driveway. I 
wish I had the option to go to class 
or not but I doubt they would find 

my excuses acceptable during mid-
terms. Thanks for forcing me into 
this dangerous activity for the sake 
of an exam,” wrote Haley Barn-
hardt.

One of Fanshawe’s tipping points 
when choosing whether to close the 
college or not because of weather 
conditions is whether public trans-
portation operates. The London 
Transit Commission was operating 
on February 2.

The other tipping point is wheth-
er the college can clear sidewalks, 
parking lots and streets on campus 
fast enough to maintain accessibili-
ty. This was also the case, according 
to Robert Earle, manager of Fan-
shawe’s emergency management 
office.

“This is an individual choice that 
people have to make,” he said. “If 
they feel the weather conditions 
compromise their safety or their 
personal circumstances dictate that 
they’re not going to be able to get 
to campus, then that’s a choice that 
they have to make.”

Earle points out that there is pro-
vision within the policies of the col-
lege that weather conditions is an 
excusable absence.

“Everything boils down to a per-
sonal choice,” he said. 

uWaterloo said in a statement 
that its two priorities when choos-
ing whether to stay open or to close 
are also accessibility on campus 
and public transit operations. 

“In our judgment it was safe for 
students, staff and faculty to get to 
and move around the University of 
Waterloo,” uWaterloo said in the 
statement.

Waterloo Religion’s public tran-
sit, Grand River Transit, was also 
operating that day.

Melanie Garrett, a third-year stu-
dent at uWaterloo, started a petition 
on Change.org for the school to 
re-evaluate its weather policies.

“The University of Waterloo stu-
dents frequently risk their safety 
getting to classes when most other 
academic institutions are closed due 
to dangerous weather conditions,” 
she wrote on the page. “We, as stu-
dents, need to make it very clear 
that we will not stand for leaders 
who constantly show a blatant dis-
regard for our safety.”

The petition had over 4,000 sig-
natures as of February 4.

uWaterloo not the only school 
criticized for staying open

FRANCIS SIEBERT
INTERROBANG

FRANCIS SIEBERT
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: FRANCIS SIEBERT
As long as London Transit operates and accessibly on campus is maintained, 
Fanshawe will remain open through snow, wind and rain.

Winning an Academy Award

Hitting a hole in one

Winning a $100 Tim Hortons Gift Card
at Roll Up The Rim To Win

Becoming  a pro athlete

Getting hit by an asteroid

Losing an appendage to a chainsaw

Getting murdered in London, Ont.

Getting hit by lightning in U.S.

Being in a plane crash

Getting a royal �ush in poker
Winning a LG TV

at Roll Up The Rim To Win
Getting bit by a shark in U.S.

Winning a Toyota car
at Roll Up The Rim To Win

0% 0.00001% 0.00002% 0.00003% 0.00004% 0.00005% 0.00006% 0.00007% 0.00008% 0.00009%

Tim Hortons’ Roll Up The Rim To Win contest is back starting February 2, and 

this year, prices include Toyota cars, LG TVs, $100 Tim Hortons gift cards and free 

food.

The bonus roll is also back, giving coffee-drinkers a chance to win a $5,000 

prepaid credit card.

But realistically, what are your chances of winning? We read the fine print, 

and, well, you might as well just roll up the rim of your Starbucks’ cup.

Roll up your sleeves and 
slap that puck
You’re more likely to become a pro athlete than winning
a car from Tim Hortons’ Roll Up The Rim To Win contest

FRANCIS SIEBERT | INTERROBANG

Fanshawe College and the Fan-
shawe Student Union announced 
on January 28 the expansion of 
Fanshawe’s Community Fitness 
Centre.

The proposed expansion will al-
low for larger fitness facilities as 
well as the grouping of wellness 
programs all under one roof.

The planned expansion will be 
three storeys high. The first floor 
will be dedicated to wellness pro-
grams, such as message therapy, 
a juice bar and a pharmacy, while 
the second and third floors will be 
for fitness programs, such as cardio 
and strength training and group-ex-
ercise rooms.

The building will also include a 
rock-climbing wall spanning the 
three floors.

“Some people find refuge in 
working out, and some people find 
refuge in quiet areas,” FSU Presi-
dent Matt Stewart said. “We need 
to be able to support not just one 
demographic but all demographics 
around the school to be able to pro-
vide them with facilities that cater 
to their needs.”

The expansion of the fitness and 
wellness centre will not translate to 
an increase in student fees until the 
opening of the building. Part of stu-
dent fees students are already pay-

ing will go towards the new build-
ing, however. The FSU is looking 
into giving back to Fanshawe grad-
uates who are contributing to the 
expansion.

Construction is planned to start 
this summer and the opening is 
planned for January 2017.

“A new health and wellness cen-
tre gives the options for students for 
dealing with the day-to-day stresses 
that they can fall into throughout 
school life,” Stewart said. “As the 
student union who looks after the 
students, we need to be able to pro-
vide facilities that they can utilize 
to deal with their stresses.”

The FSU and Fanshawe iden-
tified in May 2011 expanding the 
Community Fitness Centre and 
fitness and wellness services as a 
high priority. The existing facility 
was built in 1993, and student pop-
ulation as increased by 68 per cent 
since then.

The FSU announced in May of 
last year that it would be contribut-
ing $24 million over 25 years to the 
expansion of the fitness centre.

“With the growth of the college 
and an increased focus on fitness 
and wellness, this facility will be 
on more asset to ensure Fanshawe 
offers premier college learning and 
student life experience,” said Fan-
shawe President Peter Devlin in a 
media release.

New fi tness centre announced

WING SPECIAL $5.50 per pound
AT THE OUT BACK SHACK

Feb 9 – Los Angeles vs. Columbus @ 7 p.m.
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FRANCIS SIEBERT
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Ontario’s colleges, including 
Fanshawe College, have created a 
draft of a sexual assault and vio-
lence policy and protocol that is to 
be implemented by March 31.

The presidents of Ontario’s 24 
colleges endorsed a uniform frame-
work at a meeting on January 26 in 
Toronto for the new policy and pro-
tocol. It intends to give students and 
staff a right to work and study in an 
environment free of sexual violence.

“Our campuses must be safe and 
welcoming and we must ensure im-
mediate and effective help is avail-
able to victims of sexual assault,” 
said President and CEO of Colleges 
Ontario Linda Franklin in a news 
release.

The colleges are now finalizing 
the policy and protocol, consulting 
with government officials, student 
leaders, the Ontario Public Service 
Employees Union and others.

Fanshawe Vice-President of Stu-
dent Services Cathie Auger says 
Fanshawe will be developing its 
own sexual assault policy and pro-
tocol based on the Ontario Colleges’ 
policy and protocol framework.

In implementing the policy, col-
leges commit to assisting victims 

of sexual assault, ensuring internal 
investigations are available and en-
suring that victims are believed and 
are the final decision-makers. They 
also commit to teach students and 
staff about sexual assault and vio-
lence as well as how to respond to 
disclosures of sexual assault.

The draft policy states that priva-
cy and confidentiality of victims of 
sexual assault and violence should 
be “strictly observed.” It also in-
cludes definitions, such as what 
constitutes sexual assault, consent 
and stalking; information on fil-
ing complaints; and what to do if 
you’ve witnessed a sexual assault 
or are a victim of sexual assault.

Franklin says information about 
sexual assault and violence will be 
easily accessible and actively pro-
moted.

The colleges are also putting pres-
sure on the provincial government 
to make changes to better support 
victims, such as offering a 24-hour 
emergency hotline and allowing 
more colleges and police to share 
more information with each other.

“The FSU is involved and will 
be involved,” said Paul Massé, the 
business manager for the Fanshawe 
Student Union. “Although it’s a col-
lege policy, it will be a policy that 
the FSU will support operationally.”

The presidents of Ontario’s col-
leges voted unanimously in favour 
of a province-wide sexual assault 
and violence policy in November 
of last year at the Colleges Ontario 
conference.

The decision came after the To-
ronto Star found in an investigation 
last year that none of Ontario’s col-
leges had special policies regard-
ing sexual violence. Only nine of 
Canada’s 78 universities had sexual 
assault policies, the Star reported, 
including Western University.

Victims who were sexually as-
saulted on campus are advised to 
contact Campus Security Services 
at 519-452-4400.

Students interested in reading the 
draft policy and protocol can do so 
at tinyurl.com/o5od7nm. They can 
voice their opinion by contacting 
Fanshawe Student Union president 
Matt Stewart at 519-452-4430 ext. 
6314 or at fsupres@fanshawec.ca.

“Protecting everyone on our 
campuses is a priority for every 
college in the province,” Franklin 
said. “This is an ongoing process 
to promote awareness, education 
and clear policies that reinforce that 
safety is a paramount priority in 
Ontario’s colleges.”

Fanshawe to implement a sexual 
assault policy and protocol

The Highbury Avenue and Ox-
ford Street intersection had the sec-
ond highest number of collisions 
in 2014 in London, according to a 
London Police Service media re-
lease.

There were 77 collisions at the 
intersection last year, one short of 
the Wellington Road and Commis-
sioners Road intersection.

Other intersections on Oxford 
were also on the list, including Ox-
ford and Wonderland Street with 
73, Oxford and Wharncliffe Road 
with 68 and Oxford and Adelaide 
Street and Oxford and Richmond 
Street with 56 each.

There were over 10,000 collisions 
last year in London. This is the high-
est number of collisions in the past 
five years and an increase of six per 
cent from 2013. LPS gave 2,187 of-
fence notices to drivers holding or 

using hand-held electronic commu-
nications devices, an increase of 30 
per cent from the previous year.

The fine for driving while hold-
ing or using a hand-held communi-
cations electronic devices in Ontar-
io is $280.

“What dollar amount can you 
put on somebody’s life?” said Fan-
shawe College Spec. Const. Brent 
Arseneault. “It’s time to buckle up, 
phone down, pay attention to the 
road and stop an unnecessary act.”

FRANCIS SIEBERT
INTERROBANG

Highbury-Oxford collisions at a high in 2014

Number of 
Collisions in 2014

200 40 60 80 100

Wellington Road & Commissioners Road 78

Highbury Avenue & Oxford Street 77

Highbury Avenue & Hamilton Road 76

Wonderland Road & Oxford Street 73

Fanshawe Park Road & Adelaide Street 71

Wharncliffe Road & Oxford Street 68

Sarnia Road & Wonderland Road 63

Southdale Road & Wonderland Road 58

Oxford Street and Adelaide Street 56

Oxford Street and Richmond Street 56

FRANCIS SIEBERT
INTERROBANG

Campus Security Services is re-
porting an increase in vehicle thefts 
at Fanshawe College’s London 
campus, according to a media re-
lease.

Two older Dodge pickup trucks 
have been stolen on campus in Jan-
uary, while no vehicles have been 
stolen last semester. Thirty-nine 
pickup trucks have been stolen 
in the city between January 1 and 
30. Only 12 were stolen during the 

same period of time last year.
“Do everything that you can to 

secure your vehicle(s),” said Fan-
shawe Spec. Const. Brent Arsene-
ault.

Campus Security Services advis-
es to never leave running vehicles 
unattended, to park in well-lit areas, 
to never leave valuables in plain 
sight and to keep vehicle registra-
tion and proof of insurance with 
you at all times.

Suspicious activities should be 
reported to Campus Security Ser-
vices at 519-452-4242.

Campus thefts 
increasingly Dodge-y

CREDIT: SARAH WATTS
Monsters of Schlock kept it crazy in Forwell Hall January 28.

JERROLD RUNDLE
INTERROBANG

Students were treated on Jan-
uary 28 to the “most extreme two 
man circus side show county magic 
extravaganza,” as the Monsters of 
Schlock explain themselves. For-
well Hall hosted Burnaby Q. Orbax 
and his brother Sweet Pepper Klo-
pek make up a duo that has been 
set on fire, cut, had animal traps 
released upon and pulled weights 
with their eyelids to name a few 
feats in their repertoire. 

“Well it’s a great school,” Orbax 
said. “We played [at Fanshawe] 
now for four years in a row. It’s one 
of the great shows of the year.”

The brothers spiced things up by 
adding a new variable to its Fan-
shawe stop. 

Orbax started the night by letting 
a student push and pull a seven-inch 
nail into Orbax’s nasal cavity, fol-
lowed later by Klopek having play-
ing cards stapled to his face, chest 
and buttocks, only to guess the 
proper card each time. 

“The last one here was probably 
the top five shows ever – it was just 
wild,” added Klopek.

“As soon as he walked out, he set 
one foot and everybody went nuts 
and it was jam packed in there … 
it’s one of those things that we like 
to foster a good time, and as long 
as the people are having fun, and 
we’re having fun, then that’s all 
we’re really looking for.”

Fanshawe’s shot at glory? 
The duo attempted to break the 

most tables suplexed in a minute 
at the Fanshawe event. The record 
was broken when Orbax suplexed 
Klopek at the 58-second mark into 
the final eighth table.

The show is part of a larger tour 

across Ontario campuses where 
The Monsters will be breaking new 
records or current records they al-
ready hold. 

The previous stop at Algonquin 
in Ottawa saw Pepper have 13 an-
imal traps released on him in under 
a minute, shattering the previous 
record of six.

“We had raccoon traps, rabbit 
traps, coyote traps, mink traps, stoat 
traps, ferret traps,” Orbax said. 

“Chinchilla,” Klopek said. “Well 
that’s illegal to trap chinchilla here 
but … we even had time to spare. 
We just had no more traps [for] this 
guy.”

Despite the ridiculous nature of 
their jobs, it’s not a Jackass mov-
ie for the two. They sounded more 
like engineers, planning for every 
possible mistake, every danger that 
could happen. 

“That was one of the things – 
with the most mousetraps on the 
tongue in a minute, which was 
Pepper at Call The Office in [April 
2014],” Orbax said. “You had to 
have to type of mousetrap, which is 
a Victor mousetrap, which is avail-
able worldwide so that you know 
someone in India could attempt it 
as well as somebody in Canada.” 

It’s about planning and risk man-
agement, something Orbax liked to 
call his risk-to-benefit analysis.

Who could forget the duo’s nev-
er-smiling clown pushing a nail 
through wood with his bare hands, 
popping a balloon underneath – be-
tween a male student’s uncomfort-
able thighs? Or lifting weights with 
eyelids, stopping a fan with your 
tongue and face? 

Nothing is too extreme for the 
brothers of Monsters Of Schlock 
and their Looney Tunes-style stunts.

Wacky, weird and twisted 
stunts by Monsters
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MICHAEL VEENEMA 
RUMOURS OF GRACE 

VICTOR DE JONG

If the Canadian healthcare system was a 
private company, it would have closed up 
shop and headed south for cheaper labour 
years ago. Despite that the funding for health-
care has grown much faster than the pool of 
money it’s drawn from, organizations like 
the Ontario Medical Association are in panic 
mode, attempting to whip up a frenzy of in-
dignation over a government that supposedly 
won’t put healthcare first. 

It’s reminiscent of the teachers’ refusal to 
participate in extracurricular activities sever-
al years ago, during which scholarship oppor-

tunities for thousands of high school students 
were jeopardized because clubs and teams 
were suspended during the strike. There was 
similar moralizing about the sanctity of ed-
ucation and that somehow this was teaching 
children what it really means to live in a de-
veloped society.

Unfortunately, they were teaching the kids 
a crucial lesson that still rings true: if your 
union can convince people that it’s about 
morals and not money, they get more money. 

Several groups of public sector employees 
are seeking new contracts this year, includ-
ing elementary teachers and the provincial 
police. The government of Ontario has stated 
its commitment to a zero per cent increase in 
public sector wages in an effort to eliminate 
the province’s deficit by 2018. 

It’s a strategy that is doomed to fail, and 
that’s almost the point. If you publicly state 

the intention of a pay freeze, even a minis-
cule one percent increase will be considered 
a victory. If the provincial government had 
committed to a two percent increase, the 
union would be aiming for three. The key is 
managing expectations.

If Ontario shut down the provincial gov-
ernment today and continued collecting all 
of its revenues, it would still take more than 
two years to pay off our provincial debt. The 
ongoing explosion of our debt is hard to care 
about when it’s seen in the broader context, 
because almost every provincial and federal 
government is in debt to a greater or lesser 
extent. 

To put it in perspective, consider this: ac-
cording to the Fraser Institute, over nine per 
cent of the provincial government’s budget is 
spent repaying the interest on the money it’s 
borrowed. The lower the credit rating of the 

province, the higher that percentage gets. Not 
to mention that the Ontario credit rating was 
downgraded this past December, meaning in-
vestors see an increasing potential that On-
tario might not be able to pay back its loans.

Imagine that the provincial government 
is that young and carefree college student. 
Sure, absorbing that debt to privatize power 
delivery seemed like a good idea, and maybe 
they’d had a few drinks before they decided 
to bail out big auto, but those were one-time 
expenses. 

Wage increases are massive ongoing ex-
penditures. Public sector salaries make up a 
huge portion of the province’s overall budget 
obligations. The objective of the public sector 
unions is to make this about morals and not 
money, but morals won’t pay our way when 
the money runs out.

Public sector unions strike again

The other day, I was saying to someone 
that if oil prices remain low, the economies 
of some Middle East countries will take a hit. 

Well, if they can no longer profit from the 
sale of oil, maybe some of those countries 
can try exporting sand. It seemed humorous 
to imagine boatloads of sand replacing boat-
loads of oil.  Who would pay $120 or even 
$40 – wholesale – for a barrel of sand?

It seemed funny until someone said to me 
that many of the beaches of California and 
Florida are artificial. 

What?
A little research online says this is true. 

Finding sand to enlarge famous beaches has 
been going on for some time. One example is 
Miami Beach. From 1976 to 1981, sand was 
dredged up from the seabed to replenish the 
beach at a cost of $64 million.  

This brings to mind the issue of how much 

we expect from this planet. 
There are two remarkable stories of the 

creation of the world, which suggest that if 
anything, we should reduce that demand. 

In one of them, the creation springs from 
deep within the being of the creator. He 
speaks and the visible universe comes into 
existence. In the second he is a sculptor, shap-
ing human figures and then breathing life into 
their nostrils, transforming into a living be-
ings. He plants a garden for these humans to 
inhabit and enjoy. These stories are found on 
pages one and two of the Christian and Jew-
ish Bible.

Thanks to science, our understanding of 
the created world has become extremely 
complex and fascinating. We have even more 
reason to see the mindfulness of our world 
and to appreciate the patient and intricate 
work of the creator – God.  

But we don’t treat it well. Even though 
we are completely informed about the prob-
lems of fossil fuels and global warming, we 
continue to fly. We so this even when much 
of our flying is not necessary but is done in 
the pursuit of luxury – in the hunt for that 
perfect.

Even though we know that fossil fu-
el-based land transportation is among the 
killers stalking our planet, we continue to 
build economies around the internal combus-
tion engine and around road infrastructure. 

It is as if we are crazy. We know we are 
killing the planet, but we hardly dare to step 
out of destructive habits. We build college 
programs on the assumption of an endless 
supply of cheap energy. No one is taught to 
grow his/her own food. Many are taught to 
become merchants of the perfect beach.  

There will be much weeping over the loss-
es to the Canadian economy if the oil sands 
turn out to be unprofitable because of falling 
oil prices. And yet, there should be street par-
ties in celebration of any efforts to cease the 
development of fossil fuel extraction and use.

What is needed is a recovery of an appreci-
ation for the origins of the creation in God. If 
he invested his thought, will and words into 
the stupendous planet and even more stupen-
dous universe we inhabit, should we not treat 
the earth with greater care? 

Shouldn’t we cease to harm it? 
We have devalued the creation and need to 

re-value it. Perhaps the easiest way that we 

can do that is to demand less of it, which is 
simpler than it sounds. Any of us can pur-
chase a smaller car than we want. Or we can 
drive slower, which quickly reduces fuel con-
sumption – or less. Some of us can purchase 
local farm produce. 

By demanding less, we will have more. 
When consumption and pollution levels drop, 
our planet will become healthier. Yes, econo-
mists will complain. But they also did so be-
fore slavery was abolished. Yet they survived 
along with the rest of us. 

The removal of the blight of slavery out-
side of the Middle East and Africa where it 
persists, has made our world a more humane 
place. The removal of the blight of endless 
consumption will also make our world a bet-
ter place.

We need to do the right thing, on a small 
scale, if that is all we can do, and on a larger 
scale to the best of our abilities. The economy 
will adjust.

Michael Veenema was a chaplain at Fan-
shawe College until 2004.  He lives in Nova 
Scotia, where he is a pastor and a chaplain. 
He continues to write.

Rumours of Grace: In search of the perfect beach
CREDIT: “BEACH TIME!” BY JOSHUA OMMEN ON FLICKR. LICENSED UNDER CC BY-NC-SA 2.0 / DESATURATED

Many of the Worlds beaches, including some in California are artificial. 
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Let’s face it, Valentine’s is an oc-
casion for the females. And for the 
approximately five per cent of the 
male population looking forward to 
it too. This can go both ways. 

If you are single, don’t sweat it 
or spend hours online looking for a 
mate. Turn the day into something 
positive: grab your single friends 
and spend the day doing happy, 
healthy things that fill you with 
positive endorphins. For instance, 
your day could look like this: 

8 a.m. 
Friends arrive for a heart healthy 

breakfast of oatmeal, berries, yo-
gurt and egg whites.

9:30 to 11:15 a.m. 
Get your cardio on at Super Cir-

cuit, followed by stress-relieving 
yoga – 10:30 to 11:15 a.m. – at Fit-
ness 101, which is only $5.50 if you 
don’t have a membership.

12:45 to 3 p.m. 
After a hot shower, meet up now 

for lunch at the mall – try some 
heart healthy fare at Cultures – fol-
lowed by a couple hours of power 
shopping and trying on fun outfits. 
You can burn as much as five to 800 
calories in this time frame if you 
keep your body moving.

3:30 p.m.
Pick up your heart healthy 

smoothie and discreetly take it in 
to the movie theatre for the latest 
romantic comedy. You could also 
head to a salon or spa for some 
well-deserved manicure/pedicures 
or a massage. This is a good time 
to let your body rest, because you 

need that too.
5:30 p.m. 
Take a 20-minute a walk down to 

your favourite restaurant for your 
6 p.m. reservations. Choose dishes 
such as baked or grilled chicken 
or fish – without creamy sauces – 
steamed veggies with whole grains. 
Opt for lighter calorie drinks or 
stick to water with a slice of lemon 
or a slice of strawberry.

8:30 p.m.
Regroup at someone’s house for 

a games night: could be an hour 
or so of Wii Sports or Just Dance 
or just relax and play the Game of 
Life.

10:30 p.m.
If you still have some energy left, 

head out on the town for a couple 

hours of dancing.
For the couples, your day could 

look pretty much the same but with 
a few twists: Book an afternoon at 
the spa, where you can have lunch 
and get a couples’ massage. Then 
you can either cozy up at the mov-
ies or go for an outdoor skate or ski 
together. The after-dinner fun is up 
to you: wink, wink.

Karen Nixon-Carroll is the Pro-
gram Manager at Fitness 101, Fan-
shawe College Professor, YMCA 
fitness course trainer & examiner, 
Fanshawe FHP grad and holds 
many fitness certifications for per-
sonal training, group fitness and 
wellness. Email her at karen.car-
roll@fanshawec.ca.

A heart healthy Valentine’s 
Day for singles and couples

KAREN NIXON-CARROLL
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: ANTONIO_DIAZ / THINKSTOCK
Bring your girlfriends to a yoga class at Fitness 101 to wind down after an intense 
cardio workout.  

Ron Hawkins and The Do Good 
Assassins play at Call The Offi ce

Influential to the Canadian indie 
music scene since the ‘90s, Ron 
Hawkins started with The Lowest of 
the Low, gaining a gold record with 
Shakespeare my Butt, later forming 
Ron Hawkins and the Rusty Nails. 
Hawkins is now fronting The Do 
Good Assassins, a bluesy rock and 
country band currently on tour.

Hawkins wasn’t shy discussing 
the changing indie landscape.

“It’s sort of drying up of options 
on the large-scale with things like 
radio and change in format for [the] 
music industry in that there are 
fewer brick-and-mortar CD/vinyl 
stores around so distribution chain 
big labels have dwindled,” he said. 
“But the Internet flourished with 
YouTube [and] all kinds of ways of 
social media to get your stuff out 
… democracy of the Internet, it’s 
good, but there’s a glut of shit.” 

He says that it’s due to the same 
tools at all levels of musicians’ 
hands that leads to too much out 
there and no way to discern be-
tween good and bad.

Playing at Call The Office on 
February 13, the act will focus on 
the recently released Garden Songs, 
a 10-song collection of new and 
backlogged country-infused hits, 
which will be paired with a more 
blues-rock album already recorded 
and waiting for release early next 
year. 

Along with Garden Songs, the 
tour’s other piece is Luck’s Hard, 
the recently released documentary 
about the making of the band’s first 
album Rome, and the personalities 
of each member interacting to cre-
ate a sprawling double album. 

While newer songs hold a more 
country feel to them, the Do Good 

Assassins’ work on Rome retains 
Hawkins’ hardier indie edge, even 
with the slowdown in tempo – 
something he attributes to the con-
stant influx of new sounds around 
him. 

“When I was 15–16 I got pretty 
politicized, and it was The Clash 
and Stiff Little Fingers, Minor 
Threat – pretty influential to me for 
the DIY thing and personal politics, 
and ever since then I consider my-
self a sponge,” he said. “I hear Elvis 
Costello talk about this, where your 
minds never really off – you’re lis-
tening and going, ‘What can I pil-
lage from this?’”

Earlier work from the band also 
feels more like a lament for love 
lost sometimes, of heartbreak, but 
Garden Songs is a change from 
those themes Ron stated. 

“The new records songs are a 
lot more and birth and mortality,” 
Hawkins said. “A lot of the songs 
are about that – how do you grow 
old gracefully, productively?”

But also about beginnings with 
songs like “Saskia” written for a 
friend whose daughter was born 
prematurely three months, eventu-
ally surviving.

While most think a documentary 
about the making of the band’s first 
album might seem daunting, Haw-
kins brushed off the possible stress-
es involved in the feat.

“[Recording wasn’t] really stress-
ful, [but] a classic move I would 
make, because I have a reputation 
as a shit disturber in the Canadian 
music industry – what would be 
ballsier and more ‘fuck you’ than 
starting a band and your first record 
being a double album and making a 
documentary about you band.” 

Spinal Tap anyone?
Call the Office is located at 216 

York St., with tickets for The Do 
Good Assassins selling for $20. 
Garden Songs released February 3 
on Pheromone Records.

JERROLD RUNDLE

CREDIT: ALLEN GAYNOR
Fanshawe Broadcasting student Aidan McKendrick outlasted 1,000 other Fanshawe 
students in a brutal Hunger Games style competition to win an iPhone 6. Or maybe 
he just fi lled out a form on the FSU’s website. If you would like to pose for a picture 
holding a lucrative prize that you just won, visit FSU.ca often and check out the contest 
section. McKendrick will be giving the phone to his brother who doesn’t have one.

#S2B2015

Student 2 Business 
Grow Your Network & Launch Your Career in London

Register Now : www.S2B.ca

MARCH 11, 2015 • 3:00PM
London Convention Centre • 300 York Street

 o $10 per student, $25 per business representative

 o Networking with 250 employer representatives

 o Career workshops

 o Transportation from Fanshawe and Western

 o Food and beverage ticket

 o Free coat and boot check

KEYNOTE: 

Stuart Knight
“Art of Powerful Conversation”

@S2BNETWORKING FACEBOOK.COM/S2BNETWORKING
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ESHAAN GUPTA
GAMING 
THE SYSTEM

It’s that time of the year when 
love is in the air. But let’s face it: for 
some of us, love plain stinks. Maybe 
we need more alone time on a couch 
in a poncho armed with Doritos 
and every single season of Scrubs 
instead of yet another date so tense 
it makes a death row inmate’s last 
supper seem like evening tea. 

What better way to say, “I’m 
done with you,” than through the 
medium of video games? Games 
that can assist you well in the ways 
of smooth breakups include:

Mario Party
Do I even need to explain any 

further? It’s the Monopoly of rela-
tionship breakers, the destroyer of 
many friendships into spiteful, mu-
tual hatred. And under the sadisti-
cally evil guise of fun, multiplayer 
entertainment too.

Portal 2
Frustration is dealing with in-

competence, and Portal 2’s co-op 
mode with the two cute little robots 
is the perfect way to get people pull-
ing hairs out of their heads through 
your own supposed incompetence. 
“SHOOT A PORTAL THERE! NO, 
THERE! LOOK, LOOK!” they’ll 
scream, even using the game’s 
“shoot here, dummy” target mark-
er button, as you glide around the 
level in blissful idiocy, occasionally 
spawning portals under her robot 
linking to a far-off wall for a death 
fall.

Battletoads
Besides being the butt of a 

long-running internet prank meme, 
this Nintendo Entertainment Sys-
tem effort by a fledging young 
Rare – before its big Nintendo buy-
out – makes the aforementioned 
frustration-through-incompetence 
a relative cakewalk. Battletoads is 
a game where both players fail no 
matter who’s at fault. Hitting that 
conspicuously placed rock during 

the infamous turbo tunnel section 
may send your character flying off 
the screen. But in the end, everyone 
suffers with a level restart. You’ll 
be yelling, “ARE YOU SERIOUS? 
HAVE YOU EVER PLAYED A 
VIDEO GAME IN YOUR LIFE?” 
in no time.

Left 4 Dead
Turning on friendly-fire damage 

would be too obvious in this co-op 
zombie shooter whose emphasis on 
player teamwork isn’t just a mar-
keting gimmick. Sometimes, they 
will need help getting that smoker 
tongue strangling them off their 

neck, which gives you the perfect 
time to simply scoot ahead yelling 
“I FOUND A KATANA, CHECK 
THIS OUT!” instead of – you know 
– actually saving them.

Any Lego co-op game
It’s really as simple as constantly 

hitting your level partner until they 
blow up into a burst of collectible 
studs. Making them frustrated isn’t 
a matter of blatant incompetence as 
it is a build-up of irritation as you 
constantly keep punching his or her 
characters as they, the brave Lego 
Luke Skywalker, try to brawl with 
Lego Stormtroopers. 

Brick breakers and heart breakers
Games to help you end it this Valentine’s

CREDIT:RARE
Battletoads is a Nintendo Entertainment System classic that allows you to make 
people curse the day they ever met you.

With Valentine’s Day around the 
corner, your Tinder profile might 
need a little sprucing up. By follow-
ing these five tips on how to take 
a selfie with your smartphone, you 
will be able to capture the perfect 
selfie and maybe even the perfect 
date, too. 

1. Keep your lens clean 
We touch our phones all day ev-

ery day, so it’s no wonder they get 
dirty pretty quickly. The camera 
lens is no exception. A dirty lens 
can cause photos to look blurry, so 
make sure to keep it clean. Try us-
ing a microfibre cloth to clean your 
lens to prevent from scratching it. 

2. Use your back-facing camera 
Your front-facing camera might 

be convenient in the fact that it al-
lows you to pose yourself before 
taking a picture, but don’t let it 
fool you. Generally speaking, with 
smartphones, the front-facing cam-
era usually has a lower resolution 
– meaning less pixel density and a 
lower quality of the image captured 
– than the back-facing camera. Al-
though it may be more difficult, try 
taking pictures with your back-fac-
ing camera instead of the front. 
The difference in picture quality 
will blow you away. The more you 
practice taking pictures with the 
back-facing camera, the better you 
will get at it. 

3. Crop, don’t zoom 
Since the lens on your digital 

camera is fixed and don’t provide 
the ability to physically zoom your 
lens, they use interpolation to make 
the image bigger by adding pixels 
mainly by guessing. This can de-
stroy details in the image and create 
a sort of fuzzy look to your appear-
ance. By cropping, you can still 
save more detail in the image than 
you would with zoom. 

4. Flash vs. ambient lighting 
Since the flash on your cellphone 

is much smaller and less powerful 
than those on cameras, you run the 
risk of flash fallout – where the cen-
tre of the image is overexposed and 
the outer fringes become underex-
posed. This can cause you to look 
washed out. Try instead to use am-
bient or natural lighting. Doing so 
will leave you with a much healthi-
er appearance and a natural feeling 
to the photo. 

5. Edit
Editing your photos allows you 

the freedom to tweak your pictures 
to perfection. Photo not vibrant 
enough? A little dark? Throw it 
into a photo-editing app and fix 
it. Today, there are many different 
photo-editing apps that allow many 
different editing options. Using 
filters can also be a quick and 
simple way to adjust your photos, 
but be careful when using filters, 
because they can make your picture 
look tacky and fast. 

Phonography: Selfie 101
ALLISON PEARCE 
INTERROBANG

CREDIT: ALLISON PEARCE
A couple tips on taking the perfect selfie: turn off the flash, and crop – don’t zoom.

Valentine’s Day is crawling up 
on us, and there are so many gifts 
that you can buy for your special 
someone. Here are some things you 
should avoid buying your signifi-
cant other this year.

Bouquet of roses
This one falls at the top of the list, 

because it is cliché and predictable. 
Not only will you pay top dollar for 
roses on Valentine’s Day, but your 
date will also be underwhelmed by 
your lack of creativity.

Assorted box of chocolates
These can be expensive and filled 

with terrible-tasting chocolate. You 
are paying for the pretty heart box 
that they come in. If you want to 
buy chocolates, buy higher end 
ones that are worth the price, like 
Laura Secord, Ferrero Rocher or 
Lindt.

Stuffed animals with cute mes-
sages

These stuffed animals were great 
when you were in high school but 
not so much when you’re in college 
or university. When you’re busy 

starting your career and becom-
ing a professional, you don’t want 
a stuffed bear with “I Wuv You” 
stitched to a heart sitting on your 
bed.

Perfume or cologne
This is something that seems like 

a great gift to give, but in reality, 
it’s not. It’s almost impossible to 
know what is going to smell good 
on someone else. You also might 
not know what scents he or she like 
and will want to wear.

Ties
If I may speak for the men for 

a minute – they don’t like clothes. 
Clothes are pretty much never a 

good gift idea for a man. But a tie 
is even worse. Most men don’t even 
like wearing one; they only wear it 
out of necessity.

Fundies
The underwear built for two; 

these sound complicated and do 
not seem like it would accomplish 
the goal you are trying to achieve. 
Don’t restrict your fun to the con-
fines of a pair of underwear.

Avoid this list of cliché gifts and 
the possibility of ruining your spe-
cial someone’s day. Think of the 
money you’ll save. Happy Valen-
tine’s Day.

What not to buy for Valentine’s Day

JESSICA KLAVER

CREDIT: “ROSES” BY ROBERT COUSE-BAKER ON FLICKR. LICENSED UNDER CC BY 2.0 / GRAYSCALE
A bouquet of roses is the most cliché of them all. Try making your own arrangement 
or just get her something else. 
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Hidden in a secret compartment 
in a surprisingly clean basement lie 
the plans to a time machine, code 
named Project Almanac. Discovered 
by a group of smarter-than-average 
teenagers after they see something 
odd on an old video camera, the ma-
chine is constructed in the hopes of 
changing lives for the better. 

However, teenagers being teen-
agers, things quickly go awry.

Starting with the little bit of pos-
itive this movie has, the acting is 
pretty good. Then again, any movie 
that brings up a consistent nervous 
tick once and then has the actor in-
stantly forget about it can’t be said 
to be great. There’s also an issue 
with having an actor who clearly 
doesn’t need glasses wear glasses. 
Johnny Weston – playing the main 
character David Raskin – creates a 
constant annoyance by never keep-
ing his glasses on even when driv-
ing, which is probably illegal. 

This is far from the most illegal 
thing that happens in the movie. On 
top of breaking into a school to steal 
the great amount of hydrogen it in-
explicably has, they manage to buy 
tickets for – and subsequently win – 
the lottery even though the oldest is 
only 17. This is technically a spoil-
er, but it’s also so obscenely cliché 
that it really doesn’t count.

Speaking of clichés, Project 
Almanac either mentions or does 
every time-travel cliché possible, 
while strangely avoiding men-
tioning the one movie that is most 
relevant – The Butterfly Effect. 
They mention almost every other 
time-travel movie – even including 
a quick screen shot of Bill and Ted 
– and then explain the theoretical 
concept of the butterfly effect with-
out using the words or mentioning 
the movie even once. It’s almost a 
ridiculous omission that makes no 

sense after the breaking of the mov-
ie universe wall, which is the thing 
where every movie exists in a world 
with no other movies. 

There are also a ton of plot holes 
that make Project Almanac even 
more unrealistic than your average 
time-travel, teen-romantic, sci-fi, 
drama movie. The pseudo-scien-
tific explanations are mostly just 
people saying the names of random 
chemicals, with no link to logic or 
actual science, mixed with mum-
bled half-explanations about bat-

teries. The film also – somewhat 
comically – mentions Doctor Who 
and then breaks the one big rule the 
Doctor has instead of including it 
in their random collection of arbi-
trary rules. Considering the amount 
of time-travel movies and shows 
mentioned, one would think that 
paradox would be high on the list of 
things to avoid.

By somehow managing to be the 
most cliché time-travel movie ever 
created, as well as the most poor-
ly-researched and executed one, 

Project Almanac is a great disap-
pointment. The movie relies heav-
ily on jargon that the actors clearly 
don’t understand, and only allows 
the men to present themselves as 
scientists and engineers, leaving 
the women to be nothing more than 
love interests and plot devices. 

It’s sad to see yet another movie 
that does nothing more than per-
petuate stereotypes even when the 
opportunity to do and be more is so 
readily available. 

PAM-MARIE 
GUZZO

If I had a time machine, I’d get my two hours back

CREDIT: PARAMOUNT PICTURES
Something chalk full of clichés like Project Almanac could have audiences wanting to travel back in time to watch another movie.

pizza+movie night!
medium 

2 topping pizza

$1099+free
2 for 1 movie
admission from

#ShareTheMoment

(5
19

)

Call, Click or Come In

www.pizzapizza.ca

16834 Fanshaw College Valentines Day Ad.indd   1 2015-02-03   5:42 PM
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Monogamous relaMonogamous rela
tionships are considtionships are consid
ered the norm. Two ered the norm. Two 
people romantically people romantically 
interested in interested in 
each otheach oth--
er looking er looking 
to share to share 
a brighta bright--
er future er future 
with are with are 
staple relastaple rela--
tionships we tionships we 
see in fiction and see in fiction and 
media. There are, howmedia. There are, how
ever, people that break ever, people that break 
this norm and create this norm and create 
their own consensual love their own consensual love 
triangle by not choosing triangle by not choosing 
a life of monogamy. Instead, a life of monogamy. Instead, 
non-monogamous relationships fall non-monogamous relationships fall u n d e r u n d e r 
the umbrella of polyamory; relationships that are incluthe umbrella of polyamory; relationships that are inclu--
sive of more than one intimate partner with the consent sive of more than one intimate partner with the consent 
of everyone involved. They are relationships that are of everyone involved. They are relationships that are 
distinct from practices like swinging – emphasizing sex distinct from practices like swinging – emphasizing sex 
with others as only a recreational activity – and includes with others as only a recreational activity – and includes 
but not limited to polygamy, sub-relationships and open but not limited to polygamy, sub-relationships and open 
relationships. relationships. 

The practice of being in a non-monogamous relationThe practice of being in a non-monogamous relation--
ship requires a great amount of trust and dedication to ship requires a great amount of trust and dedication to 
partners as a Reddit user slice_of_pi explained, “Poly partners as a Reddit user slice_of_pi explained, “Poly 
relationships are hard, far more so than traditional morelationships are hard, far more so than traditional mo--
nogamous ones, because you have a cubed number of nogamous ones, because you have a cubed number of 
relationship issues every time you add someone – my relationship issues every time you add someone – my 
girlfriend and I, for example, have the typical dating girlfriend and I, for example, have the typical dating 
things between us, and then there’s her relationship with things between us, and then there’s her relationship with 
my wife, mine with her husband (we’re friends), and then my wife, mine with her husband (we’re friends), and then 
her relationship with my wife.”her relationship with my wife.”

For those looking to dive into these relationships, it’s For those looking to dive into these relationships, it’s 
important to keep these things in mind and it’s also imimportant to keep these things in mind and it’s also im--
portant to distinguish that polyamory is not only about portant to distinguish that polyamory is not only about 
the hook-ups. These bonds need to be passionate and the hook-ups. These bonds need to be passionate and 
communication has to be constant when a new partner communication has to be constant when a new partner 
enters or exits. It’s essential that people work out the enters or exits. It’s essential that people work out the 
ground rules and agreements from the beginning as seground rules and agreements from the beginning as se--
cret infidelities are no more or less hurtful than they are cret infidelities are no more or less hurtful than they are 
to a monogamous couple.to a monogamous couple.

“The single most essential thing is to talk, which is “The single most essential thing is to talk, which is 
also what sinks most relationships incidentally, but with also what sinks most relationships incidentally, but with 
additional people it’s far, far more essential,” said slice_additional people it’s far, far more essential,” said slice_
of_pi. “In my opinion, a lot of ‘poly’ relationships with of_pi. “In my opinion, a lot of ‘poly’ relationships with 
younger people are more an excuse to have multiple younger people are more an excuse to have multiple 
casual lovers, and while there isn’t anything wrong with casual lovers, and while there isn’t anything wrong with 
that, they aren’t deep, meaningful connections. Just that, they aren’t deep, meaningful connections. Just 
because I have a differbecause I have a differ--because I have a differbecause I have a differ-because I have a differbecause I have a differ ent frame of reference, it ent frame of reference, it 
doesn’t mean I’m not doesn’t mean I’m not 
going to get hurt going to get hurt 
emotionally, if that emotionally, if that 
makes sense.” makes sense.” 

The differThe differ--The differThe differ-The differThe differ
ent types of ent types of 
polyamory polyamory 
can get a can get a 
little dauntlittle daunt--
ing to read ing to read 
but they but they 
do properly do properly 
explain the explain the 
various types various types 
of relationships of relationships 
that exist out that exist out 
there. Breaking there. Breaking 

the monotony of monogathe monotony of monoga--
my, here are the different my, here are the different 

forms of polyamory forms of polyamory 
explained briefly. explained briefly. 

Polygamy:Polygamy: The  The 
overarching term overarching term 
for marriage to for marriage to 
more than one more than one 
spouse. Illegal spouse. Illegal 

in most countries in most countries 
and mostly but not and mostly but not 

always focused on one always focused on one 
man married to many man married to many 
wives (polygyny instead wives (polygyny instead 
of polyandry).of polyandry).

Sub-Relationships:Sub-Relationships: Mul Mul--
tiple partners distinguished tiple partners distinguished 

by primary, secondary or by primary, secondary or 
sometimes tertiary relationships. sometimes tertiary relationships. 

Different partners shift in focus based Different partners shift in focus based 
on the current standing of the person.on the current standing of the person.

Polyfidelity: Polyfidelity: A group with multiple romantic interests A group with multiple romantic interests 
in each other will restrict sexual contact to people only in each other will restrict sexual contact to people only 
within the group. It is different than polygamy, which imwithin the group. It is different than polygamy, which im--
plies marriage although group marriage is considered plies marriage although group marriage is considered 
to be a polyfidelity type relationship. Polyfidelity is also to be a polyfidelity type relationship. Polyfidelity is also 
not considered to fall under the open relationship title not considered to fall under the open relationship title 
because activity and intimacy is limited to only certain because activity and intimacy is limited to only certain 
partners.partners.

Mono/Poly Relationships:Mono/Poly Relationships: A relationship in which  A relationship in which 
one partner is monogamous and is knowingly with a one partner is monogamous and is knowingly with a 
polyamorous partner. polyamorous partner. 

Geometric Arrangements:Geometric Arrangements: A catchall term for any  A catchall term for any 
sort of triad or quad relationship. These relationships sort of triad or quad relationship. These relationships 
are defined by each person’s mutual interest and activity are defined by each person’s mutual interest and activity 
with each other. with each other. 

Open relationshipsOpen relationships: Partners in open relationships : Partners in open relationships 
permit sexual interactions with people outside of the permit sexual interactions with people outside of the 
relationship but may still be considered exclusive emorelationship but may still be considered exclusive emo--
tionally. Swinging is seen as being a part of open relationally. Swinging is seen as being a part of open rela--
tionships however there is debate within these commutionships however there is debate within these commu--
nities as to whether it is necessarily polyamorous due to nities as to whether it is necessarily polyamorous due to 
the fact that it does not include forming romantic conthe fact that it does not include forming romantic con--
nections to people outside of the relationship.nections to people outside of the relationship.

Do these relationships work for everyone? Not necDo these relationships work for everyone? Not nec--
essarily. We’re all people with different values and plans essarily. We’re all people with different values and plans 
in our lives. We actively search companionship because in our lives. We actively search companionship because 
it is literally in our nature to do so. Our fellow great ape it is literally in our nature to do so. Our fellow great ape 
kin are not strangers to polyamory so where was it that kin are not strangers to polyamory so where was it that 
we strayed off? slice_of_pi closed our discussion with we strayed off? slice_of_pi closed our discussion with 
an enthusiastic outlook for the future of polyamory in an enthusiastic outlook for the future of polyamory in 
our societies: our societies: 

“Poly relationships are definitely not going anywhere “Poly relationships are definitely not going anywhere 
– the cable shows devoted to the topic are popular – the cable shows devoted to the topic are popular 

enough that it’s apparenough that it’s appar--enough that it’s apparenough that it’s appar-enough that it’s apparenough that it’s appar ent public tolerance for ent public tolerance for 
the subject is changthe subject is chang--

ing. Personally, I ing. Personally, I 
see no justification see no justification 
for not treating for not treating 

marriage like marriage like 
corporations corporations 
in property in property 
law, belaw, be--
cause when cause when 
you get you get 
right down right down 
to it, that’s to it, that’s 
b a s i c a l l y b a s i c a l l y 

what they what they 
are.”are.”

So things didn’t work out for you and 
your partner and you’ve decided to call 
it quits, but isn’t there someone else that 
you’re forgetting? You know, that little fur 
ball that is just as much part of the rela-
tionship as the two of you; the one who 
thinks you’re mom or dad? 

Angie Aristone, psychic/medium and ani-
mal communicator here in London believes 
that it is very important for people to take 
their pets into consideration when end-
ing a relationship. 

“Pets – especially dogs – reflect our 
issues and energy back to us and they 
feel our stress, so a stressful split would 
certainly affect most dogs negatively,” 
Aristone said. “They are also very much 
sentient beings that deserve to be consid-
ered in any family changes.” 

How should a couple handle a breakup where a family pet is involved?
“Consider who it is the dog [or other pet] is bonded to most with as much 

priority as the logistics. Moving the animal from house to house is less ideal 
than having their former owner happily come visit them at their new loca-
tion,” Aristone said. “However, I know of cases where the dog and the child 
go from mom’s to dad’s each week and the dog does too. Since the dog and 
the child are always in it together they are both perfectly content with the 
arrangement, but mom and dad are also in an amicable relationship, which 
makes a massive difference.”

Maybe those who had their parents divorce when they were younger can 
understand the feeling. What is going on? Why is this happening? Is it my 
fault? How come I don’t get a say in this? Surprisingly a pet is no different 
and can also feel this way. 

“They struggle most when we pity them because they don’t understand 
the problem and they feel like something is wrong with them but can’t tell 
what it is. It affects their confidence and well-being,” Aristone said. “They 
will look for people who seem to be missing but they tend to understand 
the circumstances since they were around for the split and the move. They 
remember but they don’t dwell.”

This being said, it is important for the welfare of your pet to be immersed 
with positivity to help them move forward with this new information, like 
you would do for a child who is experiencing a separation. As a parent, 
you would not break down in front of a child about your divorce because 
– although you may be looking for comfort – he/she does not understand.

“If they live with you through an emotional time then they need a break 
from the emotional climate in the house too,” Aristone said.

“I have to say that there are far too many dogs sitting in the place where a 
therapist should be. Too often we as humans dump our emotional baggage 
on our pets,” Aristone said. “We all communicate with our animals through 
thoughts/pictures in our minds and with our feelings. Whether you’re aware 
of it or not, this is the way you really talk to your animal all the time so it’s 
important to be mindful of what you’re sharing.” 

They’ve joked about it in movies and on TV, people get their pet to 
choose which owner they like more, but can a pet actually choose who they 
want to live with?

“Of course they can!” Aristone said. “In some cases it really is a no brainer 
but in other cases there has to be a discussion, but just because we all love 
the dog doesn’t mean the dog should get carted around from house to 
house for the rest of his/her life. They usually have declared an affinity for 
one person already. That’s usually who they should go with unless that bond 
isn’t healthy. They adapt best in environments with happy people who can 
spend time really regarding them. Look them in the eye. Pet them. Smile. 
Feel how much you love them while you pet them and they will know every-
thing is going to be okay.”

PRESTON LOBZUN
INTERROBANG

Monogamous relaMonogamous rela--
tionships are considtionships are consid--
ered the norm. Two ered the norm. Two 
people romantically people romantically 
interested in interested in 

tionships we tionships we 
see in fiction and see in fiction and 
media. There are, howmedia. There are, how--
ever, people that break ever, people that break 
this norm and create this norm and create 
their own consensual love their own consensual love 
triangle by not choosing triangle by not choosing 
a life of monogamy. Instead, a life of monogamy. Instead, 
non-monogamous relationships fall non-monogamous relationships fall u n d e r u n d e r 

the monotony of monogathe monotony of monoga
my, here are the different my, here are the different 

forms of polyamory forms of polyamory 
explained briefly. explained briefly. 

overarching term overarching term 
for marriage to for marriage to 
more than one more than one 
spouse. Illegal spouse. Illegal 

in most countries in most countries 
and mostly but not and mostly but not 

always focused on one always focused on one 
man married to many man married to many 
wives (polygyny instead wives (polygyny instead 
of polyandry).of polyandry).

Sub-Relationships:Sub-Relationships:
tiple partners distinguished tiple partners distinguished 

by primary, secondary or by primary, secondary or 
sometimes tertiary relationships. sometimes tertiary relationships. 

Different partners shift in focus based Different partners shift in focus based 
on the current standing of the person.on the current standing of the person.

Relationships:

SHARING THELove Who gets the pet when
two grownups lose heart? 

         ALLY JOL | INTERROBANG

HERS

HIS

A family pet is someone who deserves respect like any other family member. 
Considering them when going through a break up shows that you are a good owner 
and love your pet just as much as they truly love you. 

“We can learn about love just by watching a dog play with their human. No words 
will teach the lesson...just watch and learn,” Aristone said. 



Through 
sheepish smirks, we 
mumble one-word 
answers about our lives at college to our 
parents. Are you eating healthy? Yes. Are 
you getting good grades? Yes. Are you dat-
ing anyone? Maybe we don’t answer, lie or 
change the subject, but we usually try to 
stray from the truth: college is slutty.

There’s a reason why we’re willing to tell 
our parents if we have a significant other, 
but not about our hook up last weekend. 
It’s not what they did. 

“In the past, people used to marry for 
all kinds of reasons: money, power, stabil-
ity. Love and marriage weren’t necessarily 
connected,” said Lynda Martens, a local 
marriage and family therapist.

“Because we don’t need marriage in 
order to have [those things], we place less 
importance on it.”

This is something new to our generation. 
We believe that we can do anything on our 
own. We really can have all of the things 
our parents’ generation deemed important 
without having a partner – big house, fancy 
car, vacations and sex.

Paired with our confident attitude, 

some biological factors 
come into play when consid-

ering the prominence of what’s 
been coined hook-up culture. That is, 

a group of people that accepts casual sex 
focusing on physical pleasure without the 
commitment of a long-term or monoga-
mous relationship.

“Puberty used to happen later, so we 
didn’t have this big window between when 
people were sexually mature and when 
they married. Now we do. People are 
young and physically mature, and not mar-
rying until they’re in their 30’s. There’s this 
huge group who are looking for a partner, 
exploring sexuality, and wanting to learn 
about themselves,” Martens said.

“As women become more independent 
and have more rights, we understand that 
we are powerful and really want to find 
that partner that can satisfy every need we 
think we deserve. It’s taking us a lot lon-
ger to figure out what that is. We need to 
explore our options,” said Allison Forbes, 
a recent Western University graduate and 
self-admitted active participant in hook-up 
culture. 

With the help of various technological 
initiatives, exploring our options is easy. 
Websites like Plenty of Fish, OKCupid and 

mobile apps like Tinder are making finding 
a partner more accessible. 

“It’s also just more socially acceptable. 
It used to be frowned upon. There was a 
huge social stigma [attached to it], but it’s 
the norm now,” Martens said.

But not only is it the norm, it’s expected 
of you if you want the quintessential col-
lege experience.

“There is a stigma against guys who 
don’t hook up. I feel like it’s expected of 
me to try and prove myself based on the 
amount of ‘kills’ I have,” said Joseph Tim-
mins, a Fanshawe student. 

“There’s so much sexual information 
around us that we are constantly viewing 
sex, seeing sex, talking about sex. You 
don’t have the social pressure of feeling 
like you did something wrong,” Forbes 
added. “So number one, it’s so easy to get, 
and number two, no one’s going to judge 
you. They’re proud of you, even for females 
now.”

As with any relationship structure, rules 
and courtesies begin to form. 

“[The rules] depend on what kind of 
hook up it is,” Forbes said.

“If it’s with someone who you knew pri-
or to the hook up, there might be some 
expectation of further communication. 
Whereas if you go to the bar and bring 
someone home, there’s probably no ex-
pectation except for them to leave your 
apartment.”

“I know what I’m going in there for and 
that’s usually the case for the other person, 
too. So as long as we go through an un-
spoken agreement that we’re just in it for a 
hook up, I’m always cool with leaving it at 
just that,” said Timmins of the encounters.

Though according to the American Psy-
chological Association, between 60 to 80 
per cent of college students engage in ca-

sual sex, it seems to be the consensus that 
they do strive for a long-term relationship 
eventually. 

“Ultimately, we all desire to feel loved 
and connected to people. Hooking up 
doesn’t give us that. It gives the illusion 
of that. It meets the need of exposing us 
to a wide variety of people, but ultimately 
what we want is intimacy and connection,” 
Martens said.

“Dating usually does start with hooking 
up,” Forbes said. “It’s with someone you 
hook up with regularly, and then you cre-
ate barriers and rules and a relationship 
forms.” 

She has had a serious relationship be-
fore and wants to have another someday. 
“My end goal is to be with someone. I want 
to share my life with someone completely, 
long-term.”

“Long-term relationships are satisfying 
in a totally different way than hook ups. 
Being able to come home from work and 
to catch up on your partner’s day, having 
someone you look forward to seeing, and 
somebody that you can always count on 
to support you, is huge. I think it’s a really 
important part of anyone’s life,” Timmins 
agreed.

There is no doubt that millennials em-
brace the idea of self-exploration. We’re 
encouraged to be independent and gather 
as many experiences as we can before we 
settle down to, in the words of our parents, 
start our lives. So whether it’s exploring 
new countries, food or our sexuality, we’ve 
decided to squeeze every last bit out of our 
youth. 

“I don’t think it’s a problem, I think it’s 
a learning experience,” Forbes concluded.

 AMY VAN ES  |  INTERROBANG
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The power of celebrity carries 
the strange duality of being both 
incredibly potent and incredibly 
flaky. Overnight, a star can go from 
picking up the tab for his entire 
ten-person entourage to doing bit 
parts and cameos in B-movies in a 
sad, strange, “Hey, remember me?” 
charade. A couple of such actors 
who – through ego or sheer poor 
luck – fell under this unfortunate 
curse of former glory include:

Matthew Modine
Matthew Modine wasn’t exactly 

a household name, but his up-and-
coming status was definite. Hot on 
his heels after portraying Private 
“Joker” Davis in Stanley Kubrick’s 
Full Metal Jacket, Modine was 
ready for his next big feature after 
several well-received dramatic fea-
tures, which turned out to be the 
infamous 1995 box office bomb, 
Cutthroat Island. The movie bank-
rupted Carloco Pictures and made 
pirate swashbucklers an untouched 
film genre until nearly eight years 
later with Pirates of the Carribean.

Klinton Spilsbury
Here’s a strange case of starlight 

being snuffed out before it even had 
the chance to shine. There’s a reason 
why this name is unfamiliar to you. 
Remember The Lone Ranger? No, 
not the $225-million box office 
disaster starring Johnny Depp. 
The other, $18-million box office 
disaster, The Legend of the Lone 
Ranger starring young, unknown 
Klinton Spilsbury. Athletic and 

good-looking Spilsbury never acted 
in more than a few minor roles in 
daytime soaps before being offered 
to take on the legendary TV do-
gooder, the Lone Ranger, a part 
that would surely thrust him into 
stardom. Of course, the film itself 
turned out to be a train wreck bigger 
than any steam engine destroyed 
in an old western. It was largely 
because of the negative buzz 
created from the Universal Pictures’ 
poor treatment of the original Lone 
Ranger, Clayton Moore, suing him 
for making public appearances with 
the trademark Lone Ranger mask. 
The fact that Spilsbury couldn’t act 
to save his life, having received the 
parts solely based on his chiseled 
looks, didn’t help matters either. 
Unsurprisingly, The Legend of the 
Lone Ranger remains Spilsbury’s 
first and last Hollywood feature.

Jackie Coogan
Child actors with troubles fu-

tures seems to be a sad constant in 
the Hollywood system, but Jackie 
Coogan’s story truly defines frus-
trating tragedy. Famously starring 
alongside Charlie Chaplin in The 
Kid (1921), Coogan became one of 
the highest earning child actors in 
films, earning up to $4 million per 
project, a dime of which he never 
saw. One of the first victims of hus-
tling parents in Hollywood, Coogan 
ended up broke and, an unsuccess-
ful lawsuit later, resorting to televi-
sion as Uncle Fester on The Addams 
Family (1963). The controversy of 
Coogan’s stolen earnings, however, 
didn’t go unheard with the intro-
duction of the California Child Ac-
tor’s Bill – nicknamed the Coogan 
Act – designed to legally protect 
young actors’ financial assets from 
prying hands.

Falling from grace
Stars that went out with a whimper (part one)

ESHAAN GUPTA
REEL LIFE

CREDIT: MGM TELEVISION
From Hollywood to TV land wasn’t exactly a step up in the ‘60s.

 LISA KELLY 
FRUGAL
FASHIONISTA

It seems like Valentine’s Day 
merchandise comes out earlier 
every year, as if retailers somehow 
forgot that the biggest influx of 
Valentine’s Day shopping happens 
on the actual day, usually hours 
before the dreaded Valentine’s 
Day date. The day Valentine’s 
merchandise gets stocked on the 
shelves is quite possibly the worst 
day of the year. This is the beginning 
of a two-month-long reminder to all 
singletons in the city – that they are 
indeed epically single. 

You know what’s a better holiday 
than Valentine’s Day? Aside from 
every other holiday – discount Val-
entine’s Day chocolate day trumps 
actual V-Day every year. It should 
be a national holiday, really. It’s the 
favourite of single people who like 
to drown their sorrows in discount 
chocolate, wine and Ryan Gosling 
movies. Clearly we’re saving our-
selves for RyGos, that’s why we’re 
single – duh.

When you’re filled with thoughts 
of despair, remember it’s important 
to love yourself. Make some me-
time this Valentine’s Day weekend 
to treat yourself. Have you been ey-
ing a cute pair of shoes lately? Or 
maybe there’s a book you’ve been 
dying to read? Whatever it is, do it. 

Love yourself, and the rest will 
come later. 

Just because you don’t have a 
significant other doesn’t mean you 

have to spend your Valentine’s Day 
alone, drinking wine and cruising 
Tinder. Instead, you should some 
time to appreciate all the other won-
derful people in your life, such as 
friends and family – even your dog.

Here are some fun activities to 
do sans significant other and how to 
look fashionable doing them. 

Retail therapy 
What’s one of the many won-

derful things about being single on 
Valentine’s Day? You don’t have 
to drop a ton of cash on your SO, 
which means you have more money 
to purchase the things that you like. 
Although a new study by Erasmus 
University has suggested that retail 
therapy actually makes you feel 
worse, we all know that is a blas-
phemous lie. At the risk of sounding 
materialistic, no man has ever made 
me as happy as my studded peep toe 
pumps from Torrid. It’s important to 
remember that retail therapy should 
not equal going into debt. Stick to 
one or two purchases, maybe a dress 
that flaunts your curves or a new 
pair of jeans that fit you just right. 
The idea is to make purchases that 
make you feel great about yourself.

Dress code: If you’re a marathon 
shopper, it’s important to wear 
clothing that’s comfortable and easy 
to get in and out of. A comfy sweater 
dress or a jersey dress is perfect for 
the occasion. Pair with tights and 
boots – any style – and you’ve got a 
look that’s comfortably chic. 

Girls night out
You don’t need a significant 

other to enjoy a night out. Grab a 
group of friends and hit the town. 
If you’re planning to go out for din-
ner, plan ahead and make a reser-

vation. Chances are, Richmond’s 
finest establishments will be flood-
ed with couples on romantic dinner 
dates. After dinner, hit up your fa-
vourite club for a night of dancing 
with your girls.

Dress code: Some bars 
implement an annoying red or pink 
dress code for occasions like this. 
Before you go out, you’ll need to 
decide if you’re going to participate 
or find a bar that isn’t Valentine’s 
Day on steroids. As pub hopping 
is quite popular, your safest bet is 
to wear a cute little black dress and 
accessorize with pink or red. You 
won’t look like a walking Valentine, 
but you won’t have any dress code 
issues either. Most importantly, 
wear comfy shoes. Don’t be that 
girl who wants to walk around 
barefoot in -20 degree weather; 
you’re married to your shoes for the 
night.

Girls night in
While spending a night out on 

the town with your girls is all fine 
and dandy, sometimes nothing can 
make you happier than spending 
the night in with a stack of mov-
ies, Chinese take-out and a bottle 
of wine. Throw in a game of Cards 
Against Humanity, and you’ve got a 
great night on your hands.

Dress code: Spending the night 
in calls for comfy clothes, but that 
doesn’t mean you can’t be fash-
ionably comfy. Combine jeans or 
leggings with a comfy oversized 
sweater or a cardi shawl and T-shirt, 
and you’re golden. 

Whatever you do this Valentine’s 
Day, the most important thing to re-
member is that it’s just another day 
of the year. 

Galentine’s Day: For all the single ladies

CREDIT: LISA KELLY
From left: The perfect retail therapy dress comfortable and fi gure-hugging. Lisa’s girl’s night out ensemble is confi dence-boosting 
without a hint of “come hither.” Finally, Lisa’s girl’s night in outfi t is the perfect mix of comfort and sass. 

Got a question, concern, or 
comment about college policies?

ph: 519-452-4458
fx: 519-451-8831
bog.student@fanshawec.ca

Zachary Benayon
Student Representative to 

the Board of  Governors

WING SPECIAL $5.50 per pound
AT THE OUT BACK SHACK

Feb 9 – Los Angeles vs. Columbus @ 7 p.m.
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With the rise of video games in 
popularity among mainstream au-
diences, the idea of sitting down 
with your significant other and a 
video game for an evening in is not 
a foreign concept. Especially with 
the female demographic becoming 
more dominant in the gaming com-
munity. 

With Valentine’s Day approach-
ing, more than a few couples will be 
cuddling up with some games amid 
the lousy weather, and there are a 
couple of games that are absolute-
ly perfect for romance and love to 
blossom.

But that would make a lousy list. 
So, instead, here is a few games 
you should absolutely not play with 
someone you care about if you plan 
on getting through an evening in 
peace.

New Super Mario Bros. (Wii/
Wii U)

Just to get it out of the way, there 
is going to be a huge Nintendo bias 
on this list since they make the best 
games to play with others. That’s 
just a fact. 

When Nintendo reinvented the 
series that made games what they 
are today, it decided there was one 
thing missing from their precise, 
timing-based platformer: co-op. 
What could be a better idea than 
taking a game that requires split 
second, perfect timing at higher 
levels and putting the responsibility 
of perfection on two people in order 
to finish? 

Honestly, co-op Super Mario is 
pretty damn fun. That is, until you 

and your SO move to make a jump 
and your partner uses your head 
as a spring, knocking you to your 
bottomless death. Or when you’re 
waiting for that perfect moment 
to move through fire and having 
them nudge you in the back ever so 
slightly, just enough for that fireball 
to singe Mario’s mustache off his 
nose. 

Completing a tough stage is an 
achievement worthy of kisses and 
high-fives all around, providing 
that your relationship can survive 
that long.

Mario Party
The ultimate in a test of friend-

ship, one of the cruelest games 
known to man and a bastardization 
of skill and luck that can drive the 
closest couple to be at each other’s 
throats with the wrong roll of a dice. 

The idea is simple: you’re on a 
game board, you spin a number and 
you move, with the final objective 
being to have the most stars and 
coins come the end of the game. 
Each turn is punctuated with a 
mini-game of which there are a diz-
zying variety, and victory is reward-
ed with more coins and progression 
to the final goal. 

It all seems pretty straightfor-
ward until they threw in the obnox-
ious chance spaces, offering players 
a chance to steal hard earned coins 
and stars from the one you claim to 
love. Nothing is a bigger punch in 
the gut than being ahead with one 
turn to go and having your date ran-
domly land on that space and steal it 
all, rising from last to first and leav-
ing you in a deep shame. 

Arguments will be had, tears will 
be shed, and one of you will say 
something you can’t take back.

Seriously, if you love them, don’t 
play Mario Party.

Warning: The worst video 
games to play with your SO

ANDREW VIDLER 
G33K LYFE

CREDIT: NINTENDO
Don’t say you weren’t warned. Games like New Super Mario Bros. can – and will – ruin 
perfectly good relationships. 

Valentine’s Day is that dreaded 
day of the year when everyone takes 
sides whether they love it or hate it. 
It can be downright awkward for 
singles and people in relationships. 

If you’re single, you probably 
hate the holiday or ignore it and just 
go on with your life as if it was any 
other day. If you’re in a relationship, 
there could be the expectation that 
something special will be planned 
with your significant other. If the 
day falls short of your expectations, 
that can be an awkward situation. 

Then there’s the debate of what 
to wear to places if you have plans 
or don’t have plans. The best solu-
tion to the stress of Valentine’s Day 
is to stay in, snuggle up with some-
thing comfy and eat some pizza. 

Comfortable fashion is always 
key, whether it’s Valentine’s Day 
or not, feeling like you’re walk-
ing on a cloud around your own 
place beats having to dress up to go 
somewhere. 

A mumu, onesie, bathrobe or a 
Snuggie with some soft fluffy slip-
pers are some key essentials. Here’s 
a quick run-down of what they are 
according to Urban Dictionary.

Mumu
A dress people wear when they 

want to eat a lot of food.
Onesie
The onesie is a one-piece suit, 

usually something you wear for 

lazy days at home. It is also used 
for one-piece snowsuits and one-
piece motorcycle suits. The word is 
sometimes spelled onesy. The most 
comfortable thing one can wear, 
there is no denying it.

We all know what a bathrobe is 
so let’s skip it.

Snuggie
A blanket with sleeves. Who 

would have thought of such a 
thing? Really though, it’s just a robe 
worn backwards, but if you wear a 
robe backwards, you’re not actually 
wearing a Snuggie. You can wear 
these to sporting events, grocery 
stores, out at campfires and wher-
ever else you can be made fun of at. 

The fuzzy mumu in the photo 
would be appealing to people who 
love cats and would rather spend 
time with their pets than to pur-
sue any romantic interests. Since 
it hides everything, the onesie and 
mumu are the perfect pieces to wear 
while eating pizza. You can go right 
ahead and finish the whole thing 
while binge watching seasons of 
Friends on Netflix. 

The bathrobe would also work 
if you are going for the ultimate 
too-lazy-and-comfy-to-care-how-I-
look look.

If your sweetheart is laid back and 
would rather stay in and be comfy 
with you, the Snuggie allows you 
to share the comfort while breaking 
the restrictions of having your hand 
stuck underneath the blankets. The 
sleeves in the blankets allow you to 
snuggle while being able to skip to 
the next episode of the show you’re 
watching, romantically feed piz-
za to your honey and eat the pizza 

yourself while your body remains 
warm underneath the blankets. It’s a 
timeless piece that you will be able 
to use over and over, regardless of 
what holiday it is. 

Whether you are in a relationship 
with a person or in a relationship 
with pizza and desserts for Valen-
tine’s Day, there’s no denying that 
comfort is key for this special day. 
Lace, leather and satin shall soon be 
replaced with fleece, fluffy polyes-
ter and plushy blankets. 

What is there not to love about 
treating yourself to a nice comfy 
night?

HAI HA NGUYEN
THE SHOPPING BAG
hhnguyen.77@gmail.com

Getting comfy for Valentine’s Day

CREDIT: HAI HA NGUYEN
This mumu is the perfect alternative to a 
lacy LBD, which will hide anything after a 
large meal. 

When we think of Valentine’s 
Day and beauty looks, we often pic-
ture red or soft pink lips with a clas-
sic eye makeup. Lip stains are usu-
ally worn to retain colour through a 
romantic, candle lit dinner and the 
mushy whatever else that follows. 

But this Valentine’s trend is so 
overdone and needs to be changed. 

This year, play hard-to-get and 
wear the boldest, creamiest lip co-
lour you can get your hands on. 

The best thing about wearing an 
intensely bold lip is that you don’t 
have to focus so much on the rest 
of your makeup, because your lips 
become your statement. 

With a bold lip, keep the eye 
makeup soft and defined and keep 
your blush light. If you have too 
much going on it will ruin the look; 
you want to be hard to get but don’t 
scare your lover away. 

A beautiful colour to wear this 
Valentine’s Day is Liv by NARS. 
It’s a dark and deep purple that is 
a part of the Audacious lipstick 
line. These lipsticks have an in-
tense amount of pigment and also 
contain a white mushroom extract 
that helps nourish and exfoliate the 
lips while you wear it. Since dark 
colours can be tricky to apply, I al-
ways recommend starting off with 
a dark lip liner to get the shape of 
your lips perfectly. Then fill in the 
rest of your lips with the liner to act 
as a base, which will help hold the 
colour longer and prevent it from 
bleeding. 

To help make your lips pop even 
more, take a light-coloured con-

cealer and outline the shape of your 
lip. Once applied, feather the edges 
out so it blends seamlessly into your 
skin. This will accentuate your lip 
colour and shape as well as keep the 
lip line crisp.

If you want to be dramatic and 
un-kissable this Valentines, wear a 
black lip. Black lipstick is always 
associated with a gothic style, but it 
can easily be worn as a fierce, state-
ment lip. The best way to begin is 
to apply a really hydrating lip balm, 
because the next step is to apply a 
black, kohl eyeliner to the entire 
lip. Yes, eyeliner. This will prevent 
bleeding and will also mask the co-
lour of your lips, because the worse 

thing to see when wearing a black 
lipstick is to see pinkish red show 
through. 

Lastly, you will apply your black 
lipstick and I recommend doing this 
with a lip brush just to be sure you 
don’t get the lipstick on your face. 
My favourite black lipstick is called 
Pristine by Illamasqua, but unfor-
tunately you can no longer buy it 
in North America. The next best 
thing is Makeup Forever’s 50 Satin 
Black. 

This Valentine’s Day, go against 
the typical and redundant trends 
and do something different. Be 
fierce, be bold and be un-kissable. 

The ultimate un-kissable lip
JOSHUA R. 
WALLER
BEAUTY BOY

CREDIT: OLGA EKATERINCHEVA / THINKSTOCK
Be different and be bold this Valentine’s Day with a black and un-kissable lip.
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Breakups kind of feel like 
getting gut-punched by 
Chuck Norris. Then when 
you think you’ve recovered 
– bam! Chuck Norris hits 
you again. If only Jackie 
Chan and Bruce Lee would 
kick him back to the school 
of bad acting and mullets. 
You can do so with an easy 
three-step program.

Step one: be thankful 
you don’t have Chuck’s aw-
ful hair.

Step two: Realize you’re 
already a step ahead of 
the baddest badass in the 
galaxy.

Step three: Fending off 
Chuck Norris breakup syn-
drome is listening to break-
up songs that will have you 
kicking those feelings to the 
curb. 

“You’re No Good” – Lin-
da Ronstadt 

We’ve had our ups and 
downs, and sometimes 
we’ve been the no-goodnik, 
but they just weren’t healthy 
for us. This song is a classic, 
with a simple anthem that’s 
easy to sing along too. 
No intricate lyrics – just a 
powerful message. Even if 
we’ve been the breaker in 
the past, it doesn’t mean we 
deserved what happened.

“Fuck You” – CeeLo 
Green

Throw on this song and 
yell it out while throwing 
darts at a printout of your 
ex’s face on a dartboard. 
“Fuck You” is witty and still 
an emotional song. CeeLo 
Green has given this song a 
bright retro vibe that brings 
great optimism and groove 
to an otherwise emotional 
song. “Fuck You” will help 
you vent but won’t leave you 
pent up with rage, because 
it will also make you laugh. 

“Somebody That I Used 
To Know” – Gotye

Sometimes we need to 
be sad. It’s part of the pro-
cess of getting over your ex. 
If we don’t go through the 
motions then it’s harder to 
move forward. Gotye focus-
es on the drifting that hap-
pens when two people split 
up, and he offers viewpoints 
from both sides of the rela-
tionship, which is uncom-
mon for breakup songs. 
Perhaps this song will help 
us realize that there are fac-
tors on both sides that have 
caused things to fall apart. 
Let’s accept that we each 
have flaws and start to focus 
on ourselves as individuals.  

“Recovery” – Frank 
Turner

Not everyone’s coping 
methods are going to be 
the best in the books, and 
not everyone’s going to 
bounce back immediately, 
but that doesn’t mean we 
should give up. This song 
acknowledges that it’s a 
long journey out of the 
gloom we’re in, but manag-
es to keep an upbeat out-
look through the somber 
lyrics. Sometimes we need 
to be sad before we can be 
happy, but hopefully this 
song will cast the process in 
a brighter light.

“I Will Survive” – Gloria 
Gaynor

This disco classic has 
been reinvented a dozen 
times, but going back and 
jamming out to the original 
will let you escape to the 
groovy era of roller dancing 

and magnificent hairdos. 
This song is inherently hap-
py by nature of the music 
itself, but it also brings an 
important motto for us. This 
isn’t the end. Things will go 
on. You’ve already fought 
through two decades of 
your life, and you’re going 
to fight through many more. 

“So What” – P!nk
“So What” is here to re-

mind you that your intrinsic 
value isn’t based on any-
one else. No one controls 
your happiness but you. 
This song is about getting 
out there and showing the 
world that you’re still a rock 
star. It’s about living how 
you want to live and saying 
“so what” to other peoples 
expectations. If the lyrics 
in this song aren’t enough 
to get you going, then the 
pounding drums and strut-
ting electric guitars should 
do the trick bring some op-
timism.

“Dog Days Are Over” – 
Florence + The Machine

This song may not per-
tain to a relationship, but 
it covers battling with irra-
tional feelings and leaves 
room for interpretation 
throughout. The chorus of 
“Dog Days Are Over” is as 
powerful as her voice and 
talks about letting go of the 
past and running full tilt into 
the future. You can’t change 
what’s happened, so why 
let it change you? 

“Roar” – Katy Perry
It’s been the ultimate 

feel-good self-empower-
ing anthem of the last two. 
If your ex has ever pushed 
you down or stepped on 
you, then Katy Perry knows 
exactly where you’re com-
ing from. It’s time to stop 
denying this guilty plea-
sure and sing it out louder 
– louder than a lion.

“Never Ever Getting 
Back Together” – Taylor 
Swift

Sometimes breakups are 
messy. They’re foggy, and 
we have those on-again-
off-again relationships. If it 
didn’t work the first time, 
it’s not going to work the 
second time, and Taylor 
is the poster child for this 
valuable life lesson. Be firm 
when things end. Don’t 
compromise your values 
and don’t fall back into the 
same slump you just got out 
off. The grieving process is 
infinitely better than taking 
a second roller coaster ride 
with someone who didn’t 
work out the first time. 

“Go Your Own Way” – 
Fleetwood Mac 

This song was actual-
ly recorded while four of 
the five band mates were 
splitting up – with each 
other. “Go Your Own Way” 
conveys some competing 
viewpoints throughout the 
verses and lyrics. This song 
is about letting go of the 
person and caring for their 
well-being and not just how 
they can better your life. 
The chorus serves as a two-
way anthem for you and 
your ex. Each of you must 
go on your own way and 
continue to develop into a 
unique individual. 

Go get a cheap box of 
chocolate, call up your best 
friend and take a road trip 
somewhere you’ve never 
been.

I write about random 
things a lot. I write a lot 
about random things. But 
nothing is more seemingly 
random than love – the way 
it strikes, the way it grows 
and the way it stings – and 
consequently, this time of 
year can be a cruelly painful 
one for a lot of people.

Even if you’re in a healthy 
relationship, you may have 
had your fill of the Valen-
tine’s Day hype machine. If 
you’re not, this stupid week-
end still presents you with 
obligation and social awk-
wardness that you didn’t 
ask for and being surround-
ed by people celebrating 
fickle emotions certainly 
doesn’t make anyone feel 
any better.

So for our anti-Valentine’s 
Day issue, I’ve compiled 
this playlist as my gift to 
you – The Five Stages of 
a Breakup in 10 Songs, 
available to stream for 
free online via Rdio (bit.ly/
fivestages-rdio) and Spotify 
(bit.ly/fivestages-spotify). 
You don’t need to be freshly 
scorned in order to listen, 
but if you are, it helps.

First, a little clarity  – there 
isn’t a specific standard 
when it comes to the pro-
cess of grieving a rela-
tionship, although most 
sources reference the 
widely–accepted five stag-
es of grief: denial, anger, 
bargaining, depression and 
acceptance. Psychological-
ly, this makes sense: the col-
lapse of a romantic relation-
ship to mourning a close 
friend, something to which 
almost anyone who has ex-
perienced heartbreak can 
attest.

But for better or worse, 
I can only cover the issue 
from a male perspective. 
In an effort to gain some 
insight into the female per-
spective, I found alternate 
takes on the traditional 
five stages – like denial, 
rebounding/recklessness, 
swearing off men, nostalgia 
and moving on – that are a 
bit inconsistent with many 
males’ process. 

At the end of the day, I 
chose these songs because 
of the power of their 
message and their ability 
to provide an emotional 
upswing. No sweeping 
ballads, no sentimental 
undercurrent, just 32 
minutes of music that 
doesn’t pull any punches. 
Whether you’re waiting for 
a pizza to arrive or jumping 
into the car to go and meet 
your friends, this mix is 
designed to energize and 
empower you to make the 
most out of this Valentine’s 
Day on your own terms.

“Guilt Trip” – PUP
Boldly saying everything 

you want to say in the heat 
of the moment – “How many 
times have I lied to you? / If 
I was drunk when I said it, it 
might have been true.” It’s 
not me, it’s you.

“Song for the Dumped” 
– Ben Folds Five

Ben Folds’ candor and 
tenacity has made this a fan 
favourite since its release in 
the 1990’s. Sometimes, the 
way that the relationship 
ends is just as bad as the ro-
mance itself. Sometimes it’s 
worse, adding to insult with 

the sting of surprise. Go 
ahead, be angry about it.

“Cry Me A River” – Julie 
London

Many people would cite 
Ella Fitzgerald is the de-
finitive jazz chanteuse, but 
Julie London recorded this 
would-be hit first. Her de-
livery is venomous as she 
taunts her former lover to 
long for her return, a bitter-
sweet revenge we could all 
be so lucky to feel.

“Every Day Is A Strug-
gle” – Senses Fail

Maybe the relationship 
needed to end. You’re 
probably not the only one 
hurting about it.

“I Just Don’t Know 
What To Do With Myself” 
– The White Stripes

The roller coaster epito-
mized. Don’t mistake bore-
dom for loneliness –  you 
just need a distraction and 
maybe a friend to hold on 
to your cell phone if you’re 
drinking.

“Patricia the Stripper” 
– Chris de Burgh 

From an album of stories 
released 40 years ago, de 
Burgh’s bouncy song about 
a stripper in the 1920’s 
serves as a reminder not to 
take things too seriously in 
your breakup. And that no 
matter what the distraction, 
you shouldn’t have to apol-
ogize for a little harmless 
fun.

“Cigarettes and Choco-
late Milk (Reprise)” –  Ru-
fus Wainwright

Depression manifests 
itself in a lot of ways, and 
you’re going to be tempt-
ed. Remember that food or 
drink is better than hooking 
up with your ex. It may be 
hard to convince you on 
bad days.

“Get Over It” – OK Go
How do you define hap-

piness, anyway? We’ve all 
got problems, just make 
sure you aren’t bringing 
them on yourself by being 
honest about what you’re 
going through. Everything 
is temporary.

“Black Me Out” – 
Against Me! 

If there is any album that 
hammers home the mes-
sage of being true to one-
self, I haven’t heard it. If Lau-
ra Jane Grace can stand up 
for herself against the world 
we can all find the strength 
to make it through a week-
end.

“I’m Gonna Find Anoth-
er You” – John Mayer

There are a few satisfying 
barbs hidden in this gem, 
the Otis Redding–inspired 
closer of John Mayer’s 2006 
opus. “If I’m forced to find 
another, I hope she looks 
like you / yeah, and she’s 
nicer too,” he sings. Deli-
cious.

For more of the latest 
music news, album streams 
and even the occasional 
playlist, follow this column 
on Twitter @fsu_bobbyisms. 
In concert news this week, 
London-born and raised 
Bryce Jardine brings his 
Winter Troubadour Tour to 
the London Music Club with 
special guest Derek Har-
rison, February 13 at 8:30 
p.m. Tickets are available in 
advance from ticketscene.
ca. Support your local mu-
sic scene. I’m out of words.

Interrobang music experts present:

SONGS TO BREAK UP TO
Bobby Foley | Interrobang Nick Reyno | Interrobang

CREDITS: ALBUM ARTWORK IS CREDITED TO THEIR RESPECTIVE MUSIC ARTISTS AND LABELS.  
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1. The Chi- nese city of 
Chongqing has the world’s first 
dedicated pavement for mobile 
phone users.

2. German photographer named 
Birk Mobius actually snapped a 
picture of a plane being struck by 

lightning inside a rainbow.
3. There’s a mushroom 

called Laetiporus that grows 
in the wild throughout much 

of the world and tastes like 
chicken.
4. Until the 1920s, there was a 

profession called ‘knocker-up’, 
which involved going from client 
to client and tapping on their win-
dows (or banging on their doors) 
with long sticks until they woke up. 

5. A man named Ryan McKnight 
spent 470 hours building a giant 
Lego replica of historic Roman 
town of Pompeii.

6. In the Forrest Gump novel 
that the movie is based on, Forrest 
goes into space with NASA. Upon 
return, he crash lands on an island 
full of cannibals. He only survives 
because he beats the head cannibal 
at chess everyday.

7. The LifeStraw is a simple and 
compact, yet powerful water fil-
tration system which may be the 
solution to the world’s water emer-
gency.

8. In 1972, Vesna Vulovic, a 
flight attendant, fell 33,000 feet in 
an aircraft explosion and survived. 
She now holds the Guinness world 
record for highest freefall without a 
parachute.

9. All employees of Ben & Jer-
ry’s get to take home 3 free pints of 
ice cream every single day!

10. In June, 2010, MI6 hacked an 
Al-Qaeda website and replaced in-
structions on how to make a bomb 
with a cupcake recipe.

11. In Bulgaria, people shake 
their heads to indicate ‘yes’ and nod 
for ‘no’.

12. The odds of being killed by 
falling out of bed are one in two 
million.

13. Daniel Webster, who ran for 
president and lost three times, de-
clined the Vice Presidency twice, 
thinking it a worthless office. Both 
presidents who offered it later died 
in office, meaning that if he had ac-
cepted, he would’ve become presi-
dent after all.

14. The average housefly lives 
only two weeks.

15. The human brain has the ca-
pacity to store everything that you 
experience.

16. Pierce Brosnan once worked 
with the circus as a fire eater!

17. Oral sex was illegal in 18 
states under old sodomy law until 
2003 when they were invalidated.

18. The sun is 330,330 times 
larger than the earth.

Aries (March 21 - April 19)
You get the renewal that you 

crave, but it’s more than you imag-
ined. Instead of just receiving these 
changes, you should be running 
with them. Own your true feelings 
-- they’ll make you proud.

Taurus (April 20 - May 20)
Be the first to recognize a friend 

in a touchy situation. Your feelings 
carry the day, but in the end that’s 
a good thing. By the time you get 
home, you’re ready to never leave 
it again.

Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
Redirect a blessing to someone 

who needs it more than you do. 
Your philosophy is your own busi-
ness -- others will either get it or 
not.Water energy washes clean the 
path on which you’ll take your next 
step.

Cancer (June 21 - July 22)
Publicly denounce irresponsible 

behaviour. You have all the time 
in the world for people who need 
your help. Do something for which 
you’ll be remembered.

Leo (July 23 - August 22)
Family comes first. Attend to the 

welfare of loved ones, and feel the 
sweet reward of their happiness. 
Sensitivity is a key ingredient to 
the success of any truly effective 
leader.

Virgo (August 23 - Sept. 22)
Generate something that’s both 

unique and comforting. Virgo re-
sponds to a pressing need in a way 
that satisfies everyone. Treasure the 
look of gratitude that appears on the 
face of someone you love.

Libra (Sept. 23 - Oct. 22)
Consider finding your balance 

through flowing, receptive activi-
ties. The ocean or swimming pool 
beckons, as does the bathtub on 
these cold days.

Scorpio (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21)
Your mission is vital for reasons 

that are too deep to explain. Instead 
of rolling right over a weaker per-
son, it’s time to hear what he or she 
has to offer. If the laws of nature 
favour teamwork, who are you to 
argue?

Sagittarius (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)
Sagittarius feels a sea of change. 

The rising tide lifts your vessel out 
of the mud. Not only do you know 
where to go, you now have the 
means to get there. Pay your re-
spects to the Cancer Moon as you 
set sail.

Capricorn (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)
You’ll pay any price to get the 

straight story. If you’re making this 
sacrifice for others, be sure they 
want it. You might lose ground, 
but you won’t lose track. Everyone 
ends up where he or she belongs.

Aquarius (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)
Your feelings still come from a 

deep place, but now you’re happy 
to own them. Having developed 
a healthy respect for the ground, 
you’re ready to attempt another 
flight. It’s wonderful to laugh again.

Pisces (Feb. 18 - March 20)
Hold open doors that might oth-

erwise be swinging shut. Water 
energy floods your weekend with 
a touch of fire to keep it light. You 
have the rare option of going in a 
few directions at once.

Across
1. Political alliance
5. Headline in Recent Issues of Inter-
robang: “Oldest Canadian food ___ 
holds lecture series”
9. Waste maker
14. Mercury, for one
15. Fox and hounds event
16. Clem Kadiddlehopper, say
17. Cut from the same cloth
18. Nautical word
19. Manhattan, for one
20. Headline in Recent Issues of In-
terrobang: “Oldest Canadian food co-
op holds ___ series”
22. Crime scene evidence
23. It may need a boost
24. The universe on day one
26. Hemingway title character
29. Over there, old-style
30. Headline in Recent Issues of In-
terrobang: “Avoiding colds and flu 
___ winter”
34. Former U.S. senator who made 
rounds?
35. Corporate department
37. Hydrocarbon suffix
38. Family dog, for short
39. Like some people’s investment
41. Headline in Recent Issues of In-
terrobang: “Locally-made goods ___ 
in one place”
42. Long-legged bird
43. Shield of classical mythology
44. Be in competition with
46. Shipment to a large printing com-
pany
48. Headline in Recent Issues of In-
terrobang: “Avoiding colds ___ flu 
this winter”
49. Muscle-bone connectors
50. Gymnastic apparatus
52. Headline in Recent Issues of In-
terrobang: “Global is the ___ local”
53. Protestor’s hang-up?
56. Wash one’s hands of
60. Needing more urgent attention

61. Mouth, in slang
63. Steakhouse order
64. Give extreme unction to, old-style
65. Headline in Recent Issues of In-
terrobang: “Drunk driving simulator 
drives message ___”
66. Headline in Recent Issues of In-
terrobang: “Makayla Sault, First Na-
tion girl who quit chemotherapy, ___”
67. Old-fashioned rewards
68. The America’s Cup trophy, e.g.
69. Coin opening
Down
1. Canaanite deity
2. Gospel writer
3. Psych attachment?
4. Regard with disgust
5. Styx ferryman
6. Yorkshire river
7. Headline in Recent Issues of Inter-
robang: “Locally-made goods all in 
___ place”
8. “Harper Valley ___”
9. Headline in Recent Issues of In-
terrobang: “Catching fire: smart ___ 
meters getting replaced”
10. Greek 101 stumbling block
11. Dermatologist’s concern
12. It may be pitched
13. Certain lodge members
21. Land on Lake Victoria
22. Kind of truck
24. Poison in many murder mysteries
25. Headline in Recent Issues of In-

terrobang: “Oldest Canadian food co-
op ___ lecture series”
26. One concerned with figures?
27. Petting zoo critter
28. Fix, in a way
31. Throw with effort
32. Acquired relative
33. Succeeds at retail
35. Headline in Recent Issues of In-
terrobang: “Fanshawe ___ Indige-
nous Education Protocol”
36. Headline in Recent Issues of In-
terrobang: “Oldest Canadian food co-
op holds lecture ___”
40. In need of a nap
45. Don’t let your thoughts go this di-
rection too often
47. Ozone layer, for one
49. Concealed shooter
51. Shrek and Fiona, e.g.
53. ___ cheese
54. Headline in Recent Issues of In-
terrobang: “Londonlicous dishes out 
fine food for ___ price”
55. Headline in Recent Issues of In-
terrobang: “Musicians rejoice: ___ 
version of Pro Tools to be available”
56. British title
57. Western U. S. ski resort
58. Cookie made by Nabisco
59. Needle point?
61. Word unlikely to end a sentence
62. Brouhaha
Solution on page 18

Sudoku Puzzle

puzzle rating: easy
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 grid 
contains the digits 1 through 9. That means no number is repeated in any 
column, row or box. Solution can be found on page 18.

Word Search

Hall of Fame Super Bowl MVP’s
(Words in parentheses not in puzzle)

(Troy) Aikman
(Marcus) Allen

(Fred) Biletnikoff
(Terry) Bradshaw
(Larry) Csonka

(Len) Dawson
(Franco) Harris
(Joe) Montana
(Joe) Namath
(Jerry) Rice

(John) Riggins
(Bart) Starr

(Roger) Staubach
(Lynn) Swann
(Randy) White

L E S E O N E L L A S N M Y W

Y I K C V X H K G A N Y F H J

S C G I K S A T A A O T I B R

U T O R U E R A W D O T N E O

R L A P F O R S M Y E R S R M

E T O U T Z I D U I T N K E A

D S C G B T S T A R R B H N I

A T I S G A E O T N R L T O K

W R H X O B C M F A I M A R M

S O W E C N T H D N Z S M G A

O P K I S S K S M E E I A J N

N A C N T E H A N I A C N R I

L M O N T A N A L R I B S E N

C S O A W R E S N I G G I R G

T L B I L E T N I K O F F T A
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Another winter transfer period 
has come and gone in the Premier 
League, and it may have been one 
of the most boring January win-
dows in recent memory. 

This is the period of time that 
saw the arrivals of Luis Suarez at 
Anfield three years ago, on the back 
on the infamous transfer of Fernan-
do Torres to Chelsea. Since then, 
supporters have come to expect that 
some big, surprising moves are on 
the cards for the winter period, and 
they have often been rewarded.

Conversely, this season’s window 
had been full of the Premier 
League’s managers claiming that 
they will not be making moves 
during the winter, as there is no 
need to “panic buy” this year.

Hearing that would be a surprise 
to nobody, as that is the rhetoric 
that most managers use every 
year, essentially becoming a media 
cliché, repeated until their team 
eventually does make a move and 
brings in a player. 

This year, however, when the 
words left the mouths of managers 
such as Liverpool’s Brendan Rodg-
ers, they were in fact being straight 
with the media, as neither of the big 
teams in red brought in any new 
personnel over the winter.

The two biggest moves – perhaps 
unsurprisingly – were from the two 
richest clubs at the top of the table. 
Each club brought in a player that 
is likely to become involved in the 
first team right away. 

Starting at the top, Chelsea made 
several moves during the last month, 
primarily in the outgoing category, 

as two players headed for the exit 
door at Stamford Bridge – André 
Schürrle and Mohamed Salah. 

Schürrle – a World Cup winning 
attacker – returned to his native 
Germany to ply his trade with VFL 
Wolfsburg after failing to become a 
regular fixture of the Chelsea team. 

Salah – a speedy Egyptian inter-
national – failed to make any im-
pression at the club and has been 
sent on loan to Fiorentina, as part of 
the deal that has seen highly rated 
Colombian winger Juan Cuadrado 
arrive in England. 

They join assist leader from the 
last summer’s World Cup, Cuadra-
do, comes to England with a healthy 
return of 20 goals in 85 league ap-
pearances in Italy. He’s also got a 
reputation for a fierce cross into the 
box that should aid the club in their 
push for the title.

Lurking just under Chelsea, 

Manchester City was quieter in the 
window but managed a significant 
coup in the signing of Swansea 
City’s Ivorian international Wilfried 
Bony. Some readers will recognize 
him as one of my “ones to watch” 
when he first arrived on the scene. 

Pillaging nine goals in the first 
half of the season – and a healthy 
16 last year – the young man earned 
a spot on the richest club in the 
country, whose owners have pegged 
him as the man to help them catch 
Chelsea in the title race. 

There were some other notable 
transfers into England last month. 
One is Eljro Elia to high flying 
Southampton, a Dutch international 
whose natural skill has been over-
shadowed by his controversial an-
tics on social media while playing 
in Germany and Italy over the last 
two seasons.

It was time: January transfer round-up
ANDREW VIDLER
PREMIER LEAGUE 
PONDERINGS
@OfHouseVidler

CREDIT: ULTRASLANSI
Mohamed Salah is now sent on loan to Fiorentina after failing to impress playing for 
Chelsea. 

CREDIT: COURTESY OF FANSHAWE ATHLETICS
The Fanshawe men’s basketball team moved back into the top 10 of the CCAA 
National Rankings last week. The Falcons played number six CCAA nationally ranked 
Mohawk Mountaineers on February 7. 

www.fsu.ca

JUMP IN THE SAC
Weʼre still looking for Student Council Reps!

Pick up a nomination form in SC2001 and have it 
completed by Tuesday, February 10th, 2015 at noon.

Questions or concerns? Please contact
Matt Stewart, CRO, at fsupres@fanshawec.ca

School of
Tourism and Hospitality

Come out and
support the Falcons!

    

corner

 www.fanshawec.ca/athletics  
       J 1034             519-452-4202

falcons

Upcoming Games:
Women’s and Men’s Volleyball
 
Saturday, February 14th 
Vs. Humber Hawks
Women – 1pm
Men – 3pm
 
*Final Regular Season Home Game of 
the Year
 
FREE ADMISSION
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FALCON CORNER
MEN’S SPORTS

Upcoming Home Games:
Volleyball

Feb. 14 - Humber vs. Fanshawe - 3 p.m.

Basketball
OCAA West Division Standings

Team GP  W L PTS

Humber 15 14 1 28

Mohawk 15 13 2 26

Fanshawe 15 12 3 24

Redeemer 14 9 5 18

Lambton 14 8 6 16

Sheridan 15 7 8 10

Niagara 14 5 9 8

St. Clair 14 4 10 8

Sault 15 1 14 2

Cambrian 15 0 15 0

Volleyball
OCAA West Division Standings

Team GP  MW ML PTS

Mohawk 15 14 1 28

Humber 15 11 4 22

St. Clair 14 10 4 20

Fanshawe 15 10 5 20

Niagara 15 10 5 20

Sheridan 16 10 6 20

Redeemer 14 4 10 8

Cambrian 14 3 11 6

Conestoga 15 1 14 2

Boreal 13 0 13 0

WOMEN’S SPORTS
Upcoming Home Games:

Volleyball
Feb. 14 - Humber vs. Fanshawe - 1 p.m.

Basketball
OCAA West Division Standings

Team GP  W L PTS

Humber 15 14 1 28

Mohawk 15 14 1 28

Fanshawe 15 11 4 22

Sheridan 15 9 6 18

Niagara 14 8 6 16

Niagara 14 8 6 16

Lambton 14 4 10 8

Redeemer 14 3 11 6

Cambrian 15 1 14 2

Sault 15 1 14 2

Volleyball
OCAA West Division Standings

Team GP  MW ML PTS

Humber 15 15 0 30

Niagara 15 12 3 24

Sheridan 16 12 4 24

St. Clair 14 9 5 18

Redeemer 14 8 6 16

Cambrian 14 6 8 12

Fanshawe 15 4 11 8

Mohawk 15 4 11 8

Conestoga 15 3 12 6 

Boreal 13 0 13 0 

NAUMAN FAROOQ
INTERROBANG

The population of the world 
is growing, and cities are getting 
more crowded. The best way to get 
around is perhaps to have some-
thing small and nimble.

However, everyone has different 
needs. If you live out of the mega 
city, you could justify having a 
large vehicle. Vehicles such as the 
2015 Lincoln Navigator and the 
2015 Infiniti QX80 are among the 
biggest luxury SUVs you can buy 
currently, but which is best?

It’s good to point out that while 
both these vehicles are new, they 
are not what you’d call all-new.

The 2015 Infiniti QX80 is pret-
ty much the same as the QX56 
you could buy in 2014. With the 
name change, however, some new 
technology features have been 
added – along with minor styling 
tweaks – but the drivetrain remains 
the same. Open the hood and you’ll 
still find a 5.6 l V8 motor that pumps 
out 400 hp and 413 lb-ft of torque. 
Power is sent to all wheels through a 
seven speed automatic gearbox.

The 2015 Lincoln Navigator sits 
on roughly the same platform as the 
outgoing model, and while the new 
model looks similar to the old one, 
the nose and tail section have been 
heavily restyled – for the better. 
Most of the interior hasn’t changed 
much. The dashboard saw some 
changes, but the biggest change is 
under the hood. Gone is the old, 
thirsty V8 motor, in with a small-
er, lighter, yet more potent motor. 
For 2015, the Navigator gets a 3.5 l 
V6, that features two turbochargers. 
This motor produces 380 hp, and 
460 lb-ft of torque. So, while it is 
a bit down on power compared to 
the Infiniti, it has a lot more torque. 
While the Navigator also has all-
wheel drive, you only get a six-
speed automatic gearbox.

However, the gear ratio in top 
gear is what matters most, and the 
more relaxed gear in the Lincoln 
meant it consumed less fuel. While 
I averaged 14.9 l/100 km in the 
Navigator, the QX80 drank 15.6 
l/100 km. It’s too close a figure to 
base your buying decision on, so 
let’s look at other parameters.

You aren’t going to buy either ve-
hicle to win drag races, but perfor-
mance is still important. Both vehi-
cles have similar get up and go, but 
the Navigator – thanks to its twin 
turbos – seemed to pull away more 
effortlessly. The QX80, thanks to 
its big V8, did sound better under 
acceleration, so if you prefer me-
chanical sounds, you’ll like this one 
better.

The ride quality of both vehicles 
is really good, as they are both de-
signed to cover long distances with 
ease. By the smallest of margins, 
the Navigator rides a bit better and 
is quieter at highway speeds. The 
preferred heavier steering feel of 
the Navigator was more reassuring 
at highway speeds.

As for handling, the QX80 is a bit 
more tossable; its all-wheel drive 
system is more biased towards the 
rear wheels. That resulted in a bit 
of a moment out on the highway. 
Driving to Mississauga from Lon-
don early on a Monday morning, I 
hit a large section of black ice. This 
caused the rear end of the vehicle 
to step out. Through corrective 
steering and the vehicles active all-
wheel drive systems help, along 
with its electronic stability control 
(ESP) system. All was under con-
trol quite quickly, but it was not the 
kind of experience anyone would 
like to repeat. The vehicle was 
wearing proper winter tires, but it 
goes to show that bad and freezing 
weather conditions can create is-
sues for any vehicle, regardless of 
the tires it’s wearing.

The Navigator is softly sprung 

and has therefore more body roll 
compared to the QX80. However, 
its ESP is set for early intervention, 
so it takes quite a lot of provoking 
to get this big SUV out of shape.

Big – these both certainly 
are. Both can be had in seven or 
eight-passenger layouts – a no cost 
option for the Infiniti, while Lin-
coln charges you for the captain 
chairs in the second row – and both 
offer plenty of room. However, 
the QX80 is only available in one 
length, while the Navigator can be 
had in an “L” version, which gives 
you more luggage space.

As far as interior fit, finish and 
features are concerned, this QX80 
has the Navigator beat. Not only 
the interior design is better on the 
QX80, the materials used to make 
its interior look far superior to that 
of the Navigator. The infotainment 
system is leagues ahead in the QX80 
compared to the Navigator, as it is 
easier to control and the screen is 
much clearer. I also like the fact that 
Infiniti gives you a heated steering 
wheel as standard on the QX80, 
while it is optional on the Navigator.

Both vehicles offer great, com-
fortable seats, but I preferred spend-
ing time in the QX80 more.

As for the styling, to each their 
own. My wife preferred the look of 
the Navigator, while I preferred the 
QX80. I think both are smart SUVs 
and would look right at home at any 
venue.

Maybe price can be a decid-
ing factor. The Navigator starts at 
$75,110, while the QX80 starts at 
$73,650. Considering the Infiniti 
has more standard equipment and is 
slightly cheaper to begin with, it is 
the better deal.

Honestly, I’d be happy to live 
with either of these vehicles on a 
daily basis, so if you’re in the mar-
ket for a large, luxury SUV, these 
two should be at the top of your 
shopping list.

Motoring: Battle of the big SUVs
CREDIT: NAUMAN FAROOQ

Both SUVs offer similar features, and pricing is about the same. But which one would come up on top in a battle?  

LIFESTYLES

INTERACTIVE 

NEWS 

OPINION LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
fsuletters@fanshawec.ca 

SPORTS&LEISURE 

LIFESTYLES

INTERACTIVE 

NEWS 

OPINION LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
fsuletters@fanshawec.ca 

SPORTS&LEISURE 

19
Volume 47  Issue No. 20 February 9, 2015   theinterrobang.ca



WING SPECIAL $5.50 per pound
AT THE OUT BACK SHACK

Feb 9 – Los Angeles vs. Columbus @ 7 p.m.
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